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vii Prafe 


ave bean ore in this Proving snes 1782, ano tracing hee 
sad if of a hundr yer —espexally that of Ue old re 
Trin pil that has rently Den deste far its noble soso 
in Be Queen's Park. Theol Parliament Buldings on Front 
et have wot only had an eventfal istory, bak their walt 


fave eehond wih the voles of to generations of Cannan 
‘obit men, and Use statutes of ita Parlmonts and Lagi 


Taros are the tas and proQeetin of oar Provincial ite. The 
Chet ans of thn sketch i merely to promrve few scattering 
Stemoron ot only of the hit ld tretare on Pronto, 
rt of it predacar 
Tu indlted for valuable wintanes to Mr John Ross Robert 
on nd his alunbl oleton of papers on the Landmarks of 
>; to Me. W, Revell fr akstohor for ilosteations and 40 
rumors tele whose sapgetions and iaformation have tee 


of ch valu 
Pea Yuva 
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P valle 
soi 
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CHAPTER 1 
021706 


NY inerating chain of historical events preceded 
fering of the sll bund of en in ld Newark, 
ft Partinentof Upper Canale. The ital Vin was 
Forged on a menorabl day in 1768when Hi Moxt Chie 
dian Majesty, King Loin XV. of France, wasinduced to reaoune’ 
2 Nova Seti ar Acvlin xing it and all indepen 
Tis Detanne Majerty Geonge IIL ingly tone 
ving the tran of hall a etnent fom Gai to 
Anglosccon rte. inked wo ths Enki King Georges prot 
on ofthe eae year, dividing hin new poesia defi 
{ng the Sounaries thereof, ‘Thon waa Ques born asa 
thous the esprit Pariaent in 1778 enlarged 
Youre tothe shores of Lake Esc and the be of te Ok 
Tndiena, Tica, Michgun, Warondn, an pure af Uieoenes 
until Bie rliqushnent i 1782The tied Hak warded 
1791, when King aud Parnment vido the imenens ance st 
|Guste int twa veparsteprovnsar— Upper and Lower Grsede, 
ssh wih «comin of nora, Unto tic open eas 
Coloelwho had performed sungeihed wre nse ele 
in, was appointed the frst Tiontenant- Governor Heh wos 
tnerctare who et in motion te machinery of al algsrere 
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Leaving London soar the end of 1791, the newly-appointed 
serait fe of the Crow lanl in Qube, and in ee ring 
TP nat prseded on his Joorey to bis now aoe of abo. TE 
of B08 rerio hat ths wry wore Te way west 
weet te feeble English coloael and is staf ocupied & 
Mand gece of hark canoes which ere stered_ rough th 
sal fee cr af the St lawrence by trusty Indians and | 
end you to vada At humble osery midway on 0 ) 

Mangaka veyegeur retad beet an oviting 








ry, the dis 
‘Sym mbich tote dhe sentences 


[PEACE AND PLENTY TO ALL MANKIND; 





With a also of arly fom an ob Py 
mae inns of Toyalty from George Hs Hoge, 
Ain ntary ota, their low-teelled 

the hg epeesentalivo re 

ig 

Ts 








Ere the enor nd atontion | 
tary, ad seponde 

I kn the Meet itched Kingston, where 

iy the wdetion of hi exeu 

Proven of the Iiperial Consittional 

iat eounel being Wiliam 

aby. Alexander Grant 





{ny af July, wader the p 
RECS ira the ive members of th 
Ssgode, Wilan Robertson, J 
find Peter Ris 
Meet Tyan one of exlesnity, 20 the Nintorin flan td 
ray eomnectod with wae performed i 8 
in of ie bung imprsively a 
by the honorable 





Tile wooden eure, the on 

weiner bo His Exoollney and his aise 
Chiet Justice Osgode 

AL ibe fmt mectng of the Bxecative Coun 

pohtannts of Lagaive Couey were mae 5a, Hotet 

inten de Cartright and John Munro to which were 

Fa eiel Willey Orgone, James Buby Alexander Grant 

king Se ful complement of oven. 
i pntiminary wok f orguniing 
et Ringer om July 218 


i he initia op 











ving i scope 
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i arng 
Tabor IL 
ped 

mi the 
ray 


bi 


ssnted by 
re-tasseled 
ch digs 
ling Ta 
ened it 


ng Wiliam 
i Grant 


he Fir Param 


1708, for his now capital of Newatk, (which 


of Upper Cana 


2 a previous 


‘ain as Lnnos) withthe aeeompanying military apport ofthe 


‘Queens Rangers, who boast 8 t 


Fntoreting than hin own, 
‘range stil crude capital 


co eta 


Ish his Coversment House. Troe, it ala fort, wall mene 


for thove day wile it ocpenon fort aro the 


james ne 
| ssough is oving tne se! oy 


“allot, a8 Aidedo-nnp, Mh 


lish, bat the Hl lage 
‘rad boast of lew than hal-s-hanted pioneer 

Teagre popolaton, Bat the fact that than Tehabie 
toatly United Enpies Loyalist way no dob 
mining factors a the choi of Newark. At this tina 


the deter 
the pop 


‘boat ton thousand whites a 


ing his ret Pastament, and 
cde goverment, Cough he 
taker. lis Sint appoints 
sore Major Ltthchals, a Miltary Seerstary; Colonel Thm 


Small as Clerk of the Exseutive Comnil: Wiliam Jarvia oo 


|] Civ Seeretary® Pater Ruse 


6 Receive. General 
Sith, as Surveyor-Gener, with Thomas Hidoat and Wilans 


DW 


|lctewcit an Autacte Tor Clark warps Cd oti 
Jeti Cone ant Clonal ohn Bue Supra 


fete Tadian Deportient 


sates and} At last the seventeenth of Soptmber, 1702, arrived, when the 
ured in Juixteen reprseattiven were smnnoned lo thie ee 
‘ant duties ‘Th chown membersof iment 


ively a 
> honorable 


inl ap 
Ratere 


Cara were 
Jou Boor, 
Mi. Bao 
AlgxANDi® Chena, 
Punuir Doneast,® 


Seensnatt Pussen, 
WiLL Macon 
Het Mactontus 


of Upper 
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jement Buildings 


Namuasiee Prone Dav Wines Same, | 
Hiamnon Srexcen, saxo SRazr 
86 Sous: War 

‘Axova Maepostta Clerk. Geonow Ka, Sergoant-a- Arms 
Tv. Me Aviso, Chap 








‘The Province was divided ito nine conti, epecente 
by wetan members asabore, te eletoral dstres being mae 
Up an illowes Glengarry 3 sepreseutative ety Dawe? 
duet; Grenville, 1 Leeds and Froatenac, 1; Ontasio. tnd 








nae Ontario) st Aidington, 1; Leno, Hh 
husberlant,1 Prince Edward (ad Afpbostoen fom Leno), 
1; Dunm, West York and First Bing Lines, 1; Bast York 
1 Tuco, Second and hind Rings, 2 NoeIk and foarth 
ncla, 1 Safle al sw, 1: Kent, 2 
Team White wae appoiated the Bet Atiorey-General,« po 
tion he bel for eight years when he die fom the eft of 
veel reat in del fought with Jb Small the Clesk of 
The Executive Come over prod dingroement 
The anlarion ofthe oii of tho et Pariament hay som 
top muniiont, yet they were rtnel ax being wy lea 
‘he Crk of the Hous rived 01. Quebee eueroey, the 
tnvat-Aens 45, a th Doorkweper 10 
Not al the nowly-scted hema putin an app 
frat suffcent mutter were pret t open PasTament, 
“Thich war dane wth ll he om that ould be produce. ‘The 
Tra ponent of Cana fsupponed ty sm to have been 
Fahl aera oak eve which tl standing—with bat few of 
Herturly oll beaches leat the stern Tt ofthe bean 
sty known to tho Anchorage, The sme teo Hy also 
‘onsen which to American spine ware hung, 
inion thatthe up 






























fae 
printed ts 
for room in From bl bad this hoor, whi 
met in a cmp ten, ad that Sino tok his ston 3 
op tol wee he delivered. his wldre Stil another writer 
Gatbe at Novy Hall was not only Simon's offi resilence, 
‘it at it was the orginal meting place of the Lagisltar 















































The Firat Parliament of Upper Canada, 13 


The Lagislative Council chamber was ina building near the 
twsracke of Buter's Rangers on the il Tho ancient eeemonial 
that ha dstingsiahod opening of Betts Parent dering 








earital of the new enony 

The dialed, athlete, and well proprtoned 
ceove Sige, tof by the handaome sariet aa god Iued on 
form ofthe Quests Hangers formed in tul€ no unimportant 
rt of the ofl" Contmenconen exer” allhoog te pomp 
sad pagesstcy of Newark. wate vst remove from the wdaly 
function ofthe King opening. On thi historical and moment 
‘nm ocean, the arlene Queers Ra 

the ering drn-taab from ‘Foct Nigar, ano guard of honce 
for "Hix Bxealleey the Governor” tothe delight of the few 
deed Unit Enpire Layaliste who compored the init 
pull, aed to the wonderment of the amembld Indian 
Drie de Lie 






























art has lef or graph pit 
he witneed in Newark. "The whole tn 
nye the note-taking duke, “cooised of 
gurion of Fort Niagurn Dread 
inal, te entered the hall with is bat om bis bed, aed by 
isadjlatt and two menelarien The to merbers of Ue lei 
tive oan gave, by toe of i othe ace 
Five monet of he hatter having appear at the lar, ts 
Governor delivered speech, dele after that ofthe King on 
United States, which he tention in express very faveral 
to the Union el othe peli cneres of Can 
‘Simcoe’ fit addsom s perhaps worthy of « ple, Tt rad 
the La 



































‘Ack of Putiuteot of Great Retain and a he be year kick 
Ih etalised Ue British Contitation nod all the orm which 

The windom and Venetlcenee of Our Most Gracious Soversign 
san the Brite Pariament have boon eminently proved, nt only 
















































































Ontarice Partament 





dings 





imparting ows the mame form of Government, bul fa sur 
ing the tone by the wany provsons which guard this we 
able Acta that the boning of one vale conatitation this 
Frotirled ad snplifed we hope wills extended tothe retest 
Pterily. "The great an inomentons trois nd duties which 
Fave boon commitod to the repent 











of this Province fa 
Agro intnitly beyond wehatover, til this pei, have sisi 
ished any other eolay, Mave eigialed from tho, Bash 











‘which the inalitants have on eonepsouely supported and de 
fended the British Constiation. Tels fun the ame pteotism 
tow called upon to exreae with do dlitwrtion ani forsight 
the varius cfs of te evil aminoratin, that ou fellow 
‘abject of the Beith empire expt the fouation of union of 

















There ca bo td 
erate inert rough tx whole extent. ‘The Brtsh form of 
red Ue way fr ix peed oli 





‘oe wll improve the favor 

caltara_ people will 

unicence with which Hs Mast hs 

ranted th lands ofthe Crown, ofr auch manifest ant putas 

‘On Monday, 15th October, 1708, after“ prayers and sermon, 

the Hoon was simone tothe Coeil Chamber to len to 
thes flloming pronation addrem fo the 






tet take pomwenion 
Bat laws tad he 

















that T have considered the 
Acts which sou have found expedient to frame, and to mbih, 
in conyuence af Uhe power dsogatd to me, have this day 
sven my aunt that they shall Income laws of the Province of 
‘Upper Canada, At the division which Hin Majesty n his wim 
‘ought prope to make fe Provinee of Quehee obviated 
a oer and lide Tonodatin orth 

‘€ the English le within this Province, wan ata fo pr 






































‘he Fist Parliament of Upper Canale. 15 





ome that you woul seize the fst opportunity to impart that 
enue to your ellow-ajeete; and bythe Act to tablish til 
Ty fry, ant by Gt which soaks Uhe English lows the rae of 
(aM fall tatters of sontroveny relative 40 property and 
‘Guitrghts, you have flly tied pablle expectation, 

THe Majesty, im hin Fenelon, having divectoh » seventh 
from uch ns as salle grant to be reserved to the Crown 
fur the public bevel i will boome mj duty to take tone 
‘Beara which shall appear tobe necomary to fl is gracious 
Fmtentions and I make uo doubt bot that ns eitizene and magi 
inten you wil ive me every stance in your power to earry 
Sao ect ally u yséom fru which the publ and pstarity 














now derive nach powaiar ean 
‘Hon: getleien and get 
Teanntdisnian yor without earnestly dering 
root, by preceyt and example, anang. your sepecive count, 
{Be rogular habits of piety and mora. the soest foundations 
all pte ad evate fly aol thi jonetureT parte: 
tay Boome fo you o explain tht this Provine singularly 
‘Nese, ot wilh tntilated eoettation, Lut with a consi 
Ton ehh haute eta of experinnos and i Ube very imate 
tn transept of Great Bai, by which sho has long estaba 
‘MHlantmocuma to her wubjects ax meh feed and happines 
hits pmsble to te enjoyod under the subordination necessary 
to eiviiedselety 

‘Dating this iil Parliament the wall bandof fen elated 
loiletons aight connors opp By the Crown frlite) 
frat wonk by fing what maybe ten 

















prefaced thie 
Mir provi maya eharer” An act for making more fetal 
Frovicion forthe government of the province of Upper Canal 
Er Nor Americas ant to introduce the English Iw a the rule 
‘Sf decson on ll matters of controversy elativ to property aed 
asp "has the law of Britain war made to sopersee the 
{1 Cgean ws which fn farm had tw fond on the French 
(Guill, An te establishing eal by jury was alan one of the 
Sight avi sed at this at sean, which was adjourned on 
Tah of Onober, ater iting for nearly a month 












































173," Hone of Aa 


nportant i Uh ego, date Wed 
ly: Ron en 
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‘Commenting pon Us ak bie pe prec ot 
‘Bias opr ible thongh ied lw 

Governor Sinton exp 

Fangs The Ae for the grail sition of slavery in thi 





tion to te i iT eannot 
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affction, we asm your Majesty that no exertion on our pet 
hal be wanting to convinge out follow sjects that the fore 
for the 





nostra tone lation song those who stand 
Yrotetion an defence of Ur King wad country 

‘Other important verares were fc dering the etsont ot 
tom early Parken sch es poviing fo the eetion eon 
Noumea an oer public balding, extabiaking a superior cour 
ttt aa crane orstion, lating the econ of public 
Tousee and «year or two aterwards among the Acts parsed was 
tet nake tomporary provision forthe regulation of tebe 
thon this provings and th Unite tats of Americ, by land ot 
inant navigation ut the inrdoetion of the Bogish Cit 
Taw was the foundation which Use poner Igalatrs well and 
truly Id. 

"We cannot do to much honor to Use me wh 
under new contigs and ith a now system 
then tht is ne to te Infant eslony, provi proper al wise 
Teginative means forthe development af «great province; not 
Should we forge Uh sveifees tir position ental, some tr 
‘elling Tor long stamens heh the ring forest op horsback, 
Irth fod for ton and ens nth eapanioas aod unwieldy axl 
{le bags; oters skirting the shores of tho Tako in Taek canoes 
‘lmertcg moch a the selected representatives of theo 














swocking 

















ol and apne pola 












































CHAPTER IL 


FL change of the wat of Goverment from Newark to 
EAN York was decsed upon aftr mirh thought und c 
[sideration Newark war found to bo wuitable for 
Ty rensons but chilly om apoant of ite dangerous 
rar to te Ameican fro, the orginal Bish For, 


Sich was on the wath side of ee iver having been given 
ap to the Unite Slaten Dung Us wnsly summer of 178, 
encore, Simeon, cena hyrseeral oats, which contained 
Hstaite ‘and other oc his Executive Coun and m detach 
es of the. Queen's Rangers cries and the head of Lake 
‘Ontaro forthe int tine, til he weighed anchor opposite theo 
french fort, which was the only habitation bsies a few wig 
ims of Eaann who were temportily camped om cis Uir 
int eating ronda. 

The Govemors decide o take this the site ofthe present 
city of Toronto hiseapital thous head previnsiy mae ten 

oo olen af the nit af the present ety of Landon, on He 
EGG of the Mates mile aa then kn as La‘Teanehe 
Heayont the winter of 17045 i the scent eat, engaged 
Jn prtcting plans forte lle, vig a tant which ad 
Nisley of Grn a ted one belonged to Caplan Cook, the 
Tumour Yorkaive navigator. In the sing of 178, hewn ls, 
mente beams engin plasks, abd weaning prepared in the 


tljtning weds were stv along he shor, with erg 
hap of atone and n few Trier for the chimneys In July 
Media, your, the Cauda Gusts, Uw fat paper polish 




















ument Buildings 








he new Proves, omtaued an advertisement which tnsty 
road: * Wanted, carpenters for the ple nilings to be emel 
at York. "Apgliotions to be mate to John Seti iy at 
ror to Mr Allan MeNaby at Novy Hall (Newark hae 
wer tho foundations being Id for the fiat legislative bainge 
oes, aod which were completed 
‘lear land but = stone's throw from the waters of the 
ie to the weet there a 
from Castle Frank, n the tanks of the Don, ‘This road ‘now 
forme Parlanont st wear coveed ith Biel 
nthe spot hada ntleaspret "The billings faced 
‘estward and eosimantl «flew ofthe harbor inthe ince 
on.” "The wants inthe rear wore eviently serene off; they 
are apoken of in erly plane ax ~sows 
ttl cdo whiney be mre 
‘he lying of the founlations a 
flor the public baihlings at York, to whom good encourage 
sw be given; Dat at ln he bildngs were shel wl = th 
alae ofthe Goverment” asit was pompous cafe wus evap 
forancupation. Bishop Sea 























da grove of fino ak tae 





























tro eet hall with 









mu at bing computed 
ts of Josten” Th 


mmodation of the Legler ad 
and standing « hundred 
ajar, atl Jaan lf water elor hy ayyenr at the exten 














aod only nivel ofthe emfnyo ct hat 

yy the wooden Horo, with plo of lanl adjeining ell 
‘Government Pak” ‘Thay were ails, when Palin 

tot sting, as the court room for the Court of Kings Ben 
‘Tho Lagslative Coupeil met fn separate bilding to te est 
Dr, Souding says: “Aa 


























‘The Firat Parlinment Building én Tithe 





ment buildings here erste, they astm to have consid of to 
eperate edie or halls Satended at some future tine to be 
cited ty larger cont strove of which they would form 
the wings; bot thie Inger structure war never enced in Uh 
tmeautine& tr of covered way or eolonnede ped from the ons 





to the other The bulking, us thos arrange, i marked upon 
ld plans stil exiting of there parts, and shown lao in an eal 
petra sete of th lclty 

1s streting to rll th sin ad sae of Toronto in 178 
A few new buldings lat Une reed in ation tothe tel 
ig houses andthe laeracks that fst forsed tho seilement 
ewes appronehing the banks thew ott a gang plank othe 
nsldy stor ‘To the north, the Governor's sniirs had hewn 
outa rouiay to Take Sime, x dntanos of 90 miley. OM su 
thew who panel away daring thes, were wont to tel 
ling storie of tho boars shot on Kingesteve, an the howling of 
tho wolves at night inthe visiity ofthe Paliament ailing 
aod the market 

Yet, despite tho pels and dangers mntoundng the sites, 
they tae the lst pale te of th inital social avenge 
a no doubt satel in enjoying lle measurably well. Peter 
osel writing from Newark in 1700 to Joh MeGil. nt York, 
saye: “Tam srry you raller so mach pervonally from the eld 
Tmt hope Ue ladiea nay” he aie to eny the charming evil 
ou mast have on your tay and up tho Yonge st. raul aa 
ihe Humber, and up the Don ta Caste Fras (Governor Simos 
‘sdonce) wer an any dine stb pictaresyv and delight 
aL" Cate Prank” ati il 1889, when,dasred and ented 
fon, twas dated by fie 

"Tho interat atoning the compluton ofthe Pariament bai 
igs was otto be cotpared to the excitement connected with 
ie formal opening on the oseson of the meting of the Best 
Legsatare within their wooten wal. Six nthe befor, wi 
ommenlale forathought aad provnion, Pater, Resell rote 
from Newark (on Dre ith, 1705):—" As dhe Legilature i to 
nel at York the fs of June, it lncomes absolutely necomary 
hat provision shall be made for thee respon witht lows af 
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time, You will therefore to plese to appriae the inhabitants 
ff the town thal tenty-ive gentle wil want Iga end 
tard daring the seasons, which may posblyindvce them ta x 
sap thee onsen and lyin provisions to secomodate then, 
‘Thome two detache otaes, belonging to the Goverament Hote, 
‘ok af any rs be got rendy the eos forthe Legiatve 
‘Connel che her for th Asem 
‘The lary, table, and ether articles belonging to thes, Isall 

ret tobe eet over from henex. ‘The house approprinted for 
the Legislative Coupe can te eceasionally used aw a Comal! 
Chamber. I beg, likewinn, that you desire Mr: Geubamn to ex 
amine the to canvan hoon, and roport the practicality of 
Temoving the est of thet To the owe tobe ruied the for 
Eiving diners in tothe merabers ofthe two Howes. Me. Pilling 
fon tells me tat the scree whieh fasten them tether wil 20 
Tonge act aad that larger ones mast be proved if ever they 
arengnin removed We mosh therefore, know the expense befor 
{ths job in ondertalen an ella whether a tamporry Wilding 
with boards 0 consirueted at not to injure the inaterialy, may 
tot be cheaper an ore commotion” (a awn i Government 
‘eomomy; ty) “IF this shou br he em, he canes hooaos 
tay stand, ad, with Major Smith's pertiion, Twill consign 
{ha quarter to the aecommodation of the Chie asin 

‘Another side light thrown on the abit and customs of Chat 
cncy day, by the following andar of Governor Sanne 




















To John Mel, Ray $1t,—You are hereky rove and 
recta to parca from ine to tne sich quandten of ran 
stay le eouite 40 ive the men employe a ork in Ue 
this al be your onfer and authority i 

1.4.81 1 











‘Though Governor Simeoe sleted the ste, prepared the plan, 
snd dieeled the eonseuction of Ue laglative baldiogs, be 
Thal teem ell to another aphre of ation by’ the tine they 
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‘rere ay for ae heaving born tranfered tothe Governor. 
hip of 8 Domingo 

Tefore pang to another sage ia our lgiatve history. it 
tn batting to nd another hom tribute ts Upper Cana’ 
fiat Governor, who waa the founder of mach that as endured 
im the comnisy be served to Isthflly for si yoary, andi 
{nto be hoped that x memorial worthy of the man will ome ag 
td aon te reed to his honor in Toronto, cha mone 

atin" (as the York Ploocrs have memoriliaed) "aa 

‘wonld keep in memory forver the fist etalitment of Pari 
Trentary and Conaitational Government amongst wth satnc 
Tring hat of the faraighled slatceman na oir Who wan the 
instoment whershy 20 any benefits were eenerral om the 
Provines of Upper Canad hat tomy, on our existing Prow 
ince of Ontasia 

The ineripton upon Simeoe's monument in Exeter Cathedral 
‘est deverites the anand hin work 




















sneha eve ng a hooey with blondie 


Litem 














The stonemor of Sieve was the Honorable Peter Ruse who 
aa come ont fro. England toasts his Seretary or Ai, 
sin afterward at hie Inspector Genera. Tt a he. who eu 
‘ened theft Paiament eld in York, which met in June of 
1797, Test for eight mocks, and It isto be hoped that the 
tenty-ive gentlemen” legion were provided with "ban 
si lodging” to thei atnutin, wd in espn wit Ui 
Prtance and digit. 

“sade the House entan sme interning paragraph. 





































































Parliament Blnge 





amor of invasion were evidently vie, for in 1700 he mays to 
the members ofthe Aeotly 

Tam happy to fafa yo atthe intligene communicated 
tome Ine binning of th winter spectingeconbinal attack 
thin Provine, sid to ein preparation from the side of 
Misiappi, turn out to have had Htloorofouaton. It has, 











ad the very plesing eft of evining our alereal 
strength to repel any ile attempt from that quarter; for T 
ently applaud the very ama exertions of the 
Ueutenants of counts, andthe loyal spr and neal exhilited 
by the malin of tho several disses on thie eceasion, whersty 
tho thowsand volunteers frm Ehe respective core thereof mer 
Immediately’ put nto» state of eves to march with thei 
fray sta moment to white ever they might be onlerl ant T 
‘i peste that the Fost wold have wn fallowel with 
htiy if their serves had os waste 
Like his predecreor hal made his Adress the mai 
for « Title sermonizng, his spew of 1198 conceding ws fa 























ertans in appre Vi, immorality a profane 

the people, tht by the uneral practi of trv piety an viree 
this Province may’ merit th Divine prutection a favor without 
Which no nation or indvidaa, hang verso mighty, ean expt 
ieee 











An intersting evidon of the loyally existing at tie time i 
forded hyn reshtion vo the King orig His Majesty the 
orplus of tho Provinelat seven (whieh iy the wah 
honor of bung the rat ror in the history ofthe Province) 





for the purposes of the presat jut and necessary war (with 
Fane) atl tovaris the apport of his Goverment 

During the ame yar the recs of the Assembly mentioned 
petition from" Darina Dist nn 119 others, member of 
Methoist sity, praying that Pasian provision th sta 
toleration bo extend to them at lather seta i thie Pr 
nso att give validity Ua Uhr marvinges” bat the tine was 
ot ipo for sich an extension of Mwy, tae tation being 
eguived by a ote of wight two; although the tenor of th 
plition wat grant «few scons aftermant 
































The Firat Paeiament Baildings in Lite York 





‘he monattendancy of miter othe egalative dion 

yistion at thie tne, aad adjournment or lack 
tere not infoont The House hal to dal with 
‘he matter. and, daring the ston of 1795, the alent went 





rl who rcv the for 
Tossa Sith 






eeatre of the House Tionty 
Thoms BeKee—who, in 



















ale qurtion 
et of Use wees tmportatce which has ately take lace 
Europe T mean the anion of Groat Britain atl Ile Th 
venting to make them all that thy” are capable of eine 
Teel, everything that could reall the relation that those 
whom mitare inn tbe one wate distin, done aay, 















Tiber pin 
oval at lent of the Legislative Connell and Ad 
ninistratorduting tes somone of thie seond Parliament, an 
{tl the arsval nthe ltr yur, of Pete Hutter, who eur, 
ol the Adinistration til 1808 Ta 
lalay wat one of 
{he ace Daring 
Governor Hunter was followed hy the Hon, Aleraner Grant 
nil France Gor artva from Bngland a the nem 
prota reponatatve. Like Sineno, a Well want of 
seston, Gore was bsntaly woe verso, bt be dire 

















ork toil ge 











































































Having obtained Irve of abmene, Gare aie fr Baga in 
sit leting the Cavern Oe hands of Sir Ie Brock 
Tithe elon of 1815, Gon ra absent dus the Atwoican inv 
on Brock het calle Patinnwat tetera. Ure mouth of 
posible iftaltis with the Cited Staten Taving thie 
righ the wean of the House of ose 

ras to hep of Canna fn 
joy to remask tat he apt of 
























tre 

fel eal you tha they ve somite the 

Fert to this provinrs, but you have only to look at your st 

ation to pt much hypocrite to confusion” ‘The entre popula 

tion of Ure provinces is ine war nly 72,000, ‘The wore of 
ing sal Foe therefore an the ata 


























Jing po hit tthe ei ainiatentor 
Te logit ding Brock’ cain inc 
the etaiahanent of gesral pot throghout the Pravin, an 
se to retrain aber fon packing ures, a anther to pe 
ent deco ly granting bounty for appending deserters 
While te fine pets were prowl praying forthe pe lage 

of voting by alot 
Brees career rachel aa uote end by hie death oe 
Aath af Octoler, 181% bis suecemor being General Seale 
‘Apel 118, lhe Hist direct effets of the war weve fle in 
th day of that month,» force of 1. 
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Americus ander General Dearborn, rachel the shores of the 
ile town, ving erm the lake from Sackett's Harbor, The 
American force tiened all the ule bull, ineling the 
tinment bangs ert Sn 1786, an which; Whee had 
‘life of wearly feventeen_ year it sad that when the 
Awevcane ented the Lagilative Cheb, before apn the 
forch to if they found «hasan eal easpendl dicey ove 
Speakers chair Twas regard auch trophy atl was pre 
to General Dearie, who panel it on tos Serer 
Washington, ‘The starting pis, however ultimately. taraed 
cut te but  piwig nr fla pore ttt. 
ener, who it prewmel, aswell a 
ee The om of the 




















aby iis 
ao to tke ite 
isis bailiign wax rll spare 
tothe fos ofthe ary at all the lat papere an 
Which were destroyed. The Atesivate only 

















iis oc 
baton for four da, the toupee vancking fn the ote of 
Fourtnon vets for their tar vojage to Fort Case 
‘An aged resident of Orta, Mw Seymour ae to call 
mony the burning of the parliament uildings, and all 
slierng evonte conseeted with the captngy of the Kile at 











Before their sition, Ta 








1 thon ine 
of partisan ‘speit that chaser! the tent Newack por 
i, unfortonsely ele with th ae 

rife and its eonsnjtent skein 

Ipponrnee. An intersting ight th 
Tite of the perio ensine! ly eh Ham. chard Cartwright 
who for twenty-thece years wns 4 memier of Ua Leyitacog 
Coon, he ing, ax will te resenbered, auc of Whe oigioal 
sprints in 1782, Duriyg the scion of 1801 the lion a = 
Speaker jv rice to considerable intrigue as between two. real 
‘pnts, and the sonion Ina" with aconidrable degre ot 
fara,” an shroniereastouly pe A daputed ction 
so gute iso to much aerinniouslsewsion. Suatioe Alot 
‘esting member, whom lection wer vided brea of the 
Nhuwacrantable stepe™ taken to ssctre his aletion, Wa fe 

































































































stat to witheww from the Hone ding the discussion 
el he mont ot do "leo hey heb 




























ot the fit partanent abe pa 
fives rent ofthe latin lt 
Facatvely unkown fact hat = Ue iver Te 
the rvee Thane). sil talked of a the set 








1 Kingaton, butween which plaoe and the Lowilary line of the 
{ico proinecslny the grote ass of the poplation, Writing 
ee tia non of 179 he in Neveark) te tall is 
dS" For ny. part begin tobe dgst! wth ps 
Takes hat stenting down er 








ir to fort roglations sey forthe publi ood 
werent dips tr ealelate thet memure 86 






to patrons aul private endownvent ws ti 
repertyof the colony He aida: Sach ple. i persist 
cenionbly be sowing the edt 








Conticbetcn the Laitve Coun 




















tcl oe pi tho er dws 
lof 10 fro th provincial fad isto of by 

onthe nates, Teas aed tha 
Nayennt were made Trom the pevincal caer, the lxiatos 
eu be tompled fo unduly prolong thee parinmentary Tabor 
asin in 1507 the House of Amembly expeeioneedsorany 
sions Me Thorpe was evidently the dtarbing element in Uh 
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Igy teessmil, ad in 
in incdions ad lamioatory lang 
ft ok Hi Majer igo copy 




















meh Wiles pte, a i 





peicned by Hiconerof te Howe for “an mpton el” om the 
the Hon, withoat opposition." Hix tel that 








very etme ha prolable 
Bis Howat” re Begin 
‘The semion of 1408 wit u peel sone, when thre 
or four of the stems abraply Lele for their distant 











lst to Ue borne of he 
perio, rather than guia le Ge intention of the ngjoriy 
ery a bill reguning Use eatablisinent uf chaos The 
Llorinat Gorervis,'s-« peatmcas Sok tran Cha ware 
soverament appointinente hey "heliy Dat despite. the er 
fine of veeegal diplnmie, every oe of the offing 
teen mms votre the net olection, = Amit all ee per 

















lexi" however, mich afl elation wan me from Ser 
Ue year The legislative eaunell wan organiza his Use by 














Eiedover ere pore okieuel inbiker eo cates 
tothe raha" of te lor han, For Si Frcs Gor 

my maely Spite os Srmy 
‘rat eal wih bat wi 








ager (br Firth 

Bore leaving thew ginal Parianent Buildings in York, i 
in perlny well fo oer here he fet of Used afore sefered 
to that tok place atthe rear of the buildings, between Joka 
Sal Clere a the Executive Conseil, and Atlomey- nena 
‘Tos White "The latter was sti the ip al son di the 
former was indnctd for murer, but wes aquitied, ‘This tage 
afore ot Janary 6, 18D, 























































































CHAPTER tn 




















cod on Kingetret ar 



















eal and 
mr ene unroeksd hey 
rere ecg ‘of tei sender Ut th 








tacked al erred by stort the Fortran of Nagar, the sivong 
stand meet formate yuo hey hl of 








ig wo Us etorpri the rope bel with 
the mnoblng. ruin of the town of Niagara, which sna 





























































Phe Sound Partiament Buide a 


yolcy al devoted to the Gain Remutful of dhe mary 





Trough upon. the i 
at resi tt he Ia beat ieee 
tient fd property. the arg ected Sever 
alain i th lire dertracion of he ‘whole Front, Eom 
Tee Bie to Lake Ontario aftr defeating very npr 0 
ofthe enemy. Tas the valor of er weliery deta has 
rove what eas be effected gor cane by em wh 
Fething in view but their own honor a he country? welfare 
No hee congratiatory wer lis ras on the conquer of 
eis sleet fn eer lan His Malet arin, unit 
wvth then of Spin and Portal. we th cota of Fed 
Maral the Manyui of Wellington, have rescued the Peninrla, 
from is invader hb the 
‘vere a letra Na 
Pell hit to ei nt the 
the sosion of 184, when the mimes of srenttt meborn wee 










































felled ne bsing present, while sen we 
Marc, Abrahasn, ui Willeoks, Jen 
ent, alps. Meets Meo 

The Hous dove 










ved tha“ afiientevidenee having 
teen fred to this Honan of thet naga dew 
tion of Jeph Willoka, on fle tember to the emeny, ed 
tt ha actually having boone arm aginst His Majety’s Cover 
ental thi 
Infamones conduct, hich has wtnered hin oapable of ting ot 
‘oi in this Hot, do dela inset vacant and tha he sal 
to longer be eoneidered «tember ther 

Aberin Male wan elo rata dow snlarreluion, and 
Sir Gorn exproued his opinion hat the ben more w- 
ject of rogret than surprinsdo have foot two members of the 
Tegiatatve body in the ranks of Use sooty. A ds Tyard to 
theater of the yal ject roquines Hat seane abo br 
‘Mloplo to yanish wath trator sn lle to the enemy, by the 

































































the eit of sateen bythe war within the Prvine 











Ihazarded thei 
After the cecapancy for one se 
dais Hotel, vera smreding see 


Ties in defence of the Province, by tan thon 























J which stl at the north-west corner of Wallington 
nnd Verdc Teun hike frm tho pa 
ing ge weeping ilo 
Th Septenter, 1895; Gore returoed Teen Engel aa 
xe to a aro of ween.” Nobitnaang ths 
nmeranoe of gutl-wil, enasertle il aling wenn to av 
teed gaint the Downing he arto he 




















daring uw f the meals he took unbrage 
woul Sixes ral” a threat which arid ct tothe 
eter, going down tothe Hous inhi ody ude gb 
ond ening them we with few wo, an strong us hey ere 














That ho had nota few fir a well ans popalarity ann 
te meters Se evidened by the pamege 

Bil ia the wearion of T815, the act voting £3000 atrling for 
sv hat for trl ves i etal 
Trane of the people's gratia” Thi lang xm atads ot in 
the establishment of « parkiamentary”Wheary to veplace the one 

The seston of 1816 was rguais by the pasmagy of sxyeral 
fal meant the mt inyorant being the extension of 
public schol mate, The Governor congratulate Upper 
Hones on "ite provvion for he diesnaton of eters nt 
Infant Colony, which erurt cur to yon the grails el 
















































































The Second Pariament Bilin a 





the rising and fatare generations while the widuct 
‘of Comosria 





wr deerinathon to lave the rl 
Dates ad Drawiacks to His Majty Exerative Government 
ofthis Provins, nil the Tnperial > ope 
‘haan, eanot be allel in quation 

The sowion of TS17 was the st over which Sir Francn Gone 
tad jernition. Aton the fit of the wotions to be pamed 
wax oe which theows aside light on the relations betwen the 

















Hows ail the Governor, when they demanded 
he eight pile of thi House ns amply oa they are 
taupe bythe Home of Comers in Great Bian” Ta bis 
laa dss oie Paint Gove eli Ut the United King 
sl a lta the sani 0 tinal jevepery, elt a 
ting to compel the abelian of Christan Snvery in the pai 
eal Staton of Barby, to whom tyrauty th chi rations of 
Tropa ha eater ape 

The Hl, Sanne! Sith acto as Adinitat a 
he nangural speech of the neon of 181, wharin he gota 
‘0 appropriation to ati egret leave de United Kington 
Sint mia inthe new Province. He aloo ture to the fat that 
‘Sm ha een set apart during previous soon toward th 
‘ection of legate buildings Go replace thom deiroyed Sv 
‘your’ proviouny), but that ie hal bn appropriated forthe de 
fetes of the Province, and advice" the knigbty eit and 
Sargomen” who forme the sae to rps tht um, ad to 

ase for Ue same objet al of which his dati 
sere 

‘The closing widvow of the Adwinintsntor reveals inceing 
gon of ftion between the Upper al Lower Hons” Whe 
Tall thea together he ani Tt was in fll expectation that, 
they would avidtoosly lator to bring up any aseae of pubic 
Savina and hevepeettod the more to have exprienond ia 
intent and = ding wo proitity of any comet het 
the two Houses” he eoneles” "Team seoctanty to lowe the 
{you to weigh wall during the recom the portant fla of 
eck a dinnicn, and tha soo tay met resolve to comings 

























































































ations that psd tenen tle two Hes an tothe x 
tive funciona swamption of pow aad. piles which 








tanker inereting sealing ‘be anna ha om 
‘Amentiy ocr ia the retin of the former "okie 
‘ith principles eabversve of he exesiee of the fn 
Representative Holy of the People, nor woul the Hause yikl 














































ifr the Touran aa hie the batt wat bare 
isp this unigoatinvn nti wa Use rel the Luton 
bom bth Hause, to re 



















wrence oe Kibg's 












‘epuly, the come signa forthe ext soo 
ml homever Ha in the een of thelr inven nto 

wants of the Provis, thetuttets = woul fel ju 
‘Shou it appen to Uh” he 


























‘operionate wind wil earful that i 
Hi ovanes by pation? 














The Soot Pertiament Biting a8 


eamenberel tnt Sis Favored land wes sige other fathers 
on td deply Ines that he Ensiiogs denne of ee fc 
lows odin! shout have ater in during nto the map 
fot of his vie sncinatins so uy Honet nen md loyal le 
Fee of His Majety. Rotert Coulay wan the oer err 
{ore wes beniced in 181, after a ong iprivennent = An 
Ata prevent certain mestngs within thi Province” or "te 
aig bill” so beam nckenmmed, was one of theme tar 
Tithe eeintly to prevent free dicen 
‘ir Peregrine Malla the posing incl 
fai ant ont from Raglan, ts ern tot 
feenpie the penton for Ue comparatively log pia of ten 
Sear Like his prea, he bul ile aymp 
type ofan Engh aristocrat, hi tal, dike 
Fim a dignity in Kp with hin peti 
Hoe, he cleavage began teteen the raets aid herald, 
which rel i the oablishnent of what afterea boa 
"he Family Compch which wns dein to play sel an 
qortaut pat in the history ofthe Provin, ‘The Governor and 
Niseainel contd the aygntants t0 the Leila ad 
Executive Council ao this fet no evista he fotdation 
for the confit which ered im Une uprising twenty yarn ate 
opening of Palianent lee Sie Perrin gine 
ing nur when, ati the esa 
wrod of colonists he ieatonant- Governor 
trithimmaclat pviwig 1 ikeing sword anda gorge wa 
ri, won only fm png than the nero unifore fers 
fof the rian wh compas the guard of honor" ‘To-day Us 


mgeany of late aly desocrati, the exon i nlened he 
frrig ins dinepeared sd only scant dopay of gold lace a 
Frau bottons takes the place of the grgrout special o 1820, 

weeding the session of INES tt ork ue bo he 























2% Ontario's Partoment Buiingn 





nt which was complte in 1520, Two 
inj” wore appdata, Petor Rokinson 


sw Hoa of Pasta 
ant Grane Powel who rept tothe Hoa i 1810, flows 
The nversyne tg leave to sali ta the Honorable Hots 
















the wise of the two B 
baling or tei a 
Mr, Secretary Hillier will stow 
have engaged in the ‘wetak 
in compliance with the rue therein conveyed, they 
triton day to cow withthe Lowest 
Ing, tet with te od ik ulin 
in thet opinion ator ll she secommodation at pron xtaally 
gitar, at Ue a 





ity ner which they 
tal they hove to ats tha 


















Le pig in view the protaity of tore ext 

hal purpose being weownary a some fata di 
‘Shoot with Me Jomhan Cael who inn 

ed Yo ly in wate, anda already 
reps ofthe ot tltinge The contrac, with plan 
he tilings berewih submit, imwhih it wl be 





























the Houne went 
he srweure ana plain wits precomor, bat the growth 
ant eompority of the ental wax shown in ie Uxing bul of 
Bese intend of wood Ih oxeupied the nite of the old 
GF King and Eerkeleystoetn In Tall * Five Vern Can 
hla” he deere the new atrocture as "a long al 
“ios ailing Init with Dig al with mock si 
favly as 1504 and before the detivetion of the orginal tail 
ings aungon of the Oth regiment, aed Walsh, designed a 
Pla for anew Hons of Assibly, be of wood a brik ad 
The pbc bulldige fat were deatuyed saya De. Sealing 
were repel about the year 1818 by others more extensive 
rl of manne nosing characte, on the she moe 
























































ose 












ecily 
Ig ite 
The tee 





Ta the jour 





fama allioge me 
sD Seung 
















































as mtarsie Poriament Belin 


ayes He it wa the testis tuk plas the gro 


Sar pout which aerate wile soch deterwination and 
Gr before the mins of our early lawmakers the eles! 
FRA feb dat Bet aa hearl eh open scson, chilli 
ical rage, be pregan with very weighty coeur 
eS ad ution, whic, athe tne, even in 
nate tet were mostred Unt fe.” Te chi extn 
Ee"pitornen ard nvimonity ww Use ented. lection 
he Howe forming iteif_inur a Contest Hletion Court 
K ih the chetion of Baraas Bidwell 
Mente for Lennox mi Aldington, ine the petitions hel 
that "hs character ws th ato Feder han wer worth 
veeapiation of public funds when he wns resident of 
Socaatuncttrtn years. ‘The Hoo haven consti 
Tt a lection court, wat Bou said, with the rel that 
elwell wus alowed to rin hie wat: indod, his olaqent 
ceety of i own ente no daub ba enact ao with th 
Chedaion of the meat But th ly 
teh in the pam of « Bll ile von sat i 
serene Hamat Asenbly ofthis Provine certain deep 
ops at porns thera wentioned,” whieh aeconpise the 
repulsion bth eleted Member, wh, however, had the atin 
eke ot ning bis sow, Marshal Spiel, elected fa is 
se ne mon lckion ting bel the returning ier rfone 
TDraoipt aay vets for him, onthe ground that he war an alien 
‘Qaowe pete aed lection followed, nd young Bidwell was 
Hote for the hid tne an experience not unlike chat Wiliam 
yon Mackonate went thr sare after) continuing to sii 
Pasiment for slevenwicosive Years 
Te tates of the uct of secon frm 1820-4 were a 
tnt saapoe al forerancrs of tho szrinonions dsesons that 
Tve beb beard in the old Frontatret taltings. Attorney 
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tage and Bry Sngnation” in dling wih dh ue of Bara 
x Bilwel wn exanple which eter n dont, followed on ba 
Th pi opinion were, however 
api Wey were rao ‘The “Gauging Bil of 119, 
the Act to prevent. certain anings within the Prove,” was. 
calle, wan rept 1920, adhe Ao 1821, lead 
{asain ut the senior Hiwell wan pretcally repeal a 
Hoan, ciel after the lectin of 198, who awe received the 
Willan Lyon Mack 



























1524 who have recived the 
‘hair iter mo 
Matshes, Peter Peay. Jahn Willan 




















eave bc, the lg in he old 
orital and Coort Home.” With the Bret ete formation 

2 Relon 

ko truggl forthe let exlitilin of party or 
etn of Speaker ually tener skeen On one om 
‘on, 1894, John Willon, the moniter for Wentworth, w 

Speaker bya Refors majority of 

thatthe power ofthe Panily Compact hal ty 
tome boo That a moh detsope th 










































Uae he pomp ett that hil they (the Lagat) wer 


treating hi igh moot corteny, bo wae fly tid the 
pare was taking 
A curio videace of th 





toga ling toward 
eve dating the son of 1820 A perfor 
inc wan gen i he ile thet of York, which war att 
Us at of ti mer eh pty wel hang en 
the ty rontine 0 The rer pe 
several fvely Brith tune, when somtone tale Tor Yankee 
Dale ad Ha Colt,» plier few A 






































” Onterioa Partiamont Buildings 


store who were promt ‘The eayonse was compli with 
lal went well ba when Use Hose ston th folowing Mon 
tay, botore the deo were open to the pubis, one ofthe tem 
Terrase ai-wih sve soknigy changed a fellow meter, 
Cape Mathews, with eqoeting the Yankee Dole song Sach a 
Uslyal net called for Instant invstigaion. A Committee of 
Prvilage we at one appinted, whith int fr have comsetve 
ight when sore ere summoned at wither bing 
{hese ofthe maperted member” ‘Thi however aw nat 
ml af the mater News of the afr reached the are of 
the “Maate-Gcncral of Ordnanes"at Quebec whoeainoned th 
rleglator toe far diasantcily 4 explain his tery day 
graceful enact "for bavingin riotous etrage 
Tanner eal for the nao sie and tance of the United 
Stee” ‘The ate, being » retired captain, wae 
tilt anthrity "Matte ange the ine hon 
ivi of mare nh Lona Gover pops 


itaperior offer, There was nothing let ut to bey. Having 


ate te ancint ety he laid te exieno of aot before 
the itary teitunal and smeaced a second bat be 
crema suscoded i baving hin potion topped, which ented 
that he ed kong gids for ps sie el 
Vener Doo for te nt of hi tif 

wong Die Aets pase during the wesion of 1826, wa one 
niilot «The Whipping wil Pillory Abolition Bil” thus patting 
fen tothe few plc xbiitions of ht iol whieh graced 

Festi ofthe early day of Vor 

1rd eng of wens egustng pavianentary decorum bas 
teem plas son 1828, Io the sain of hat yor # Me Morrie 
rt i ee ht sn a i of ay 
the or of thi Houwe nal neato 
To zn ech of pariamentary decorum and 
ing the dignity of diberative axel 

inineursng an aoeadment.” Ut thin Hose understands that a 












































Phe Semon Potiament Baiting, “ 


the Howe of Commons Grea Britain its ot usual to carey 
‘oat and intresting quetion with aclaations” ‘The mover 
fhe orginal ton made nother fort ta put his motion, “tha 
it not the opinion ofthis Hou, that pinmentary. tg 
warrants the huzzang i 4 temltaon manner by the members 
standing up in Ueir place and wevng Wei bas and tat his 
Foose will beeater consider as Legale an orderly wach 
‘woe of expreang Weir opinion or feeling” Soch eltions 
real oly i thas later ty, whet the pastage of 8 famous 
1G maker "famous sone” for the historian, nd when "tema 
inal it he fal 


















‘CHAPTER 1 





HE fet step toward the etn of the Paeiamen 
EN Buildings that. cand on Frontateet, wes taken in 
BE) the neato of 1835, when three Commisaners wer 
Sppetntel hy the Upger and Lower Howse to deal 

wrth the question, the ret ting Sha as « preliminary 
Tiep they reauled to offer by public wdvesisement «sum 
src was reward or the must uproved pan lation and 


deen dor the require tidings” Many fardeno architec 























thea! digas were aecoing to the ep 
‘Raita the premiom being awarded to = Mr Nixon. Later, 
oar plans sy estan wore pt in by Nixon ins by 
alain, Fosand Ewart ‘Th following year, 1826, she mater 
trun ndvapord by the passage of au Act“ to authorize the rat 
Tp ky dehentre st of toney be applied retin bil 
Tie Toe te we ofthe Legitore® The Hon, Wiliam Alla 
Willa Thompeon and Great Powel omprised the Common, 
[An architet pamed Rogers afterward. tender plan and et 
{nate forthe eetio of the bu betwee 5,000 
al 700,” Heowastherespom ata to reduce his state to 
anon, bat £57100 was the lowent Sure ho con be inluol o 





























This amount wat eill docmed too Jang Dy the 
sant came to th conelsion, bya reolaion posed daring t 
Sion of 1528, "That the sate voted by he Lagihtare for 
the eretion of public buildings x instcont to defray the ex 


















































Bruion of Patiament Buildings on Front Steet 43 





pease of the work upon a sal corresponding with dhe espera 
Tit of the Provinee andthe mile scommdation othe 
Pariment"; aod a socond rcltion rads *That the ited 
resource ofthe Lenatre wil act wecran at peso!» ferther 
rent foe this objet, ar tha in expdient to dnfer the exe 
Srenoent of he tidings wl he pu revenue shall 
the Palameat to apply ample men for th proper completion 
af the work” al, wth tot Lagatve economy let Cone 
Stee was eppinte to mo wher a rat coud nt be pot on 
{hued wf theo lings Care in 1826 

Tn May, 182, the following alvrticament pear in the 
colts of the’ Lopaists " Puntsauesr Boisson Seale 
Leo for emeting tidings forthe Leflore at Yor wll 
1s renve on the int Monayof June met.” Pine ele, 
sul opcientionn of the tilings may be sen afc th 1h 
Shy of May norton sppition to Gran Powell om whom 
ba Ale Gor 

















te recive” The Loyalist tnfored 
sw Parlianent Hones will san nS 
‘ore Phaon  mjuare containing ex cre, a ser Bne situation, Ta 
Ing the Bay, and in front of Government Hose 

‘On he 30th July, 1820, eoatract wae drawe ete 
Commissioners and Matthew Pies 

and find ll material, for ths of £5400, an to have the 
‘aly for the Legnature by the Ist Janna. 13, Prictnan 
however, fled in his contrac, after avin tae subcontracts 
with Jeph Tarton, « 

















nso, ad. Tasee Crowe, carpenter 
Turton and Crowther were allowel to proceed with thoi prt of 
the wark, bu among to port of commie of the Hn 
mute daring the seron of 183, "The Duin has 0 fat er 
‘ondectel ina way very unatsactory” and Che committe fe 
ther remarked Ut" grat Mame eat tothe Comin: 
sioners for entailing the mu in te eomtract mach below the 
Sai approprinted by the Legislature vi. £10000 

Jon Bwart was, on the failure of Pricey, aathoriand to 
sipsrintend the work Peart had rveuved £1000 on is 
‘contract bore failing, whily Turton had renvel ome £1,000 
nor, ad yet the balding ws oot. Bisel while Merton san 
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Growth demandes £7,750 beyond what thay hal rosived, The 
Citic elanodtheir report with de opinion that £1300 would 
serum the trutare, The Hon Mr. lan was allowed to put 
watatment ia explanation, laying the blane for the eurtai- 
Raktot th expenditure deidad upon, on Sir John Colles, who 
‘Cyto il averse to a gretar sum than £5000 being €3 
retat'n mocha titding. Aveoding to Mr. Allan's report & 
Pema by dhe name of Nixon. was amoag.tho fit to tender a 
Fidn and estimates for erecting ballings of sone ot rick — 
T2100 for the former end £11000 fore later. He eoluen 


‘The Yo Houses approved aed opted the plan ant estimate 
sed olay in commencing the 





for the larger sum, Patron 
Secon the Soance of the contr Hid ot sem to justify = 

The ama received fron the Treasury from 1825 to 183 te 
tailed £7000. On Jonnary 20, 1832, £3000 additonal was 
(Gant by th Leste to wmplete the balding 

The publ accounts f 1S contain Uo detail of the expen 
tare iseonneton withthe bling, Sere the tan ea oly 
wag, Fight of stone from te Mend of Lake” was £16 108 
[Wend £19 tseover the drain eng from the billing; £20* for 
Tagg and soning Well,” £0 for loving the ravine in ont 
oF tlding": an Tian brown in entered at fourpenee; 8 
onto wood for the clerk’ oi cart 15 S60 wasp for 
eating lads ste From the lake" Cedar jot were ei 
Tenis great demu, ad qocer combination of“ tionery 
and white fea” fn ntere under one san 

‘Anan outome of the retarded progres inthe construction of 
tn badnga and the fallares of costrctors, many extn lima 
fore ate henst the Government and @ Speial Committes, 
Minpord of Aiaander SeDonolh, Jamo Fitagibbon, and David 
ABacnab, investigated thew in 1888, and recommended the 
agmant of £154 of the £180 claimed. ‘Tho work of eomseve 
Fixer completed by men paid by Ue day, Danean Kennedy 
w lattten being appointed soperintendont The Coniaision 
‘hes eprint £1300 more would te required to fninh the 
Thang ie pmper manner, and "to construct an are (0 th 
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cata wont fens of the portion arond it" to civer the of 
Sith tina cnt of £508, which hey raged. as insapen 
{le forthe safety of the bling which a are ence hate 
fly escaped boring hy spare from one of the chinnies 
‘hic fe upon the singin” ‘The reetane wen he clamps 
(oF the portio were yuarsed near Halton, ships hy algo 
the edge of Burlington Tay, and trnahipped to York on the 
‘opesing of navigalion, In Uh ld dengnn thre are pillar and 
‘poliment at the main entrene, which were never curred out, 

a Tan told these pillars stl oi the gunerien 

he erga bling enon of «conte, 139400 feck, and 
‘eco wing, 00:55 fet, the latter being forty fre. distant fom 
the contre Tn 1849 those spaeat were enclee, feng the 
Speakers rooms onthe east ant comuittw root onthe eet 
‘The Laginlative Chanter war 46458 fk, andthe original Logi 
lative Counsell Chamber Unter the Hbraty) 44x54 feck The 
sent roots wore tas) as valle, at fora time ae lege 
Intive alex AC that tine the bailing was thought to be 
starved of architetaral sil, andthe pros of the day gave glow 
ing secoute and long deserptons of "ie magaicent length, is 
tbl agade and ils hatdste apartmenta” What was lttn]y 
the library was then tilled ae the Lagilative Couel tn, or 
the" Fanily Compact Ror,” twas dled at that ime, the 
‘aucer per lary potion a the rear (tly wed hy the Queen's 
Printer) bring dh trary and reading oom 

Only the tims ofa large volume coal do adogonte tito the 
istry ented within thom old walls daring the sixty yearend 
sor of ther existnon, Between the epenig of the int Palio 
sont fn 1882, and the proroguion of the lat that was held with 
In iteChamber sero of important questions and oubjata have 
‘eon agitatod, debated, and brought to pam” The atragle for 
reponse government ended long ag i victory the ela 
{ation ofthe elegy reerven war gonsuntoted tar ie wo 
the bil tang pase inthe season of 1858; elections ave to 
lange degre boon parts; manhood safe has taken the place 
the old-time restrictions of the Eanehine dation bas ade 
‘marvellous advanons illages have grow into towns toms ha 
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expanded into ete, and hundruds of hamlets have rten oer the 
ands the province has inrensol in popoaton wnt i numbers 
vet two milion soul and tortead of tho Afton amexblyien 
Uinta forthe fet Upper Canaan Parinmeat in 1792, ninety 
ine now conus the Provinil agilat 























CHAPTER 


old strctore served the State sits 
ms of Palinnnt, bat as ben a Court of Lae 
‘Chlloge, and’ a Barracks and rare! daring the 
Stirring tines of 1847or the “tare ap aa Sit Francis 
Bond Head desribod it Two or thre day after the rebel 
E pising at Montgoteryt Farm, Sir Franc becoming 
Souinon that mattrs wore tang sroae tor, rtnved Iie 
Frans tom the od town lt the Pasta Bulings, 
whore, alo, the avilable eck of arts and anmeition wer 
Morel, ‘The ol bik plo wen Ut lee in stato of brine 
tnd she march of Uh peket was heed around ity walla Daving 
vary hour of the dayssinforenente were coming i fom the 
fijaentontton The old ataamer ‘Troon brought «de 
Tachinent from Ningur, while the Hartington landed eon 
feat Tro Hamilton; Port Credit. Whit Coboarg, and other 
lags alo set cele quota, ‘The file town was ssn crowded 
Tboverfowing with theac band of raw recrulla, and. the open 
‘yce in front of the Parliament Buildings wan ascene of tas 
Cketement. Within the tulding the governoe and his cabinet 
st condinelly in ean arvanging a plan of camped, 
it Hoe 



































wweveal 





‘the ot 
ihc oF ttre warriors tl 

thorn into comparion, which were 
som, which extended from the 

i Front far ne the Bishops 





(Cantsion reigned 
Fits ara 
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Paloce, The olal master was abost 1100 men. Sit Francs, 

note oa a white horse, ge the W 

ALtwelve ork oon, on December 7, and thus stared 

Tray Tormed army for the rebel rendeavons, to the stirring 

movie of two lands the windows and rots ting erowded by 
o cheersl cach company. mt it 











meu women and hile 
orchard ty. Nearly quater of « eentry had clad since 
‘Toronto had witweant wach ral evdenecs of wa, when in 181 
the invading. Ameritas troops marghed vieteriouly along the 
sate rent 

"The bildngsexprienod another" military eecapation "when 
the perinatingParttent ofthe Union eft State the session 
[OF 1880, vce companies of the SOth Reinent taking posession 
fd transforming the Igislative alls no oieybarrecks The 
0th bd ene Us ean inthe Groat Eater, long with 2000, 
fellow-warviors Portions of the. following repiments Were 
‘foarte within the Paliment buildings» 9008 Pot (now Cam 
Tegechie Regent, ne taltalin ofthe 16Us Foot (now. Bed 
fordchire Regiment), 4th Laneahie ow the Reval North 
neath), one battalion ofthe 17th (sow Leicestershire Reg 
cn the 30th Foot and the Gch Ries. ‘The eastern wing wae 
cecupel a a mes rom, Blined hall and oes quarters The 
Shamber nd” ibrary weve filled by two companies, the thin 
fnaking shelves confortable the lng Ding in he rar 
‘tthe tain portion. The basen ofthe centro part wae mle 
Inbal, and trday the ol signe of "Sergeant's Room, No 
‘real tobe nen pinto the donty old panes fase. Several 
Glengeons of yan daKnen, Into which not may of Hight 
“lors which were atin ax guard-rooms re also to be found 
in the gloomy reemes of the dont cellars, while Ue fess 
Fmltating Sit Waller Sot exauple at Shakepearce home, 
eralchal ir nainox on the widow pance "One of the diver. 
Tlons of fhe men after rollicking mom was toboggan down 
{he slairwaye the dinner-tbls, with tei eg peti eave 
wank ing ili forte prone 

The miltay eceupation of the Dilings put tei strength to 
severe fen so much ao tht, when the Ontario. Aseably tet 
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fn the Chamber in 180, lgge potions of the cat wing walls 
Tad to te rebuilt. Te war in dilapidatod and dangers cand 
tion the fors rating « network of prope and the wala « 
umber of taya The Clumber, daring Un military ocupaton, 


eckground remaining in ft place since it had oon last used 

Aor the Union Act of 1841 ws pod, the chamber wae do 
serie for pearly ten years from 1881 to 1450. Tn 1548 aod 
‘arly in 1840, the buildings were tlie an w Tanti any, 
{he od gaol on Toronto-stret, where seventeen inane patents 
Ina bee coined, ting ltr ledaate for Une porpoms De 
Rove wan the Sort ica sperintement, who wus mao 
by Dr, Telfer, oth of whow are now dead. The stairean inthe 
tutors wag were bounded up at Ue sil ao an to yeevent the 
‘evoatieally inelined patient from throwing themaiven over the 
Tatustrden One of the fnnaten of the old gu andthe Pala: 
stent Buldingn--Andrew Wool i lw patent tthe Toronto 
[Arglom, being ow over noegy sear of age 

Tn 1990 the baldings were toad temporily Uy Ube Court of 
‘cers Bench, aod gin in 1845 they weve Seed for university 
fut medal schoo} purposes in connection wih Kine College 
William Hane Bike wns profesor of law in the uiversity and 
delivered bis law lotr (rich comsoenced a ight eck in 
‘he morning) in one of the tom in Ue nat wing ofthe Pala 
touut Balding 

"The to all cottages sanding atthe west ond of the 
Crown Lands Department were ted ax dinscting ro by 
the medical stadenta "hove were the days of extensive body 
fuatching; indood eae the only means ty which th 
students could obtain dimeeable subject, no legal machinery 
Ting in free at that time forthe supply bdr from tho 
Publ oetitatong 

‘Ona wioler night of 1840, half « daten embeyo Aaplapans 
toured» bags sigh and drove to lonely gran ont on 
‘Yengostrvt, whare Vey soon went to work with leks and 
svete ‘ual they bad excavated hole uboat fr fet spear, 
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se the head of « newly-anae grave. ‘The coffin reached, one of 
the party was lowered, who raced tore of the idan Bx a 
upd arnt the ars ofthe bady, ad noo. the ghatly it of 

hs mow. Deng tb corpse 





Famaaity wan sttaed Up 
tudo clothing, which was retneor tothe afin the lady 
tras clown at oHd sock and Uhrown fo the aligh. ‘No 








Tonner however, hai the homeward journey heen eowmnene than 
Tey found they. were beng. pd, toa of Uncks ying 
i them over the gltering rbot ata Gipnite sped 
Tmt the wedicon cade their pormars and rechot the eile 
Ths hac theo walls seen soaay stan nation 
coast aby the porgenations of te Parliament 
he Union On the einen to Toronto, aftr a Pafient of 
avons in Quebor or Montreal, the throne, the mice, a th 
[poral ut were agin ut Un pls, and ee tatrack ron, 
{feeduw-reoms o Oe wards of the insane were converted again 
to Logiave tee. To November of 1440 the various Depart 
from Montreal Yo'Tovnl, ins years basing 
Taped nos the last eonson of the Ur Canadian agile 
Wal‘ Beit in the ol buildings. Consorele expense was 
Fnouerel in renovating rfitng, and decorating the Chambers, 
and when the selon was convened om the 14th of May, 1840, 
{fun env cme nt only frm Toronto, bat from all parts of 
fhe Provinoe, witness he opening eretoatee with Lord Elgin 
asthe lover Genera 
Pariament st in Quobee frou 1882 1855, and when 
Toros turn enme agi, the Doprtanents wot, for the st 
rol ts the later city, Sit Ranga Heal opening th 
iti "Te tlldinge gain waderwent an extensive internal 
‘ranaformaton, Owing tthe Inge ferease in the membership 
MT. Asseubiy,aiinal sesommoration bad to bo provided 
{ore he nos formeriy allotted to the public ad teen en 
‘Souchel upon to sock an extent that ony a few benches ware 
Taf at the west entrance for tha tne ofthe members of he Lei 
Tete Counll ‘The Counel Chamber (ferwanl the Libraey) 
feck and reurnihed, prosenting am aspect of 
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alt imperial splendor, insomuch that the Governor privately 
‘earkal that" rspomsle government had not olitertd the 

spot of Canadians forth iepping of sverignty 
[ethis tne the Pront-atrvt iilings eae far abot of po 
the Departaert, and, 





ilingnieiont accra 
eal thay Were saltered far and 
the ity, and others again in the distant wise” "The Executive 
(Count fra were quartered wth the Law: Department the 
Provigil Secretary's Department and theofce ofthe Governor 
(General in he old hospital, which ton in he ea of orchard 
tar the corer of King ad Juhtratretn. Thi ne building, 
ly the way, was Sir Job A. Macdonald's headgaarters during 
flat Parimnent and i wns ther abn that Grange Broa’ le 
brated twosdays ainistration held is delberntons during is 
tele bat semen exiatone 
Tammdiatly aftr the poration of the seain of 1850, the 
Departments were removed to Quelee where they retained for 
six yeas lefore being permanently moved to Ottawa. inex 
(Confeeration, theo bldings have leen even more nnd 
to-acommadaia the Department then in 1880, and various ent 
de buldings have bon elle into resin, ‘Th Departs 
ofthe Attorney-General, Registrar General, Division Corts a 
Tnamigratian, were haute fer ome yearn the tui on the 
onset of York and Wellingtn-atst, known an York Hove 
‘od formerly occupied by Judge Hayernan. The Pubie Worke 
Departient fond temporary suacters ina building on Welling 
tonatrest near Yorkestec, the Department of Agriealare nl 
Brean of Sattie were lations atthe sore of Fonge and 
Qucensreots an the Hoard of Health on Vongestrve. Now 
owever, al the Departments arw under the one sof, with tho 
sxcption of Uh. Education Departet, which ill rnaine at 
the Normal School bailing 
‘On many’ oeesions the Chater and Lagilative Conn von 
tveben the sene of brillant balls ld unde the patronage of 
Government Hoone, The olf Legislative Chamber wae, the 
nny a Tal, where gathered the wealth and beauty of 
Ontavieapital. Bat the moet. socom event of thi naar 
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‘was eld in th charred rains af the old Government Hoa, the 
Trrat wall being covered with flags and beoser, nd the sam 
fuer sky sorving a1 the oly rook The seen ie deveribed as 
tring teal in the extreme 

‘Nor have the ld buildings ben the bome only of leglaton 
soliier,juigen yrofeair, and other clases of beings in hman 

i vite fore, butstrange tain have real me of ghostly 
“utara ceupani, who sm to bao acted, a bad phos 
Sometimes do, in'e highly reprehensible manner. Certainly 00, 
‘ing spt could ck for a more suitable basa than the eure 
Tike ells in the banner, the dark aod naerow cords with 
‘heir hewilleving tite aad tory the dst echoing upper 
‘Ghantern. When the tiling was used insane esylum, 
‘oe of the female patents commitnd suche by hanging, herself 
from hot in the wal ofthe Iaseent, and was quite com 
‘nent therfore, hat for yours, om dark nd stormy nights, abe 
‘Should haunt the spot whate the tage dul was commited 

“The pit of the poor denoted wedi mad to have had a 
rival na itr hon who, lad in white, wth her bur steam 
Jn lwely over her shoulder tale slenly throgh the aubter 

nother fomale spi, with « checked dross thrown over her 
ta howe the wester eta for her midalght meanderingy— 
evnitting whigh wos then tied atthe dieting room, whi 
Dita acovunts fora ile of human Bonee unearthed near i 

Tikal ofc of dhe Queen's inter hal anol upper story or 
soley, s-eovered and fall of echoes, whore a woler-ghort 
ra wont to pare in fll rygimentale He displayed a com: 
Trendable ante in thas choosing a quiet comer for himself 
nl not eespansing upon the proms of his speceal companions 
Tut his cote of loaity may havo been determined by the cok 
tection of tems and secoutoments What adorned the wall and 
(fling, telonging to th late John Notwan's museum, among 
Sik he would entraly fel at home 

Ta tangible and more mysterious were the denizens of the 
report fom tthe rear of Uh stern galls. All that is 
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‘known of these was tld by a night watchman, who ater ne 
‘uidaght visit cold never again be indooed to enter the tommn 
lone.” He hinted vaguely of mocking and noise hoes 
onthing from wnsn form acter dsoncerting mie 
tions. Who knows how many phantom patients where de 
Tartel legato met ons more in wordy eon were di 
tarbed by the eri etions ofthe ober uncanny’ ecupants of 
the ld Baling 

‘On tro oceaions the builings have marowly escaped desta 
“ion by fie. In 1861 aie cecured in the tan wing td tn 
July of 1862 the rot ofthe wom wing wat entirely destaye 
fn the mane way. Fire han ed played have with man 
‘he pasiaent uiltngs, Besides thei destruction i Ian 
‘gai in 1824, the parliament batings at Montreal were Som 
pletely destroyed in 1840, while the Dominion bling a 
Dawe have had more than ane narrow escape 

‘A tank robbery Se alo among the tcmoriey of the od bi 
ings in tho days when «brunch of the Hank of Upper Cana 

in what is known asthe Speaker's Raum Jas how 
‘much war aan on that omasion is not known, bat the mnt se 
‘oar fotare of the aon i tis sai, that the window 
‘le was et from the inwide, 

“Meeton should be mado of Mex Bilton, who for many yeas 
apt a emectonery standin th coerider, nen the ain eatin, 
sf shou Uh members of the old Legsatare will well emetic 
Take ould have suri the “sweste of ile" in sack hor 
‘sine might have been even mone theving than it wan 

‘The histry ofthe various manson we nthe ferent pala: 
ments of the province i mort interesting one. ‘The Best ons 
trot made ofp of, pated red and giked and was aed by 
Simcoe when the Best patamant wa emvinal a Ningara Te 
war afterward incaded mong the nis of war eaptared by the 
Amerioane in S13 in Tonto, aad ssl to te sem, wih 
Beth ensign aap at the sane tine, inthe U.S. Naval 
Academy at Annapolis, Md. All Une hat bron lot of theo 
‘wd after che Arion war, bt pon the oti of the Canadas 
Pariament ordered the pacha of new tee, whch was po 
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‘eure in 1845 at costo £500 terling. Tee deserbod a a fu 
Sine of that inthe Hlth Hone of Commons, abd i, oes 
Tad a sterng history, "Thee tines i husteen reed frm the 

mand uring the Montreal iti gaia narrowly exaped 
‘estrction, Te would sem to have a chnemed fe The mace 
to inthe Ontario Legisltare at pron wan poeard bythe 

felt Macdooald Government, and it rie of capper and 
Fie li. ex cn, however, wes oly $200, 

The following dates wil bat iastente the vari Mistry of 
theo balding 

{S2K-—Firet som vole for air construc 

1898, —Tetdars ite 

1838 41,—Oeeupied hy the Legatre of Upper Cana 

139, Us tmmporaily by the Coart of Qurens Bench fo 
emmnocion with Kings Clloge 

S482. Osepied san slam fr the insane 

1886-0,—Parlament of the unit Provines 

1861-87.—Ullina a itary barracks 

1867 to 1808, Seasons of the Ontario Lgilatura 
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CHAPTER VL 


At he fas somes witneted inthe okt Parioment 
Balding a‘ large val 
dbo Tequted t cntan the ren, Yor 

farting opis prodoeed clon aad bexn eons 

cy in erlor days, it in probe Ht no 

chamber hae witnsed sormier sens oe 

esr ware entnaiy H b ection beioe than the Old 

ok Ontario 

itis thereto to ofr to only afew ofthe not 
sccnescounecta with the Probate buling oo a commence 

rt mny well be mao wth tho exciting incidents aiing oat 

ot the tarsi in ely of Sie John Cllorne in Hamilton Jaro 

an carly teoton, Ont ofthe investigation to whi 


Tara the Honan February, hor afterexamination, 
he way bya nalulin moved by Wiliam Lyon Mackenzie ac 
moe Keetnn "cotnite othe gaol of York dr 
Ing the pleat of thie Hones” Two voter of th ose 
‘hen a diferent tines ko Herts him, oo bth were negative, 
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He was folly given hin iberty om the ad of March, after 1 
Tne imprsoned Tor futeen days This episode had the 





fleet of suiimly bringing t 
Boing tate ant martyr hi fortune was there” materially 
Tivabent one of the rats being it elation to the Assembly i 





the following yer 

The Honstable U, 3, onlin Solicitor General, was als called 
to the bar of the Huse but cape prnonment by offering 
tS anwer questions. The mort improsive and astonishing prt 
te scone was tho ainistesig oft mont ld and. Kindly 
“munition by. Boulton oltime opponent, Marshall Spring 
Sidwell, when everyone expect a severe alti 

‘aor of the fetare of the fvestigytion was the summon: 
sngat Wiliam Jarvis Sherif ofthe Gore distri othe bar of 
the Hons, “tog onthe cate and to potas 
{he efigy’conmeted herewith or wich parts thereof wt rein 
is psion” One has ony to pete the sxne of the exhib 
ion ot romants of a empty crate bf 
tip grave and solemo, ao investigator ould be to soe oi 
CEs ot eopcialy in view of the report of the special 
‘Senmte cht the ereunstane calle the Hamilton outage 
‘Shnattgetheranwrorty the palienotice which has Yee dra 
Toi by he exaggerated porto the Gore Gute and tha he 
veonons who eommitted the ofeucs hase teen few in number 
deal to clint detect 

Fhe bnraing in egy of Willis Lyon Macken in Gal, 
few yours later, call for no such formal investigation 

Tike rade of yeas preceding the uprising of 1837 were the 
vnet taraent in Ghe patient history ofthe proving, and 

cl many n debate where stapes 












































wary every soon Wit 
Thestormict of llth army petra” of that te was un 
laabiolly Wilfiaon Lyon Mackensa, Soon alter entering the 
foleal ave in 182 caro the warfare which he ad been 
Pectin i ie yape, nto the Tagiative Chamber. Tn oer 
ened thebcten of auc» Hora in the Bosh, to Government 
‘feived an osolete val, which forbade Uhe upanthoriel pai 























Panwa Soones in the Old Chamber a 








cation of reports of paliamentary proceedings The agitation 
for Mackenzie's exelsion fem the Hotee ommenon! a aly ar 
the sain of 1881. Motion afler motion, male by Mackenee 
Leought from Attorney-General Boulton spoece of wry Bites 
fone, but “the litle manain frm York as he wn cle, com 
Ainved Yo annoy and harrass the Government in tact nove 
Before dreamed of, ‘The attempted revenge of the Goverameat 
‘ome dusing the following salon. By thin Ue the Reform 
arty ad sfollowingin the House which inaerally strengthened 
their hands, among the amber Being: De Raph Marshall 
Spring Bidwol, De Moron and thers“ o tine they contr 
fle Assembly, but the Bxeeuive exercised the veto ower when 
ver they deemed féneceamry. Hut Sn Macken ay halon 

ponent whe rete prt kept the Camber in tae of 
‘excitement and oresional uproar. He, however, fouls net 
fos in Sir John Colborne, man detrei asa rigid absent 
it. diseipinrian” “Tt soot to be wondorel at thatthe 
family “compact. wero in litt hostility to Markense wo 
‘rong the medion of his paper, called them "tele of il 
ower" declared “he would rather work fr his bee then rae 
In fo the afi fangi of the country, more mss aod per 
‘lentil than the quate actuaries that euirle Tork 
'e alo had patitions rent to the Hoos, nade numerous char 
asin tho Exceutie ad slared ona ew line by invegntee 
he public secomnte Hix wtteranees were regarded ty the Re 
cutive authorities ae gr, scndalous an! maicoes bot 
Soils eharge of broach of pviloge was lkmntely mae aged 
i “After making’ defen on the lines that Ue Howe hed 
ap jrilietion in prooeutons for Hib, he withdvew tom the 
Chimber, A samber of motions and amendments were yoeed 
pon, when tho House, bya ole of twenty-four t Bltsen de 
‘hed to expel him. ‘This precipitated wei of the aonaers 
sooner ever witnosed in the historic ol tulding Peis 
sted in, signed, no doabt, by Mackenzie's fiend preying the 
LicntenastGovernor to disse» House "tinted withthe ort 
ico of jal perl 

The privilege of petition was apparently largely taken ava 
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nguot Jung by Ue logit publ nthe Jona of ihe 
tat eBctim. or walane, during thin sion of 183 
Fee Mentored 200, increwng” a the popular dicontont 
ey a 600 in 189 and 1887, and 700 in A887. Tn 
aero foo a comparetively correct ex of he unrest tha 
fen ened 

aed umber was resect on the Zod of January, | 
108 HS feenda carved through the steeta in. trump, 
ra crcnament Howe to Use Patinnent Buildings, where they 
ci prea cheers and much confusion from the thousands 
i ary the omal sone, tering the Hoos be ood 
mee galing to be sworn in, surround by w crowd of 
we peokinee A motion to expe bint second Gane wast 


remanent the carga f men hailed ee 
the ster does of tho Howe, and 




















Ferien an corridors, fre 
A very weilabe opac, Ho was, however, aan 


nc charge, that be hd diberaely repeated in 











Trrtncate the bell statement that "the present Hoste 
Ane dowel oy of syophants although he man pase which 
Taleo nisopponents ray hat they were # band of bl 


doar eng the camber, the ato ofthe howe in the eyes 
ta falas addr Ue aie, when cheer were given for 
hin IV, Eon Grey andthe Reform ministry. ‘The proces 
erat igh formed aad conactd the new rember obit 
ran oe eee ariousuttreaks, Sir John CoTboroe had the 

ove note of a 











fre ecntar of the, Hons, Mi. To 
ss the King paying hi t remove th wat of Govern 
sai ne moe mate and convenient potion wher thy 
sat tly Hable "vo bo nye fmaiod and overae 
eat av igornto infant otc te ey ole 
ae eatery epost vileos aod outrage t whieh any 

ill deaogue may chaz to oct the 4 
Ti em anced by ave of 028 to the wing 
eS abo Red Lion Hotel on Yonge ‘The rb 
taking Feed threatening proportions Sere of esting 
wa eid ydlons wer sigue and en fo the King and Go 
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Imperial Puament, pring for res of grovancea While 
Mackenzie was in Baga forth pps: of presenting the pt 
tions in person, tho Laglatare 1889 coco ore ex 

Tho old story was repented of his re 

weal an. Alter hie ston in Down 
Cro fallow 


ied hi, 
tion, and 0 the baile 
ter, 1899, anther great 
‘ei lender in his tome to enter the House ad 
ke his seat, Sir Allan MacNab was hissed fom the gallery 
whereupon the Spraker ordered itelane. ‘Th Sergeant at Arion 
(David MacNab, Urodber of Sit Alls) also ordered Mackenzie 
toleave, MacNab drew hie sor when Macheoris sal, Don't 
touch me, Tam prepared to take the adh Stl sanding hie 
sound, tho eustolian of th mace end tho realitrant meas 
ad tel dra his toward he dor, but m stalwart Highlan 
frien of Uo ele Scotchman interfered By this tiwe the ox 
‘Seoment was afore het ad the pope attempting to ta 
remain of the Chanter, poly for the novel pepo of 
Uonily routing the dirty ive meters the faner “lose wot 
tut end ereendod. Goal confusion reigned tothe lobes 
and galleries. Some ofthe membuts fearing Wowie, te 
{the erovda, when gradually th uprne de down ada eon 
‘us called Mackenzie's reexpulsion the next day baught forth 
another shower of pettons to th Licenant-Goversort A fer 
days forthe redoubtable contestant nguin entre tha Hons 
weaving the gol chain and mal that had own peated 
iy his adirors, and tole his wat only to be elected. es 
tines by the vglast Sergeant As before, dense crows wi 
essed the sencn from the galerie. Finally Mckenst lf the 
so, and Toronto retaidwthout ne of fs mensber 
realy = whole Parliament 
Tho scimony that dstinguabed the debates appeared in the 
prow of that dag. “One pape, in reporting the pressings of 
{he measion of 188), han fered to ir. Motkenri MMe 
eure brought op to the House ae many dovuments a old be 
cked in'a commen Wheelbarrow, a etrtained nore 
embers by what he called «epoch on the Kington Bank Bll 
for the priod of abot six hours and « hale dng which he 
‘rel the Speaker with, Yet; No, i; Then, sr; Now, se 
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Ta another Saas the ane paper (the Conan 








Ae ty rferstohim as Wiliam ton Mackonae, he mounte 
ae no bg to feel his enoxequnce among small people 





tn rll, He he frog in te fable, with pomp and. wan 
Thi caporiam of pea. viliny, thin sya exible, hie 
rar upon the public Title Mackenzi, has bean raicot 
Hear att baton pata to arsune the attode of man 
Te aupeles fabveations of Chis yg kv, nad hi le chat 
ca thue sean, hn cot the exantey as anc ae wont mse 
ar cr oF the ru from York t Newmarket! Wo tell 

yet Cana to beste of the designing, hyp 
‘iti tole Tl not elasly watehod By 











the people of U 
frien ftom 
{Ei pe vertara the Karte of the eouoty 

Tie hoe of Marshall Spring Bidwell ws Speaker in 1888 was 
scutes secon foran exibition ofextzme party feling, Th 











Sullecto-Generel denosneed. him a8 
Poon aigniied situation, —‘Thereapon Mr, Pesry. say t 
ee aot on his props and talked agmatine with a good 
ae er, an msc in convincing the Howse ofthe ox 
sastansof hin nd andthe supplnds of is tongs 
ance Bond Head (dhe Sit purely civil Governor 
aed te Toronto while Parinment was in sion in 1835. Con 
tere Foreedea, visited Ue Upper House at once, called 
Te ntipman to the bar of ¢he Comel-room, aod there 
aa eee an "The King bd ea there were grevanon to 
al be ha orn eat ont tovedros then ‘Thin 
er who Tooke upon the new 

















Foden, bo al, 
inal the hopes ofthe Refor 
imovnatie san lly aud n fiend Returning to 
TENDr Duncombe, ten metre for Oxford, moved foe a Com 
wee of riiege to enquire a to water i wae he correct 
Tit for the Kings rpmaontatie to adress Chem i che mide 


























eee mioest, That di de Yasnea” sx an eyeonitne of 
he tome, "The Govern turned against te Reform sc 
an being greatly annayed Hy the motion, and that was in fac 


th Tod to the oan i 1837 


Jee Sir Francs Bond Hed tat ho ws guilty 


hee 
ot tivetn 








‘ moonstivutional means during the elections of 1886, 














Farina Soones én tho Old Chamber a 


produced material fur Biter Sight in pasiament and inthe 
from. One jonrnal ays: " We have belare ws the report ofthe 
cmmitte ho ware lrefully sxlected to whitewarh His Exel 
Toney Sit Prana Boal Head We expected it wold be plan 
‘ie though fa, bt tron otto be fale without the eumber 
tas appendage of plauallity, t dslares Sie Francia to be as 
‘pare driven snow, and the lone of Acsettlyand the Orange 
dena lees purer! Whatever effet the report may have on 
Downing sree, every man, woman, td cit in Canada wil 
pronaice it fom begining to end one vig Ye The tal 
The serpent is over ial” No wonder Sir Frei, rom his plat 
Sf vow, afterward wrote of Mackenzie as "a plies mount 
wok? who “spoke, amped, foamed, wiped his eiitious Hite 
tout, and Chen spoke again" aad no wonder alan that he 
Irrtes "On the 23rd of March (1898), at noon prssly T pro 
eeded to Patitnnt Buildings to attend the swearing-in of 
Socom, and a on a thinportamt ceremony was over bow 
fing in silence, int to hin and hon to is Excetive 
‘Usendd the stairs a fond myself slonein te pre 
Tian alogether to ae « moment of orermbebaing eos 
and Leould not belpfervealy aatoring to mpl, Thank Cod, 
Tr lat rbened 

The seven sport ofthe Grevanes Comitioe—a fordable 
document which wes afterwards sent tothe Home Goverment 

trae another bone of contention eat profced not Tittle 
Sitnperation inthe Howse iates In 1880 general eletion 
was held the Reformers being lft in decided not, Macken 
[Bren several of his eo-workerewafring defeat. Anew yall 
reg being iesstile. During this esion Dr. Ralph, who 
tras a new ain to the Opposition, mad the poze of his ifs 
Jn favor of mlling the elongysesrvee and applying the proses 
{o.clueational perpews; bute suction was defeated The 
tecaion terminate! amid a scone of disrder, bees! on the 
reject of uniting Upper and Lower Canad, A aber tole 
Jr inthe debote anid frequent oteruptons, when Dr. Holph 
free to pen toa quvston of order. Stungly worded ap 
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vere made tothe Speaker, and ant words were freaky haved 
Tetwroen the extled meters Conforon an disorder reigned, 
nll the ‘Speaker ansomsend the arrival of the, Lietenaat 
CGnedfser, This pul oop all father Siorusion, and 
rovoing the patinuent the Tieatnant-Governor congrats 
Troon onthe hermony of the meee 

The visi of Lord Durham i 1838 as an important event of 
that day. He reached Toronto by boxt, and thous. bad 
father’ between the Frintaiee aicance of the Parlaent 
Buildings and the bay to 2 ad har the Commoner wet at 
hy the Home Government ‘The veel ould be seen sling 
‘ound the Islan, but intend of turning through the wasters 
etaring at length, however, the boat entered the tay ad 
Tandod ie iting passenger, who proceeded ta the Bul 
tage dice for tho whark, for neal thes hours the ered 
a patiently wate, dieosing the eanse of the delay, Te wae 
teme time afer that rum aiid the singe cnet ofthe 
{Captan andthe Comminsone to the fact that My Lent was in 
the eet of preparing an latorate tale when Ube ity was 









































Neached aod Ure plain ia Grlerl foc. ernd for an 
our or to wnt the portant operation enld te complet 
Entering the Lagilative Conner, he there addremed the 
of boi Hotes ad aficrarde delivered apeech 

{he ouside Unrong from lo atone stay of the main entrance 
The exaica of 1840-51 were alsa ave wilh shy aonen 
ideal wareéey of then daye Lond Eigin was 














erernor General at the fine, and althogh a aasing, 
Plain ld goallowan, being often sun to walle anminraem with 
his wife tn the goo, old-time wa, yt ho never fal to 
‘iphold the digety of hi high offee when opening or prooyuing 
the Hoase, On sd cceasons a gaily eajarinned four hand 
Aree the ioe Raga couch, while fall eomploment of portions 
allended to wait on Hiv Loniship. When be made his st ap 
Drsrane in Toronto fow Mowe were hated a the cheers 
tho tarning of th Parent Budingnin Montreal bing sill» 
staring qveton, tt pai feeling wat som alls 
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Tho sesion of 1850 withoned a eres of kon dchates on the 
ine questions of the clegy rowers the rebellion les bill 
fin seiguial anoren” Rater, virenee and acrimony chee 
teste the spechen Col Prince moved amendment (which 
war vod down) ceauring the exseative for dima fu 
‘lie some ofthe signer ofthe anexation mnnifeetn,Papinea, 
Sie Allan MacNab and ether lading timers Sodulged in per 

that tend. most sosomly exhibitions of temper 
ennui wit shaking of te and dive throat This lasted 
for three moat, tat Wat Chere wa goat deal of leilative 
srork performed pits tba nciocuiecsSpect-naking sown 
Ty he fact that nearly 230 tlle wore Sntrduod a th to 
Nouns, of which 145 resid tho royal aaunt 790 petitions 
twee alo promoted and O¢ oleh eommition spotted, which 


























Tie dournal of 1851 contain oo of the estat naguetons of 
‘Confeeration, Mr Meret moving at “an wrens be weal othe 
ga ie the et if a gel eon of al 
the Bekioh North Aterean pwovinosy” but italy 




















Witla yon Mackence reappeared ja. Paniament- ding 
thir maton. "Hie return from exile prdoel  eomotion, thr 





‘icosive attempt beng mde on his ifs wt the hubs of mb 
hich were only quulled by the ling nt of the trenp, bot 
These were the lt publi displays ages! him, He eontioued 
te osupy mst in the Hom for ween year, wo lly ended 
his eneiig and centre life on the 28th of Angas, 18, 

The Parliament of 1856-50 wilnenel alent nt any aed 
smonions debates a the eros lading tp the troubles of 
TSH.38, ‘The moat nieoorale perhaps was the ateck of Zon, 
A Maclona then Attoraey- General, on George Brow, acting 
hin of flaiyingtstinny’ ant sorningwitaeae in connection 
tvith an old investigation ropuning the. Kingston Penitentiary 
The member for Kington i dearnd an having eketebd 
Honue with his true, "eaoring even the leet scrupulous of 
palinoeatary sharpshooter to atand aghast” ‘The exitemmnt 
‘Rcamo generat ad toe to white et. ‘The very alice 
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of the meembly somed tobe change with eletiiy, andthe 
Speaker tie called the oenders oder 

‘Aller Whe llac, whic war a moe bitter ono, the acesed 
smember arow, “hivering with raj” and repelled the chang 
vrth a torrent of flere words. AW an outcome a speiel co 
Titles whom stings led the grater prt ofthe seaion, went 
Yoronghly into the Atorney-Gensrs changes, which were 
proved to by unfounded. ‘The personal holy between the 
tio lenders arising nt of this combat never flly died out 

Thin was almost equalled during the same maton by scene 
tetwean Job A aad Colonel Resin nn motion regarding the 
szal of Government, which nearly resale in a peroual elon 
Mr. Macdonald bal comenoed the trouble by w very warm per 
‘eval attack on Rack, the latter roping that his acnlan wos 
‘man totally lott all nen of bowie” Tn Une day, 
Ting was jore dying ot, butte spit fio far lived tat it 
was aupponed the ede would Ved to «pero encounter ia 
fact the Speaker, fearing sch areal threatened to place the 

















vraring moniers under the esledy of the Sorgeant-a¢ Arms 
Ut tele uouble shold Mow over, So farar the pic as 
Kitherto Keown, nothing paswsl between the piney, bat 
ave tenon to bllve that some sorte 
ttecen Uhm, ving a settlement of their dfntty bythe old. 
{ln cade in view, bot ill endo in cormapondenee. 

Daring all thes sternly coast dncusions and debates, Ca 
inet diseasions were frequent Sir Allan MacNab foally resi 














ing. “Two days after his rsigpation he wat cari Isto th 
ome, swathed in anne by two servants. A touching spectacle 
followed, when the old parimentarian,adiesng the, Hous 
‘ot romining seated in his chai, sa, with emotion, that 
Ind teen a member of the House fr twenty-six years, md that 
Ih had certain slaterments to rks to his Minera" IE Tan 
wspported by their vies, Tshall feel that Tam right; if com 
deme Lam ready to retire into private life. and, perhaps 1 
fm now Bled for tle eli” ant with age, aad been 
‘rth the storm of aa” the en of hi publ ie bad come, th 
‘arvval ofthe A, iis dipacoment by a younger a, 
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in ala tein denoted: Hla swumiaed s mimber Ie le 
Fears thereat, 

"The TacheMsedonald adicstation was then formed, the 
MacNab tinstey having buen defeated on the Corrigan marr 
tril vote. The arent dette of tho mon we hat ato the 
teat of Government, which lasted for several days; a oe Une 
the food of oratary eintinuing for thireyo oomrstive boars 
[No worser the occupant of the reports gallery of tat ime 
refer to the hard work they were called upon to pseorn, Wha 
‘would thay ave sid, however, to one dayt recon of 106 
‘ches daring the reson of 1628" 

‘Gong. Brown, who revel in public tmlt a4 the petrel 
own nthe nar” proded bok dobate by reading a motion 
fn the 270 Apel 1857, denaring for representation by pop 

















The next exeltig event was the “double shutle” of 1855, 
Uitte displays of party fling ‘The want of eonthlene motion 
‘nthe Brown-Dotion Adwinistetion wat fercly debated tl 
midnight when the two-day-ld Cabinet wor defetat. "This 
‘memorable main Tasted for five sont, the spece-ninking 











Ting extraordinary a Isdt for length ad quaatiy. Even i 
the Logilative Coun, twenty-ve oat of twenty-eight mem 
Tare spake on one mince ‘The quetion of potion to home 
‘nti fst cane up at this eon 

During ne of the lng debates of thin period, when «great 
eal of speaking agsint tine war indulged oy Me McKellar 





dread the Hote ih Gnlle fora golly seth change 
from AngloSason Ut was 50 doubt agroetle andr th ct 





‘On another ocesion Mr, Brown and Me Cayley, the then In 
etor-Gonera, had an orstrizal bat which ended by d 
gh no recon 


enn be tacod of the elt 

Powalls attack ox. Geonge Brown, when he referred to tho fi 
‘nancial dali of Mr Brows father, prof pfu i 
Proson in the Hous, Mr Brown sete to te oversome with 
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the attack, and eaned on his ek. with his bands lasped over 
Heth is reply showed euch x degre of emotion as toast. 
vo histor opponents His wnoton of is father wr 
santas it woe noble and iil, a evened the sp 
she itoring fro that exhibited any ordinary debate 
 tnothertateworehy neon rend a tho sane session 
1938 D Arey Metical a violet ata op SirsJohn Muedona 
Int the ints appeneed to be deply engaged in stamping «ple of 
Teton with seating wes, nd fo he dant the Sry etc of 
ta vch ora The lier complainel ofthe ioattantion of 
Jrsde af the Goverment, when Sir Joba retort tat 
Mand every wond, atthe eponker woul Sd to his sorow. But 
o'toner bal te epenker ean Ha the fo were hobobiog 
‘hore chery gla the refreshment room 
A rear wens tok place on another 
ogidutve, Come ha sted bil tthe Assembly wih 
oniealar awe eft onto of the Assombipmen, ndigoant 
I the set fs, seen the doement ab 
Slirening the Speaker tegan "Me Sponker, To not want 
dhe uno per was Sacontinet Kicko along 
doorway, wile the whole House was in 






























froma stateofexetenent. Thereors rport that “ft 
Wands the Counel was made 4 sallow the whe Will” and hs 





nony wa restored 
Novasays at ee lose of 
‘alcbreia 





ng nnd woarsome sation, th 





Ihe throwing of paper pallets, law a ois, 
Chang the Pariaent of I9SH-60conhions and books were th 
that were ehrown, colin spit of fon, bak as an out 











fone of anger ad pasion, 

Bato the soon of 1850 was commenced a gentral election 
ten place when "the Catinet of eleven lnwsers and one 
ictonsert as George Brow aad, wae ‘eof the 
RELip smumerated ‘The fusion of moving to Quebec a 
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ws Scones i the Od Chamber a 


ae up, This ours was desided upon batin the fac of strong 

‘poniten. When thi salon. was provogued, andthe depar 
la aad olcals Were removed to, Quebes, the old ba 

sr the late of the Patlament of the union. 
rning of canon was ard ho marci 

fnocot the fais of 

Parliament of Ontara 
Many an exeting debate as been beak snc the int sx 

sion of the new Proving 














federation—the fet soon of the Bt 














1 Parlanent in 1807, many wordy 
Ue hae boon fonght and tmany a speech of high quality 
great power bas ba deliver P 








by no ome event ena 
Beery Plt whi asi 
‘estigated in 1884, whan it wos charged that certain tember 
In en approached with » view to fading Uhm to forse 
fhe Government benches and jon She Op 

The debates le ing to the dpted boa 
pres ees fr th itn of vii gt om 

Dea 
‘part from thom Who paul away in the ordinary couse of 
Inman events Oa Fobranty 1th 1881, Dr. Haskin, the mom 
ler for Prescott, ws aed with m praltie stoke while th 
Speaker was ading the prayers, ad diel two hours alleen 
while the ud event of the 250 March 1802 when Ale FL E 
Clarke, one ofthe Conservative wembirs for Toronto, deoppst 
dea whi I be rh in the mil of tho 
public The changing condita of lie arealnevidenol by te 
net that of the members an offers forming tho Goverament 
‘and House of 18278 not one survivan 

Tho. Openings aol Prorogaions of Paliament say wells 
includ in the sree of famoonsoebas. On such coatons, Use 
Chaar wa filled. with the sive military and governmental 
ota, adoro with all the relia that Ui poston per= 
nitted, wh, together with the ladon of Coverument. Hoc 
Iieally took possesion of the oor ofthe Hate” mn gravely 
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vreleomed the Kings or Queen's rpreentative, who was eorted 
1o the Pariament aiinge Ly a guned of honor atid the 
Frontatreet, Sir John Colborne, Sir Franeis Bond Head, Lard 
Darlam, Lard Elgin, the Hon, Joka Crowfon, the Hn. D. A. 
Mactonal, the Hoo. don Boveriy Robinen, au Sit Alexander 
Campbell 

Tire Jemionon lw deserted the. proragation of the emion 
‘of 1807 inher = Winter Stade" poration took 
Place yedlentay ab dhe cele. When we arcved fn foot 
the government. fcc, tho avene was very striking, Th 











‘tow-sxpanas wns all around, and. between the shore of the 
froma tay aod the lise of the balding. Ue apace was Glad by 
thighs ofl shapes and sis and ror of eras eered fe 
Plein all manner of range defences gait the piercing fot, 
Infertinglel with miltry ootutnes and few Indians lomge 
ing by i thei Manet cata and warspinnes "The ball ofthe 
Liginletive Couns x ertainy»spaioon and lofty oor with a 
splendid throne, and the esl euprteyo giing and varie 
see The members of the Home of Amemtly, being eit 
rnooed, appeared below the bar, and the Governor reed his 
pee over with very ditivet tleranos aid meh ght al 




















‘One of the papers ofthat ine viewed the funtion throagh 
ier gpectacee ‘The elitr chronicles the opening of the 
fenton of 1895 ar fillowa: * His Exelleney, che Listeanat 
Governor proceted. to-day in gest tale to the Parlnmest 
Buildings A lle after tive lk he ook hi tet om 
splendid cir wt the foo of «gorgeous and expensive gewgaw 
‘lod the “Throne and the Commons being im attendance in 
shelince this amon, be direted them to retire and elect 

His Adee wll be delivered Uosoorrow and will 
Nothing cau well bo smenved. more 
ain, shadowy’ and unimportant than the wholeof this eremony 
‘The Commons dotfally stied ae they were cedeed, aod Hs 
Extalleneyaetarnid bore inthe sane Vin fag 
he ef, a thas the jay Taro was eonalued 
Exeslloney was once 
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As another specimen of the ournalistia watods of 
daa, the above dessin wa flowed Ly 
1 teions, acount ofthe wn dbato that nated 
UMSiatnent of Marshall Spring Bidwell as Spener, Attorney 
‘Sppositon tothe nominee Th 

sted 








General Hagerman Teng 











‘One eye half elo half out hie slavring tongue 
‘Tis wid nome from natut's part half wrung 
Bt we wil not parse the demipion lst t may Us 

Truly the erly western joarmalin could 
ql of By soars a 


















a a 
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[HE troom of the peso far as tho right to report 
sod publish and comment opon parliamentary po 
Ceulings wn concrued, was cay cbaned fie thc 

EAA per Cound Parliament hed existed for Forty years 








Bor mor, and after many atte tad toe faught for the 

AF privilege, Indo, the toporans gallery of today, with 
te feces end pe gen ta oropia & one of «Be boot 
that was prstially unknown in the dag won a ise exprenon 
fof opinion or adver critica roel! in Bnet and pein 
ent As carly 1812 the publishers ofthe York Gusel Joka 
{Careron snd Ewan MeBrid fll foal of some of the legla: 
torn oe of wham noved thu the offending series be brought fo 
he tar of Whe Hoos to amtver to an alloged “ioecra ine, 
tiny" which presumaty rfid opon the mover, Alles MeL, 
the member for Frntanan, ‘Th erly did the cont between 
prom ant Parent open, Uhh fm thie partioslar ewe, the 
Doton ofthe offended member wax neguive. 

owph Willeocka was, in addon to bing a metber of tho 
Legiltne, th fonder and ellor of the Upper Gnome Guar 
{itn and Freeman's Journal, stdin this liter capacity tre 
(quot cane in cnich with the Hose to auch at extant Cha 
{Boe an! imprisonment were ffl upen him, and be woo ab 
Teng cotpellad to rap” the publication of hin jnroal He is 
tstered fo he Jourals of 1814 ae one of the deserters to the 
‘American wemy, and wan afterwards Killed atthe sige of Fort 
Bie The fact that ientnant-Governor Gore referred to itn 
strat excerble mocaer who would deluge the Provines with 















































The Report’ Galery. 


‘oo is unt evidence tat Willen war strangy antago 
ii to the Goverament of that day 
he Journals of ths Hoan dosing Us "enti contain feo 
gmt allacons to dhe eject of permitting reporter to attend 
‘he sessions well nto whether flea reprtat shoul be 
nppointel Relations favoring thee innovations were fe 
hen tad only fo be delta Uy the wise parlmentariane 
pie ale. Doing 
intd to defray the expense 
ing the debate of the Hove, Eleven members object 
"The to journalists who came most requntly Jato cont 
swith the Executive and the Awsmbly werewdoabtdly Fras 
Coline nnd. Willian Lyon Mackeaie. Tho forer waged a 
trance froma 182], when, at a roporter forthe Upper Canada 
‘Gace (paished by the Kings Printer Dr. Horne), he onde 
ie Governtont with hin report, Ul 1888, when tho cholerw 
Tnclaed htm as ane of i vit, his paper, the Freeman, 
intervened sharp aeprimands, apologies and Ite suite were 
tinny pint "One ena 18 
fl bchavioe for thre yea after his Iteration, and to and 
mmitied antl all thoes conditions should be complied with 
He maine in guot for wverl months, daring which ine the 
fine was paid Uy pable robuription. His ease was mao th 
fate of pucinmentary enquiry in 1895, and at lat feedorh 
Saome, but not nil hi opi was broken and hi fortane 
Srrecked, His sentenoy war no lee severe thn. eat impos 
Upon Bardemas Pengo, the polisher of the Niagara Spcat 
srho, in 1817, been let written by Hotere Gourlay had 
Thom inorted in hi paper, bt during his absence and without 
Tis kaowedge, wan sentenced fo pay Bae of #50, to be npr 
ened for eighteen months, al hatin the couse of te int 
tnonth of his inpsonment "he do sland in the publ pillory 
Se hour” and filly, that be give sceurlty for ie goal 
Tntiasior for seven year alter the expiration of bis term of 
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‘The practic of roking grants 10 outa itor ce reportars 
Government ty the Oppsition orgesy,neverthlew te menad 
prevailed for some yeas after th right of reporting at ll us 
lated and fought to a suseful ienu, "Thus grouping te 
‘scans of 189, 1853 and 1894, th following payments were 
toad by the House: George Genet (itr ofthe Gourtr) 
£225; J. Cary ofthe Obseror}, £100; Franels Collin elton 
of the Fruoman), 150; 8.8 Jenkina (report on the Chri 
‘Gan Guardian), £230 3. King (ofthe Crrepondent) £50 td 
M. Walton (ofthe Counier and Patric) 6100. Dr, Ora 
slitor ofthe Correnpondent, in 194, strongly ojetel tothe al 
leg favorit coe, and, fra speci commits ha inva 
{ated the matter revo grat of £76. "The redoubtable ol 
tor ofthe Colonial dora, Wiliam Lyon Macken, delinnd 
to prownt his acount to the spcal committee for the hen 























yiars mentioned" Having teen greatly injured by Wat Hose 
(083, he mays, “and put to mach trouble ad expense hy la un 
jst proceedings tawarls 29 aud towards, tho conttveney T 
epresent an! lnving alto ben saljet to slong serie of uy 
‘res ittpretentations throagh the pe it upheld by votes of 
the puble money, I thoaght it would be the right coun to 
line the application to pat in Dill. beloved it rote thatthe 
propo atthe then ensting sletions would lee reprsttative 
‘ha wonld not forgut kod justin to any equitable cata might 
Inve upon tho juste ofthe county" The same Hous of 1698 
‘ted him £225 for publishing the prosedingy ofthe Amex 
Avi the thro yes previo, 

By the time the then new bulldogs wore osupicd in 1891-2, 
tho edvooats of a reporting syst’ were sucotful bavi 
Franeis Calling, John Carey ant George Gurmet apeintel to 
report the Debates and Votes of this House; that they shal 
Bort on suse das; that each reporter shall eae fae op 
‘ot his report withthe Clerk on fhe enring morning after eal 
Delate to whieh ll proprietors of sewapapcr cal! Rave atte 
Gurooti wan paid £160, ad Collins aud Carey £100 sash for 
thie serves and the Sergean-at- Aruna was ven rete * to 
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sot poe constructed for tho convenience of mach porns 
thay’ be Pleased to attend this Hane nd report is proce 
The importanos the two reporter’ galleries played ding 
inmestary Tie of the old bildings ist ot be overtked, 
while many pubic men developed tei ame and Fane 8 
soemlers Below, any abither reached pubiity and mcs 
the two lete overhanging gules that anked the Speaker's 
‘hone Thelate Hon. house White was a member of the gu 
ley atone tm, whon he war knoe aa = Curly-heaed Toms of 
the Fetetar’ Reviae. Colonel Chamberlin late Quen printer 
ofthe Dominion, ana tha ne part proprietor tthe Metre 
SGeiete, along with Mr, Lowe, the present: Donon Deputy 
Minister of Agvieultare,werv als amon the mb. De. Kens 
fon the wellknown Canaan historia, occaaonaly Baten to 
the delat from the repre galley, having aright of ey 
Uy being’ conteibutar to thr wltral colony of toh te 
Laer and the Colo 

Mr. Wiliae Bookinglam, the joint author of th rently 
published Life of Alexander Macket, etn to Cana ithe 
{over ofthe agitation, in 1867, for the pineipe of representation 
2y population wd tinmoliately joined the afl of the lode as 
shorthand water After following Conge Brown on the heat 
ings, he took his place nthe ler onthe opening ofthe new 
Pritnent, whore the nal the paper wa stvngene forthe 
renewal of he confit; in feet, the gallery protably. never oon 
tained seh «strong forsee daring the seasons ot the Sh 
Union Parinment. Me Ewan, who afterwards ronoved 
Washingéon and thee ied, was the ruler hae nth Me 
Beckingham at that tine on the Globe They were afterwars 
sociated with ench other in Qusbes in porting ofall the 
Confoteraton debate, regan at the tino a agent fot in 
he winged ari" Mi. Havovart facile writer who bed ony 
rewntly come from Eagland, and who seon secured thither 
lo took his tara with the Globes vegular salt when they 
‘were rash Mz Penny, afterwards Senator, one of th pe 
iets of the Montel Herat, who ld engage 10 giv 
‘bout half Ws ine to the Gla, pncicaly completed the Fare 
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Fnmentary ota Me. W, H. Orr, then of tho Ota Vivi 
(ar now of Toronto, joined the staf Iter Me. Penny, while a 
iy fate shortin witer tone ofthe bestnen of his dy ab 
Tomcat take dow in geod newspaper for, the asbtance of 

i bing ae nan and aving am int 














‘ste a pros 
fants Knowledge of the topes of che day. His prner, Me 
Kinnear alo bad a set ip the ellery—-at Uo far evd—and at 
fended with great rly. Mr Gordon Brown, now of Osos 
Hall was alo om day aor for the better pare 
tthe He when the long and interesting debates on the "Rights 











St Upper Cana” wore in progress 
The late Josiah Wackbutn, of the London Free Pres, was 
ithe reporters om the bral sie. ‘The Lorde ad He 

Colont were theciet paper repented in Uh then Minka 

ry (which wan to he left of the Speaker, 
fot writers being Greg a Mr. Chass 
awe who was ina 









principal hort 
Bator, oth deed and Wiliam C 
tion a Hons reporter. Taking hi pro 
team swan the poiie from St, Pao to Wisnipg (then Fort 
Gary), Coldwell alterwan! beeune the pioneer oF the pres in 
the Novthewertin eoajunction with Me. Buckingham. 0 
indy, one’ af Ue registrars for Torte, wa a froquent 
ard the eto of the Colon "Tha 




















vision x wan Goorge Sb 
Tented, * Whither atv ove defing "joined for nt 
feitorial staf of the Glo, ‘Ts with George Brown, Gov 
Brown the Hon. Wn, MeDongat, und George Shep 
Liberal nn fed fore of tong and ale men. Me Sheyyan 
tran ftervardsconneted with th Hamalton Ties a the New 
York Time He went from the New York Timer to London, 
England, ad has reside thee aloat ever since He Tnely 
anna over again to Ameren, at ht rte from ative jooral 
poy al stor was Me. Huntington, bet 
tcame  menber of the Hoow and an Honorable” He wa 
then writing fora castor tome paper 
Tetra of cole cleetions by eomnttns, andthe trans 
forenee of them at tines to the Moor of the louse, with the 












































he Reporter’ Galery, 





vation of witness at the bar geet 


protested the bos 
ness of Pariament, but wer m ele to the torte, my 


she to loth gusinm aed 
tae 

Tho Lagat Cou was report by Mr. Le Sea 
time Seperistentnt of the Mone Onl lence 
Otis Dearne hw 














sd reporter fa fnghand al 
scholaty man, poessing an exellent knotledg 
tell as Engl 
MM. Burges ofthe Departmsnt ofthe Interior, Ota, 
was a sorthand writ on the fob at one tie, cl aw ee 
‘ward an oficial porte ofthe Priam 
There wear aga del of transi 





of French a 

















shape of the retiving 
con forthe seerters was ply wieched 
tantly bung esernched ap. he 





oats, ar th tlle reputed aay sed 














neh as Wilts Inglis ow tcistant Taran 
th Lagative bers, A H, Dytnoad, prin uf the Tet 
‘vie fr the Blind at BrafonN.B. Davin MEP Willian, Hoss 
ton, W. F, Mela, MLR, RW. Phipgm, C.D. Bar late of 
nay Pot, Janes Inner, MP, now ofthe Gach Mercury 
1.1: Hark of the Moncton, N. i Trensrit, 4B. Meow 
titra the St. Joa Telegraph Molyoeax Be Tokn ut ey 
conteced with the Canadian Paste Rawog. €. W Bonting 

aig elitr of the Toronto Mail as well asa majeity af 
the prot Hansard staf, Tt woo be initio a wel asc 
eat to inhi all the name 











Tn may senmes the reporters gallery bas 


school for the secsafal jonni to-do 
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Ea 


BP scey year have played not animportant past bringinr 

resorts Stora that canated from the lagilators blow the 
‘tiseat advance aon the ofl quarters in the Frontsset 

nally fmm the now bling, whee a deep gallery. ron 








Tn contain tin brief chapter itty bo wel ose the 
Spain . Bortown, W. Hi, Dickson, PF Crovin and. 
Long 

“Coe J. Kaho, Goonge Simpwon, JB, Atkinan 8. Woot 
Mit—Aies, Fraser, Je A. Currin, les Snith 3, Snelson 
World. —W. Wilkinson 

gram lob Raison, Roden King 

‘ar AM. Barns, Chaos ya, 

Stare Googe, J Honiton 
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CHAPTER vIn, 








seren men who ceca 




















| } si i i 
, Bt ra gti, hey et 
bi late intelligently for, or control in the wisest mann, aa m 








} hang by stoitng nm ete ae 
Upon Gaui atm ctu tote 
% pee dee mars cemepete 
Cech ho ie-ier, bet te a 

se ep ator of eur 
"That therw we 
rely int 

























lain old.oriddigity in conection with his 
rove hima tobe wi tesa a 

| “ntaor, ever zealous for the inmgntation of now cont 
i 









the devclopmentof th Te is diet to rel 
staan of work be erode ato esx ears he 

sod the rcord 

1g hie bingrpher, M.D. B. Real, 
later that Sines eankel high 








his labor Upper Canova as ably det 











nt Covers of 


the fret 





"Nigh minded wimin 


fice here 
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wing over any farther reference to the administra 
and prstonts thane contained in presling ehaptrs 
‘Shoal paragraph sayy be given rogeding the Liutonant 
‘Governors td tit offi residenos The Liutonant-Gover- 
tor falling Sime nie, who wan in dition 
‘ratwoon Vork and Quoiee Wile oeapying Gover 
To York, be execned an thority in cotratto cat of Presi 
Tent ase nsec the conde of publica was anc 
thor atntactory in the isang of Tong-elayed. patents, and in 
fice waya. Governor Hooters administration wat highly 
Soeeesfl and his qualities rsctenes and justice wx mark 
iis unswerving tnt, and we can rll belave the nate 
fret Uhat in the cours of few youn he irought the ffant 
Colony tosn unparalled tateot prosperity 
Tin te death of Governor unter, Francis Gore was sent 
front Raglan to meee hi, atid dasa his log though iter 
rupll tm of ofc, he proved the suwisdow of the home 
‘Government in coi of mae, With him might was often 
Fight ea, with kisi power, the fermee triumphed over th 
inte Daring his it tev af tx years he eae Un sarp eon 
Het with many of the inhabitants snd, viewed in the Tht of 
istry, ected an unwise part inhi ersing perseation of thowe 
‘who opposed his opinions or hin ru. ‘The reall waa an ant 
[puto beeween hi ond he public Ut Dangelymltted 
he goat be might have done, and ehat dd noch to 

‘ogurate the schism Yetreen Une pubic and the fay 
cl that afterward developed into ax ineipiont revolution 
Core edesrtnd asthe type of «country apse of « former 
‘hy, loking gool-bomore, nnd sired, suey and vl-villed 
fal fond of good. cher. ‘His slfwit eather than his good 
Fomor was lwiated on the occasion when he cai oat his 
threat dime the reels” the asa being no les han 
members of the loghlatare who hal dased to voto alvrsly 
his opinions. An entry in Uhe Journals rea: "On Sond 
Tih Aprikat leven v'lok am, afore the minutes ofthe former 
day were red anid without any pions noir the Commons, 
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The Liatensnt-Governore aid thir Homes, 19 





the grat ure of all the members, were summoned to the ba 
f the Legislative Counc, when His Exelleney put at end to 
the Sein” upon the ground that Uni Inger absence fon 





Lie rapeetive arecstons wuld be too eae a sarin! Th 
Siuinctike Governor left York om leve of alaence io 1811, 
on to aged, ; 

In 1818, Sir Pewgrne Maitland arrived on th ene and ld 
oll fora period of ten. yours daving which tne the Family 








Compact Aoarshe, so estroge for responsible Government 
svar carted on between Une Governce end hie exeeative on one 
Tanda the "fathers of rform on the or Malla was, 
first of al, the military offer, « descendent of « noble fil 
with inherited itary fntinnés Dr Seung thus deserter 
Win feo asomory, "Horo Gn St, James ‘Chureh) will great 
regularity wa to be son pang to and frm the place of ono 
‘ign hie Sir Peregrine Maitlan, «tall grave ole, eWay’ 





in military tndre, hit cooitenace ever wearing w tinged 

‘xpresin of sadneny ani henevolonen, ike that which one tay 
face of Chars the Tenth, wh 

the whole Bead aad figure of this enely Governor ot Upper 

Canada 








Like Sit Francs Bond Head few yous later, Sir Reotine 
found a Goublainn aad everannying opponent ia Willa 

Mackensi, who stacked the, Governor in the eolimns of 
the Colonial Advorat.” Sit Peregrine, a one means of roves 
flee the foundation sone of rock’ nt tote opened, 












‘um confits with his opponents, the Goveraor would no doubt 
Justify hse i Ube arity coarse he frequently tok, at 
the vigoroan # enamal, meting he adopted. His government 
of tha provines called down upon him’ the stitutes of the 

te Fay Compa, while storia, sh a Dent 
fm up hie work as tn youte of isrule” He was probably 
iste, ether by ening oe tepersment, to adapt Mal to 
‘he conditions wd nestes of new eslny, aa his tran 
‘Nova Sonia was a wise move on the pat ofthe Home Govern 
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Sir John Colton olowed Sir Parogeine Matand, and weign 
al for ix years ws the bea! of the ovine and the master of 
Ensley Howe. Sir John was the counterpart of the Dake of 
Wellington in appeavance excep hat the farmer was the tlle 
teing x fot ont in ght Be pyseal specimen of «man. 
‘ne sight defect was notirable in in olherwreesyinnetrea 




















hin eyes, tered in 

Tile. He was in every ease slr, in teniing eating end 

split, being one ofthe mort noted gnerae ofthe Fenster 

War, while sve historians nba the winning of Waterto to 

Sir John unt his Fity-Soound Regioeat™ To be tho g 

the resist reginent known 

iene by mon” was tokio dou th funent of = 

Viton. "He was to, tan of schol tasen a gent ent of 
and an ap ling. Mrx Jono ne writen of hin 





















eppeared toler to be cst in an antiga 
hivalrou honor and tate was a sua what sh al 
Inentoned with geal rspct aul woneation. [ike hs pedo 








el section, over which wasvorpended a tablet bearing the royal 
tems, He aways exhibited grt simpliity of charset, and a 
like to cetonta ads 











a every repel he ade 4 

fe Govecno hia atmiisraion offre in Upper Cand a 
ingot a ite oth high reputation he fa wen for hime 
ferotay‘no osupant of Goverament Huse had so many 

protien to face, oro may ditties to mest, an Sie Prana 

Toronto n the Biel of Jaunary, 159, 

Jout 1808, Prom int to las hie hie ta 















Mackenss, sedi 
ish langange afl," He i, withoot 
cxerplion, the mort notorious arin all on coutry” the Gow 
tot writes i his Narration, “He Hew oat af every poe in his 
in, "Whether le besleeping or waking, on Toot ron horshack 
Talking with hs neigh 1 newspaper, al 
tena eat of Ts ble, palpi and angle, are aig 
rating about hi ike earn «host At 
Sinilar expressions of contempt bythe sore fare in Uh 
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erm’ pages from “that isigaieunt pela” to this lw 





Ve wulgar a,” He calle him in adition “an wnprincpld 
‘agra a grevanee-monger, trken-down peda, an weh-ng 
‘existed, inthe expresied opinion of the knight of Government 
Hour, more than rw ner a any gross flhoade oe pages 
The Narrative (of erly 600 pages) ie intend by Sie rat aa 
a iadiation of the core he parsed Gung the 

{oF TSA0-8 on in his wor "the ont violet, and eral’ the 
toot event, mora seul Chat has ever taken pee i oOF 
North American clones’ Hy Fane of 1896 be ender hi 
‘eegation fo Lord Glenelg chongh te chango inthe eomplexica 
of parti, realing fro te etion of TRH, when he eon 
tedlonisa” pero forty in smb, ac the" epublica 
oventoun, uel ix sprite ad his hop of «spy ntlement 
‘the dificates that. surounded. hm, Bathe hneaened 
irons cane fo head x, referents bo whe 



































Ine aleady Den mae in Chapter VI 
ir Foams was own tbe the bet horseman in Engnd 
aod itis otto be wondered t,Berefore, that he teaver the 
ionler yar of the provines on horetaek, and when in To 
{ook foe a ally conwittinal canter or trot rv the Ht 











lal, he rte was el 
tea dh ake td returning Lambon Mil iane often 
for twelve min aay follows that bin ataescootaied 
‘tania that cul be ota 

‘Sir Franc wena ditingised voginer an well. He wa, tn 
fact, et brought to public notice Uy wing po of hose 
In Biiabarglh to provent the spreading of re, i being the 














ich fea of engin 
Mlampled. He aftecwardn ude 





is fae hy ero the 





Andon inthe interate f Brisa 

‘The arvval of « newly-appointed Lieutenant Governor was 
slay the otsaion for folios nde atl Si Francis wae 
ro exception tothe rule Tn the 








nigrant” be gives an inter 
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lou of Astenbly in the 








1 Chamber: * Within a week ater 
‘wites “Thad to recive an ade 
m the Speaker and Commons Hooke of Assembly: non one 
svg in what manner Iwas to perfoon th 








te Iwas informe that Taso at very all 
fo Inge sac chai with ny at on The atl wo 
ently am cary jb; ut the latter wo rally revolting to wy 
Inbits nn Teng, and as Ethooght T ought to try and govecy 
tay my head and not Uy ay bat folk eouvinad hat the formes 
‘woul risk nothing by being for a few minutos voce from the 
later and accordingly Tdeternined with white loves to hl the 
thing’ in my bade happened to mention my nent oa 
‘Uppee Canadian, and nover shall forget the lok of len ser 
with whic elise tome T nally quits quill beneath thee 
roo, which, without the tenance of« word and afte senna 
1 feo ht foot, bis mild fotligent, Taihu enon 
‘ead to ne and which Tit to ele expremel<" What! fo 
‘urchase five minutes’ oathsowe popularity, el you barter on 


othe Few remaining premyative of the British Crown Wil 
om foe the vain he 




















coliating mtn democracy mean 





iy mil tot one ofthe ditneions of your station? Slate 
anwar, before it too Int, of saree piecemeal at 





will aly receive in exchange contamsly and contempt Ir 
‘mail fora Few seconde at te as my Canaan mentor, wd 
then without taking any notice of the look with which had 
‘nen chasing me I spoke thin ot woe other subjoeta, bt T 


i mot Fong he pete T 
ae tht enough on my head when the Speaker tame laf. 
vl indebted to Ut mat fr tho sound piel 

















Sir Francs’ term of fio cane to an end ay ha been aa 


in 1538, when his msigntion was acspted, after Lard Dart 


had mao bissepot which the Governor was tre ate ne 
feet upon, 





‘The ater took ooeaion i his works Uo defend 
woe, and in tor, to asimadvert upon Lon Darlar's th 
of examining into the state of the comnty, and of the em 
Fusions he arived at. 






















































The Lewtenant-Governor cn teir Homes 


is Exeellncy’s moecmoe wan Sir George Anthur, who was 
the last LieutemanieGoveror to eecnpy Goverment Hose be 
Tore the Union Act of 1941 enme ita fore. 

tad he fate of the convicted nsurgents largely in his hand and 
is previous experience of governing im Bitch Honduees and 
Van Diemans Land hed ‘ot tended to fll him with overmad 














Garey toward trangresor ofthe le hough in his ret pic 
{eldgom he said hat togonninity rather then Barshneen and 
oveity would be his pity: Dente this the lw wes allowed 
teak its course, a Lent and Mathew were exceed, wh 
dates came to an end, and for io years and antl Lond Elgin 
tame as Governor ieera ofthe united provinosy Goverament 
Hone had po oficial acenpania. Sir Elonund Head followed 
gin e+ Governor Ceneral in 18559, When Confede 
‘ror accomplthe, the promt Governient Hise was erected 
poo the se of Bhosle House, with MajorCieneral Sted ax 
the fist cceupan, in IMGT, followed by Sir W, B. Howland in 
1668, Hon Jahn Cfo in 1478, Hon. D.A. Maou i 
812, Hon. John Beverley Robingon. i188), Sir Alexander 
Camplin 1888 sal Hon Geonge A. Kickpatic in 189 

Tre homes of the Latatenant- Governors, praients anda 
tninintrators appointed to role over the detnke of Ontario da 
Ing the century are worthy of a roferones, Navy Mallat Now 
srk hs tho honor of feng he fine Upper Cain fil ex 
dency, where Sinn resided The fmt Goveraent House in 
ork ran the carvan tent erecled by, Governor Simcoe when 
nt vst York, temporarily unl is 
fraidence waa Tallon the aks ofthe Doo, known a Cote 
Fran Atnong the fest perma 

a Governntnt Hour in com procimiy bo he powder nagaine 
tal Bench fort a the western eo of the embryo town, whl 
tho patient bilnge soo atthe extreme eastern cd The 
Covernors esdonee met a silar fate to the lgiatve alle 
when the Americans invaded the towar—not by fine only, how 
or, hut cs explosion ofthe prwder sauce effectually shat 
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tere and 














m of life cece ach as happened tthe por 
Following Simon, Resael, Hunter, Grant nd. Bronk 
inthis pionowGovernoent Hoos, ule fall sabre decribed 


AMtarward, Us fue rsience of Chief Susice Elst aa 
dat the snth-net corner af King al Simeon atts, ad 
now as Ensley Bluse, wns pura and convert i 
Government Hosse, Between 181) the union of S81 this 
ailing was sed a6 an ofleil esdonee by” fv Lieutenant 
Governor, Sir Franela Gore, Sir Pergrine Slaitlanl, Sir John 
Coltomne, Sie Feaseis Boo Head and Sir Geonge Arthur Te 
vat last ed y Sie Edt Head in 1854, when the pega 
ating pafinmeat act nthe Frntsteet budge Before te 
‘kesteustion by fre, Ehsley How was Drisked in, ant Us 
Avot oficial roses for time was Einaley Vil, which 
stool near where the Catal P hare oye sas 
Gloocester-strect_ Lard Elgin oeapia it in 18445, upon his 
rivalin Taouto after the tara in 
Montreal, whieh nected the meting of the parliament in 
root. Ensley Vala was bolt y- Capein Muna, aod 
fter Lord Hg lft Toronto i was cued by Koos Cat 
Beverley Heaso_ is aeelatel with the tame of Poult 
Thomson, afterward Lord Sydeaan who was given the tte of 
Baron Sydenham, of Senha, in Kent aod Toronto, in Canada, 
ad wh nse iin 1850-40," This vino ail ac 
the northeat earner of Joh and Richnonttatreets. | One eu 
ful Vstorian hs record the fact thatthe Governor Genera 
























































1 bale lage 
st the rae of the reideno and desired to romain fo 
Toronto to enjoy i He dind in TSH, atthe early age af 4, 
fromthe injected by falling foo 

of his intended tur to England. Beverley Hone was eidenly 
© sal conte during Lord Spnhamn's sine, with his thee 

rnpany dianers » week and a weckly wept 
The Government Honse of Cray wan bl in 196, om he 






































he Liewtenant- Governors an their Home, 85 





‘cunpeton of Canfodraton, bythe Sane Macon 
tnont, at a cos of $100000, the Hon, John Carling bei 
Commissioner of Pullie Works, and the late Jobat Hit, of 
Branton, the eontmct 












sil military lf of thow early days when, snow, dhe hope 

J, and the sonee of gisty ate bel fe pedal 
Femenbrance by those who ive tell them. They were etn, 
too, the meeting phon of th Exsentive Convel and on rar 0 
Cision. of the Legislative Coun), when the trables of 1ST 

















were developing, nd sort and ergeney meetings af both 
secutive andthe Connl wereld to eonsider the une 

Military scence int past within the wall, 
ot only when military ball wee given, but on trons mack 
as whon Sit Poeysine Maitland presnted stand of eloen 
‘the West York Multia onthe anniversary of St. songs, nid 
royal salute wo the cours of the onlookers of Sir Bran Boel 
Head bad « ageraising sen after his aval 
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LIST OF THE GOVERNORS-GENERAL OF CANADA. 














TER sine the day the fist 
rile coin of 
prieligu an 1a jealousy 
so storm aid mplaabl, fact as Uo ene a 
infetge up then or their ight of exit 
The parliamentarians of cur own Upper Canadian L 
crore ne lve wetchful of thee anerl ui vated righta Beton 


abcess only cneared fina having to appetr 
i hing 
fora" pi 
The Sherif of tho Homa District and i 
row eenpe fr perpetrating « similar error 
the inntanes of Willman Warren Baldwin, a lariater, they were 
‘eked to mrve a writ of eopian on Ales 
meter fo lenny, ad alo the Spee 
ected with the "ostrage” were sumone bnfre Pariment 
Baldwin adacoaely inated br of the Hoase was 
ot ented o te puvilege of aon-arrst, a it was a He 
Amnbly only, and nok a House of Pasiament 
pleaded gnoranee of his error and. prayed for pardon 
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‘yt dismisnt as the penalty meted oot to hi, Balin, 
tens eam ander the fret control of the Legaatve Counal 
22's in Chancery, an foretare of his fee was bia bars 
Sf the pealtio but after fe dan Baldwin wan tetoed 
‘fc af the nejust of the Amon, the menibrs feling, 90 
owt that had ad «satay lesen 

Tf the members ofthe twa Hoes bel strong opinion regard 
ing their pve, the Governors of the province were Bo less 
photic a to ete exelisve right. Suwon, formance, > 
nh eoasant state of conliet with Lord. Dorchaster, who was 
stationed at Quilee the Commander ofthe North Amerinn 
forces, ‘They not only dred at to the best means of sorog 
the pale aterets, Dot Simeow pelulantly dalared. that "be 
Lunderstool neither Hix Lordships military o ei ew fa 

to Upper Canada” and sskel the Home 
‘Foc him leave to act dret and independent ofthe Con 
Echt; but this nsst wos refed, while many of She's 

tious an progrenive schemes forthe betterment of th 

roving were ether ignored or deeded gaia. Writing direst 
[2 Dorcheer, the lneenud Governon of Navy: Hall tlle i 
{Gat adh, Simeoe, ore at ll hn views as to the pabli 
ervion wer To ervonovn nd to be checked, hs colnet 
Trve held ofee; and thew diferenos of opinion oly eaded 
tren Sincao lft Upper Guana for another 

"Tho Hoove of 1800 bad x complaint that the fst and ost 
comtitutioun pivilege ofthe Commons bad bes volte in th 
pplication of money ont of the Provinla Treanor to various 
Purpese without the samnt of Parliament, ora yue ofthe Com 
Tron House of Aen. The ater matoralved the Tiewtnast 
Governor aa follows: "To comment om thi depart fr 
itatedsathority and focal etainiment stat be more than 
Dinfl to all wh appreciate the advantages of oor heppy Con 
TGtatioo, and who wih thir contirunce to Ube ltest oaenty 
Tht lowover stations we may be to ata from steers we 
anootauppeeo the mined emotions of lative coniion we fs 
{tian the rpreseatativen offre people, we Inet an the 
ules of beneficent Sovereign, ait we hope that ya, in your 





















































































































































an cenrrenee, "Wel 












trill not only oer thats to be replaced in the: Provincial 
Treasury, bat wll alo dive that no ahneys be iss Were 
in fotare withont the sue of Parliament, or a vole uf the 
Commons Hous of Assembly 


The absence of meter withou alent reason from thee 
pacinmontary dates wa laked pon hy these i atone 
‘ith a disapprolation we sariot ae that omitted when & 
Tiageant breach of prviogn curred or war stsjeted, More 
tha hal ofthe mumbots of te fst peiament of 1792 filo 
to ryan to the auton to appear in Newark on the 17th 
September of that year, tit no spell notice waste of abs 
{cos until tha next sero, when Chisopher Boban, imethy 

chant Williawon, Joh MeDorull. Thomas Sith, 
Tomas MeKow and Mr Harfisom were screr 























times in stession without any of them appearing The tive 
ome to deal wih s mater oo serious Tolienn, Hariinon 
aul MeDonell were, spon motion, xciwed onthe gros of i 
bt a othe othe the Hae went into. 
shoe to alt proper ineasare for compeling ced alt 
For aban fusions therefor the Hoos fl elf elled up 
el wi representatives who did it attend to hele public 
“te, tigations ino the eae of nnrappeasanc. wor 
hl of bringing theater to Gie 
the eustolly ofthe Sergeants, and were not 
{ot dacharged until they should pay the eatomary foes tab 
Tse inthe Pslament f the United King in ike een, on 
les thay could show ta the satiation of the Hose sient 


























frequently hl, Anew m 











‘tbe for thee alneno. ‘Thi ents proved to bo fneetive, ead 
at th ntet House ceded medical stendanta to ex 
‘nine Bena Mallory, Philp Sovereign, Jou Wileoes, dh 
Tobin, and Soba and Jane Wilton st epet the stato of tele 
Talitha the Bar of the House. Doctors Richard td Loe 



































































ide Pastienent Bi 


wer aig Uo this aa and veporid hat while one was rel 
Fnnpoed ant able to ated, heres woul be ately 
over to be peesunt the followjug day, the inten being Ua 
{he ater bad ten feigning ine 
“Anoghor bro of privilege we that 
ky in 1813, Nichol, st «eon comma 
le Hon inthe exten pawedUy the ltr upon his work 
al eh expeitor of pale moneys entrust oti, Not cly 
Ui be se wont istaspetful Uo the Hous, bt he wa alo a 
judged guilty of" making» fl 
prosentation to the prs 
Hive to the proweings ofthe Hose” ded to al hi wat 
further decal of Ue eight my to commit an offer 
'tavach of privilege, Bul etmned be was eri 
opt? atl out of Wat action aro anther iu to 
the Home onthe part of the Hon. Th #t,Chst Tasi 
who trated Nichol afer tha Monte hal omited in ed 
ont the Sngeantat-Artn to Lang Poin, atm eos of £35 to 
tert Nichol So stzong wns the flag arom thatthe House 
titioned the Prin Regent in ivferen to the aeten of th 
hit Iasi 
1 wan alt this same tine tint the Commons pion 
to thom, bat to tho whole country, by one Job Mills Jacko 
‘who appears to have ben adtarting pamphleter."Thete pl 
on re allows 
His Rxeelleney, Francis Gore, Ea, Listenant Governor of 
the Provins of Upper Cat. diay it pleae Voor Exes 
ey 
Wo, Bis Majesty's datifl and loyal wet, the Commons of 
{Upper Cana in Purianent ascmbln, bg lave towne Your 
Reralecy of our approtaion of Your Exeleny' elininiatry 
among 0 haa inreaed in wealth, prosperity and commete far 
nl Hiberal exertions tv promot the same. We shoal not in 


(rade upon Your Hacllency at this te to expan the general 





lager” of the Hows n 


pe of thi ote fel oar 
allel ty x sae of thal duty which wo owe 

i Hin Marty's loyal aujeca otha provi 

to yom se av adsinitering the Govern Heol ad 


cnwary fro Hie Majesty's Governmental to 
‘tal afetion of Hit Majesty to hin Tage his ro 
: ig subjcta fa thin 


‘ne, which with grate we peoully sektowlelg to have ex 
Th wdeming Vour Exclleney we fel « rlisfction in 
ing onr approbation of Your Exoslen nisteation 
this Goverment, without entering nto the detail, wish woah 
‘send the toon of an ade, 

Jackson was thereupon aver, ike all previo fers, to 

Te to aber nin 

The Toronto publfe Hbrary rweently nacre opis of all of 
Jackson yaphlts, with, tangs to sy, hello’ wutoreph on 
Uh om page of ech 

Tn 1816 the Speaker ofthe Hono was the reipcat of w special 
drm fron the meabers othe gro that he ba entertain 
highend jest snnse of the Bem aod gute comet eure 
fof « Speaker, inannuch a they had hal nprece dened diealty 
in oantaning tei rights and pivileges vena Spar wh 
vor mater of eondet 90" Bin and digit” eo net appa 
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‘atly prevent trouble for «motion wat carried n she flloving 
‘Sexo dneing from the Leutonant-overnor the right 
hrlgges of the’ Howse ab anply as they were exjoyed by the 
louse of Gomanns in Groat tai, 

he senion of 17 wan an unusually prorated 











to the lomghydiseian of «ens of beech of peg as well 

two conte lion til Dang the previous Paliment 

‘ho datltof Gore ha been oes, with to Slstral dv 

ths counties of Westworld Hain, bali th bill o provi 

{on ba boon made for their sepresntation, ‘This oversight had 
fala after Ue Hone mck, subeeyoent to the oncral 











‘Metin and to ceasion was twenty dao before Uh members 
‘keto for Wentworth and Halton were able to take their sont 
ones Gambl's sco for Halton wan protested on th 
this bing alin, py Jon Bolton, the defeat 
thing the ptitnner and Gamble, afer aot gh, was uns 
mh worse than Gamble He ba been a membur from th 
Niagara Disriet in he former ariament, and in his dn 
ny of, Weetworth 























tothe independent clctrs of thee 
nual in the St. Davis Spectator, ho made roereee which 
Nes charge to bo" Drath of Privo, in that it rect 
JFly om the eonfuctof Uh ate House of Asombly, and pon 
Rents who were members ofthe ewnt Housa” A mation to 
oui Info the tales was tae iameiatly upon Dut 

{ntaduetio to: Bo Assembly, ad Use ete tok up the major 











vedio Usain, In Us adn Durand bad given a résuné 
jue iovunce ofthe yeople tlt natal ae, which ws, he 
‘Sniwol wna fallydeeared Uy Major-General de Rottenbarg in 








‘the muspension ofthe Hans Corps At, at th 

Datan of the military, Hie desanelations of both metanres 

ight the adiae wo eabing od his disap 

of Hs opponents sb at in marked eonteast to bis 
wel He ini Mis long’ 











rota 
ppeora of 
UR ta ot fess asa reposentative i aayle so rrsarkable 
that thongh eng, ite worthy of ting qooted ax showing th 
ttn of the entpadge Utrataro ofthat erly day 


































The“ Privitegoe” of the Hows ry 


When your rights and Iitertion were in dangor I never bid 
amy bend aud fo the vol of tnoney land year, bad T oppowed 
« them Tebonld enly hve boon a expogont i tho Hoos "Tho 
nigsteren of court, and. the vations intrigue employed to gain 
favorita pointe ase notoeroas Tt would be novel and velo fo 
develop thom all. Tt is eonegh for you to koxp a good wach 
‘kc oa goat pone 

ha the lie of dy te 











frm the hung walven ‘his T know 
swhich T have onifomly posed 

as obliged eto dropoff exchanges of evi with many wo f 

coun inm other way have cen than in die 

the care of polities Thave len stl in this province poral 

ff fourteen years, witha ror any ono to peat my chat 

act with spot ot blemish, My alii are otf the mca 











Tero clas yo have aces mein various public pints of View 
st Ge bond of « Rank company of Brave, gallant nine, 
trtows srvices a Ue cotmenouten of Une war ale frth pa 
Te thanks in general oer afler the tale of Queenan, and 
sehom [hope T never digese wan ont on duty the very 
lie ine che ena ahowel Untiseven, under MeAsthar. You 
ave aren me av President of Cours Martin, wher T almape 
temper jowtie with lity. Yow have seen mete Com 
dover of Rada IC in any of them tations T have erinoed 
nything mfviendly ta the yeomanry of the county, you will 
Kenow i.” But ny fallow-siteets, twas inpoaiWhikt I 
‘tec yous wth, Tnover could be fale to yn. T shall con 
Sale with the netrange Unt T am atl the object of your 
terest and” welfare, T eball stand fim. in support of yoo 
Highs dnd Ubertiey, td in 86 dng, T Sacco I gre te bah 
The happiness of the pope she strength ofthe tate and hee 
tapplnes cont in the abimnte of taxation, simpliciy of man 
see ml ropes cope for vligion; malig, tol a we 
‘oftheir country. Once more, then, my fiends, Invite you to 
favor me with the honor of your winger; and by «long, song 
‘old pall at onetime convince the tons of eorraption tat the 
not independant eanduct 
































ca the people patronage sh 
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The Committee of Trviege fn Duruntsease mnt and rose 
dn at math the Hom recived the report 
Tonlved, that James 





fot yased” the following. resolution 
Hows, 








Dara, « membar of 
pubic inthe St Catharines Spettor of Fel 14, and which 
‘Bam gol of the Home Dstt dain th that 
he be allot the Bar of € 

heft ty a vote of 12 to 
Found. he day following th fen 
mit, petton Srv Bihan Boasey and 





















Sta couats af Wentworah was ead in the House, sting forth 
that he name of Janis Dan di oy ste 
roll of the province, al ha igi toe 
Tuts rpetoneaive, This camed farther ecole, which way 
weno eae ty the expulsion fom the Hoos ofthe of 
ative for "high emiomp of th anthority of the House 





tt agrant breach of ts pegs 
Soeeintunng al hia sna inditnen for perjury aginst 
kis by Uh Grand Tary, Dan woe r-letel in 118, al took 








tery aetvo part inthe tins of that Pariment 
the Hose somstines 
stomel yee nguainity wes nothing Waa at stake, a dh 

















TAHT, when A Act to pri tho sae of gods, wares, wit 
a Sula was nny the Aseubly forte con 
ithe Come, wich they paused th Some amend 





Falling emotion was 

inmate mie the Hones the Legitive Comme to 

he tl for prveotng Une ale of epeitaone 

Teing ane of for and wot in any ws iatrfving with the 
ming of any yl money, this House will nti 

bled ight to eet te, that to sl 

To Tots By, Ret Cases Horns was 





vit ns" That 08 


























sl wth a of 























HAT very lange peroontge of the public men of 
ES country are called stoner oe later to rprenent the 
poplin Paament, is ely men inthe list of 

RAI eaters to ths Provical Assmbly fom 1702 t 

1402," With bat few oxeoptins all the leading sen 
AF Canute entered pobii life rin “the bar of the House,” and 
with ejay few exertions, nary all who lilt fr the 
Yrovince prior to Confederation have fused away, 
‘ome would havi be sofient in number to form a provincia 

may to wel o take» passing though nee incomplets 
lane atthe honor roll of istinguinhel Canadians who served 
{proving legilatorn, 

Kon tho provnt day, the easly paramenta had a lngs 
representation of profesional men, the followers of Blackst 
Telig probbly” ia majority. ‘Thos, the st rfersel to com 
rns ary ll he Toning seam of the bar and the leg 
Ets Kory therfore melts frequret mention of rach ola 
lawyers fs Marshall Sprang Bidwell, Wiliam tame Blake Robert 
Ballo, Jog Hagerman and cers, and it otto be wa 
deri a tat the dbo were oftn rilint a eloquent when 
ticipated in by such accomplished orators 

"The tar, the joeaey and the legilatare have always been 
closlyconvectt, and tn not surprising tt the lt of Upper 
Cenaian jedges during the centary contain «lege number of 
ames prominent fn the partlrentary ab well nthe Jil 
Tistory of the prone, i Tach, of the thirty-one mentioned ix 


















































‘he Honor Ratt of Partiomena 





Read's “Lives of Upper Canada Juges” from 1192 to 1802, n 
Ios than twenty were number ier ofthe Lagilative Connell 
oe the Ames ing 4 neat 
Patient and on the Dench dally. Chisk Julee Osseo 











lee whotn Ongoode Hall wat naited, was s member of th 
Teinlatve Coane ax wero Chiof antes Ensley and Seo 
Alloa nl Thorpe wer both judges and members; Chief Jetee 
Tolinaon war councilor Attorney Ganeral before he was 

(nto the bunch Chet Justices Draper and BleLeus were 
tctive mater, as were Julger Hagerman, D'Arey Boclion, 
‘Sherwood, Jones Jones, Saliven, Jobn Wile, Connee and 
‘Connor, Nearerour own tine Justice Jooph C. Morraan an 
(Chet Santee Mees ad Malahew Crock C 























meron) we a 
While th Uni 
ad among is ceeupants «group of ili wl frmovs Fronch 
Canadiaow-Sir A A. Dorion, Sit Hector Langevin, Hon, Joep 
CCanchon, Hon. LLY. Sle, Sie George Ev Carte, Mr, ka 
fontaine, Hon Chace Allee, Hon, I. J Popneat abd ters 
ccontinved struggles tatwenn the Upper and 

the Assembly forthe right of the 





Aet was in foros, the Prot see Chamber 











Lower Canadian nti 
tespeetive province t ister province were 
swell tothe front inthe oi) Chamber as leaders per and 
‘Sir Antsine A. Doron atin the ber ding the 
Patient of 1885-9, and st Rouge pty of 
(Qaetze, tains Atlarney-Goneal of the famous Brow Dovion 
‘snincirationblore which he was Corminoner of Grown Lac 
He tecame motte of the Privy. Connel fu 187, aud latterly 
‘dod a frufl nd noble te an Chie Teste of Quebec 

‘Sir Hector Langevin eoterel Parliament: while ib meb_in 
Toronto in 1857, and soon became a foes in the Hoa, Mr. 
Site exer special nfunes in connection with tho ergy 
reserve quetin, becnme Speaker in 1968, wan a mstiber of 
he Tache-Mactocaid Government and alin of the. Cari 
Macdonald Administration. Carier was another of the Fre 
(Canaan Tears aan tort of state and "with ah Ex 
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terrier Wok about hin” a he tas Yen deeded to me With 
the anon! French excitability, his spc, eapilly i reply t 
itive, bt wthoul ay ptanoe to 











cupare Ue dient Ions a tothe 
ble men.” Robt Baldwin 








ong a logical ane 
cist to nthe of tmaoner,almajh 
femmanding the aléntin of kis hearer” He ao bis nti 
ng sil Pita Glatone, hi nnd for York (vacated 
TS the pronotio of SirJatin Beverly Robinson rom the Ado 
‘ney Generali to the Chit Jusieship) bing warmly spouse 
Uy Witham Lo Mackense in the Colowied Advoate Th 
AMul toenbor (he. was eal twenty ire at dhe tie) was 
tothe Hoon by his father, De. Halen, and Jes 


openers yet wos 

































igre san oul tn prominnly, no indeed 
istry of Upper Cannan pies than 
Baldi Reformers” im 1945 oth 
win Lafontaine Cabinet, a he dit 
ty, personal worth 
ie ie in INST ater eaey 
of honorable serves, One of his chief aim 
escheat of tak 
William Hane Bake eenped the pesto 
in the Haldwin-Lafontaine Adin 























Df, boon sero eo, sor 
Teer ow the loo of tho Lagiatre Sach i the stung tt 
ony of his bigraplier, Te Toft tho polite seena in 1890, 
‘rhe he was appointed vie-Chanellor fhe Court of Cancer 
‘While Wiliam Lon Mackenee cou noth termed an 

set his ery Hemerinnt aod eombative spit which led im to 
‘ive vent torent of wor art the attention of tho 

Fs nd compl Sn Tide to his outtuests of igo 
































The Honor Beal of Partinmert ” 

















wh iter existing evils Mie pyramid of seep 
folly indexed snl replete with choir polio snarl 
tear the taniain of pola! Knowle fem which he dren 
Tinny «thew quotation a aplowont reminder Th 
{dak oncopied ly Me Backers x tow in the jmoesion of the 





(ashioued a elmer po of araiar 
desk Hin wat in th Hoane wa wer th 


York Rangers 












{runlon lal Ste tartan ten his ad 

Tether nad. watch the pr 

Bipinghis finger into an nk Ll he rapidly marked on a 

1075 ung sah hrring te eave potion 
oad Hcl, with « 

he natural ie forthe Demin 


























pemiare slgich eel 
Sweet Will 















nl erking pose of Hager an Bidwell 
Marshall Spring B tbo alfrctve apse, i 




















rc has hen dried om 



































100 ontarise Darkiament Building, 





1 canterpat of ase 'Conpell is persnal pfearnes 38 
sell ann i orator! ability 
The Hm Malesin Cameron another 
bin entrance to the Awe in 1 
Franc Bond Mead inthe Iter treatment ofthe pel 
‘he people for relnanf 
cdher wage prove hit do an dance ruil, expel 
‘he quent of the separation of Chine nnd Stale, Ho, to 
fled acepiably diffrent ponttin andr diferent aiinise 








tical memory. Uron 
eran a tlt agaist Si 


























The late Canadian Promier, Sidon A Maeonald, pent sm 
of his caler yrs of pull fe within the walls of the ol 
riciabers him io the ‘orton, "he sat unmoved nt ix desk vehile 
the frags for which Ut period of parlamentary story was 
Inarkable went on, fosking hal etutos and hal eontomptonas, 
Sometimes inthe thick ofthe rcs wun Yay nao ont 
seg hin abot te Hou 
cnn” Wh dng that 














the Library. Texas ever 
vee he aD 






trom him pai he tare ho Hts aginst ae old pel 

feos Robert Bain and others a is gained the 
ctiee in debato avd contesia whith stood hie in such gond 
ea daring is ong sign at Ouse ator Confederation. 

"The ten year beowern 1850 mance into 
Parliament of e namber of men whons names are fanifiar.‘The 
Hon. David Chris wis cea momar of tho Clear Grit 
ty anda elear-hoved,ealtivated and content Sotehnan, 
Tak hz character and acl janent that gave weight 0 
Tis utterances ithe Huse, ‘The Hom. Avila MeKellr, who 
tee lela from Ken in 1857, sng emported mua in 
Titaione and drafted she original drainage law 

"The scons of 1851 witaswod the appearance of ano 
inthe Lagiatare, who, while be had already won 1 high pos 
tion aoa fuer onside of Pastiaont, ea destino to become & 
power im Leyiatare and Parianent Eight years after George 
Earn arial in Canad, he was cleo i 1851 to represent 

ch Tally illustrating is oa 



































ont and Lambton, hs malen s 
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city ona plamentary orator and leader, ‘The fact that Me 
Browns earinradvooary on the platform and inthe presto 
reforms then being agitated had ade bm» yopular speak 
bo had tho fet of makiag hin w foree al power in the 
Hote— power that only 











iment Te 
Thomas D'Arey Mice was athe ght sar inthe o 
Uasuentary ramen. When he ite tospeak oeryone lst 
ange of 
ctey and 
‘se and orig 
wing the caeot language enfvened with dlighiol vein of 
nipped with s eustie ad bitter irony. He eine 
Ns maiden paciaentary spo inthe seon of 1858, display 
jing a wonderfl aia aan easy eloyuene that envi! th 
i ith i 
Sir Francs Hineks was ft electid in March 184, al hi 
talents soon brought him tothe foat. Hisfint Cahive pin 
‘ws thet of Inspector General maoeting which fe Leen Pine 
Ministero the Hineks-Dorionsminbration after the rteemen 
of Mr. Balin, positon which he eld oll 1864 I 1 
fered Sie Joho A Macdonald's Ministy us Finacial, 
tnd It pte life in 187 after they 
The first Prams of Ontario der Conte 












































othe ae 

John Salil! Maelooal, also ha a comyeratively long pati 
S41 tl T971,—einty year in 

He cocupied privat miter went vol 
1840, lon he war appoint. Sliitn-Ceneral in the Padi 
fontaine Cain, a in 1858 he was Attorney-General i 
Brown-Dorion Cain, He peristently oppused the rptcmm 
tation by poplaton agitation, and although m Cale, 
Iavor the erablhmest of topeate schoo 
call upon to for government, and 



























‘impete, be formed the fist Ontario Cabinet In 1872 he 
retired from pale is wot after Ube deft of hin nine 
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ewan ot tl 
Ieing lcd 


67 that Ewan! Blake entred Patianent 
the Hoare of Cnninns In Woot Dusan 
For the lal Lagilatare in Saath Broo. Ta 1850 he wooed 
Me. Architel NeKellar ws lene of the ( the Tae 
Tagiatture, wee be son gained w mpeteion tn keeping wih 
that won wee bar The atte of charactor coal way 
nthe lll erect, eloyseat atl ignited immer a born ple 
Tease. After the ees of 1871, be tok leading pat 
Fund as rel of which the coma of the Hone pan in 

Oppoition, ‘The Goveroment eapltlate on 
inte, ail Ms; Blake feoune Prom. On 
th Lo ter the aj 



































tent the new 
several portant tos, chit of wih 
inal repenentation. Tu Octbsof 1972, 
Troltion as Prewr ender thei a with the Hon 
Aocaner Macken, tok hit mat 3 Common, 

Hom Alesander Mackenzie in connection with that of Me. Bake 





























the Hon, Steps Richa was sete tothe Lgflature ia 
1507 and was o member of the Saield Meolona Goverment, 
the tom, John Carling being Minster of Agiulbare and Pl 











Works i 

nother portant name i tha of Sir Over Mowat, wh, ke 
so tango his plea aciatos entered Parent after baving 
tron ib spurs nthe legal pefeson. In 1857 be was elected to 


{South Ontans (defeating te Ite Me, Saati Morn), 


time to play th work laying the fo 





‘av portant part 








The Howe 





lation of Confederation, aking prominent part in tbe Quebe 























Brown-Dovin Cabinet during ie abort xisene, ad as eo 
: Pontnatr-General in the Sandel! Macdonald Dorian atin 
a teaion of 1913, while be held a portflofn the Teche Maclonal 
i Goverment fora shor Gime, ‘The eneuian paseed upon hin 
=| {years ago nay wll be applied tony: Clee and loi! fn hi 
= Thinking way in delete well ml inden pi 
a ‘ul agresble i deportuont, he was liked by fini fesed by 
° opponns snl repted by all” He wae alte Vie Cher 
0 ‘cllorof the Court of Chancoryin 1864 Reenter 
ie ta TS12, he hae sacs Alle Whe high positnn of ‘Prom for 
= twenty-oue yeaa reoed enly apposed by the frat Pi: 





tinier. which rounined in power fom Decembee 178 101801 
































A Thus has the longest record in the annals of British Parliamen 
= sentry Ol, Flom abc 0 
4 Ing sen ty-ficr yours of oficial le commencing some goons 





he become a athoriey "on inatiatonnl la, and was the 
ie taihor of = work on “ Canadian Conirovered Hlesion Pre 

dente, 182881." Not only ide te two generation of provi 
tial Togilators come ad go, tal he an 











Prowtat the fst and lat wean of the Lgiitive 
“ ewan the Pasian balding He died eon at 












































HE banded yan of Onarls hsory i matory 
Srila to ditt ero or pero the ft tring 
ini pratt at Newark tn TE ts 

3 the econ, Snoeled wilt Vor caret pr 
amen ing. 804 

to 1882; the fort contained in Ue Ponte bing, fro 
tea2 to 184 an the Ab, dealing wit the tion ofthe 
province nineen Wt] and It? “Tesich and pte ue 
[ctquinted when Confteron tne en crushed an 
Tathsand Provichl Lagotrer wee agin nga. The 
it Gabe ater Cufetestion wan et bye Hon, Jekn 
Sd clonal a Premiered Atdrny- Genera wth the 
Hon J Carlng irr of Ageia ao Puc Works 
{he Hon Stepine tarda Cmts Gros Lad he 
Hon A Comern ae Provincial Seaeary and th Hon 
Worl Provigil Trento, Afleranextence of weary fot 
Jour cad tle figural elt or the povione nde 
A Government the action toe on the 300 Dee 
ter. 1871, of the Hon set Ma, wits the Hon Aletander 
Maeno the Hon Adan Croke the on, Arild 
Mekatlar clan ‘Tho tbl given eliewer aces the 
tnrneef al who Lave bil partion nthe Ontario Gove 

Rin nce 180 wth te lel 

‘onthe Slt ot Oxobr, 1872 upon the raiment of Mew 
Ike and Mackense from he provincial reno pble He 










































3 ie Dominion Vrtament at Ottawa, what has 
gw aa the Mowet overran wn fra i 












































Ontario ax been 90 prominent fate, Si Oliver Mow. on 
nly Wontiod with de great eco to be fochded ta Me 


















the promt members are Uke Hen C.F Power, bo hay hl 
fit for nearly twenty years; tho Hon. Arthur &: Herd, who 
‘womibor of the Cabinet for over Been yea th 


"W. Ren whos ton years as Minter of Bdneation 
will sa bs etmpeled; the Hon, 3 Giton, sworn in in 1880, 
a the Hon dot Drpden, Yue Hon, R Harcourt andthe Hoo 


























Pardoe sl the H 


Hone 8: Wood, A. MeKellar, James Young, AM. Rose a 


eof the weiter to atop akete of this 

ative record, though He stata Lok 
ston which hx place Ontario nthe fro 
ott or sate foe vanes! Lawson ll 
within the ial log 


ie Works the Hon, CE 
‘Compitive plans om the this 
titres foul that suitable bili 


‘rth the Fequte ecomatdaton, could tot bad for that 


IRA. Wai 
Plana, Subeoywnty there was aed tothe 
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‘The lapeeof only six years between the frat excavation and 
the completion of the new baling ix ereitble wo the Commi 
omer of Public Worke and the contractor. Considering the 
Imagnitnde of the bulling covering aa it does far acre of 
round, and eotaining over two bonded rot, x year ta 
‘eoeptonally short pero in which to cret it 
TN betta etoation cook have heen chown fora publi bid 
ing than the southern ond of the Queen's Park It partially 
cavers the ate of the old Kings College, which wan built 
jnt ty. yea ago, at whieh wae removed a few years, 
ago to take room for the Paslament bling. On the cea 
© opening of King’s College by Sir Chnser Daye 
smoreneral, the rd Rogiment suit inthe 
al the notable of that day, inti Doctor 
est prosident of the college, mere in attendance 
ervaony of the of Ail lat, half'& ectary Inter 
Teutenant Governor, detachnents of he elitay, and repre 
sentative mon in many of the department 


‘ast soen fom the outlook in the eastern tower. ‘To the sath 
the Universi¢y avenue strtaher to Quieter, withthe bene 
ofthe ety on ether sido extant the tay, wl the Isard 
and Me waters of the lake beyond complete pictre of rate 
Tray, To the saat the Sear eights toner the hora 

lose the vast arn of the ety exteling in that lretion, 
Te the went, the Homber bay nal dhe High Pak treetops frm 
a boundary a4 Well hill and Upper Catal Collage dao the 
North.” Tn the imndite ighbortnal Ue ee take in «nob 
troup of publi balling the University, with its annex of 
Hear, gymonsiom, Biologie! bailing a! Sehool uf Practica 
Selec: the aster edationa entre of Victoria wad McMaster 
Universiti and Welt Clog, the. Atiletc Cle, and te 
‘rl of halons private riences oud the Queen's pk 
With te groupe af mae ca and clin is aware walk 
to drve, it apcions patios ia groupe of satan. an te 
twin Sebastopel cannon yearling therotrn entre fo the 





ne the 
et 


aly 

‘lt 
Bag 
ofthe 


sland 
as 
ater 
oak 

ras 
‘r 


Near the norte corer of the tailing the bronz 
of George Brown faces the srecare and eijiniog his 
‘Siesencat so grevp of slekiny'oreibd tou of hs el 
titers who fll at Ridgeway in 18 
The more ene ries Ue front exterior view ofthe now bul 
lage mors tcpretive dons: om, card Che ore dot ha 
Toner valine that ho in gasing pon ble ake, Elly 
worthy of the province in whow interet t han bron bil Th 
Yriteipal frontage is 490 fot, including the porte cacheres wth 
‘apt of 24 fe, the wan plan formic tube eter Ean 
olen within ie wall rer T0000 square fort. Tn uehitec 
{tra desig, ix Romanemae, he earved.sorface following th 
Clic and Indo-Germanie ecoals "The tain walt ae, com 
stroced of Croit Valley wandtone taken fran the quarries of 
{Gavol& Viek, ila redish brown tinge profucing «toa p 
ing fet of cola,” Sonie of the Inger surfaces ronnt hele 
ata face, and larnnie with dh cielo and oad er 
The cents fagae aes tom eight 
arly 20 fst, The tmaive window areaing which ign 
terwalizingg the log nb; is Feature heretofore ov 
ket inthe design of bingy of thi digi character in 
‘eholasy way. Tt fesgur mows appropratly toe the el 
ing feature of the culveetaphntoe, bth in lab ad elevation, 
carlo drpoel no enisly separ eparinane Fr 
Tative arp tanta apt 
‘nea in the ea wing. aed ther fa withal a inpiy 
ginont, got an aid Spies The bly ented wall 
writ nerin of iting abl, stay castor clan nent 
dangle tere, ntl quiet elds of quarry Coed walla 
wwii hy & pyramidal wof, with angle turrets, terminating 
wth elongated domi! 
Among the mont striking vxtoior features of the buildings 
ee eocherdn at Une cantor atv western nd, theta 











laa aning the eat foatune of the bag The lanes 
‘speimen of erving i the sly riezs mealy 2 fot eng 
fetes stractry, which repent ia ial ores 
Chief Juste Rabin, Jon Saneld. Maal, 
Blake, Tino ‘Blair Pan, Sir Inne Broek 

in a’ Matthew Croke Cun Ths 
guano, ait were, hy four monster garg, whi lk dos 

from the cores of the four get 
The mui entre in keg withthe dignity and general 
et Te icon of Cet 


tower a alaleanel onto, che iow fron whic hae has 
ity wih th lard lake 

Te ahi Repl a al 

iow, i egually am ping asthe ft asp, ak 
he contract fur Une iainry, Wick, stn and enenraion 
was eigallyslertaken by te ate Li po hin 
ka the work wat taken hy hit set Me Robert Cor), 
who acid with him Mi. Vik who wus with Mr, Yor 
‘awe 409 gees of Uwe stn nari ns Onn which 
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ly of the intron eal, with «le arse 05 
0 fect, and eight of over 50 fect The pated ering is 0 
gos the maple leat predominating 
The color sh nin ool goon and el fone of 
ope, ample eaves of antuneal ty beta wrought nto srl 
‘ranenente hich foro the ling design These tones, with th 
swarm tong olor of the tay wi eam, Fri «zon ad 
‘itive combination. The ct of arme of the. proving 
Irie coloring i prominont, the fuming creatine of which 
‘a beutiful ute oll entwined with maple branch and lve. 
The novelty of Use whole foie hapily adapted tthe deep 
wood basa paneling, the lines breaking thr i tal pte, 
_yetw cooetved ant show weasful flowing each paneling 
thor avciing the hinvy and monet ef of sly dh 
sat pci 
‘Abowe the arcs on the northern and southern wall te fou 
stiogrieaahjoclr—Maleraion, holdings carted idle; Jean 
with ord aa sols, ing a code of law 
Power, earyng as i Windin, with ope 
ak and lana owe et and west rll otal 


Canadian syensore wth agua paling nine fst high ‘The 
pastor walls rv richly decorated with mouldings an ati 
runout In low elle fm sich yellow iron, tuddel. with 





A Yew Bane « Now Building ua 


ie leading to brick stack, containing fan driven by a engine 
Tittue bacement By meus of all Us fol ae ened out 
fide and tc ai onan dvieibuted throgut the whole 
‘the tiling 
The Speaker's dais oxcoute in San Donan an” vlvet ol 
gay, as ihlycarved cont of et sells with datos 
S60, ABE od enriched worfacs i by tr sta 
lard Tons It plac the sath x,t Ube poe galery 
rontad more atu leony, imunatly hind ned froin 
tng, ran news the opie orth dad om ether 
fr located the Tae’ and vitor” alleen Tho Inter ar 
ently era in Danty hy Une ener ree fonting then, 
thay are ada nase st night Hen an every. 
tember on the Hove of the chaner ea eset) Uren 0 
eter from what ps he ay riae fare the 
vesamental casnkiry, contain & 6 ft pwe eil 
thetic ight ‘This poe of wor wa spell deg forthe 
ich ofthe chuylbes there are 24 gu etre 
meaaperer Arse eres th 
Tenckety, a which have te ight 
ers and Drackt 
nvfachred of what a Keown ax plished roe hand-eat ae 
The allots of ronmon the gro Ror of the western wing 
isin contetion with lgiation, the watt lnk of the Howse 


the grout oor, The Listtenant-Azoernor has a haa 
rated room adjining the Library, wile the Tenor of the 
Hsp, the Speaker utile the corresponding rosa in Us 
torn tower. Them apariments are panel in nara woods 






































A New fru and a New Building 


Sind cavig, pedal on Un pl, Te scp Pus 
Sameer The arving nts rom athe Spat Mary 
Ercgetly tna "The Speaber aig on, B24, fash 
Tho Logitve henry, cn of the hae 
roomein te whe alin stanton he meine an Tes 
Tendon ar Ost fer, with cling 

td up wih ite nk peclog tad 

Tight tus buen seared Uy ve low than gk 

tes deals eprint The ae 
Sarl Wollack sje tel athe ba Ain 

om the old library ban iron railing enclosing the 
fee alg (pei fon 

The Haas so sy pepe 

Ranning ough pt ivecollit ib, 
sir bin biel hy eam rir, aceon ping In She 
Shambet and izary Te mares of te foun all 
te baler tem bec ra he Unset a8 cots os 
ameter, sl with 100 trench tel tate 

The ileg ie wuiped wih ian loge eps au 
chal sally from fined tent ne have pac 
{tren fom soe to tcl ad ew hydrate ae paced 
{he tment don cal fn. x capac rte athe 
ier an tobe found the tang. Th ws of 
Tevatron bon frat fle yy Wi aetna 











ne Ontario's Partinmont Buitdings 


cover with eonerst ant Porth cent. Four lng sat 
fates of which ar if fine oppamental in work : 
The Hor areal out, two thikemes f abet, 
und rote 
ined throughout fn wits ck, with’ profexion 
‘Thay ace wooed over wih amber led las whish sole 
sdaed and raf Hight alow. The let 
principally wwe, but the chanlir ary fg 
The original contrac fr the exenvation masonry, al vik 
Tate Lionel York, when eomtrct called 
tal work ‘The st of entre a 
rica foe wl eonsieoetion of the oiling i a 


Ita Tonal Yorke-and pom hic dea taken up by 
Cara Vik). 
Ant in ation 1.15000 ik to te Foi 
Cetra Pe 


Tnteror woodwork td Speaker's dais (Wag 

Carpenter work (Lionel Wonks) 

Planing, gusting au sean beating (Pad, Masel 
"e Mash 

eon nce Pouniry Oo, Tort) 

Root-everng lating enpper work, te, (Doogie Bro 

Leng wl plating (AF Rell Toon 

Tatoo pintng and gluing (Re. Hocenden, Toronto} 





A Now Bim and a New Building m 


Grud state, ete (H.C Hasrower, Bull) S21 
Onier drainage (Garson & Pare, Sk, Cather) 3a 
Decoration of eling and wallsin chamber (Eli & Son) 4500 
Mantes, orniahing tings oe (Ries Lewin de Sem Le) 9.322 

‘Soo Co, Led, Pronto} a200 


Tiling for vob and aes etc (Tore Graaite Go) 1450 
Among the conte fr equipment and fariching of bald 
Combination ga nl olictveitunes(Besnete Wright) 25,208, 
one slats (Ot Bro, New Vek) 22000 
Filing up ten vale (Oc Specialty hing. Co), rer 
Tabrary Stings, ote (Willan Sines, Toate sa 


Te foetal opening ofthe new building and of the Legflaare 
‘plac on the fourth of Api whe the lar of th Chater 
the quarete of gare were roedad wth repreentati 

tne Panetually at three lock, Liewtnant-Gove 

Kirkpatrick and mite arrived at th maineutranee fom Govern 


waent Hone, accompanied by  elachaent of the Governor. 
(Generals Boy Guard while Company "2" of the Royal School 

Tafooiy, th aie tod, Forms guar af hone arth 
trance, Adjoining the balling, the Toronto Field Batlery 
war station, anda mle of gun was tied. A preeeson 
forse atthe nan bal, constng of the Lieulenant Governor 
An suite andthe Pheiir,ofices of the various eller 


tothe Chater 

The Lietenant Governor, om reaching the Thine, rad 
fit Alden to the members delivered in te new Chater, ad 
the det indeed sac hi uppalatment to oon On of the parae 
raph ofthe Addren i given: “Tt given me goat lonste to 
Thott you as « Lagslative Assembly for the St ie since ny 
appointment oa Lactleratt-Covtendr; end itis peelaly gral 
fying that T aun privileged to do son these Detutifl bling, 
row no netly completed, atl xo well lpte for your aco 




















to oak 


hen bagan the pais of 


15000, and Upp 























10 Ontario's Partioment uitdings 





in one proves in that half eeutury have town 
lation, in weal, cdc 





very grok Ts progr in 
in inligens, pola! fi 














‘While thi pe 
heres boo 








sv resin ain various way bling 
item, ‘The plitcane of my omy days have all pased aay 
tnd very mang of thle suseaor hae pol aay to. So Fe 
ths besa with the elo, Qe fron the bankers, the jude, 








frolnnt fo thine day 








ite 
nt 1688 Only tre of ty amecltes nthe ety coun ae 
ing now. Moat of the elecion of bth pation wha were active 





no thin sty that gan, my pattie 
a year Two a alert forthe yearn 1 








inecaring my leon, have 
‘While il an alderinas Twas cated by the south viding of 
Ontario toa seat in the Logilative Amtbly ofthe the Pr 
ne of Canada ad T retained « member ai 
Viewelivellorship ia. 1864, Of tho who wer 











Inember of the Legislatrs, very ew are now ig. 
Tutope of them who i a mentor ofthe present Pariment 
Canale. Not one (exopt yall) lea menor of the pr 
Tagiatve Assembly of Ontario, 
So, of Be fist Ontario Cabinet wir my prem 
of the Cabinel now, Som honored and wale 
dnd other hevored dealt Hee 














fare for sour psec fp Botantre eel oil ere 
tno one oneage wma pred with hrongh sy pte 
trea or tay personel eengement. OF tne tars 
{he Onto Amcably aid in I8r,cnly one a meres of 
the set cof om who wets mene fo 167, whan 
npn beaunes wmber I Vlee thve sly Qeaenysl) 

Tewari eat heaton that 1 ft the Bech fr the 
Laine nad Government when ea ited by te then 









































A Now Es wml a Now Building wt 


Leatenmi-Coverior to take on me the positon whieh T baw 





fine ted eich work wae fr me congenial work and i 

Irork which when wel and couionioely done, of rea 
po and grea val i But Tam gad owe 

nae chance hgh pion 











Tonle afl portly 
wc eter tha the honor pati 
Int tlie Ut the opportanty whieh 
Ineremedsnuntof good ns ot ev hewn aay, oF Le 
tot solang havo ben voained fn oBie by the people of th 
proves, tor would T today schon widen ab 




















Tim gl to have stand sy” preachy Tog en 











which we ae asenble, al ake ny” Plage poser of 
proving atthe ist soon of the Legiatare el ere. T 
Pca i oe al he re ntti, thin day f he 10 


Inssoner of public works This 








Iessetive ability his energy ml hi eeonany. Teal if 
ther befowe any Caen hol eet a pubic ba 


























scutes whic dang Uh lst fw weeks have een omit 
tne with unseeastonne fre, Bat thy ate tt walking a up 
pom tht ny lie or ts work Ss near Hes cod. ‘That Th 
ight to ae, a Ti 






























ut Honk forwa 
evel ton 






































Aatlerng widen. T 

















Tite Having the gront aeantge 
Tramy look for increasing fulness a 
Uiciptions whic you have boon pleated too 





the hep, to Bightn the 

the comfort and well ining of the mano 

Sinoehly and fly forthe cominon aleantage of al clases of 
ru Tnall this Ta 





tiawent 



































Asan appropriate conelaskn of his chapter, 





co lly lth 
7, ad inthe wag Day 














ay pet, Whatever 
for pubic wetulness tay Uy divine prov 
Tope to devote to the same ple 


ny ofthe Lat youre my 

















1807 ta Ue proven ae ve, 


CABINET MINISTERS FROM CONFEDERATION, 









































infty bce upon the importance of ving 
the Mohawk on the 








iam trite in Upper Can sep 
(Gran River fr th ll 
tio of the ee 





snare Inien Cana 








a4 to prevent the Indians 
trie and thos eupurlising the peer of bath, 
Since engi the dif of 




























Tn a coal were eh at Newark, 
resnce of the Govern, the Tnlian Coma 











pant adrae o Sadasky im Juy of 1782, le. han 


the Seven Natone pause though Newark on Ui 






f dupity, om the park of ste wat pled unl the Wat of 
S12 dived both white nnd ed fat opto rank 























he ato the 200 (00 


Avera showered pre 





tes 

ptaent of Team aac 

in Upper Canara certarn proportion eae etapa for 

than of nels porte, katce, omaha ka, mirror, ed hee 
doar tthe heart ofthe Tan. Flags withthe nas of 

‘province eine am then, were diibuted withthe jel 

in couwiderable numbers, and the Mohawk ehueh on the Gran 





























Ata tn ee hommty te eky rien with ee 
ee rend cn co yup of tho weir of Newark 
Co ame Shas of on Bein. cone 





with athe 
ye agin prev 
* Man ahistorical fc, 












se of Bru seth aftr wich 
oie aney secure I Basing. 








Shacoe ade 






Sopp 


ecch of whe I 














Tote Hower i cepa ae Be 


Sune, That athe y 
Reweervoniy Si ‘ 





retweon Great Britain and 
Mic gel he ns of he Rig 
eed a a th Tan Soper hough # he 
ay Cana, where Hs eontack wa igh ap 
i Guy Ce ancl with th 
wh, n'a pls cou 

hatchet and dnd th 

that we shoul te amp 

















aaa erent was fovea that he content wan key to 


rena our station tothe Ite Si 
F thon Governor a Comanrtern-Chie 
Jon of General Casto preie, 














Frederick Haldin 
a queted acole 
































eve thon as uly enfrel as hone they were pwned 
of btu the war and the grant which we afterwards bane 

Honorable Hooke, The lands th granted, 
yunntty and station by 




























British Standard att 
rt of the wats Aer Us obtaining thee lent 
‘rth the apprdtion of Genel Haldimand, vetled some 











for the porpone of making rads and teaching our people the 


a epon th 
Cana, by w 














teri eulytostale Ue dfialtie we Inor uve 





That 
eli raion 


ald Vecn mater of conlention we 
cir intention, bat it unfortunately for w this sul be Uh 








ooh ppm te 





i eve thie al ct colder sl ange foe th 
serves ad lames € te Tolan ns Gots na 

Sra the one-half.” We ary away tha ll rps 
this oatre shoul eons thioagh the Tndian depart 
thay bare long wine cand from eying dtntion to or em 
palate we a uner the necsity of appealing to your Honorable 
Flonme in hopes of taining allt thrgh ach mew as you in 

















(On baal of the Tia 
(Bigoed) Jonna Bray 








Brat ha sod Tos, oth 























wt Bling 











hunt had, ving the progress of the dispute, b 
rn made n speech at «eos whene 























Tal up the Executive Goverment to contempt. The wily 
‘eta fomght revenge ot President Rosell by charging hin 
with yeited a tnd aot of Tad nthe sei 
Wton "in nay account for: Rio's letter to Whitlall 
Mhhwoe he sagn Brant was rd nord eens in hang refs 
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at the. charges ten prevalent fr the eonveyane 

iter wan in exes of he charges aerind yar Phe au 
ie pata reve of the early days were seat to Bogan and 
Tima mite in making up the Bitch budget 

TLngtny reference might be sade to De eal soil life 
ork ti State bala given bythe Governre atl Pos 
ters ender the patroge of the ofces ofthe guvnon of 
‘hella dinners alway given at our pn. ofthe "earaing 
Crotrigheiding onthe tay or up Yongeatret Shortly before 
fhe wat ated the inant of the town, if Us aia 
Tate secured. when Uh party divisions in Uh Leite esd 





Then and Now 19 


stoppage of the generat hops or ames cach party ther 
fier holding its own social funtion in piv hows, 

‘The fret miltary ball were bel in the ange eaves tent 
which telonged to Siow, en which had bon tad for sd 
sod ly Captain Cook, the fat trvele. Tt de walls old 
Inve spoken, what «vast of scone it could have desred 
tative in tara lad, selon In New South Wales tnd. Aw 
tralia, eyaves in Hay and Hawai (the unfortnate veyageat 
reoviving his death wound from a Hawaiian native), ad at ask 
the sie of w now stelement in new country i the gayety 

In conclusion, wo burs bat to contrast 1792 with 1892 to bo 
visilyimprosed with the degree of growth ant development 
sf tho provineo on all the Hints that go to make a scent 
sn prosperoas state. Dusing the period coverel byes font 
client ailing, Ontario has mae nigh oc 
tionally, the od I tetoa bons scattered i paraly 
Povalated ooantzy have been nopplanted od supplemented by 
‘howsands of scleol last of x few hun! pupa ag 
tetlance asthe, now half lion y eine 
tant. practically fro, ‘Then, th lumbering stage ome ote 
low soi uneurtain siligg vm were the only mao oon 
Neyanes, Even the pergrinating giveeaore of the goal ld 

3 when making a sort of royal tour nuagh the new an 
fay, tale comparatively slow ogres over the rh soede 
mils of raiway aow serve the Dominion aa whole Thus the 
‘diwinstration of jastiee wan eutberwone nd slow compared 
vith today. ‘Tha, the centres of population were few wl far 
etween—peopled as inte mit of fata Now Outar 
isthe tanner provine of Conederatioo, with nearly two nl 
3m ois fie lion people. Since intyyonts ag, the bound. 
ties of the province lave been elangd, aig toa weal of 
forest and steam and minerals n etch of teitoryslnst 
Yroviooe in tll. “Toronto a thecal ty, has emerge’ eo 
her jnfanile stage of 1790 to the lature of w meteopliten 
tity, the eat of Leng andthe centre fom whi eines 
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PREFACE. 


UCH of a country’s history is born within its legisla 
tive halls Anglo-Saxon freedom was 
L oped in the ancient moot and the modern Parliament, 
the foundations of British self-government were 
laid in the open air Parliament on the plain of Runny. 
mode and within the historic walls of Westminster. ‘The 
American Ropublie is built upon a constitutional foundation 
erected by its representatives in the Congresses of the eighteenth 
century; the eonnecting links between the France of Louis 
XIV. and the France of President Carnot are traceable in the 
records of the Chambre des Depnties on the banks of the Seine 
From the world’s Parliaments have emanated the world’s best 
Jaws, and the voice of the people in the control of national affairs 
the remedying of national ills and the institution of national 
forms has ever heen more effective, more ennobling, and more 
pregnant with good results than the exereised power of a tyrant 
king or an autocratic ru 
Equally true is it that much of Ontario's history had its ineep- 
tion in her Parliaments; equally true that the legislative record 
of the past century represents the best in that history, Tt is not 
the author's intention, however, to attempt to deal fully with the 
latter in these pages, but the more modest task of outlining 
the historical importance of the four Parliament Buildings that 





have been erected in this Province since 1792, and of tracing their 
varied life of a hundsed years,—especially that of the old red- 


brick pile that has recently beon deserted for its noble successor 


jn the Queen’s Park. ‘The old Paxliament Buildings on Front: 
street have not only had an eventful history, but their walls 
have echoed with the voiees of two generations of Canadian 
public men, and the statutes of its Parliaments and Legisla- 
tures are the basis and protection of our Provineial life, ‘The 
chief aim of this sketch is merely to preserve a few scattering 
‘memories, not only of the historie old strueture on Front-strect, 
‘but of its predecessors, 

Tam indebted for valuable assistance to Mr. John Ross Robert- 
son and his valuable eollection of papers on the Landmarks of 
‘Toronto; to Mr. W. Revell for sketches for illustrations, and to 
numerous friends whose suggestions and information have been 


of much value 
Fras Yer 
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CHAPTER 1 
17921798. 


interesting chain of historical events preceded the 
gathering of the small band of men in old Newark, 

on the seventeenth day of September, 1792, in response 

to the first summons of vieo-regal ‘authority to the 

first Parliament of Upper Canada, The initial link was 

Forged on a memorable day in 1763,when His Most Chris 

tian Majesty, King Louis XV. of France, was induced to renounce 
all elaims to Nova Seotia or Acadia, ceding it and all its depen. 
deneies to His Britannic Majesty George TTL—a kingly trans 
action involving the transfer of half a continent from Gaulish to 
lo-Saxon vule. Linked to this link is King Geonge’s procla. 
mation of the same year, dividing his new possessions and defin 
ing the oundaries thereof. ‘Thus was Quebee born as a pro 
vince, although the Imperial Parliament, in 1774, enlarged. ite 
boundaries to the shores of Lako Eric and the banks of the Ohio 
‘and Mississippi, including the present Ameriean States of Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wiseonsin, and part of Minnesota, 
until their relinquishment in 1783, ‘The third link was added in 
1791, when King and Parliament divided the immense area of 
[Quebec into two separate provinees—Upper and Lower Canada, 
each with a constitution of its own, Under this original provin: 
cial magna charta, John Graves Simeoe, an English Lieutenant. 
[Colonel who had performed distinguished services in the revolu: 
tion, was appointed the first Lieutenant-Governor. 


He it was 
there 


re who set in motion the machinery of local self-govern 
ment which has run, with moro or less of friction, for n century 
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Leaving London near the end of 1791, the newly-appointed 
representative of the Crown landed in Quebee, and in the spring 
of 1792 proceeded on his journey to his new scene of labor. Tt 
‘eas a novel procession that thus slowly wended its way west- 
werd. ‘The erstwhile English colonel and his staff occupied a | 
Trail fleet of bark canoes which were steered through the 
Smoother waters of the St Lawrence by trusty Indians and | 
fortaged past the rapids Ata humble hostlery midway on the \ 
Peimey, the distinguished voyageur rested beneath an inviting 
‘sign which bore the sentences: — 


ave AND LET LIVE” 


“PEACE AND PLENTY TO ALL MANKIND” 
With a salvo of artillery from an old French cannon, assisted by 


the demonstrations of loyalty from George TIT's. liegemen, 
their queor old broad-skirted military coats, their low tasselled 
Poole and their looped chapeanx,” the King’s representative re 
vejved the honor and attention befitting so rare and high a digni- 
tary, and responded in speech-making and heslth-drinkings 
UY the flet reached Kingston, where Simeoo organized bis | 
frovernment by the selection of his executive council on the S11 
{fay af July, under the provisions of the Imperial Constita tonal 
‘Acc of 1791, the five members of the first council being Willian 
Ongoode, William Robertson, James Baby, Alexander Grant 
‘and Peter Russell 

‘The event was one of solemnity, 60 the historian states, and 
tho religious ceremony connected with it, was performed in» 
hate weooden ehureh, the caths of fice being impressively ad- 
wenistorod to Tiis Exeelloney and his advisers by the honorable 
Chief Justice Osgoode. 

it the first meeting of the Exeeutive Council the initial ap- 
ointments of Legislative Councillors were made in, Haber | 
Framilton, Richard Cartwright and John Munro, to which were 
Hterward added William Osgoode, James Baby, Alexander Grant 
and Peter Russell, making the full complement of seven. 

‘Having thus accomplished the preliminary work of organizing 
his government, Governor Simeoe left Kingston on July 21sh 
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eprointed “Hh 1792, for his new capital of Newark, (which had a previous 
the spring J sme as Lennox) with the accompanying military support of the 
ie Queen's Rangers, who boasted a revolutionary’ history no less 
way west Ul teresting than his own. 

scoped 


A strange and erude “capital” was that where Simooe estab- 
lished his Government House. ‘True, it had a fort, well manned 
for those days, while its companion fort across the Niagara River 
was then also in possession of the English, but the litle village 
could boast of less than half-achundred pioneer houses with a 
meagre population, but the fact that these inhabitants. were 
mostly United Empire Loyalists was, no doubt, one of the deter. 
te mining factors in the choice of Newark. At this time the popt 
}] lation of Upper Canada was only about ten thousand whites and 
assisted by J as many Indians. F 
gemen, “in }} Simcoe lost litte time in convening his first Parliament, and 
mr-tesselled # through it sowing the seed of responsible government, though he 
tative re- | was the virtual ruler and law-maker. His first appointments 
ighadigni- | were Major Littlehales, aa Military Secretary; Colonel Thomas 
inking. “In Talbot, as Aide-de-camp; Mr. Gray, as Solicitor-General; John 
ponized his J! Small, as Clerk of the Exeentive Council; William Jarvis, as 
on the 8th |} Civil Secretary ; Peter Russell, as Recciver-Ceneral; D.  W. 
nstitutional } Smith, as Surveyor-General, with Thomas Ridout and William 
ng William |\Chewett, as Assistants, Peter Clark was appointed Clerk of the 
nder Grant, | Legisiative Council, and Colonel John Butler, Superintendent of 
tine Indian Department 


rough the 
dians and 
vay on the 
n inviting 


states, and J} At last the seventeonth of September, 1792, arrived, when the 
ormed in a) |sixtoon representatives were summoned to their new and import 
essively ad- \‘ant duties, The chosen membersof the first Parliament of Uppor 
> honorable | Canada were + 


Joux Boon, Jenna Feescu, 
Mu. Bapy, Epunarn Joxes, 
Atexaxpen Campneit, — Wruaraw Macoms, 
Pani Doras, Hoven Macposeu1, 
Pern VaNatsrise,* Bexsamy Rawitso, 


initial ap- 
in. Robert 
which were) 
ander Grant] 
f organizi 





* Pater Vanulatine was elcted in Philip Dorlani’ place, the later wfosag wo 
» July 2184 be mom ia, being» Quaker, ant not taking bie oat fw comeonucene 
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Narnasten Perri, Davin Winusam Sourmn, 
Haznuroy Srexces, Isaac Swazy, 
Youxs, Jouy Warre 





Jou Macponzns,—Speaker 
‘Axous Macnonrrt,—Clerk. Groner Law,—Sergeant-at-Arms, 
Rev, Mr, Appisox,—Chaplain, 





‘The Province was divided into nineteen counties, represented 
by sixteen members as above, the electoral districts being made 
up as follows;—Glengarry 2 representatives; Stormont, 1; Dun~ 
das, 1; Grenville, 1; Leeds and Frontenac, 1; Ontario (Islands 
in Lake Ontario) and Addington, 1; Lenox, Hastings and Nor- 
thumberland,1; Prince Edward (and Adolphustown from Lenox), 
1; Durham, West York and First Riding Lincoln, 1; Bast York, 
1} Lincoln, Second and Third Ridings, 1; Norfolk’ and fourth 
‘Lincoln, 1; Suffolk and Essex, 1; Kent, 2 

“Jolin White was appointed the first Attorney-General, a posi- 
tion he held for eight years when he died from the effeets of a 
wound received in a duel fought with John Small, the Clerk of 





Exeentive Council, over a personal disagreement. 
the salaries of the officials of the first Parliament hanly seem 
too muniffcent, yet they were criticized as being unduly large. 
‘The Clerk of the Hou 5s. Quebeo currency, the 
Serigeant-at-Arms £45, and the Doorkeeper £10. 
‘Not all the newly-eleeted members put in an appearanee, how- 
ver, buta sufficient number were present to open Parliament, 
svhich awas done with all the pomp that could be produced. The 
first Parliament of Canada is supposed by some to bave been 
held under an oak tree whieh is still standing—with but few of 
its sturdy old branches left—at the southern limit of the besuti 
fal property known as the Anchorage, ‘The same tree is also 
con which two American spies were hung, 


the 








received £9 





pointed ont as the on 
during the war of 1812. Others hold to the opinion that the up- 
por room in a Freetason’s hall had this honor, while others claim 
that it met in aeamp tent, and that Simcoe took his seat on a 
camp stool when he delivered his address. Still another writer 
claims that Navy Hall was not only Simeoe's official residence 
tout that it was the original meeting place of the Legislature 
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‘The Legislative Couneil chamber was in a building near the 
barracks of Butler's Rangers on thehill. ‘The ancient eeremonial 
that has distinguished the opening of Britain's Parliament during 
the eenturies was 

capital of the new colony. 

The dignified, athletic, and well-proportioned figure of Gov- 
cemor Simos, set off by the handsome searlet and gold-laced uni 
form of the Queen’s Rangers, formed in itself no unimportant 
part of the official * Comm nt exercises,” although the pomp 
and pageantry of Newark was avast remove from the statel 
funetion of the King’s opening. On this historieal and momen 
‘ous oceasion, the searlet-uniformed Queen’s Rangers marched to 
the stirring drum-beat from Fort Niagara, as a guard of honor 
for “His Excellency the Governor,” to the delight of the few 
hundved United Empire Loyalists who composed the limited 
population, and to the wonderment of the assembled Indians, 

Dake de Liancourt has left us a graphie picture of an opening 
comomony which he witnessed in Newark. “The whole retinue 
fof the Governor,” says the note-taking duke, “consisted of the 
guard and fifty men of the qurrison of Fort Niagara. Dressed 
in sill, he entered the hall with his hat on his head, attended by 
his adjutant and two secretaries, 
tive couneil gave, by their Speaker, notice of it to the assembly, 
Five members of the latter having appeared at the bar, the 
Governor delivered a speech, modelled after that of the King, on 
the political affairs of Europe, on the treaty eoncladed with 
United States, which he mentioned in expressions very favorable 
to the Union, and on tho peculiar eoncoms of Canada, 

Simeoe’s first address is perhaps worthy of a place. Te read 

“Honorable gentlemen of the Legislative Couneil and gentlemen 
fof the House of Assembly -— 

Thave summoned yon together under the authority of an 
‘Act of Parliament of Great Britain passed in the last year, whieh 
hhas established the British Constitution and all the forms which 
secure and maintain it in this distant country 

“The wisilom and beneficenee of Our Most Gracions Sovereign 
and the British Parliament have been eminently proved, not onl 





produced on a miniature seale im the new 
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in imparting to us the same form of Government, but in secur- ff 
ing the buneft by the many provisions whieh guard this memor~ 
able Aet.so that the blessings of our invaluable constitution, thus 
protected and amplified, we hope will be extended to the remotest 
posterity. The great and momentous trusts and duties which 
have been committed to the representation of this Province in a 
degree infinitely beyond whatever, till this period, have distin 
guished any other colony, have originated from the British 
nation upon a just consideration of the energy and hazard with 
which the inhabitants have s© eonspiciously supported and de: 
fended the British Constitution. Tt is from the same patriotism, 
now called upon to exercise with due deliberation and foresight 
the various offices of the civil administration, that your fellow- 
subjects of the British empire expect the foundation of union of 
and wealth of eommerce and power, which may last 
through all succeeding ages 
“The natural advantages of the Provinee of Upper Canada are 
inferior to none on this side of the Atlantic. ‘There ean be no 
separate intarest throngh its whole extent. ‘The British form of 
government has prepared the way for its speedy colonizatio 
and I trust that your fostering care will improve the favorable 
situation, and that a numeroas and agricultural people will 
speedily take possession of a soil and climate, which, under the 
British laws and the munificenee with which His Majesty has 
‘granted the lands of the Crown, offer such manifest and peculiar 
‘On Monday, 15th October, 1792, after“ pn 
the House was summoned to the Couneil Chamber to listen to 
the following prorogation address from the Governor 
It is with very great satisfaction that 1 have considered the 
‘Acta which you have found it expedient to frame, and to which, 
in consequence of the power delegated to me, T have this day 
given 
Upper Canada. As the division which His Majesty in his wisdom | 
thought proper to make of the late Provinee of Quebee obviated | 
all inconveniences and laid the foundation for the establishment, 
of the English laws within this Province, it was natural to pre- 
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yers and a sermon,” 













yy assent that they shall become laws of the Province of 
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sume that you would seize the first opportunity to impart that 
benefit to your fellow-subjects; and by the Act to establish trial 
by jury, and by that which makes the English laws the rule of 
decision in all matters of controversy relative to property and 
civil rights, you have fully justified public expectation 

His Majesty, in his benevolenee, having directed a seventh 
from such lands as shall be granted to be reserved to the Crown 
for the publie benefit, it will become my duty to take those 
measures which shall appear to be necessary to fulfil his gracious 
intentions, and I make no doubt but that as citizens and magis- 
trates you will give me every assistance in your power to carry 
into eifect fully a system from which the public and posterity 
ust derive such peculiar advantages 

“Fon, gentlemen and gentlemen 

“Teannot dismiss you without earnestly desiring you to pro- 
mote, by precept and e counties, 
the regular habits of piety and morality, the surest foundations 
of all public and private felicity ; and at this juneture I particu 
larly recommend to you to explain th. this Province is singularly 
blessed, not with a mutilated eonstitution, but with « constitu- 
tion which has stood the test of experience and in the very image 
fand transeript of Great Britain, by. which she has long establish- 
fed and secured to her subjects as much freedom and happiness 
‘as it is possible to be enjoyed under the subordination necessary 














ample, among your respect 








to civilized society. 

During this initial Parliament, the small band of fifteen elected. 
legislators and eight councillors (appointed by the Crown for life) 
prefaced their important work by passing what may be termed 
Sur provincial magna charter, An act for making more effectual 
provision for the government of the provinee of Upper Canada 
bn North America,” and to introduee the English law as the rule 
‘of decision on all matters of controversy relative to property and 
civil rights. ‘Thus the law of Britain was made to supersede the 
‘old Canadian lews, which in turn had been founded on the French 
Civil law, An act establishing trial by jury was also one of the 
tight acts passed at this fist session, which was adjourned on the 
15th of October, after sitting for nearly a month. 
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No less important is the record, dated Wednesday, June 26th 
1793, “ House of Assembly : Read, as engrossed, a bill to effet the j 


geadual suppression of slavery, Ordered that the sid bill pass 
and be sent up for concurrence.” And on July 2nd, a minute of 
the Legislative Council reads: “ Read, as amended in the Legisla-| 


five Couneil, a bill to prevent the further introduction of slaves 





into this province. ‘The house concurred in the amendm 

Tn an issue of the Upper Canada Gazette of the same year, an } 
advertisement appears, which gives the best evidence needed for 
the passage of such « law i 





JUNE DOLLARS REN AnD.—tan any fom te wn Wado 
day, the Beh of Tnan-servant, tained Jobs. Who- | 
cera tate ap the aid nee anand rear bm obit ater all -( 

‘le se reward. All persons are forbid harboring the said negro mas | 





ne lat, § 











wt their perl 


In the issue of August 19th, 1795, two other advertisements 
one of ‘The runaway of Sue, a negro weneh 





are to be found 
and the other 





LB for three year of a negro wench named Chloe, 23 yours ol wh 
NN "terstande. washing, cooking, te. Apply to Robert Franklin, 





Even Peter Russell, when administrator of the Provinee, ad: 
vertised for sale “a black woman named Peggy, and her son 
named Jupiter,” the price set upon Peggy being $150, nd Jupiter 
$200. 

Commenting upon this act in his prorogation speech of 1793, 
fernor Simeoe expressed himself in noble though stilted lan- 
The Act for the gradual abolition of slavery in this | 
rho respect meets from mo more cheerful eoneurrence 














colony 
than in that provision which repeals the power heretofore held 
by the executive branch of the constitution, and preelud 

from giving sanction to the importation of slaves, and T cannot | 
Dut anticipate with singular pleasure that such persons as may be | 
in that unhappy condition which sound policy and humanity 

unite to condemn, added to their own personal protection from 
all undue severity, nd, tay’ from henee- 

















by the law of the 










































Se 





ee 








‘The First Parliament of Upper Canada. Ww 


forth look forwanl with certainty to the emancipation of their 
offspring: 

Great Britain passed her anti-slavery bill in 1833 ; the United 
States in 1865; Brazil in 1871. Upper Canada set them all a 
noble example a century ago. 

The dual language, as well as other debatable questions with 
re familiar, had their inception in this first 
$n motion read 





which we of 1893, 





provincial parliament. Tn the session of 
Ordered, That such Acts as have already passed, or may here 
after pass, the Legislature of this provineo be translated into the 
‘French language for the benefit of the inhabitants of the westem 
Aistriet of this provinee, and other French settlers who may 
come to reside within this provinee, and that Angus Macdonell, 
Clerk of this House, be likewise employed asa French 
for this and other purposes of this House 
On the same day that the above was moved in the House an 
1, in whieh 





nslator 





address was presented to Governor Simeoe by the Hot 

the following significant clauses appear 
We have heard with the trnest concern of the great violence 
and almost universal anarchy that have Leen introduced by the 
into that onee 





persons exercising the supreme power in Franc 
flourishing kingdom, violence that even the saered person of ma- 
Jjesty has not escaped; anarchy that threatens to be the total de- 
struction of that kingylom, 

plore their miseries, but. as good citizens and lovers of rule and 








jough our natural enemy, we de- 





onler we detest their prineiples. 
celleney that our utiaost diligence shall be 
Bill as will not only, 


We assure your B 





used to frame and complete such a Miiti 





shows our d 





nn promptness to fulfil your Excelleney’s wishes, but 
four own energy in defending tha tution which 
Great Britain has given us, and which, by enabling us to repel 
that we derive 








all insults, will soeure to us the invaluable blessin, 
from it 

In the session of 1793, both Houses joined in a patriotic ad. 
dress to “ The King's Most Exeellont Majesty,” arising out of the 
French revolution: We beg to lay before you our loyalty and love, 
And if it should be deemed necessary to ald to our tried zeal and 
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affection, we assure your Majesty that no exertion on our part 
shall be wanting to convince our fellow subjects that the fore- 
‘most rank is our station among those who stand forth for the 
protection and defence of their King and country. 

Other important measures were passed during the sessions ot 
these early Parliaments, such as providing for the erection of court | 
houses and other publie buildings, establishing a superior court 
of civil and eriminal jurisdiction, regulating the licensing of public 
houses, and a year of two afterwards, among the Acts passed, was 
‘one “ to make temporary provision for the regulation of trade be: 
tween this provinee and the United States of America, by land or 
inland navigation,” But the introduction of the English Civil 
Law was the foundation which these pioneer legislators well and 
twaly laid. 

We cannot do too much honor to these men who, working: 
under new conditions and with a new system of govern- 
‘ment, that is, new to the infant eolony, provided proper and wise 
legislative means for the development of a great provinee ; nor 
should we forget the sacrifices thelr position entailed, some tra- 
velling for long distances through the virgin forest on horseback, 
with food for man and beast in the eapacious and unwieldy sad- 
dle bags; others skirting the shores of the lake in bark canoes, 
all suerificing much as the selected representatives of the seatter- 
fed and sparse population 
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CHAPTER IL 
‘TMB, PIRST PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS IN| LITTLE YORK. 


1796-1818, 


owas was found to be. uoraile fot 
neornan Jo the hiesenn toate, to orginal British fr! 
HF has on the solid ofthe iver having ben given 
Be tse Calta Siien Tring fhe oot comme ot 170, 
since snompasiol by sveal boas which contained 
pee ee in oil, hia Weseliys Canoe sak 4 Seach 
a ee uous Banger ered anogad ihe head ot Take 
ee a ts tet time ent be weighed andor oppor thool 
Oa A cre ha onlyhaation, De « fev ig 
Fecha uan wo were amporerly camped cn this thelr 
Fe ee em Jedi to ako this, to sl of he proent 
Gee Riese Wnenlal, Bouge whol previo ta 
oo ear st tna dla of te prsentcliy of London, onthe 
ee Tike desea. which at than ces at I Diaebe 
penis othe winter of 17045 tn the mscet epial engaged 
sere Td kr te logy; ving att hah Pa a 
errr Bem, ani had ons blanged to Captain Cook, the 
Ne ciaee aavigaon in Be oping of 1094 haw bh 
see Teena, item planks, sud emlling prepare is She 


‘adjoining woods were strewn along the shore, with ieregular 

heaps of stone and a few bricks for the chimneys, In July 

‘of that year, the Cenada Gazette, the first paper published in 
it) 
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the new Provinee, contained an advertisement which briefly 
read : * Wanted, carpenters for the public buildings to be erected 
at York. Applications to be made to John MeGill, Esq 
York, or to Mr. Allan MeNab, at Navy Hall (Newark)" ‘Thus 
‘were the foundations being laid for the frst lugislative buildings 
to be erected in this Provinee, and which were completed in 









1796. ‘The site of this old-time structure was on a small piece 
of eleared Iand but a stone’s throw from the waters of the 
hay to the south, and the forest to the north and east, while 
not far to the west there stood a grove of fine oak trees— 
remnant of the original forest, and an irregular road led to it 
from Castle Frank, on the banks of the Don, ‘This road now 
forms Parliament-strvet. TI 





ground was covered with finely 
erand the spot hada nobleaspeet. ‘The bu 

‘westward and eomman 

tion, ‘The swamps in the rear were evidently sereen 





ldings faced 





ida full view of 





he harbor in that diree: 
J off; they 
meadows," * yielding wild hay 
natural meadow which may be mowed,” ete 

‘The laying of the foundations and the subsey 
operations were events 








‘spoken of in early plans as 





rent. building 





‘much interest to the handful of sett 
and soldiers who formed th 
sary to advertise again in 1 
for the public buildings at York, to whom good encouragement 
will be given” but at last the buildings were finished, and the 
Palace of the Government,” asit was pompously called, was ready 
for oceupation. Bishop Strachan, in writing to 
eseribes them as bein, 





Jimited population. Te was neces 






0 for “a fow good house earpenters 





Thomas Jefferson 





composed of “two elegant halls, with 
convenient offices for the accommodation of the Legislature and 
the Courts of Justice.” 





ne were two edifices designed as 
ings to a centre, each 40x25 feet, and standing a hundred feet 
art, and in an old water color they appear at. the extreme 
eastern end of the main and only street of the embryo city, hari 
by the wooden blockhouse, with a plot of land adjoining, ealled 
“Government Park.” They were utilized, when Parliatent was 
not sitting, as the court room for the Court of King’s Bench. 
‘The Legislative Couneil met in a separate building to the west 
Dr, Seadding says 








‘As to the character of the early parlia: 
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‘ment buildings here erected, they seem to have consisted of two 
separate edifices or hal 
united by a larger central structure, of which they would form 
‘tho wings ; but this lunger structure was never erected; in the 
meantime a sort of eovered way or eolonnade passed from the one 
to the other. ‘The buildmg, as thus arranged, is marked upon 
old plans, still existing, of these parts, and shown also in an early 
pictorial sketch of this locality 

It is interesting to recall the size and state of Toronto in 1796. 
A few new buildings had been erceted in addition to the twelve 
Tog houses and the barracks that first formed the settlement. 
Vessels approaching the banks threw out a gang plank to the 
muddy shore, To the north, the Governor's soldiers had hewn. 
out a rondyay to Lake Simeoo, a distance of 30 miles Old set~ 
tlers who passed away during the “fifties, were wont to tell thril- 
ling stories of the bears shot on King-street, and the howling of 
the wolves at night in the vieinity of the Parliament Buildings 
‘and the market 

Yet, despite the perils and dangers surrounding the settlers, 

made the best possible use of their limited social advantages 
and no doubt sneceeded in enjoying life measurably well. Pete 
Rassell, writing from Newark in 1796 to John MeGill, at York, 
says: “Tam sorry you suffer so much personally from the eold, 
hope the ladies may be able to enjoy the charming earioling. 

you must have on your bay and up the Yonge-st, road atid to 
the Humber, and up the Don to Castle Frank (Governor Simeoe’s 
residence), where an early dinner must be picturesque and delight- 
ful.” Castle Frank” stood till 1829, when, deserted and uneared. 
for, it was destroyed by fire 

‘The interest attending the completion of the Parliament build 
ings was not to he compared to the excitement connected with 
their formal opening on the oceasion of the meeting of the frst 
Legislature within their wooden walls, Six months before, with 
commendable forethought and prevision, Peter Russell wrote 
from Newark (on Dee. 14th, 1796):—" As the Legislature is to 
meet at York the first of June, it becomes absolutely necessary 
that provision shall be made for their reception without loss of 





ls, intended at some future time to be 
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time, You will therefore be pleased to apprise the inhabitants 
‘of the town that twenty-five gentlemen will want lodgings and 
board during the sessions, which may possibly induce them to fix 
up their houses, and lay in provisions to accommodate them. 
‘Those two detached houses, belonging to the Government House, 
must, at any rate, be got ready,—the one for the Legislative 
‘Council, the other for the Assembly 

“The bars, tables, and other articles belonging to them, I shall 
Airect to be sent over from hence, The house appropriated for 
the Legislative Council can be oceasionally used as a Council 
Chamber. T beg, likewise, that you desire Mr, Graham to ex- 
‘amine the two canvas houses, and report the practicability of 
removing the best of them to the town, to be raised there for 
giving dinners in to the members of the two Houses. Mr. Pilling 
ton tells me that the serews whieh fasten them together will no 
Tonger act, and that larger ones must be provided if ever they 
are again removed. We must, therefore, know the expense before | 
‘the job is undertaken, and calculate whether a temporary building 
with boards, so constructed as not to injure the materials, may 
not be cheaper and more commodious” (a lesson in Gover 
economy, truly.) “If this should be the ease, the eanvas houses 
may stand, and, with Major Smith’s permission, I will consign 
‘that quarter to the accommodation of the Chief Justice.” 

Another side light is thrown on the habits and customs of that 
early day, by the following order of Gov 





















mament 








“Yonx, 25th June, 1796, 

“To Jobn McGill, Esq. Sin—You are hereby required and 
“divected to purchase from time to time such quantities of rum 
“as may be requisite to give the men employed at work in the 
“water on the wharf and eanal at York; and for the so daing, 
“ this shall be your order and authori 











3.0, Sincon” 


‘Though Governor Simcoe selected the site, prepared the plans, 
and directed the construction of the legislative buildings, he 
hhad been called to another sphere of action by the time they 
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‘were ready for use, he having been transferred to the Governor- 
ship of St, Domingo. 

Bofore passing to another stage in our legislative history, it 
is but fitting to add another humble tribute to Upper Canada's 
first Governor, who was the founder of much that has endured 
in the country he served so faithfully for six years, and it 
isto be hoped that a momorial worthy of the man will some day 
‘and soon be erected to his honor in ‘Toronto “such a monument 
‘and statue” (as the York Pioneers have memorialized), “as 
‘would keep in memory forever the first establishment of Parlia- 
‘mentary and Constitutional Government amongst us—the statue 
being that of the farsighted statesman and soldier who was the 
instrument whereby so many benefits were conferred on the 
Province of Upper Canada, that is to say, on our existing Prov- 
ince of Ontario,” 

The inseription upon Simeoe's monument in Exeter Cathedral 
best deseribes the man and his work 


Sacuxp 10 11x Mewony 
JOHN GRAVES SIMCOE, 





Lieutenant-General in the Army, and Colonel of the Twenty-second 
Regiment of Foot, who died on the 25th day of October, 1806, aged 
Bfty-four years, in whose life and character the virtues of the hero, the 





patriot, and the Christian, were so eminently conspicuous that i may 
be justly said, he served his King and his country with « zeal excelled 
‘only by his ety toward God, 


‘The successor of Simeoe was the Honorable Peter Russell, who 
hhad come out from England to act, first as his Secretary or Aide, 
and afterward as his Inspeetor-General. It was he who eon- 
Vened the first Parliament held in York, which met in June of 
1797, Te sat for eight weeks, and it is to be hoped that the 
“twenty-five gentlemen” legislators were provided with “ board 
and lodging” to their satisfaction, and in keeping with their im- 
portanes and dignity 

Hisaddresses to the Houses contain some interesting paragraphs. 
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Rumors of invasion were evidently ripe, for in 1799 he says to 
the members of the Assembly 

Tam happy to inform you that the intelligence eomnunieated 
to.mo in the beginning of the winter respecting a combined attack 
of this Provinee, said to be in preparation from the side of the 
Mississippi, tarns out to have had littl or no foundation. Tt has 
homer y pleasing effect of evincing our internal 
strength to repel any- hostile attempt from that quarter; for I 
cannot suficiently applaud the very animated exertions of the 
Lieutenants of counties, and the loyal spirit and zeal exhibited 
by the militia of the soveral distriets on this oocasion, whereby 
toro thousand volunteers from the respective corps thereof were 
immediately put into a state of readiness to march with thei 
army at a moment to wl 
sam persuaded that the rest would have soon followed with equal 
alacrty if their services had boon wante” 

Like his predecessor, he also mado his Addresses the medium 
for a little sermonizing, his speech of 1798 concluding us fol 
lows: “T mst not omit to eall upon you for your most zealous 
exertions in suppressing viee, immorality and profaneness among 
the people, that by the general practice of true piety and virtue 
this Province mny merit the Divine protection and favor, without 
‘which no nation or individeal, though ever so mighty, ean expect 
to prosper: 

An interesting evidence of the loyalty existing at this time i 
afforted by a resolution to the King offering His Majesty. the 
surplus of the Provineial revenue (which, by the way, had the 
honor of being the frst surplus inthe histo 
“for the purposes of the present just and necessary war (with 
Frans) and towards the support of his Government. 

Daring the same year the records of the Assembly mentioned 
« petition from * Darius Dunham and 119 others, members of a 
Methotist society, praying that Pasliament provision the same 
toleration be extended to them as to other sects in this Pro 
vince, so as to give validity to theirmarviages,” but the time was 
not ripe for such an extension of liberty, toe motion being 
negatived by a vote of eight to two; although the tenor of the 
petition was granted a fow sessions afterwards, 








; had the ve 











~ ever they might be onlered, and I 





of the Provinee,) 
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The non-attendance of members to their legislative duties be- 
came a serious question at this time, and adjouroments for lack 
of a quorum were not infroquent. ‘The House had to deal with 
the matter, and, during the session of 1798, the absentovs were 80 
numerous that, after exeusing some on account of illness, three 
wore left who received the formal eensste of the House Timothy 
‘Thompson, Thomas Smith and ‘Thomas MeKee—"who, in not 
having attended their duty in Parliament, are highly repreheusi- 
ble," and notice was given then that if they did not attend 
their duty more religiously in future a fine would be imposed! on 
them 
‘penses of the members while attend 
‘The public accounts of that year mention £50 as the sum to 

reimburse twelve members their travelling expenses, 

Another address by Russell duriny 
erence to Great Britain that is interesting in view of the Home 
Rule question 

Itis with the sincerest pleasre that Eunmounee to you an 
‘event of the utmost importanee which has lately taken place in 
Europe. I mean the union of Great Britain and Ireland. ‘The 
British nations are now entirely eonso 
wanting to make them all that they are capable of heing is 
attained. Everything that was partial, everything that was 
local, everything thut could reeall the recollection that. those 
whom nature intended to be one were distinet, is done away, and 
the most intimate union is established on the justost and. most 


The same House passed a bill providing “for the ex- 








this session contained a ref- 











ted, and all that seetned 


liberal principles. 

Russell acted as President of the Legislative Couneil and Ad- 
ministrator during three sessions of this second Partiament, and 
until the arrival, in the lattor yoar, of Pater Hunter, who in turn 
directed the Administration until 1805, In his absence Chief 
Justice Elmsley was one of @ committee who performed the 
duties of the office. During these few years York steadily grew. 
Governor Hunter was followed by’ the Hon, Alexander Grant as 
President, till Francis Gore arrived from England as the newly- 
appointed representative. Like Simooe, as well as most of his 
siccessors, Gore was essentially a soldi 











governor, but he dred 
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from Simeoe in possessing an unbending nature and a tenacity of 
purpose with which he tried to plant old-world ideas in uew 
world soil 

Having obtained leave of absence, Gore sailed for F 
181, leaving the Government in the hands of Sir Ise Brock 
as President and Administrator, Not returning to Canada an: 
til the elowe of 1S15, Gore was absent during the American inva. 





island in 





month of 





sion, Brock hus! called Parliament together int 
February, 1812, when in his opening address he referred to the 
possible difficulties with the United States, During this same 
session he issued, through the medium of the House of Assembly 
a strongly-wordei! address to. the people of Canala in these 
terms: "Already have we the joy to remark that the spirit of 
loyalty has burst forth in all its ancient splendor * * They 
(the Americans) will tell you that they have come to give you 
Freedom——ves, the hase slaves of the auost contemptible faction 
that ever direeted the affairs of any nation—the minions of the 
very syeophants who lick the dust trom the feet of Bouaparte, 
will tell you that they are come to comimunieate the blessings. of 
liberty to this provinee, but you have only to look at_your situ 
tion to put such hypocrites ‘to confusion.” The entire popula. 
tion of the provinee at this time was only 77,000. ‘The work of 
marshalling his small forees, therefore, as the military eomman- 
der, against a much greater foree, coupled with the duties de 
volving upon him as the eivil administrator of the provinee, must 

Brock's executive skill and ability, both of 
whieh, however, stood the test. 

















hhave severely taxey 


The legislation during Brock’s session ineluded provision for 
the establishinent of a general post throughout the Provinee, an 
fact to restrain sheriffs from packing juries, and another to pre- 
vent desertion Ly granting a bounty for apprehending deserters 
while the first petitions were presented praying for the privilege 
of voting by ballot. 30 
Broek’s eater reached an untimely end by his death <7. 
13th of October, 1812, his successor beingg General Sheatfe, 
‘April, 1813, the first dirvet effects of the war were felt in t 
th day of that month, a force of 1,6 








new capital, On the 
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Americans, under General Dearborn, reached the shores of the 
little town, having erossed the lake from Suckett’s Harbor. The 
American foree burned all the public buildings, including: the 
parliament buildings erected in 1796, and whieh, therefore, had 
8 life of swearly sevente 
Americans entered the Legislative Chamber, before applying the 
toreh to it, they found a human sealp suspenteil dinvetly over th 
Speaker's chair. It was regarded as. choice trophy and was pre 
sented to General Dearborn, who passed it on to the Soeretary at 
Washington. ‘The startling prize, however, ultimately turned 
out to be but a periwig or official peruke left behind hy its 
owner, who it is presumed, as well as hoped, Inul one to take ite 
place. ‘The loss of the legislative buildings was «mall compared 
to the loss of the library, aml all the state papers and records, 
which were destroyed. “The Americans only. remained in occu. 
pation for four days, the troops re-cmbarking in their flotilla. of 
Fourteen vessels for their return voyage to Fort George. 

An aged resident of Ottawa, Mrs, Seymour, is uble to eall w 
memory the burning of the parliament buildings, and all the 
stirring events connected with the capture of the little settle- 





n years. It ix suid that when the 




















ment 
ixteen annual sessions were held in these pioneer buildings 
before their destruction. ‘The comparutive harmony aud absence 
of partisan spirit that characterize the first Newark par 
liament, unfortunately ended with that parliament, for party 
strife and its conseynent biekerings then began to make ite 
appearance. An interesting light is thrown on the legislative 
life of the period mentioued by the Hon. Richa Cartwright, 
who for twenty-three years was a member of the Legislative 
Couneil, he being, as will be remembered, one of the original 
appointees in 1792. During the session of 1801 the election of a 
Speaker gave rise to considerable intrigue as between two rival 
Sears and the session beyan “with a considerable degree of 








rarmth,” as a chronicler eautiously puts it, A disputed election 
Also gave vise to much acrimonious discussion. Justice Aleock, 
Sie sitting member, whose election was voided because of the 
Shnwarrantable steps taken to secare his eleetion, was re 







































































28 Ontario's Parliament Buildings. 


quested to withdraw from the Honse duting the discussion of his 
case, but he replieil he would not de so “unless they threw him 
fat neck and heels,” and, as this extreme was not resorted to, he 
kept his seat during the debate. ‘The fact, too, that a judge of 
the Court of King’s Bench could be a candidate for a seat in « 
popular assembly, illustrates the radical change in methods and 
precedents that have sinee been brought about 

Mr. Cartwright also gives an interesting picture of the sessions 
of the frat parliament in his published letters, in whieh he 
gives a résumé of the legislation effected. He mentions the com: 
paratively unknown fact that “ the river ‘Trancke (the old. name 
Df the river Thames) is still talked of as the seat of gover 
ment,” only to strongly oppose it, however. his favorite site being 
fat Kingston, between which place and the boundary line of the 
two provinees lay the greatest mass of the popalation. Writing 
‘luring the session of 1793 (held in Newark) he tells his corres 

dlisgasted! with politi 





pondent, “For my part I begin t 
for the reason amongst others that 1 
ally together to form regulations solely for the public good, he 
found the government disposed to “ealenlate their measures as 
inuch with a view to patronage and private endowment as th 
prosperity of the colony.” He added: “ Such a policy, if persisted 
qh and pushed very far, will unquestionably be sowing the seeds 
fof evil discord, and perhaps Taying the foundation of future 

revolutions 
Coniictsbetwoen the Legislative Couneil and the Assembly dur- 
ing the sessions in York were quite as common as the dissensions 
jn the Iatter, so much s0.s to occasion “ the different branches of 
the legislature to separate in very ill humor.” One great subject 
fof disagreement was the refusal of the couneil to allow the 
allowanee, or “ wages” as 


instead of sittinge down cordi- 














fassembiymen to be paid their per die 
they were termed, of 10s, from the provincial fund instead of by 
fs direct assessment on their constituents. Tt was argued that if 
payment were made from the provincial coffers, the legislators 
would be tempted to unduly prolong their parfiamentary labors, 
"Again in 1807 the House of Assembly experienced stormy 
times Mr. Thorpe was evidently the disturbing element in this 
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session by his allusions to revolution, which were regarded 
highly trensonable, and in various * faetious measures couched 
in insidious and inflammatory language.” Thorpe was another 
cease of one of His Majesty’s judges ocenpying a dual rile on the 
indiciary and in parliament 

During the session of 1805, Joseph Wileoeks, a printer, was im 
prisoned by ¢ 
Lientenant-Governor and Assembly, only to be eleeted in 1809 to 
the House, without opposition. "Te is much to be regretted that 











‘oer of the House for “an impudent libel " on the 


every demagogue has a probable ehanee of obtaining: seat in 





this House,” is the despairing complaint of a disgusted legislator 
of that day 

The session of INOS witnessed « peculiar seene, when three 

smbers abruptly left for their distant 

rmination to put a stop to the business of the 


or four of the 





homes with a det 





session, rather than submit to the intention of the majority: to 
carry a bill regarding the establishwent of schools, The 
Lieutenant-Governor, as a punishment, took from them some 
government appointments they held, but despite this evi- 
dence of viee-regal displeasure, every one of the offending mem: 
bers was retumed at the next eleetion, Amidst all these per 
plexities,” however, much nseful legislation was passed from year 
to year, ‘The legislative eouneil was reorganized at this time by 





its reduction from nine to five members, and vacancies were 
filled s0 as to give proper weight and influence as w eounterpoise 
to the “rashness” of the lower house. For Sir Brmeis Gore 
who was now Lieutenant-Covernor, these we 
He complaines of being ti 
General (Mr Firth), “a man who,” he said “has the most ub 
governable temper that ever man was cursed with, Int is withal 
self-sufficient, mereenary and rapacious. 

Before leaving these original Parliament Buildings in York, it 
is perhaps well to record here the fact of the duel 
to that toole place at the rear 
Small, Clerk of the Exeentive Connell, 
John White, ‘The latter was shot in the hip and soon died; the 
Dut was acquitted. ‘This trayie 
1500. 





dlisappointed in his Attorney 

















the buildings, betwee 





id Attorney 


former was indveted for inure, 





tf oceurved on Jannasy 3 










































































CHAPTER UL 
THE SECOND PARLIAMENT BOILDINGS AND TRAPONARY QUARTERS. 


1s13-1882, 


FAB itary aod cielo of Uw Province. ar 
OE sion tag Ysa hoa coun? wal sled, 
IE Soriants York Hotel, which stood on Kingeatreet, near 
Wolgatch. ie yan c Secohan lnos oi ealeeaoan 
maaaog pata 

Sty powun ee 





ns to have manifested an 








the righteons eanse of ous defence ryainst 


were exulting in the assurances of their commander that the 





conquest of the Canadas was achieved, were arrested in their 
progress to invade onr sister provinee, and their collective Force 
fligeomsfited by a handful of British troops, who drove th 





dismay to sock refuge on their own shores, With no less gal 
‘at 


lantry in another quarter a small band of British soldie 
ied by storm the Fortress of Niagara, the stro 
st and most formidable position they held on our frontier. In 
‘advancing to this enterprise the troops beheld with indignation 
the smoking mins of the town of Ni 
30 





tacked and a 





ara, whieh an atrocious 
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poliey hud devoted to the flames, Resentful of the misery 
Drought pon the innocent but too eredulons inhabitants, who 
hhad remained until the last moment under a promise of protec 
tion to their persons and property, tho anny inflieted a severe 
retaliation in the entire destruetion of the whole frontier, from 
Lake Erie to Lake Ontario, after defeating a very superior force 
of the enemy. ‘Thus the valor of our soldiers and citizens has 
proved what ean be effected in 
thing in view but their own honor and the country’s welfare 
‘No less congratlatory wet is remarks on the conquest of 
Britain's red-coats in other lands. His Majesty's arms, united 
with those of Spain and Portugal, under the command of Field 
Marshal the Marquis of Wellington, have reseued the Peninsula 
from its invaders, whilst the north 
overwhelmed and destroyed Napoleon's immense armies and eom- 
pellgl him to retire into the bosom of France 

‘One of the afterelaps of the war is rocords 
the session of ISL4, when the names of seventeen members were 
called as being present, while seven were absent, as follows 

MeDonell, Ales, prisoner with the enemy; Wilson, dno, sick 
Marcle, Abraham, and Willeocks, Jos, deserted to the enemy 
Cleneh, Ralph: MeGregor,Jno.: MeCormack, Wan, prisoners with 
the enemy. 

The House thereupon resolved tha 
been offered to this House of the traitorous and disloyal deser- 
tion of Joseph Willeoeks, one of its members, to the enemy, and 
of his actually having borne arms against His Majesty’s Govern: 
ment, that this House, entertaining the utmost abhorrence of his 
infamous eonduet, which hus rendered him ineapable of sitting or 
voting in this House, do declare his seat vacant, and that he shall 
no longer be considered a member the 
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‘Abraham Marcle was also treated to a similar resolntio 





and 





Sir Gorton expressed his opinion that * it has been more a sub- 
ject of regret than surprise to have found two members of the 
‘Logislative body in the ranks of the enemy. A due regard to 
the interest of the loyal sabjeet requires that means should be 
adopted to punish such traitors as adhere to the enemy, by: the 
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confiscation of their estates, all such forfeitures to be applied to 
the relief of sufferers by the war within the Provinee 

‘Still another point touched upon by the Ring's representative, 
was the suggestion to “ give justice to those who have gallantly 
hhazarded their lives in defenee of the Provinee, by taxing those 
who, from veligious seruples, abstain from war, at a higher rate 
than heretofore,” the Quakers being here referred to. 

After the ovcapaney for one session of the ball-rom of Jur 
dan’s Hotel, several sueceeding sessions were held in a residence, 
occupied in after years by Chief Justice Draper, known as The 
Lawn, and which stood at the north-west comer of Wellington 
and York-streets. It was hidilen from the publie view hy a fence 
and a row of old trees, including a I 

Tn September, 1815, Gore returned from England and again 
assumed the reins of government, Jordan's name being among 
those affixed to an “address of weleome,” Notwithstanding this 
assurance of good-will, considerable ill-feeling seems to have ex- 
isted against the Downing-street representative on the part of his 
parliament ; indeed, during one of the sessions he took umbrage 


weeping willow 











at some of the projected measures of the House, and declares he 
“would dismiss the raseals,” a threat which he earried out to the 
letter, by going down to the Honse in his ordinary undvess garb, 
and sending them home with « few words, as strong as they were 
‘uneourtly, ringing in their ears 

That he had not a few friends as well as some popularity among 
the members is evidenced hy the passage of the famous Spoon 





Bill in the session of 1815, the act voting £3,000 sterling for a 
serviee of plate for their returned Governor, “in perpetual remet: 
Drance of the people's gratitude,” This lange sum stands out in 
striking contrast to a vote of but £800, during the same session, for 
the establishment of « parliamentary library to replace the one 
ture in 1813, 

‘The session of 1816 was signalized by the passage of several 
useful measures 
public school system. ‘The Governor eongratnlated the Upper 
House on “its provision for the dissemination of letters in this 


the most important being the extension of the 








Infant Colony, whieh must seem to you the gratitude and 
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eration of the rising and future generations, while the wisdom 
fof your determination to Ieave the regulation of Commercial 
Duiies and Drawbacks to His Majesty's Executive Government 
of this Provinee, until the Imperial Parliament decides upon 
them, eannot be called in question. 

‘The session of 1817 was the last. over which Si Francis Gore 
had jurisdiction. Among the first of the motions to he pussed 
was one which throws a side light on the relations between the 
House and the Governor, when they demanded from the latter 

the rights and privileges of this House as amply as they are 
enjayed by the House of Commons in Great Britain.” In his 
last address to his Parliament, Gore claims that the United King. 
dom has attained the summit of national prosperity, “ite last act 
being to compel the abolition of Christian Slavery in the pirati 
cal States of Barbary, to whose tyranny the chief nations of 
Burope had submitted for ages, 

‘The Hon, Samuel Smith acted as Administrator and delivered 
the inaugural speech of the session of 1818, wherein he suggests 
‘an appropriation to assist emigrants to leave the United Kingdom 
and settle in the new Provinee, He also refers to the fact that 
su sn set apart during a previous session toward the 
‘erection of legislative buildings (to replace those destroyed five 
years’ previously), but that it had been appropriated for the de- 
Fenee of the Provinee, and advises “the knights, citizens and 
burgesses” who formed the assembly to replace that sum, and to 
increase it for the same object, to all of which his dutiful subjects 
snccoded. 

‘The closing address of the Administrator reveals incrowsing 
signs of friction between the Upper and Lower Honses, When 
hie ealled them together he said it was in fall expectation that 
they would assiduously labor to bring up any arrears of publie 
business, and he regretted the more to have experienced disap- 
Pointment, and “finding no probability of any concert between 
the two Houses,” he eonelndes: “I come reluetantly to close the 
session with its business unfinished. 1 do most earnestly entreat 
you to weigh well, during the recess, the important effects of 
‘uch a disunion, and that you may meet resolved to coneiliate 
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and be useful” ‘The Journals of ISLS contain a series of res 
jutions that passed between the two Houses as to their respec 
tive fonetions and assunuption of powers and privileges whieh 
makes interesting reading even thougl the anomaly has long, 
since been discarded. In replying to the Legislative Couneil, the 
Assembly asserted that the resolutioas of the former “ excite 
‘emotions of the highest intenwst, being in their essenee pregnant 
with principles subiversive of the exercise of the funetions of the 
Representative Body of the People, nor would the House yield 
to the impression that it wonkl ever be induced hy weak example 
to comproinise its undoubted and invaluable rights ;”" and as a 
further reply to the Upper Chamber, the incensed parliament: 
arians ordered reprinted in the Journals the opening and losing 
address of Sinscoe, at the ftst session of 1799, when he outlined 
the duties und privileges of the popular House. Harmony seems 
to have been restored by the next session, when the resolutions 
anil cotter resolutions above mentioned were ordered! to be ex 
punged from the Journals, and thus the hatehet was buried. 
Perhaps this magnanimous action was the result of the Lieuten: 
‘ant-Governot's appeal to the members of both Houses,“ to recol- 
eet the celebrity of their proceedings. ‘These cousiderations, 

lightened manners, and the beneficial influences of religion 
will no doubt regulate the intercourse between your august as 
semblies,” was the plicatory tone whieh he used. 

A seconil session was convened on October 12th, ISIS, when 
Sir Peregrine Maitland made his first _appearanee as the King’s 
deputy, the cause assigned for the extra sion being the total 
want of funds to meet the exigencies of the State. He sur~ 
tmisel, however, that, in the eourse of their investigations into 
the wants of the Provinee, the members ~ would feel a just in 
ignation at the attempts which have been made to excite dis 
‘content and to organize sedition. Should it appear to them,” he 
ailded, “that a Couvention of Delegates eannot exist without 
danger to the constitution, in framing a law of prevention, your 


dispassionate wisdom will be careful that it shall not unwarily 
trespass on that saered right of the subject by such a redress of 
his grievances hy petition 











The Secowd Parliament Buildings 5 
In the address in response the House stated that it was to be 
remetnbered that this favored land was assigned to their fathers 
asa retreat for suffering loyalty, and not a sanctuary for sedi 
tion, and deeply lamented that the insidious designs of one fac 
tions individual should have succeeded in drawing into the sup. 





jort of his vile machinations so many’ honest men and loyal sub- 
jects of His Majesty. Robert Gonrlay was the offender referred 
to, who was banished in 1819, after a long imprisonment, “An 
Act to prevent certain meetings within this Province,” or * the 
gearing bill” as it was nick-named, was one of the stops taken 
bby the assembly to provent free discussion 

‘Sir Peregrine Maitland, the presiding genius of provineial af 





fairs sent out from England, in succession to Governor Gore 
cecupied the position for the comparatively long period of ten 
years, Like his predecessor, he hud little sympathy with the 
as a consequence, never enjoyed a pope: 
larity such as Governor Simeoe won, He is deser 
type of an English aristocrat, his tall, soldier-like figure giving 
him a dignity in. keeping with his position, 
By the establishment of his miniature court at Government 
House, the cleavage began hetween the rulers and the ruled, 
which resulted in the establishment of what afterward became 
‘The Fa 
portant part in the history of the Provines. ‘The Governor and 
his eabinet controlle 
Executive Councils, and this fact also served to lay the foundation 
for the conflict whieh ended in the uprising twenty years after 
‘The formal opening of Parliament under Sir Perogrine’s régime 
was an imposing affair when, amid the thunders of eannon and 
th 
with itnmaculate periwig, a glittering sword and a gorgeous uni 
ng than the scarlet uniformed offers 
srison who composed the guard of honor, ‘To-day the 
pageantry of state is sadly democrat, the cannon is silenced, the 
periwig has disappeared, and only a seant diaplay of gold lace and 
Jbrass buttons takes the place of the gorgeous spectacle of 1820, 
Tt was during the session of 1818 that work was begun on the 


Canadian people, an 





rl as a true 








mnily Compact,” whieh was destined to play suel an im- 





the appointments to the Legislative and 





cheers of the crowd of colonists, the Lieutenant-Governor 
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new House of Parliament, which was completed in 1820. Two 
anil Grant Powell, who reported to the House in 1819, as follows 
‘The undersigned leg leave to aubmit to the Honorable House 
into effect 





igers of public buildings” were appointed, Peter Robinson 








cof Assembly their proceedings as managers to ea 
the wishes of tle two Houses, relative to the ervetion of suitable 
buildings for their accommodation. ‘The accompanying letter of 
Mr. Secretary Hillier will show the authority under which they 
have engaged in the undertaking, and they have to state that, 
in compliance with the request therein conveyed, they proceeded 
without delay to close with the lowest proposals for such a buikd- 
ing, together with the oll brick build red, whieh would. 
in their opinion, afford all the accommodation at present actually 
required for the convenience of the Legislature, at the sane time 








ke ping in view the probability of mi 





1 extensive provision for 





at some future day. ‘The eontract 





that purpose being necessary 
was closed with Mz, Jonathan Cassels, who immediately pro- 
ceeded to lay in material, and has already made some progress 
in the repains of the old. buildings, The contract, with plan in 
detail of the building, is herewith submitted, in which it will be 
seen that no prejudice will acerue to the contracting parties by 
‘plan therein agreed on.” To which report, 











any deviation of 
the House assented. 
The structure was as plain as its processor, but the growth 





aml prosperity of the capital was shown in its being built of 
brick instead of wood. It ooeupied the site of the old gaol 
which, until a few years ago, was a landmark near the comer 
of King and Berkeley-strects, In Talbot's “ Five Years in Can: 
fada” he deserites the new structure as “a long und commo- 
‘dious building, built with briek and with muh simplicity.” As 
early as 1504, and before the destruetion of the original build 
ings, a surgeon of the 49th regiment, named Walsh, designed @ 
plan for a new House of Assembly, to be of wood and briek and 
to cost £1,000 a story, but it was never earsied ont 

“The public buildings that were destroyed,” says Dr. Seadding 
were replaced, about the year 1818, by others more extensive, 
and of amore impasing character, but situated on the sume spot 
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and hore the Parliament continued to hold its sessions down to 
the year 1824, when the 
time not by the hand of an invading foe, hut by a fire originating, 





were again totally destroyed, but this 





in an over-heated flue, ‘These buildings T myself well remember, 
having more than once witnessed the pageantry attendant on the 
‘opening of the House by the Lieatonant-Governor of the day, Sir 
Peregrine Maitland, pageantry humble enough, no doubt, but 
then appearing very magnificent 

Tt-was on the nightof the 30th December, 1824, that the Parlia- 
ment Buildings were again destroyed by five, this time accidentally 
fas Dr. Seaddding has said, a defect in the flues being the cause! 
‘The loss was estimated at £2,000, The furniture and library were 
fortunately saved, but some of the House journals were lost, 

Tn January of the following year, Parliament met in the old 
General Hospital, whieh stood between King-street and Hospital 
street (now Richmond-strest) just west of the old Upper Canada 
College. ‘The Hospital had the honor of being the most important 








building in the P 





wince at that time, “Te was two stories in 
hoight, of red brick, 107 feet long by 06 feet wide, with a fattish. 
hipped roof, a conveniently designed interior, and recessed gal- 
Jeries on the north and south sides Tt stood with its four sides 
facing precisely the four cardinal points of the compas” It 
hhas, itis needless to say, long since disappeared, 

6, 1827 and 126, 
werw held in the Hospital, a vote of £100 being made annually 
for its use, which the Home District was called upon to pay 
The urgent need of the Hospital for its original parpose caused 

art House, which occupied, with the 
‘quol, the block horlered by King, Chureb, Court and Toronto-sts 
being selected as the temporary home of the Legislature during, 
the sessions of 1829, 1880, and 1831-2, when the new buildings on 
Front-astreet were ready for oceupaney. In the journals of 1831 
appears an item of £108 17s 1d. for expenses incurred in using, 











‘The three succeeding sessions, viz, of 1825+ 





another ehangy, the old C 








the Court House for the sceommodation of the Legislature for 
the two previous sessions 

‘The four sessions held inn the second Parliament Buildings were 
turbulent in spivit, though important in results, As Dy. Seadding 
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says: “Here it was the first skirmishes took place in the great 
‘var of principles which afterwards with sach determination and 
ffect was fought out in Canada, Here it was that first loomed 
‘ap before the minds of our early law-makers the ecclesiastical 
Titestion, the edueational question, the constitutional question 
Hore it, was that first was heard the open discussion, ehildlike, 
indeed, and vague, but pregnant with very weighty consequences 
OF topics, social and national, which, at the time, even in the 
parent state itself, were mastered but hy few.” The ehief enuse 





ee bitterness and animosity was the heated election trials, 
the House forming itself into a Contested Eleetion Court 
arly in the session of 1821, a petition wax prevented to the 
House in connection with the clection of Barnabas Bidwell ax 
Member for Lennox ant Addington, in which the petitioners held 
that * his character was such as to render him utterly unworthy 
fof the high honor of sitting in_ your august House,” hased on an 
flleyed misapplication of publie funds when he was a resident of 
Massachusetts ton years before, ‘The Honse thereupon constituted 
fteetf an election court, as has been said, with the result that 
Bidwell was allowed to retain his seat: indeed, his eloquent 
nn case no doubt had much to do with the 











avocaey’ of his 
‘lecision of the meinbers, But those apposed to him finally tr 
‘umphed in the passage of a Bill“ to render ineligible to a seat in 
the Commons House of Assembly of this Provinee, certain deserip- 
tions of persons therein mentioned,” which accomplished the 
expulsion of the elected Member, who, however, had the satisfae- 
ton of seeing his son, Marshall Spring Bidwell, elected in his 
steak, ‘The latter, however, had an even more stormy experience 
‘rhen, on a nev election Leing held, the returning officer refused 
to accept any votes for him, om the ground that he was an alien 
‘Another protest and election followed, and young Bidwell was 
‘lected for the third time (an experience not unlike that William 
Lyon Mackenzie went through years after), continuing to sit in 
Parliament for eleven successive’ years. 

‘The detates of the quartette of sessions from 1820-4 were also 
but samples and forerunners of the acrimonious diseussions that 
have been heard in the old Front-street buildings. Attorney 
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General Robinson is deseribed as exhibiting “a perfect whirlwind 
of rage and fiery indignation ” in dealinge with the ease of Barna: 
tas Bidwell, an example whieh others, no doubt, followed on both 
sides of the House. Changes in publie opinion were, however 
‘ax rapid as they were radical. The “ Gagging Bill,” of 1819, as 
the Act to prevent certain meetings within the Provinee,” was 
called, was repealed int 1820, and the Act of 1821, alrwady referred 
10, aimed at the senior Bidwell, was practically repealed in 1824 
Between 1824 and 1832 a number of men appeared in the 
House, chiefly after the election of 1824, who have received the 
title of “Fathers of Reform” from their Liberal suecessors— 
John Rolph, Captain John Matthews, Peter Perxy, John Willson, 
William Lyon Mackenzie, Robert Baldwin, and many others, whe 
ws \y 1m oratorieal battle with their antagonists on the 
Conservative benches, in the slays when the House met in the old 
Hospital and Court House. With the first definite formation of 
a Reform party, came more exciting diseussions ant contests, eaeh 
a keen struggle for the Lest exhibition of party power. The 
lection of Speaker usually tested their strength. On one ocea- 
sion, in 1824, John Willson, the member for Wentworth, was 
chosen Speaker by a Reform majority of two—a sign to them 
that the power of the Family. Compact had begun 
tense bocame the feeling that a mob destroyell the offiee of Wil 
The tension was further in: 

ereased by the reply of the Legislature to one of Governor Mat 
land’s addresses, wherein he was censured for receiving and re 























liam Lyon Mackenzie's pap 





plying to addresses reflecting on the Legislative Assembly. To. 
this he promptly retorted that while they (the Legislature) were 
treating him with seant courtesy, he was fully justified in the 
part he was taking. 

A carious evidence of the antagonistic feeling toward the 
Americans was evinced during the session of 1826. A perform: 
‘nee was given in the litle theatre of York, which was attended 
bby most of the members, who probably welcomed a change from 
the dry routine of their legislative duties. ‘The orchestra played 
several lively British tunes, when someone called for Yankee 
Doodle and 














[ail Columbia, as a compliment to a few Amerie 
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visitors who were present. ‘The response was complied with 
and all went well, but when the House met on the following Mon: 
diay, before the doors werw open to the publi, one of the mem- 
ters arose, ard with due solemnity charged a fellow member 
Capt, Matthews, with requesting the Vankee Doodle song. Such a 
lisloyal act called for instant investigation. A Committee of 
Privilege was at once appointed, which met for three consecutive 
nights, when seores were summoned as witnesses, the result being 
the acquittal of the suspected member. ‘This, however, was not 
the end of the matter. Nows of the affair reached the ears of 
the « Master-Genoral of Ordnance” at Quehee, who summoned the 
poorlegislator tothe far distant-city,to explain his* utterlydisloyal 
fand disgraceful conduct” for having “in a riotous and outrageous 
manner called for the national airs and tunes of the United 
States” ‘The latter, being a retired eaptain, was amenable to 
military authority. Matthews urged the time-honored member's 
privilege of uon-arrest, but the Lieutenant-Governor pooh-poohed 
the defenes, and ordered the offender to obey the mandate from 
his superior officer, ‘There was nothing left but to obey. Having 
reached the ancient city, he laid the evidence of acquittal before 
‘the military tribunal and secured a second release, but his 
‘enemies succeeded in having his pension stopped, which eaused 
him great pecuniary distress. One anay safely conclude, however, 
that he had strong grounds for pronouncing anathema upon 
Yankve Doodle for the rest of his life 

Among the Acts passed during the session of 1826, was one 
entitled “ The Whipping and Pillory Abolition Bill,” thus putting 
‘an end to the few public exhibitions of that kind which disgraced 
the justice of the early days of York 

‘A radical change of ideas regarding parliamentary decorum has 
taken place singe 1828. In the session of that year a Mr. Morris 
moved “that it be resolved, that upon a vote or passage of any 
Dill or measure, toexpress approbation or satisfaction by standing 
‘on the floor of this House and in a tumultuous manner giving 
oud huzzas, is a breach of parliamentary decorum and unbecom- 
ing the dignity of a deliberative assembly.” Bidwell succeeded 
in securing an amendment, “that this House understands that in 
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the House of Commons in Great Britain itis not unusual to earry 
fa great and interesting question with aeelamations:” ‘The mover 
of the original motion made another effort to put his motion, “that 
it is not the opinion of this House, that parliamentary usage 
warrants the huzzaing in a tumultuous manner by the members 
standing up in their place and waving their hats, and that this 
House will hereafter consider as irregular and disorderly such a 
mode of expressing their opinions or feelings,” Such resolutions 
read oddly in these latter days, when the passage of a famous 
bill makes a“ famous seene” for the historian, and when tumul- 
‘tuous huzzaing” is indulged in to the full, 























CHAPTER 1V 
HE INCEPTION AND ERECTION OF THE OLD PARLIAMENT 
BUILDINGS ON FRONT STREET 


1826-1832 


HE first step toward the ereetion of the Parliament 
Buildings that stand on Front-street, was taken in 
the session of 1825, when three Commissioners were 
appointed by the Upper and Lower House to deal 
‘with the question, the result being that as a preliminary 
step they “resolved to offer by publie advertisement a sum 
of money as a reward for the most approved plan, elevation and 
design for the required buildings” Many handsome architec- 
tural designs were, according to the report. of the Commissioner 
submitted, the premium being awarded to a Mr. Nixon. Later, 
four plans and estimates were put in by Nixon himself, and by 
Baldwin, Ford, and Ewart, The following year, 1826, the matter 
was advaneed by the pastage of an Act "to authorize the rais- 
ing by debenture a sum of money to le applied in erecting build 
ings for the use of the Legisluture.” ‘The Hon. William Allan 
William ‘Thompson and Grant Powell comprised the Commission, 
‘An architect named Rogers afterward tendered plan and esti- 
mates for the erection of the buildings for a sum between £6,000 
fand £7,000. He was thereupon asked to reduce his estimate to 
£4,000, but £5,300 was the lowest figure he could be induced to 

















"This amount was still deemed too large by the Legislature, 
‘and it came to the conelusion, by a resolution passed during the 
session of 1828, “That the sum voted by the Legislature for 
the erection of public buildings is insufficient to defray the ex: 
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‘pense of the work upon a seale corresponding with the respecta- 
bility of the Province and the suitable accommodation of the 
Parliament”; and a second resolution read : “Phat the limited 
resources of the Legislature will not warrant at present a further 
grant for this object, and that itis expedient to defer the eom- 
‘mencement of the buildings until the publie revenue shall enable 
the Parliament to apply ample means for the proper completion 
of the work,” and, witia true Legislative eeonomy, a Select Com. 
mittee was appointed to see whether a roof could not he put on 
the ruined walls of the old buildings burned in 1824 

In May, 1829, the following advertisement appeared in the 
columns of the Loyalist: “PanuisMENt BUILDINGS —Sealed 
tenders for erecting buildings for the Legislature at York, will 
be received on the first Monday of June next, Plans, elevations, 
‘and specifications of the buildings may be seen after the 14th 
day of May next, on application to Grant Powell, from whom 
further information may be received.” ‘The Loyalist informed 
its readers that the new Parliament House will stand in Sin: 
coe Place, a square containing six acres, a very fine situation, fac- 
ing the Bay, and in front of Government House.” 

On the 0th July, 1829, a contract was drawn between 
Commissioners and Matthew Priestinan, to ereet the buildings, 
and find all materials, for the sum of £5,400, and to have the 
ready for the Lagislature hy the Ast January, 1881. Priestman, 
however, failed in his contract, after having made sub-contracts 
swith Joseph Turton, a mason, and James Crowther, a carpenter 
‘Turton and Crowther were allowed to proceed with their part of 
the work, but according to a report of a committee of the House 
made during the session of 1882, “The building has so far been 
conducted in a way very unsatisfactory,” and the committee fur- 
ther remarked that “ great blame is attributable to the Commis- 
sioners for curtailing the sum in the contract so much below the 
‘sum appropriated by the Legislature,” viz,, £10,000, 

John Ewart was, on the failure of Priestman, authorized to 
superintend the work, Pr £1,000 on his 
contract before failing, while Turton had reesived some £6,000 
more, and yet the building was not finished, while Turton and 
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Crowther demanded £1,750 beyond what they had reeeived. The 
committee closed their report with the opinion that £1,300 would 
Complete the structure. ‘The Hon, Mr. Allan was allowed to put, 
fn a statement in explanation, laying the blame for the curtail- 
tent of the expenditnre decided upon, on Sir John Colborne, who 
texpressed himself averse to a greater sum than £5,000 being ex 
pended in such a building. According to Mx. Allan's report, 
person by the name of Nixon was sinong the first to tender « 
plan and estimates for erecting buildings of stone or brick— 
1515,000 for the former, and £11,000 for the latter. He concludes; 

‘The two Houses approved and adopted the plan and estimate 
for the larger sum, but. recommended delay in commencing the 
work, as the finances of the country did not seem to justify so 
‘great an expenditare at that time, 

The amount received from the Treasury from 1826 to 1831 to- 
talled £7,000. On January 20th, £3,000 additional was 
granted by the Legislature to complete the building. 

"The public accounts of 1881 contain the details of the expendi 
ture in connection with the building. Some of the items read oddly 
today. " Freight of stone from the Head of Lake” was £16 10s, 
Tt cost £19 to cover the drain leading from the building ; £20“ for 
digging and stoning Well,” £6 “for leveling the ravine in front 
of the building” ; an Indian broom is entered at four-penee 
fond of wood for the clerk’s office cost 15s.; 85 Gd. was paid “for 
hauling (4) loads stuff from the Inke.” Cedar joists were evi- 
dently in groat demand, and a queer combination of “stationery 
‘and white lead "is entered under one sum. 

"As an outcome of the retarded progress in the construction of 
the buildings, and the failures of contractors, many extra claims 
swore made against the Government, and a Special Committee, 
composed of Alexander MeDonnell, James Fitzgibbon, and David 

A. Macnab, investigated these in 1833, and recommended the 
payment of £1,654 of the £1,889 claimed, The work of construc 
fion was completed by men paid by the day, Duncan Kennedy, 
a builder, being appointed superintendent. ‘The Commission 
flao reported that £1,800 more would be required to finish the 
building im a proper manner, and “to construct an area to the 
















































cE 









Erection of Parliament Buildings on Front Street, 45 


‘cast and west facacies of the portico around it;" to cover the roof 
with tin at a cost of £508, which they regarded “aa inciape 
able for the safety of the building, which has already onee nar- 
rowly escaped burning by @ spark from one of the chimnies 
which fell upon the shingles.” ‘The freestone used in the eolumns 
of the portico wore quarried near Hamilton, shipped by sleighs to 
the edge of Burlington Bay, and transhipped to York on the 
‘opening of navigation. In the old designs, there are pillars and 
‘a podiment at the main entrance, which were never eartied out, 
‘and Tam told these pillars still ie in the quarries, 

‘The original building consisted of a centre, 133%90 feet, and 
two wings, 90x55 fect, the latter being forty fect distant from 
the centre. In 1849 these spaces were enclosed, forming the 
Speaker's rooms on the east and committee rooms on the west 
‘The Legislative Chamber was 46x55 feet, and the original Legis- 
lative Council Chamber (latterly the library) 44x54 feet. ‘The 
Dasement rooms were used as vaults, and fora time a8 legis- 
lative offices. At that time the building was thought to be a 
marvel of architectural skill, and the press of the day gave glow- 
ing accounts and long descriptions of “its magnificent length, its 
noble facade and its handsome apartments” What was latterly 
‘tho library was then utilized as the Legislative Couneil room, or 
the “ Family Compact Room,” as it was dubbed at that time, the 
queer upper story portion at the rear (lately used by the Queen's 
Printer) being the library and reading room, 

Only the limits of a large volume could do adequate justice to the 
history enactod within these old walls during the sixty years and 
‘more of their existence. Between the opening of the first Parlia- 
ment in 1883, and the prorogation of the last that was held with- 
in its Chamber, seores of important questions and subjects have 
been agitated, debated, and brought to pass. The struggle for 
responsible government ended long ago in vietory ; the seculari- 
zation of the clergy reserves was consummated under its roof 
the bill being passed in the session of 1858; elections have to a 
large degree been purified ; manhood suffrage haa taken the place 
of the old-time restrictions of the franchise; education has made 
‘marvellous advances; villages have grown into towns, towns have 
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expanded into cities, and hundreds of hamlets have risen over the 
land ; the provinee has increased in population until it numbers 
over two million souls, and, instead of the fifteen assemblymen 
‘lected for the first Upper Canadian Parliament in 1792, ninety- 
‘one now constitutes the Provincial Legislature. 
























































CHAPTER V 


THE FRONT-STREET PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS 18 DIFFERENT 





Of only has the old structure served the States its 
House of Parliament, but i has beon a Court of Law, 
F a College, and a Barracks and Arsenal during the 
stirring times of 1837 or the “far up? aa Sit Francis 
Bond Head described it, Two or three days after the rebel 
BL prising at Montgomery's Farm, Sir Francis, becoming 
onxinced that tatters were taking’ a serious turn, removed his 
Headquarters from the old town hall to the Parliament Baildngs, 
where, ale, the avallable stock of ems and ammunition was 
Sorel. The old brick ple was thus placed in 9 slate of barricade 
tnd the march of the pieket was heard around it walls,” During 
very hour of the day reinforcementa were coming in from the 
adjacent controx. The old steamer Truvlir brought a. de- 
tachment from Niagara, while the Buslingéon landed a entin- 
gent froin Hamilton; Port Crolit, Whitby, Cobourg, and other 
Fillages also sent their quota. ‘The litle town was soon erowded 
to overflowing with these bands of raw recraite, and the open 
space infront ofthe Parliament Buildings was ascene of usta 
excitament.” Within the bailing the governor and his cabinet 
‘were almost continually in sesion arranging a plan of eampaigo, 
Though some of the council mectings were held at Archbishop 
Struchan’s “ Palace” near by, ad in Governient, House 
Confasion reigned among the erowds of rintred warriors until 
Col. Fitzgibbon marshalled them into companies, whieh were 
further organized into theve divisions, which extended from the 
toiling eastward. along Front-strest as far ay the Bishop's 
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Palace. ‘The total muster was about 1,100 men, Sir Francis, 
mounted on a white horse, gave the word of command to advance 
at twelve o'clock noon, on Decomber 7th, and thus started the 
hastily formed army for the rebel rendezvous, to the stirring 
mnsie of two bands, the windows and roofs being crowded by 
men, women and children who cheered each company as it 
marched by. Nearly a quarter of a century had elapsed since 
‘Toronto had witnessed such real evidences of war, when in 1813 
the invading American troops marched vietoriously along the 
water front. 

‘The buildings experienced another “ military occupation " when 
the peregrinating Parliament of the Union left itafter the session 
cof 1859, three eompanies of the 30th Regiment taking possession 
and transforming the legislative halls into noisy barracks. ‘The 
‘30th had erossed the ocean in the Great Bustern, along with 2,000 
fellow-warriors, Portions of the following regiments were 
quartered within the Parliament buildings: 30th Foot (now Cam 
Dridgeshire Regiment), one battalion of the 16th Foot (now. Bed: 
fordshire Regiment), 47th Lancashire (now the Royal North 
Lancashire), one battalion of the 17th (now Leicestershire Regi 
tment), the 29th Footand the 60th Rifles ‘The eastern wing was 
occupied as a mess room, billiard hall and officers’ quarters. ‘The 
chamber and library were filled by two companies, the third 
making themselves comfortable in the long building in the rear 
‘of the main portion, ‘The basement of the centre part was made 
habitable, and to-day the old signs of “Sergeant's Room, No—, 
are still to be seen painted on the dusty old panes of glass. Several 
‘dungeons of stygian darkness, into which not a ray of light 
centers, which were utilized as guard-rooms, are also to be found 
in the gloomy recesses of the deserted cellars, while the officers, 
imitating Sir Walter Seott’s example at Shakespeare's home, 
seratched their names on the window panes. One of the diver~ 
sions of the men after a rollicking mess, was tobogganing down 
the stairways, the dinner-tables, with their legs pointing heaven- 
‘wand, being utilized for the purpose 

‘The military occupation of the buildings put their strength to 
fa severe test, 80 much so that, when the Ontario Assembly met 






































‘The Parliament Buildings in different Réles. 49 


in the Chamber in 1867, large portions of the east wing walls 
hhad to be rebuilt, It was in a dilapidated and dangerous condi 





tion, the floors requiring a net-work of props and the walls a 
number of stays ‘The Chamber, during the military occupation, 

|, was partitioned off into dormitories, the “ throne ” and its unicorn 
backgroand remaining in its place since it had been last used 
in 1850. 

After the Union Act of 1841 was passed, the chamber was de- 
serted for nearly ten years from 1841 to 1850, In 1848 and 
carly in 1849, the buildings were utilized as a lunatic asylum, 
the old guol on Toronto-street, where seventeen insane patients 
hhad been confined, being utterly inadequate for the purpose. Dr. 
Rees was the first medical superintendent, who was succeeded 
by Dr. Telfer, both of whom are now dead. The staireases in the 
eastern wing’ were boarded up at the side so as to prevent the 
acrobatically inclined patients from throwing themselves over the 
balustrades. One of the inmates of the old gaol and the Parlin- 
ment Buildings—Andrew Wood ie still a patient at the Toronto 
Asylum, being now over ninety years of age. 

In 1889 the buildings were used temporarily by the Court of 
Queen's Bench, and again in 1846 they were used for university 
and medical schoo! purposes in connection with King’s College, 
William Hume Blake was professor of law in the university and 
delivered his law leetures (which commenced at eight o'clock in 
the morning), in one of the rooms in the east wing of the Parlia- 
ment Buildings. 

The two small cottages standing at the western end of the 
Crown Lands Department were used as dissecting rooms by 
‘the medical students, Those were the days of extensive hody- 
snatching; indeed it was the only means by which the 
students could obtain dissectable subjects, no legal machinery 
being in foree at that time for the supply of bodies from the 
public institutions, 

On a winter night of 1846, half a dozen embryo Aiseulapians 
boarded a huge sleigh and drove to a lonely graveyand out on 
Yonge-street, where they soon went to work with picks and 
shovels until they had excavated a hole about two feet square, 
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at the head of a newly-made grave. ‘The coffin reached, one of 
‘tho party was lowered, who proceeded tosaw off the lid and fix a 
rope around the arms of the body, and soon the ghastly bit of 
humanity was stretched upon the snow, Denuding the corpse 
of its death elothing, which was returned to the coffin, the body 
‘was enelosed in an old sack and thrown in the sleigh. No 
sooner, however, had the homeward journey been commenced than 
they found they were being pursued, a team of blacks flying 
after them over the glittering road-bed at a Gilpinite speed, 
Dut the medicos eluded their pursuers and reached: the college 
in safety. 

‘Thus have the-old walls seen many strange transformation 
‘eaused, as has been said, by the perogrinations of the Parliament 
of the Union, On the return to Toronto, after a Parliament of 
feasions in Quebee or Mointreal, the throne, the mace, and the 
general outfit were again put in place, and the bairack-rooms, 
the elass-rooms, or the wards of the insane were converted again 
to Legislative uses, In November of 1849 the various Depart- 
ments were removed from Montreal to Toronto, nine years having. 
‘lapsed since the last session of the Upper Canadian Legislature 
hhad been held in the old buildings, Considerable expense was 
incurred in renovating, refitting, and decorating the Chambers, 
and when the session was convened on the 14th of May, 1849, 
great crowds came not only from ‘Toronto, but from all parts of 
the Province, to witness the opening ceremonies with Lord Elgin 





1s the Governor-General, 

Parliament met in Quebec from 152 to 1855, and when 
‘Toronto's turn eame again, the Departments were, for the second 
time, moved to the latter city, Sir Edmund Head opening the 
session. ‘The buildings again underwent an extensive internal 
transformation. Owing to the large increase in the membership 
‘of the Assembly, additional accommodation had to be provided 
for. The space formerly allotted to the public had been en- 
crouched upon to such an extent that only a few benches were 
Toft at the west entrance for the use of the members of the Legis 
lative Council, ‘The Conneil Chamber (afterward the Library) 
afresh and refurnished, presenting an aspeet of 











was decorate 
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almost imperial splendor, insomuch that the Governor privately 
remarked that “responsible government had not obliterated the 
respect of Canadians for the trappings of sovereignty.” 

Ab this time the Front-street buildings eame far short: of pio- 
viding sufficient accommodation for the Departments, and, as a 
result, they were seattored far and near, some on the far east of 
the city, and others again in the distant west, The Executive 
Couneil officers. were quartered with the Law Department, the 
Provineial Secretary's Department, and the office of the Govern 
General, in the old hospital, which stood in the rear of an orehard 
near the corner of King and John-streets. This same building, 
by the way, was Sir John A, Macdonald's headquarters during 
that Parliament, and it was there also that George Brown's eele- 
brated two-days’ administration held ite deliberations during its 
brief but memorable existence 

Immediately after the prorogation of the session of 1859, the 
Departments were removed to Quebee where they remained for 
six years before being permanently removed to Ottawa, Sin 
Confederation, the old buildings have been even more inadequate 
to accommodate the Departments than in 1856, and various out 
side buildings have been called into requisition, The Departments 
of the Attorney-General, Registrar-General, Division Courts and 
Tnmigration, were housed for some yearsin the building on the 
corner of York and Wellington-streets, known as York Bou: 
and formerly oceupied by Judge Hagerman. ‘The Public Works 
Department found temporary quarters in a building on Welling- 
ton-strest near York-street, the Department of Agriculture and 
Bureau of Statistics were stationed at the comer of Yonge and 
Quoen-streets, and the Board of Health on Yonge-street.  Novr 
however, all the Departments are under the ot 
exception of the Edueation Department, which still remains ab 
the Normal Schoo! buildings 

‘On many oeeasions; the Chamber and Legislative Couneil room 
hhave been the scene of brilliant balls,held under the patronage of 
Government House. The old Legislative Chamber was the 
seene of many a ball, where gathered the wealth and beanty of 
Ontario's eapital. But the most successful event of this nature 
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was held in the charred rains of the old Government House, the 
bbarnt walls being covered with flags and banners, and the sum 
‘mer sky serving as the only roof. ‘The scene is described as 
being beautiful in the extreme. 

Nor have the old buildings been the home only of legislators, 
soldiers, judges, professors, and other classes of beings in human 
‘and visible form, butstrange tales have reached me of ghostly 
Visitors and occupants, who seem to have acted, as bad ghosts 
sometimes do, in a highly reprehensible manner. Certainly no 
Aitting spirit could ask for a more suitable haunt than the eave 
like cells in the basement, the dark and narrow corridors, with 
their bewildering twists and turns, or the dusty, echoing upper 
chambers. When the building was. used as an insane asylum, 
‘one of the female patients committed suicide by hanging herself 
from a hook in the wall of the basement, and it was quite eon- 
sistent; therefore, that for years, on dark and stormy nights, she 
should haunt the spot where the tragic deod was committed. 

‘The spirit of the poor demented suicide is said to have had a 
rival in a sister ghost, who, clad in white, with her hair stres 
ing loosely over her shoulders, stole silently through the subter- 
ranean aisles, 

‘Another female spirit, with a checked dress thrown over her 
head, chose the western cottage for her midnight meanderings— 
‘4 building which was then used as the dissecting room, whieh 
probably accounts for a pile of human bones unearthed near it a 
few years ago 

‘The old office of the Queen's printer had an odd upper story or 
gallery, dust-covered and full of echoos, where a soldier-ghost 
twas wont to parade in full regimentals, He displayed a com- 
rmendable gallantry in thus choosing quiet corner for himself, 
‘and not trespassing upon the preserves of his spectral companions. 
But his choice of loeality may have been determined by the col 
tection of arms and accoutrements that adorned the walls and 
gelling, belonging ta the Into John Notman's museum, among 
‘which he would naturally feel at home. 

‘Less tangible and more mysterious were the denizens of the 
reporters’ room at the rear of the eastern gallery. All that is 
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known of these was told by a night watehman, who after one 
midnight visit could never again be induced to enter the room 
‘alone. He hinted vaguely of knockings and noises, heavy 
Dreathings from unseen forms and other diseoneerting manifesta 
tions, Who knows how many phantom parliaments, where de- 
parted legislators met onee more in wordy eonlliet, were dis- 
turbed by the erratic actions of the other uncanny ogeupants of 
the old buildings. 

On two occasions the buildings have narrovrly eseaped destruc 





“tion by fire. In 1861 a fire oceurred in the east wing and in 


Tuly of 1862 the roof of the west wing was entirely destroyed 
in the same way. Fire has indeed played havoe with many of 
‘our parliament buildings. Besides their destruetion in 1818, and 
again in 1824, the parliament buildings at Montreal were com- 
pletely destroyed in 1849, while the Dominion buildings at 
Ottava have had more than one narrow escape 

A bank robbery is also among the memories of the old build 
igs, in the days when a branch of the Bank of Upper Canada 
‘as opened in what is known as the Speaker's Rooms. Just how 
much was stolen on that oceasion is not known, but the most re 
markable feature of the ense is, so it is said, that the window 
lass was ent from the inside. 

Mention should be made of Mrs, Bilton, who for many years 
kept a confectionery stand in the corridor, near the main entranee, 
and whom the members of the old Legislature will well remember, 
If she could have carried the “sweets of office” in stock, her 
bbusiness might have been even more thriving than it was. 

‘The history of the various maces used in the different parlia 
ments of the province is a most interesting one, The first one 
was made of pine or fr, painted red and gilded, and was used by 
Simeoe when the first parliament was convened in Niagara. It 
was afterward included among the spoils of war eaptured by the 
Americans in 1813 in Toronto, and is still to be seen, with a 
British ensign eaptured at the same time, in the U. 8. Naval 
Academy at Annapolis, Md. All trace has been lost of the one 
used after the Ameriean war, but upon the union of the Canadas 
Parliament ordered the purchase of a new mace, which was pro- 
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‘eared in 1845 at a cost of £500 sterling, Tt is deseribed as a fac 
simile of that in the British House of Commons, and it, too, has 
had a stirring history. Three times it has been reseued from the 
flames, and during the Montreal riot it again narrowly escaped 
destruction. It would seem to have a charmed life. ‘The mace 
used in the Ontario Legislature at present was procured by the 
‘Sandfield-Macdonald Government, and is made of copper and 
richly gilded, Tts east, however, was only $200. 
The following dates will hest illustrate the varied history of 

the old buildings 

rat sum voted for their construction. 

"Tenders invited. 

32-41.—Oceupied by the Legislature of Upper Canada, 
‘sed temporarily by the Court of Queen's Bench for 


1846,—Utilized for tniversity apd medical schoo! purposes, in 
connection with King’s College 
1848-9 —Oocupied as an aaylum for the insane. 

Sessions of Parliament of the united Provinee 
1856-59.—Parliament of the united Provinces. 
1561-67.—Utilized as military barracks. 

1867 to 1802.—Sessions of the Ontario Legislature. 
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CHAPTER VL 


FAMOUS SCENES IN THE OLD CHAMBER, 


Buildings were tobe chronicled, avery lange volume 
vrould bo required to contain the recon, for, while 
x ‘warring spirits produced friction and keén eonteata 
QD) vor eapromacy in earier days, itis probable that no 
$F ~ egislative chamber has witnessed stormier scenes or 
heard more animated if not acrimonious, debates than the old 
home of Ontario's Pasiament 
TLis therfore posible here to refer to only a few ofthe notale 
acgnos eoundcied with io Freak atest balding, and commas 
oct sany: well bo made with ts exetag intdoul’ercig ost 
ot tho burning in ofigy of Si John Colborne ‘in Hamilton dexing 
an early senon, Out of the investigation to which it guve rise 
ame ultimately the imprisonment of Sir Allan McNab for "high 
Sontompt and breach of th privileges ofthe House,” ia refaing 
to answer the questions of the Committe of Privilege relative 
to tho burning’ in effigy of the Lieutonant-Governor, "The 
Hose having: learned: with astonishment and indignation that 
sore evil-dnposed persons did on the night of the 29th of lant 
Monthy a the flown of Humilion, in the Gore District, unwar 
Fantahiy and maliciously exhibit a litlloas representation of our 
room cv Goreme Sir Allau wan eainauonsd 65 th 
Bar ofthe Housoonthe 1thof February, where afterexainatom 
he was, by a resolution moved by William Lyon Mackenzie and 
seconded by Jeow Ketchum, “commitied to the gol of York du 
ing the pleasure of this House” ‘Two voan of the House wore 
taken at difbrent times to liberate him, but both were negated 
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He was finally given his liberty on the 2nd of Mareh, after Lave 
ing been imprisoned ior fourteen days. ‘This episode had the 
tffect of suddenly bringing the future baronet into prominence. 
Being treated as a martyr, his fortune was thereby materially 
advanced, one of the results being his election to the Assembly in 
the following year. 

"The Honorable H, J, Boulton, Solicitor 
to the bar of the House, but eseaped imprisonment by offering 
to answer questions. The most impressive and astonishing part 
of the scene was the administering of a most mild and kindly 
admonition by Boulton’s old-time opponent, Marshall Spring 
Bidwell, when everyone expected a sovere attack, 

“Another of the features of the investigation was the summon~ 
ing of William Jarvis, Sherif of the Gore distriet, to the bar of 
the House, “to give evidenee upon the outrage and to produce 
the effigy connected therewith, or such parts thereof as are in 
his possession.” One has only to picture the seene of the exhibi- 
tion of remnants of an unpieturesque carieature before an assem 
bly, grave and solemn, as investigators should he, to see @ ludi- 
crous side to it, especially in view of the report of the special 
committee, "that the eireumstanee called ‘ the Hamilton outrage 
‘unworthy the publienotiee whieh has been drawn 

te,and that the 





sneral, was also called 

















was altogeth 
to it by the exaggerated reports of the Gore 
persons who committed the offence have been so few in number 
‘as still to elude detection.” 

‘The burning in effigy of William Lyon 
few years later, called for no such formal investigation, 

‘The decade of years preeeding the uprising of 1837 were the 
most turbulent in the parliamentary history of the province, and 
nearly every session witnessed many a debate where vitnpera- 
tion and inveetive were the chief weapons 

"The stormiest of all “the stormy petruls” of that time was un- 
doabtedly William Lyon Mackenzie. Soon after entering the 
politieal arena in 1828, he carried the warfare which he had been 
fondueting in his paper, into the Legislative Chamber. In order 
to rid themselves of such a thorn in the flesh, the Government 
revived an obsolete rule, which forbade the unauthorized publi 
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cation of reports of parliamentary proceedings The agitation 
for Mackenzie's exclusion from the House commenced as early as 
the session of 1831, Motion after motion, made by Mackenzie, 
brought from Attorney-General Boulton speeches of a very bitter 
tone, but“ the little mannikin from York,” as he was called, con. 
tinned to annoy and harrass the Government in a manner never 
before dreamed of. ‘The attempted revenge of the Government 
came during the following session. By this time the Reform 
party had a following in the House which materially strengthened. 
their hands, among tho number being Dr. Rolph, Marshall 
Spring Bidwell, Dr. Morison and others. Tn time they controlled 
the Assembly, but the Executive exercised the veto power when: 
ever they deemed it necessary. But in Mackenzie they had an 
‘opponent whose restless spirit kept the Chamber in state of 
excitement and cecasional uproar. He, however, found a stout 
fou in Sir John Colborne, a man deseribed as “a rigid absolutist 
id strict disciplinarian.” Tt is not to be wondered at that the 
family compact were in bitter hostility to Mackenzie wlo, 
through the medium of his paper, ealled them “tools of a servile 
ower,” declared * he would rather work for his bread than sub. 
nit to tho aifcial fungi of the eountry, more numerous and pes 
tilential than the quagmires and marshes that encircle Toronto.” 
He also had petitions sent to the House, made numerous charges 
‘against the Exeoutive,and started on a new line by investigating 
the public aecounts, “His utterances were regarded by the Ex 
ecutive authorities as “ross, scandalous and malicious libel” 
and a charge of breach of privilege was ultimately made aguinst 
him, After making a defence on the lines that the House had 
xno jurisdiction in prosecutions for libel, he withdrew from the 
Chamber. A number of motions and amendments were voted 
upon, when the House, by a vote of twenty-four to fifteen, de- 
cided to expel him. This precipitated a series of ‘the stormiest 
seenes ever witnessed in the historie old building. Petitions 
Poured in, signed, no doubt, by Mackenzie's friends, praying the 
Lieutenant-Governor to dismiss a House “tainted with the worst 
vices of judicial partiality 

‘The privilege of petition was apparently largely taken advan- 
























































58 Ontario’s Parliament Buildings 
tage of judging by the long lists published in che Journals of the 
House at that time. For instance, during this session of 1831 
they mumbored 200, increasing as the popular discontent 
Fneseased, to over 600 in 1836 and 1887, and 750 in 1867.) Tn 
fact they form a comparatively correct index of the unrest that 
then existed. 

"The expelled member was revelected on the 2nd of January, 
1852. His friends carried him through the streets in triumph, 
tie Government House to the Parliainent Buildings, where they 
Jalted anid loud cheers and much confusion from the thousands 
Attracted by the unusual scene. Entering the House he stood 
st the bar waiting to be sworn in, surrounded by a crowd of 
Sympathizers. A motion to expel him « seeond time was met 
wat hisses, At length, the surging mass of men that filed the 
Jrlleres and corridors, foreed the outer doors of the House, and 
ook possession of every available space. He was, however, again 
ccpilled on a new charge, that he had deliberately repeated in 
the Advocate the libellous statement that “the present House 
‘as an assembly of sycophants,” although the main phrase which 
yfended his opponents was, that “they were a band of public rob 
tens” On leaving the chamber, the hero of the hour in the eyes 
UF his followers addreseed the Inttor, when cheers were given for 
William 1V,, Earl Grey and the Reform ministry. ‘The proces: 
on of sleighs reformed and condueted the mew member to his 
home, Fearing serious outbreaks, Sir John Colborne had the 
anucles of war read for several days to the regiment, and one of 
the members of the House, Mr. Thomson, gave notice of an 
ildress to the King, praying him to remove the seat of Govern- 
ment to some more safe and convenient position where they: 
wrould not be daily liable “ to be annoyed, insulted and overawed 
by # mob 60 ignorant or infatuated as to become the ready tools 

for exeeuting every species of violenes and outrage to which any 

political demagogue may choose to incite ther. 
‘Mackenzie was re-elected by a vote of 626 to 96, the voting 
ng place at the Red Lion Hotel on Yonge-street. ‘The turba- 
cores of meetings 
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Tent spirit assumed threatening proportions. 
vere held,and petitions were signed and sent to the King and the 
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Imperial Parliament, praying for redress of grievances. While 
Mackensie was in England for the purpose of presenting the peti 
tions in person, the Legislature of 1833 once more expelled hitn 
The old story was repeated of his re-eleetion, and so the battle 
went on. ATter his election in December, 1883, another great 
crowd followed their leader in his attempt to enter the House and 
take his seat, Sir Allan MacNab was hissed from the gallery, 
whereupon the Speaker ordered it cleared. ‘The Sergeant-at-Arms 
(David MacNab, a brother of Sir Allan), also ordered Mackenzie 
toleave. MacNab drew his sword when Mackenzie said, « Don't 
touch me, I am prepared to take the oath.” Still standing his 
ground, the custodian of the mace seized the reealeitrant member 
‘and tried to draw hin toward the door, but a stalwart Highland 
friend of the little Seotchman interfered, By this time the ex 
citement was at fever heat, and the populace attempting to take 

possibly for the novel purpose of 
routing the thirty-five members, the inner door was 
bolted and barricaded. Great: confusion reigned in the lobbies 
‘and galleries. Some of the members fearing bloodshed, address- 
ced the crowds, when gradually the uproardied down and a truce 
was ealled. Mackenzie's re-expalsion the next day brought forth 
another shower of petitions to the Lieutenant-Governor. A fev 
days after, the redoubtable contestant again entered the House, 
wearing the gold chain and medal that had been presented to 
him by his admirers, and took his seat, only to be ejected three 
times by the vigilant Sergeant, As before, dense crowds wit: 
nessed the scenes from the galleries. Finally, Mackenzie left the 
House, and ‘Toronto remained without one of its members for 
nearly @ whole Parliament. 

The acrimony that distinguished the debates appeared in the 
press of that day. One paper, in reporting the proceedings of 
the session of 1831, thus referred to Mr. Mackenzie: Mr. Mac- 
Kenzie brought up to the House ax many documents as eould be 
Packed in a common wheelbarrow. and entertained honorable 
members by what he called a speoch on the Kingston bank bill 
for the period of about six hours and a half, during which he 
‘addressed the Speaker with, Yes, sir; No, sir; Then, sir; Now, sir, 
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times.” In another issue, the same paper (the Canalian 
‘Preeman) refers tohim as William Lie-on Mackenzie, the mounte- 
‘ho begins to feel his consequence among small people 
the fable, with pomp and vanity 
‘This emporium of political villainy, this squib seribbler, this 
heavy curse upon the public, little Mackenzie, has been raised 
from a prostrate baboon posture to assume the attitude of a man. 
‘The shameless fabrications of this lying knave, and his idle chat 
toring this session, has cost the country as much as would mac. 
fdataize most of the road from York to Newmarket! We tell 
the people of Upper Canada to beware of the designing, hypo 
tritieal fuetion and all their tools. Tf not closely watched they 
“rll yet overturn the liberties of the country: 

"The choice of Marshall Spring Bidwell as Speaker in 1 
another oveasion for an exhibition of extreme party feeling. ‘The 
Solieitor-General denounced him as totally unfit to oceupy that 
hhigh and dignified situation. ‘Thereupon Mr. Perry, says the 
"Revorder, # got on bis props and talked against time with a good 
deal of sucoess, and succeeded in eonvineing the House of the ex- 
tcllonce of his wind and the suppleness of his tongue. 

‘Sir Francis Bond Head (the first purely civil Governor), 
arrived in Toronto while Parliament was in session in 1835, Con- 
trary to all precedent, he visited the Upper House at once, called 
the Assembiymen to the bar of the Couneil-room, and there 
Mddiessed them, ‘The King had heard there were grievances to 
redress, he said, and he had been sent out to redress them, ‘This 
taised. the hopes of the Reformers, who looked upon the new 
representative as an ally and a friend. Returning to the Assem- 
bly, Dr. Duncombe, then member for Oxford, soved for a» Com- 
tee of Privilege to enquire as to whether it was the correo! 
thing for the King’s reprosentative to address them in the midst 
Gf Parliament, “That did the business,” said an eye-witness of 
the soone to me. “The Governor turned against the Bs 
tion, being geeatly annoyed by the motion, and that was in fact 

the turning-point whieh led to the outbreak in 1837.” 
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‘The charge against Sir Francis Bond Head that he was guilty 


of direeting unconstitutional means during the elections of 1836, 
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produced materials for a bitter fight in parliament and in the 
press, One journal saya: “We have before us the report of the 
committee who were carefully selected to whitewash His Exeel- 
leney Sir Francis Bond Head. We expected it would be plausi- 
ble though false, but it turns out to be false without the cumber- 
ous appendage of plausibility. Tt declares Sir Francis to be as 
pure as driven snow, and the House of Assembly and the Orange 
men a leetle purer! Whatever effect the report may have on 
Dovwning-street, every man, woman, and child in Canada will 
pronounce it from beginning to end one living lie. The trail of 
the serpent is aver it all” No wonder Sir Franeis, from his point 
of view, afterward wrote of Mackenzie as “a political mounte- 
bank,” who “spoke, stamped, foamod, wiped his seditious little 
mouth, and then spoke again,” and no wonder also that he 
‘writes, “On the 28rd of March (1838), at noon precisely T pro- 
ceeded to Parliament Buildings to attend the swearing-in of my 
‘suecessor, and as soon as this important ceremony was aver, bow. 
ing in silence, first to him and then to his Executive Council, 1 
descended the stairs and found myself alone in the pure, fresh air 
Tt was altogether to me a moment of overwhelming enjoyment 
and I could not help fervently muttering to myself,“ Thank God, 
Tam at last relieved! 

‘The seventh report of the Grievance Committoe—a formidable 
document, which was afterwards sent to the Home Gove 

sas another bone of contention that produced not a little 
vituperation in the House debates. In 1836 a general election 
was held, the Reformers being left in adecided minority, Macken- 
zie and several of his co-workers suffering defeat. A new parlia- 
ment assembled on the Sth of November, the Government 
strength being irresistible, During this session Dr. Rolph, who 
‘was a new addition to the Opposition, made the speech of his Tife 
in favor of selling the elengy reserves and applying the proceeds 
to, edueational purposes; but his motion was defeated. The 
session terminated amid a scene of disorder, based on. the 
project of uniting Upper and Lower Canada, A number took 
part in the debate amid frequent interruptions, when Dr. Rolph 
rose to speak to a question of order, Strongly worded appeals 
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@ Ontario's Parliament Buildings 
were made to the Speaker, and hart words were freely hurled 
between the excited members. Confusion and disorder reigned, 
until the Speaker announced the arrival of the 

Governor. ‘This put a stop to all farther discussion, and in 
proroguing the parliament the Lieutonant-Governor eongratulated 
‘the members on the harmony of the session ! 

‘The visit of Lord Durham in 1835 was an important event of 
that day. He reached Toronto by boat, and thousands had 
gathered between the Front-street entrance of the Parliament 
Buildings and the bay to see and hear the Commissioner sent out 
by the Home Government. ‘The vessel could be soen sailing 
around the Island, but instead of turning through the western 
gap, iteontinued up the lake, to the wonder of the waiting throng. 
Returning at length, however, the boat entered the bay and 
landed its distinguished passenger, who proceeded to the Build- 
ings direct from the wharf, For nearly three hours the erowd 
had patiently waited, discussing the cause of the delay, It was 
some time after that rumor attributed the strange conduct of the 
Captain and the Commissioner to the fact that My Lond was in 
the act of preparing an elaborate toilet when the city was 
reached, and the captain was ordered to eruise around for an 
hhour or tsvo until the important operation eould be completed 
Entering the Legislative Council-room, he there addressed the 
members of both Houses, and afterwards delivered a specch to 
the outside throng from tho stone steps of the main entranee. 

‘The sessions of 1849-51 were also alive with stor 
‘among the political warriors of those days. Lord Elgin was 
Governor-General at the time, and although an unassuming 
plain old gentleman, being often seen to walk arm-in-arm with 
his wife in the good, old-fashioned way, yet he never failed to 
uphold the dignity of his high offiee when opening or proroguing 
the House, On such occasions gaily capsrisoned four-in-hand 
row the Vieo-Regal coach, while. full eomplement of postilions 
attended to wait on His Lordship. When he made his first ap- 
pearance in Toronto a few hisies were heard amid the cheers, 
the burning of the Parliament, Buildings in Montreal being still a 
disturbing question, but publie feeling was soon allayed, 
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‘The session of 1850 witnessed a series of keen dobates on the 
old-time questions of the elergy reserves, the rebellion losses bill 
‘and seignorial tenures, Rancor, virulence and acrimony eharue- 
terized the speeches. Col, Prines moved an amendment. (which 
was voted down) censuring the exeeutive for dismissing from 
office some of the signers of the annexation manifesto. Papineau, 
Sir Allan MacNab and other leading members indulged in pe 
sonalities that caused most unseemly exhibitions of temper, 
accompanied with shaking of fists and dire threats, This lasted 
for three months, but that there was a great deal of legislative 
work performed, despite the acrimonious speech-making, is shown 
uy the faet that nearly 250 bills were introdueed in the two 
hhonses, of which 145 received the 

wore also presented and 84 select committees appointed, which 
made 106 reports, 

‘The Journals of 1851 contain one of the earliest suggestions of 
Confederation, Mr, Merritt moving that “an address be sent to the 
Queen to eonsider the project of a general confederation of 
the British North Ameriesn provinces,” but it only secured 












royal assent ; 739 petitions 





Willian Lyon Mackenzie reappeared in Parliament during 
this session, His return from exile produeed a commotion, three 
successive attempts being made on his life at the hands of mobs, 
which were only quelled by the ealling out of the troops, but 
these were the last public displays against him, He continued 
to occupy a seat in the House for seven years, and finally ended 
his exciting and eeeentrie life on the 28th of August, 1861 

"The Parliament of 1856-59 witnessed almost as many’ acti 
tonious debates as the sessions leading up to the troubles of 
1837-38, The most memorable, perhaps, was the attack of John 
‘A Macdonald, then Attorney-General, on George Brown, accusing 
hhim of falsifying testimony and suborning witnesses in conneetion 
with an old investigation regarding the Kingston Penitentiary. 
‘The member for Kingston is described as having electrified the 
House with his tirade, “causing even the least’ scrupulous of 
parliamentary sharp-shooters to stand aghast.” ‘The excitement 
Deeame general and rose to white heat. The very atmosphere 
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of the ascombly soemed to be charged with electricity, and the 
‘Speaker twiee ealled the offenders to order. 

After the attack, which was a most bitter one, the accused 
member arose, “ ig with rage,” and repelled the charge 
with a torrent of fierce words, As an outeome a special con 
mittee, whose sittings lasted the greater part of the session, went 
thoroughly into the Attorney-General’s charges, whieh were 
proved to be unfounded. ‘The personal hostility between the 
two leaders arising out of this combat never fully died out, 

This was almost equalled during the same session by scene 
betwee John A. and Colonel Rankin on a motion regarding the 
seat of Government, which nearly resulted in a personal eollision, 
Mr. Macdonald hail commenced the trouble by a very warm per- 
sonal attack on Rankin, the latter replying that his assailant was 
“a man totally lost to all sense of honor.” In those days, duel 
ling was just dying out, bat the spirit of it so far lived that it 
was suppased the episode would lead to a personal eneounter} in 
fact the Speaker, fearing such a result, threatened to place the 
warring members under the eustody of the Sergeant-at-Arms 
until their trouble should blow over. So far as the public has 
hitherto known, nothing passed between the prineipals, but I 
hhave reason to believe that some correspondence did pass be- 
tween them, having a settlement of their diffieulty by the old- 
time code in view, but it all ended in eorrespondenee. 

During all these sternly contested discussions and debates, Cab 
inet dissensions were frequent, Sir Allan MacNab finally resign- 
ing. Two days after his resignation he was earried into the 
House, swathed in flannel, by two servants. A touching spectacle 
followed, when the old parliamentarian, addressing the House, 
but remaining seated in his chair, said, with emotion, that he 
hhad been a member of the House for twenty-six years, and that 
he had cortain statements to make to his Ministers, “If Tam 
supported by their voice, I shall feel that Iam right; if con- 
demned, Iam ready to retire into private life, and, perhaps, I 
am now fitted for little else.” Bent with age, and “broken 
with the storms of state,” the end of his publie life had come, the 
survival of the fittest, in his displacement by a younger man, 
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‘once again being demonstrated, He remained @ member for six 
ws thereafter 

The Tache-Macdonald administration was then formed, the 
MacNab ministry having been defeated on the Corrigan murder 
trial vote. ‘The great debate of the session was that as to the 
seat of Government, which lasted for several days; at one time 
the flood of oratory continuing for thirty-two conscoutive hours, 
‘No wonder the occupants of the reporters’ gallery of that. time 
refer to the hard work they were called upon to perform. What 
would they have said, however, to one day's record of 106 
speeches during the session of 1826 % 

George Brown, “who revelled in publie tumult as the petrel 
does in’ the storm,” produced a hot debate by reading a motion 
on the 27th April, 1857, declaring for representation by popu- 
lation, 

‘The noxt exciting event was the “double shuile.” of 1 
which was ushered in as well as oat of existence by unusually 
bitter displays of party feeling. ‘The want of eontidenee motion 
jm the Brown-Dorion Administration was fervely debated till 
midnight, when the two-days-old Cabinet was defeated. ‘This 
memorable session lasted for five months, the speech-making, 
being extraordinary at least for length and quantity. Even in 
the Legislative Council, twenty-five out of twenty-eight mem- 
bers spoke on one subject. The question of proteetion to home 
industries first came up at this session, 

During one of the long debates of this period, when a great 
deal of speaking against time was indulged in, Mr. McKellar 
addressed the House in Gwlic for a goodly streteh,—a change 
from Anglo-Saxon that was no doubt agreeable under the ir 

‘On another oveasion Mr, Brown and Mr, Cayley, the then In 
spector-General, had an oratorieal bout which ended by the 
throwing of inkstands ab each other's heads, though no record 
can be traced of the result 

Powell's attack on George Brown, when he referred to the fi 
nancial dificulties of Mr. Brown's father, produced a painful im- 
pression in the House, Mr. Brown seemed to be overcome with 
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the attack, and Jeaned on his desk with his hands clasped over 
his head. "His reply showed such a degree of emotion as to affect 
‘even his bitterest opponents, His vindication of his father was 
fs manly as it was noble and filial, and revealed the speaker in a 
light differing from that exhibited in any ordinary debate 
Another noteworthy ineident is recorded in the same session of 
1858. D'Arey Meee made a violent attack on Sir John Macdonald, 
but the latter appeared to be deeply engaged in stamping a pile of 
Iottors with sealing wax, and to be deaf to the fiery eriticisin of 
the Irish orator. ‘The latter complained of the inattention of the 
Tender of the Government, when Sir John retorted that he had 
heard every word, as the speaker would find to his sorrow. But 
rio sooner had the speaker ceased than the two were hobnobbing 
-y glass in the refreshment rooms 











over a che 
‘A remarkable seene took place on another orcasion when th 
Legislative Council had returned bill to the Assembly with a 
e of the Assemblymen, indignant 





particular clause left out. 0: 
fat the action of the Upper House, seized the doeument and, 
addressing the Speaker began Tdo not want to 
insult you, sir, nor this honorable House, sir, but— At this 
point the unollending paper was incontinently Kicked along the 
Hoor and through the doorway, while the whole House was in s 
tremendous state of excitement ‘The records report that “after 
wards the Council was made to swallow the whole bil,” and thus 
ba 














ony was restored. 

‘Nowadays, at the close of a Tong and wearisome session, the 
‘younger members celebrate the closing hours of the session 
{he throwing of paper pellets, blue books and even eushions, but 
during the Parliament of 1856-59 cushions and books were the 
‘veapons that were thrown, not in a. spirit of fun, but as an out 
‘eome of anger and passion. 

"Before the session of 1859 was commenced a general election 
had taken place when “the Cabinet of eleven lawyers and one 
auctioneer,” as George Brown said, was defeated. One of the 
fmportant Acts passed was the imposition of a duty of twenty 
per cent instead of fiton per eent, onal eommodities not speci- 
Really enumerated. ‘The question of moving to Quebee again 
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came up. This course was decided upon, butin the face of strong 
opposition. When this session was prorogued, and the depart- 
mons and officials were removed to Quebee, the old buildings 
sow the last of the Parliament of the union, When next the 
booming of cannon the marching of a guard of 
hhonor seen, it was in conneetion with the opening of a new era- 
‘one of the fruits of confederation—the first session of the first 
Parliament of Ontario, 

Many an exciting debate has been heard since the first ses 
sion of the new Provincial Parliament in 1867, many a wordy 
battle has beon fought, and many a speech of high quality and 
great power has been delivered. Probably no one event eaused 
‘more excitement than the so-called Bribery Plot which was in- 
vestigated in 1884, when it was charged that certain members 
hhad been approached with a view to inducing them to forsake 
the Government benches and join the Opposition 

‘The debates leading to the disputed boundary question and the 
various contests for the maintenance of provineial rights form 
some of the memorable scenes in the House during these Inst 

Death has invaded its preeinets on more than one occasion, 
apart from those who passed away in the ordinary course of 
human events On February 11th, 1881, Dr. Harkin, the mem: 
ber for Prescott, was seized with a paralytic stroke while the 
Speaker was reading the prayers, and died two hours afterward, 
while the sad event of the 25th Mareh 1892 when Mr. H. E 
Clarke, one of the Conservative members for Toronto, dropped 
dead while addressing the House, will be fresh in the mind of the 
Public. ‘The changing conditions of life are also evidenced by the 
fact that of the members and officers forming the Government 
and House of 1827-8, not one survives, 

The Openings and Prorogations of Parliament may well be 
‘neluded in the series of famous scenes. On stich oveasions, the 
Chamber was filled with the eivie, military and governmental 
notables, adorned with all the regalia that their position per- 
mitted, who, together with the ladies of Government House, 
literally took possession of * the floor of the House,” and gravely 
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welcomed the King’s or Queen's representative, who was escorted 
to the Parliament buildings by guard of honor, amid the 
booming of eannon, ‘Thus was received in the old Chainber on 
Front-street, Sir John Colborne, Sir Francis Bond Head, Lord 
Durham, Lord Elgin, the Hon, John Crawford, the Hon, D. A. 
Macdonald, the Hon, John Beverly Robinson, and Sir Alexander 
Campbell 

Mrs, Jamieson has deseribed the prorogation of the session d 
of 1837 in her “Winter Studies” :—The prorogation took 
place yesterday at three o'clock. When we arrived in front 
of the government offices, the seene was very striking, The 
snow-expanse was all around, and between the shore of the 
frozen bay and the line of the building, the space was filled hy + 
sleighs of all shapes and sizes, and a erowd of some hundred peo- 
ple, in all manner of strange defences against the piereing frost, 
intermingled with military costumes, and a few Indians loung- 
ing by in their blanket coats and war-plumes. ‘The hall of the 
Leyislative Couneil is certainly a spacious and lofty room, with a + 
splendid throne, and the usual superfluity of gilding and varnish. 
* + * ‘The members of the House of Assombly, being sum. 
‘moned, appeared below the bar, and the Governor read his 
speech over with very distinet utleranee and much quiet sel 
possession, 4 

‘One of the papers of that time viewed the function through 
| different spectacles. The editor chronicles the opening of the 
session of 1835 as follows: “His Exeelleney, the Lieutonant- 
Governor proceeded to-day in great state to the Parliament 
Buildings. A little after three clock he took his seat on a 
splendid chair at the foot of a gorgeous and expensive gew ga 
i called the ‘Throne, and the Commons being in attendanee in 
| | ‘obedience to his summons, he direeted them to retire and elect 
i 

















a Speaker, His Address will be delivered to-morrow and will 
be called ‘The Speech’ Nothing can well be conceived more | 
vain, shalowy and unimportant than the whole of this eeremony. 

‘The Commons dutifully retired as they were ordered, and His 
Excellency returned home in the same Viee-Regal state in which 
he left, and thus the gaudy farce was coneluiled—as far as His 
Excellency was concerned ! 











Famous Scenes in the Old Chamber 69 


[As another specimen of the journalistie methods of those stir~ 
ring days, the above description was followed by picturesque, 
Hf not libellous, account of the keen debate that ensued over the 
appointment of Marshall Spring Bidwell as Speaker, Attorney 
oneral Hagerman leading the Opposition to the nominee, The 
journal roferred to, in reporting Hagerman’s specch, deseribed 
hia with 
“One eye half clos, half out his slay'ring tongue, 
His twisted nose from nature's part half wr 

But we will not pursue the description lest it may be too 
flattering to his vanity 

‘Truly the early western journalism could hardly improve upon 
the acidity and satire of the editor's quill of fifty years ago, or 
more, in our own Province 











CHAPTER VIL 
THE REPORTERS’ GALLERY, 


THE freedom of the pres so far as the right to report 
‘nd publish and comment apon parliamentary pro- 
ceedings was concerued, was only oblained after the 
Upper Canada Parliament had existed for forty yeare 

or more and after many a baile had boen fought for the 
AP” privilege, Indeed, the reporters’ gallery of torday, with 
the freedom end ope given lis oapant i ons of the boon 
that was prasially unknown in the days when afro expresion 
of opinion or adverse criti result in fines and imprison. 
mae As early as 1812 the publisher of the Vork Gactis John 
Cameron and Baward McBride, fll foul of some of the legisla 
ore one of whom moved tht ho offending series bo brought to 
the ime of the House to answer fan alloged "indecent ner, 
tin," which presmably feted upon the mover, Allan MeLean 
the member for Frontense Thus early did th cont between 
press and Parliament open, though in this pertcular ease, the 
Inotion ofthe ofended tember was nogaived 
Sloweph Wileeks was, in addition to being @ member of the 

i Legilatre the founder and editor ofthe Upper Canada, Guar. 

| dian end Freeman's Sournat, and in thin ntter capacity fro 

| 
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quently came in conflict with the House to such an extent that 
fines and imprisonment were inflicted upon him, and he was at 
length compelled to stop the publication of his journal. He is 
entered in the Journals of 1814 as one of the deserters to the 
American army, and was afterwards killed at the siege of Fort 
Erie. The fact that Lientenant-Governar Gore referred to him 
‘as “that excerable monster who would deluge the Provinee with 
10 
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blood,” is sufficient evidence that Willeocks was strongly antago- 
nistie to the Government of that day. 

‘The Journals of the House during tho ‘twenties contain fre 
quent allusions to the subject of permitting reporters to attend 
tthe sessions, as well as to whether an official reporter should be 
Appointed. Resolutions favoring these innovations were fre- 
quently made only to be defeated by the wise parliamentarians 
who probably viewed the proposals with no little alarm. During 
the session off1821, £75 was appropriated to defray the expenses 
‘of reporting the debates of the House. Eleven members objected 
to this, but twenty-one voted for it. 

‘The two journalists who came most frequently into conflict 
with the Exeeutive and the Assembly, were undoubtedly Fruneis 
Collins and William Lyon Mackenzie. ‘The former waged a 
when, as a reporter for the Upper Canada 
Gazette (published by the King’s Printer, Dr. Horne), he offended 
the Government with his reports, till 1834, when the cholera 
included him as one of its vietims, his paper, the Freeman, 
ceasing to exist at the same time, Daring the score of years that 
intervened, sharp reprimands, apologies and libel suits were 
but preliminary to imprisonment. One sentence, in 1828, 
ineluded a fine of £50, imprisonment for a year, and seeurity for 
{good behavior for throe years after his liberation, and to stand 
‘committed until all these conditions should be complied with. 
He remained in gaol for several months, during which time the 
fine was paid by publie subscription. His ease was made the 
subject of parliamentary enquiry in 1829, and at Inst freedom 
ame, but not until bis spirit was broken and his fortune 
wrecked. His sentence was no less severe than that imposed 
upon Bartemnus Ferguson, the publisher of the Niagara Spectator, 
who, in 1817, because letter written by Robert Gourl 
been inserted ‘in his paper, but during his absenee and without 
his knowledge, was sentenced to pay a fine of £50, to be impri- 
soned for eighteen months, and that in the course of the first 
month of his imprisonment “he do stand in the public pillory 
fone hour,” and finally, that he give seeurity for his good 
‘behavior for seven years after the expiration of his term of 
incarceration 
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The practice of voting grants to certain editors or reporters 
Jed, as a matter of course, to changes of favoritism against the 
Government by the Opposition organs, nevertheless this method. 
prevailed for some years after the right of reporting at all was 
debated and fought to a successful issue, ‘Thus grouping the 
sessions of 1832, 1833 and 1834, the following payments: were 
made by the House: George Gumett (editor of the Courier). 
£825; J. Carey (of the Observer), £100; Francis Collins (editor 
of the Freeman), £150; 8. 8. Junkins (reporter on the Chris- 
tian Guardian), £250; J. King (of the Correspondent), £50, and 
M. Walton (of the Counier and Patriot), £100. Dr. O'Grady 
editor of the Correspondent, in 1884, strongly objected tothe al- 
Jeged favoritism shown, and, after a special committee had investi- 
gated the matter, received a grant of £75, ‘The redoubtable edi 
tor of the Colonial Advocate, William Lyon Mackenzie, declined 
to present his account to the special committee for the three 
years mentioned. “Having been greatly injured by that House 
(1834),” he says, “and put to mueh trouble and expense by its un 
just proceedings towards me and towards the constituency I 
represent, and having also been subject to along series of ungen- 
erous misrepresentations through the press it upheld by votes of 
the public money, I thought it would be the right eourse to de- 
cline the application to put in a bill, I believed it probable that the 
people at the then ensuing elections would elect representatives 
that would not forget to do justice to any equitable claim I might 
hhave upon the justice of the country.” ‘The same House of 1834. 
voted him £225 for publishing the proceedings of the Assembly 
during the three years provious. 

By the time the then new buildings were oecapied in 1831-2, 
the advocates of a reporting system were successful in having 
Francis Collins, John Carey and George Gurnett appointed to 
report the Debates and Votes of this House; that they shall re- 
port on successive days ; that each reporter shall leave. fair copy 
of his report with the Clerk on the ensuing morning after each 
Debate, to which all proprietors of newspapers shall have accoss.” 
Gurnett was paid £150, and Collins and Carey £100 each for 
their services, and tho Sergeant-at-Arms was even dirveted “to 
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gota place constructed for the convenience of such persons as 
thay be pleated to attend this House and report ita prose, 
"The importance the toro reporter’ galleries played during the 
paslinmentary life of the old buildings must ot be overlooked 
for while many public men developed their name nnd fame a2 
enbars below, many another renched publicity and mucous ve 
the two little overhanging galleries that flanked the Speakers 
throne. "The late Hon. Thomas White was a member of the gu 
lexy at on time, when he was known as“ Curly headed Tom. of 
the Peterboro Review. Colonel Chanberlin late Queen's printer 
of the Dominion, and at that time part proprietor ofthe Montreal 
Gazette, along with Me. Lowe, the present Dominion Deputy 
Minister of Ageicaltor, were also among the number Dr. Kings 
i ford, the well-known Canadian historian, occasionally listened to. 
the debates from the reporters gallery, having a right of en!ay 
by being a contibator to the editorial columns of th the 
ader an the Colonist 
. Mr, William Buckingham, the joint anthor of the recently 
published Life of Alexander Mackenzie, came to Canada in the 
fever of the agitation, in 1867, fr th principe of representation 
by population, and immediately joinel the sta of the Globe ax 
shorthand writer. After following George Brown on the hast 
ings, he took his place in the gallery onthe opening of the new 
arate, whore ite staff the peer won tcngited forthe 
renewal of the eoafet in fact, the gallery probably mover cons 
tained such a strong forer as during the seasions of the Sixth 
Union Paeliament. Mf Edwards, who afterwards removed to 
4) Washington and there died, was the togular hand with Me 
Buckingham at that time on the lobe. "They were afterwards 
associated with cach other in Quuboc in reporting ofl the 
Confederation debates, regusded at the tnt a a great eatin 
the winged ar” Mr. Hateonr, facile writer, whe ha only 
$P —_etenly come fiom England, and who son retamed thither 
also took his turn with the Globes regular staff when. they 
were rushed. Mx Penny, afterward Senator, one of the pre 
prietors of the Montreal Herld, who. hal engaged to give 
aout half his time fo the Globe, practically completed the Par 
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Mr. W. HL Ory, then of the Oshawa Vindiea- 
joined the staf? Inter. Mr. Penny, while a 
his day at 





Fiamentary staff 
tor, now of Toronto, 
very fair shorthand writer, was one of the best men of 
wand to take down, in good newspaper form, the substance of 
ate as it proceeded, being an able man and havin, 
ge of the topies of the day. His partner, Mr 
Kinnear, also had a seat in the gallery—at the far end—and at: 
tended with great regularity, Mr. Gordon Brown, now of Osgoode 
Hall, was also on duty afternoon and night for the better par 
of the time when the long and interesting debates on the * Rights 
of Upper Canada” were in progress 

The Inte Josiah Blackburn, of the London Free Press, was 
‘among the reporters on the Liberal side, ‘The Lender and the 
Colonist were the chief papers represented in the then Ministerial 
side of the gallery (which was to the left of the Speaker), the 
principal shorthand writers being Mr. Greig and Mr. Charles 
Belford, both deceased, and William Coldwell, who was, in addi 
tion, a House reporter. ‘Taking his press, type and outfit by ox: 
team across the prairie from St. Paul to Winnipeg (then Fort 
Garry), Coldwell afterward leeame the pioneer of the press in 
the North-west, in eonjunetion with Mr. Buckingham. Charles 
Lindsay, one of the registrars for Toronto, was a frequent 
visitor, as was George Sheppard, the editor of the Colonist. The 
latter, after the writing of the famous article in the Colonist 
headed, “Whither are we drifting?” joined for a time the 
editorial staff of the Globe, ‘Thus with Geonge Brown, Gorton 
Brown, the Hon, Wi, MeDongall, and George Sheppard, the 
Liberal ongan had a force of strong and able men. Mr. Sheppard 
was afterwards connected with the Hamilton ‘Pies and the New 
York Times, He went from the New York Times to London, 
England, and has resided there almost ever since. He lately 
came over again to America, but has retired from active journal- 
fem, Another oeeasional visitor was Mr. Huntington, before he 
eeame a member of the House and an “Honorable” He was 
then writing for an eastern townships paper: 

‘The trials of eontested elections by committees, and the trans- 
ference of them at times to the floor of the House, with the 
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examination of witnesses at the bar, greatly protracted the busi- 
ness of Parliament, b 





ut were a relief to the reporters, as one 
member of the staff was quite able to follow the questions and 
answers; every question being in writing, and the answers being 
taken down in writing by Mr. Lindsay, who was clerk of the 
House 

‘The Legislative Council was reported by Mr. Le Sueur, at that 
time Superintendent of the Money Onder branch of the Post 
Offiee Department, who was a good reporter in Tonghand 
scholarly man, possessing an 
well as English 

Mr. A. M. Burgess, of the Department of the Interior, Ottawa, 
was a shorthand writer on the Globe at one time, and was after. 
‘ward an offieial reporter of the Parliament debates 

‘There was a good deal of transcribing of speeches in the Lower 


House, as the Globe required many speeches of great length in 
rte 





cellent knowledge of French as 

















but the accommodation in the shape of the retiring 
ooms for the reporters was simply wretehed, and this was eon 
tantly being eneroached upon. The day and night work during 
the long sessions in Toronto of 1858 and 1859. was something 








aweful, an old newspaper man writes me. 

The oceupants of the gallery since Confederation include 
nearly all of the leading newspaper men of ‘Toronto, and indeed 
‘of the Dominion—such as William Inglis (now assistant librarian 
of the Legislative library), A. H. Dymond, principal of the Insti 
tute for the Blind at Brantford, N. F, Davin, M.P,, William Hous. 
ton, W. F. MeLean, MLP., R. W. Phipps, C.D. Barr, lato of the 
Lindsay Post, James Innes, MP, now of the Guelph Mercury, 
J.T, Hawke, of the Moneton, N.. Transcript, 3. B. MeCready 
itor of the St, John Telegraph, Molyneux St.John, at present 
connected with the Canadian Pacific Railway, C. W. Bunting, 
managing editor of the ‘Toronto Muit, as well as a majority « 
the present Hansard staff. It would be invidious as well as dif 
Feult to inelude all the names, 

Jn many senses the reporters’ gallery has been a training 
school for the successful journaliste of to-day. Certain it is that 
the press galleries, with their long list of occupants d 
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Pant sixty years, have played a not unimportant part in bringing 
thout the reforms that emanated from the legislators below then. 
A-great advance upon the old quarters in the Front-street 
building is seen in the new building, where a deep gallery, run- 
ning aeross the southern end of the chamber, has been set apart 
for the use of the press, in addition to two adjoining rooms 
Tn concluding this brief chapter it may be well to insert the 
names of those who compose the staff first using the new gallery 
‘Empire—H. Burrows, W, H. Dickson, P. F. Cronin and C. T. 
Long. 
Globe J. Kelso, George Simpson, J. E. Atkinson S. T. Wood. 
Mail, Alex. Fraser, J. A. Currie, Alex, Smith, J. Jackson. 
World —W. Wilkinson. 
Telegram.—sohn Robinson, Roden Kingsmill. 
‘News —A. M. Burns, Charles Ryan. 
homas Gregg, J. Hamilton, 
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CHAPTER VIL, 


THE LIEUTENANT-COVERNORS AND THEIR HOMES 


FAPAHE viographies of the seven men who occupied the 
Hepa, Veutenant-Gorernorship from 1792 to 1841-—Simeoe, 
)) Hunter, Gore, Maitland, Colborne, Bond Head and 
Arthur—when read together, give « key-note to the 
$8 ideas and poliey ofthe English Government regarding their 
FE" North American colony, and emphasize a fact that peshape 
needs no emphasis, viz, that it is difficult for an exeeative in an 
old land, with long-established enstoms and. precedents, to le 
late intelligently for, or control in the wisest manner, an adjunct 
of the British Empire thrve thousand miles distant. "The pr 
tice of rewarding men who had acquired fame in eonneetion with 
the army, by appointing them to the Lieutenant Governorship of 
Upper Canada did not eonduee to the best results for the new 
province, As a rule, the soldier-governor was not only out of 
touch with the eitizen-setler, but the attempt of the former to 
fet up 1 sort of eourt did much to create & gulf between the 
governors and the governed 
That there were exceptions to this general statement is also 
true, especially in the ease of Simeoo, who, while he maintained 
4 certain old-world dignity in conneetion with his high offi, 
proved himself to bea wise statesman and a high-minded admin. 
istrator, ever zealous for the inauguration of ‘new conditions and 
the development of the provinee. Tt is difficult, to realize the 
amount of work he erowded into the six years he held office here, 
and the record of his labors in Upper Canada, as ably detailed 
by his biographer, Mr. D. B. Read, confirms the encomitmn of the 
latter that Simcoe ranked high as a citizen, sold 
istrator 
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Passing over any further reference to the administrators 
‘and presidents than is contained in preceding chapters, a few 
additional paragraphs may be given regarding the Lieutenant 
Governors and their official residences. ‘The Lieutenant-Gor 
nor following Simeoe was Peter Hunter, who was in addition 
Commander-in-Chief for the provinee, and who peregrinated 
Detween York and Quebee, While occupying Government House 
in York, he exercised an authority in contrast to that of Presi 
dent Russel, inasmuch as the conduct of public affairs was much 
‘more satisfactory in the issuing of long-delayed patents, and in 
other ways Governor Hunter's administration was highly 
successful, andl his qualities of resoluteness and justice as marked 
‘as his unswerving integrity, and we ean well believe the state 
ment that “in the course of a few years he brought the infant 
colony to an unparalleled state of prosperit 

Upon the death of Governor Hunter, Francis Gore was sent 
from England to succeed him, and during his long though inter- 
rupted term of office, he proved the unwisdom of the home 
Government in its choice of araler. With him might was often 
right, and, with his official power, the former triumphed over the 
latter. During his frst term of six years he came in sharp eon- 
flict with many of the inhabitants, and, viewed in the light of 
history, acted an unwise part in. his seeming persecution of those 
who opposed his opinions or his rule. ‘The result was an anta- 
gonism between him and the public that largely militated 
against the good he might have done, and that did much to 
inaugurate the schism hetween the publie and“ the family com: 
pact,” that afterward developed into an incipient revolution 
Gore is deseribed as the type of a country squire of a former 
day, looking good-humored, and shrewd, sturdy and self-willed 
and fond of good cheer, His self-will rather than his good 
Iamor was illustrated on the oeeasion when he carried out his 
threat to “ dismiss the rascals,” the raseals being no less than the 
members of the legislature who had dared to vote adversely to 
his opinions, An entry in the Journals reads: “On Monday, 
Tth April, at eleven o'clock a.m,, before the minutes of the former 
day were read and without any provious notice, the Commons, to 
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the great surpriso of all the members, were summoned to the bar 
of the Legislative Couneil, when His Exeelleney put an end to 
the Session,” upon the ground that their longer absence from 
thoir respective avocations would be too great a sacrifice! ‘The 
Squireslike Governor left York on leave of absence in 1811 
returning in 1815 and remaining until 1818, when he returned 
again to England, 

In 1818, Sir Peregrine Maitland arrived on the seene and held 
office for a period of ten years, during which time the Family 
Compact flourished, and the struggle for responsible Government 
was carried on between the Governor and his executive on one 
hhand, and the “fathers of reform” on the other. Maitland was, 
first of all, the military officer, a deseendent of a noble family, 
with inherited military instinets. Dr. Seaddling thus deseribes 
hhim from memory, “Here (in St, James’ Church) with great 
regularity was to be soon passing to and from the place of honor 
assigned him, Sir Peregrine Maitland, a tall, rave officer, always 
in military undress, his countenanee ever Wearing a mingled 
expression of sadness and benevolence, like that whieh one may 
‘observe on the face of Charles the ‘Tenth, whose portrait reealls 
the whole head and figure of this early Governor of Upper 
Canada, 

Like Sir Francis Bond Head a few years later, Sir Peregrine 
found a troublesome and ever-annoying opponent in William 

yon Mackenzie, who attacked the Governor in the columns of 
the Colonial Advocate. Sir Peregrine, as one means of revenge, 
‘ordered the foundation stone of Brock’s monument to be opened, 
and the obnoxious sheet removed and destroyed, Tn. his nunner~ 
cous conflicts with his opponents, the Governor would no doubt. 
justify himself inrthe arbitrary course he frequently took, and 
the vigorous, if unusual, methods he adopted. His government 
‘of the provinee called down upon him the strietures of the 
‘opponents of the Family Compact, while historians, such as Dent, 
suin up his work as “ten years of misrule.” He was probably 
ill-itted, either by training or temperament, to adapt himself to 
the eonditions and necessities of a new colony, and his transfer to 
Nova Scotia was a wise move on the part of the Home Govern: 
ment 
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Sir Jolm Colborne followed Sir Peregrine Maitland, and reign= 
ed for six years as the head of the provines and the master of 
Elmstey House. Sir John was the counterpart of the Duke of 
Wellington in appearanee, except that the former was the taller 
being six feet one in height—a fine physical specimen of a man, 
One slight defect was noticeable in his otherwise symmetrical 
features, oveasioned by an injury to one of his eyes, received. in 
battle, He was in every sense a soldier, in training, bearing and 
aptitude, being one of the most noted generals of the Peninsular 
War, while some historians attribute the winning of Waterloo to 
Sir John and his Fifty-Second Regiment. ‘To be the general of 
‘the greatest regiment known in arms sinee arms were first 
borne hy men was to him no doubt the fulfilment of a high am- 
bition, "He was, too, a man of scholarly tastes, a great student of 
history, and an apt linguist. Mrs. Jamieson has written of him 
that his mind appem 
valrous honor, and that he was a man whom she always heard 
‘mentioned with great respect and veneration. Like his predeces= 
sor, he occupied the Governor's pew in St. James’ chureh—a eano 
pied section, over which was suspended a tablet bearing the royal 
farms, He always exhibited great simplicity of character, and a 
Aislike to ostentation. In every respect he made a model and. 
able Governor, his administration of affairs in Upper Canada add- 
ing not a little to the high reputation he had won for himself. 
Probably no occupant of Government House had so many 
problems to face, or so many difficulties to meet, as Sir Francis 
Bond Head, who reached Toronto on the 2n1 of January, 1536, 
and who remained until 1838, From first to last his chief bete 
noir was William Lyon Mackenzie, rogarding whom he uses the 
strongest terms the English language affords 
exception, the most notorious Tiar in all our country,” the Gov- 
arrative, “He lies out of every pore in his 
skin. Whether he be sleeping or waking, on foot or on horseback, 








{to her to be east in an antique mold of 




















He is, without 





cernor writes in hie 


talking with his neighbors or writing for a newspaper, a multi 
tudinous swarm of lies, visible, palpable and tangible, are buzzing 
and settling about him like flies around a horse in August.” 
Similar expressions of contempt by the seore figure in the Gov- 














‘The Lieutenant-Governors and their Homes. SI 


ernor's pages, from “ that insignifieant pedlar-lad” to “ this low- 
bred, vulgar man.” He alls him in addition “an unprineipled 
vagrant, a grievanee-monger, a broken-down pedlar, an arch-agi 
tator,” and in Mackenzie's grievance report of 558 pages, there 
existed, in the expressed opinion of the knight of Government. 
House, more than three times as many gross falschoods as pages 
The Narrative (of nearly 500 pages) is intended by Sir Francis as 
1a vindication of the course he pursued during the troublous times 
‘of 1836-8; or, in his words,“ the most violent, and certainly the 
most eventful, moral struggle that has ever taken plaee in our 
North American colonies” By June of 1886 he had tendered his 
resignation to Lord Glenelg, though the change in the complexion 
of parties, resulting from the election of 1836, when the “ consti 
tutionists” were forty-five in number, and the “republicans 
seventeen, raised his spirits and his hopes of a speedy settlement 
of the diffiulties that surrounded him, But. the threatened 
troubles came tow hoa in the following year, reference to which 
hhas already been made in Chapter VI 

Sir Francis was known to bo the best horseman in England, 
and it is not to be wondered at, therefore, that he traversed the 
greater part of the provinee on horseback, and when in Toronto 
took for a daily constitutional a eanter or trot around the Huw: 
ber Plains, as the route was called, that is, crossing the Humber 
near the lake, and returning vi Lambton Mills, a distance of ten 
for twelve miles, It also follows that Isis stables contained the 
best animals that could be obtained. 

Sir Francis was a distinguished engineer as well, He was, in 
fact, first brought to publie notiee by blowing up a lot of housos 
in Edinburgh to prevent the spreading of a fire, it being the 
first time such a feat of engineering, if it may be so termed, was. 


attempted, He afterwards added to his fame by erossing the 


Andes in the interests of English shareholders in South Ameriean 
‘The arrival of a newly-appointed Lieutenant-Governor was 
always the occasion for a felicitous address, and Sir Francis was 
no exception to the rule, In the “ Emigrant” he gives an inter 
esting account of a presentation of an address to him by: the 
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House of Assembly in the old Chamber: “Within a week after 
ty arrival at Toronto,” he writes, “Thad to receive an address 
from the Speaker and Commons’ House of Assembly ; and on en- 
‘quiring in what manner I was to perform the part in the cere. 
‘mony allotted to me, I was informed that I was to sit very still 
on a large seatlet chair, with my hat on. ‘The first half was ovi 
dently an easy job ; but the latter was really revolting to my 
habits and feelings, and as I thought I ought to try and govern 
bby my head and not by my hat, felt convinced that the former 
would risk nothing by being for a few minutes divorced from the 
latter, and accordingly determined with white gloves to hold the 
thing in my hands. [happened to mention my intention to an 
Upper Canadian, and never shall I forget the look of silent seorn 
with which he listened to me. I really quite quailed beneath the re- 
Proof, which, without the utterance of a word, and after scanning 
‘me from head to foot, his mild, intelligent, faithful countenance 
real to me, and which but too clearly expressed—" What! to 
purchase five minutes’ loathsome popularity, will you barter one 
of the few remaining prerogatives of the British Crown? Will 
you, for the vain hope of concilinting insatiable demoeracy, mean: 

ly sell to it one of the distinctions of your station? Miserable 
tan! beware, before it is too late, of surrendering piecemeal that 
which it is your duty to maintain, and for which, after all, you 
will only receive in exchange contumely and contempt! I re- 
‘mained for a few seconds as mute as my Canadian mentor, and 
then, without taking any notiee of the look with which he had 
been chastising me, I spoke to him on some other subjects, but T 
lid not forget the pieture T had seen, and accordingly my hat 
Was tight enough on my head when the Speaker bowed to it, and 
T shall ever feel indebted to that man for the sound political les 

son_he tought me, 


























Sir Francis’ term of office came to an end, as has been said, 
in 1838, when his resignation was accepted, after Lord Durhau 
had made his report, ii which the Governor was more of less re- 
flected upon. ‘The latter took occasion in his works to defend 
himself, and, in turn, to animadvert upon Lord Durham's meth: 
ods of examining into the state of the country, and of the eon: 
clusions he arrived at. 
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His Excclleney’s successor was Sir George Arthur, who was 
the last Lieutenant. House be 
fore the Union Aet of 1841 eame into force, ‘The new C 
had the fate of the convicted insurgents largely in his hands, and 





jovernor to occupy Governm 





his provious experience of governing in British Honduras and 
Van Dieinan’s Land had not’ tes 
charity towards transgressors of the law, though in his first public 
address he said that magnanimity rather than harshness and 
his poliey. Despite this, the law was allowed 

to take its course, and Lount and Matthews were execated, while 
‘others were sentenced to imprisonment or transportation, 

With the union of the two provinees Sir George Arthur's 
J, and for nine years, and until Lord Elgin 
‘came as Governor-General of the united provinees, Government 
House had no official oceupants, Sir Edmund Head followed 
Elgin as Governor-General in 1855-59. Whon Confederation 
was accomplished, the present Government House was ereeted 
upon the site of Elmsley House, with Major-General Stisted as 
the first occupant, in 1867, followed by Sir W. P. Howland in 
1868, Hon. John Crawford in 1873, Hon, D. A. Macdonald in 
1877, Hon, John Beverley Robinson in 1881, Sir Alexander 
Campbell in 1888, and Hon. George A. Kirkpatrick in 1892, 

The homes of the Lieutenant-Governors, presidents and ad 
rministrators appointed to 
ing the century are worthy of a reference, Navy Hall, at New 
ark, has the honor of being the first Upper Canadian official resi- 
dence, where Simeoe resided, ‘The first Govermnent House in 
York was the canvas tent erected by Gi 
first visited York, and which he occupied temporarily until his 
residence was built-on the banks of the Don, known as Castle 
Frank. Among the first permanent buildings constructed was 
a Government House in elose proximity to the powder magazine 
and Freneh fort at the western end of the embryo town, while 
the parliament buildings stood at the extreme eastern end. The 
Governor's residence met similar fate to the legislative halls 
when the Ametieans invaded the town—not by fire only, hovr 
ever, but the explosion of the powder magazine effectually shat 





ded to fill him with overmueh 
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tered and riddled Government House and its surrounding one- 
story structures, but iés inmates having eseaped in good time no 
loss of life oecurred, such as happened at the powder magazine. 
Following Simeoe, Russell, Hunter, Grant and Brock presided 
in this pioneer Government House, until its fall as above deseribed 
Afterward, the frame residence of Chief Justice Elmsley, situs 
ated at the south-west corer of King and Simeoe-strects, and 
known as Elmsley House, was purchased and converted into a. 
Government House, Between 1813 and the union of 1841 this 
uilding was used as an official residence by five Lieutenant 
Governors, Sir Francis Gore, Sir Peregrine Maitland, Sir John 
Colborne, Sir Franeis Bond Head and Sir George Arthur. It 
was last used by Sir Edmund Head in 1854, when the peregrin 
ating parliament anet in the Front-street buildings Before its 
destruction by fire, Elmsley House was bricked in, and thus 
greatly improved in appearance 
Another official residence for a time was Ehusley Villa, which 
stood near where the Central Presbyterian church now stands, on 
Gloueester-street. Lord Elgin oceupied it in 1844-5, upon his ar- 
rival in Toronto after the burning of the parliament buildings in 
Montreal, which necessitated the meeting of the parliament in 
Toronto. Elmsley Villa was built by Captain Macaulay, and 
after Lord Elgin left Toronto it was used by Knox College 
Beverley House is assoeinted with the name of Ponlett 
Thomson, afterward Lord Sydenham, who was given the title of 
Baron Sydenham, of Sydenham, in Kent and Toronto, in Canada, 
‘and who resided in it in 1889-40. This residence still stands on 
the north-east comer of John and Riehmond-streets, On 
fal historian has recorded the fact that the Governor-General 
brought about the union of 1840 because he had built a lange 
kitchen at the rear of the residence and desired to remain in 
Toronto to enjoy it. He died in 1841, at the early age of 
from the injuries received by falling from a horse just on the eve 
of his intended return to England. Beverley House was evidently 
social centre during Lord Sydenham's régime, with his three 
ners a week and a weekly reeeption, 
‘The Government House of to-day was built in 1867, on the 
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completion of Confederation, by the Sandfield Maedonald Govern: 
ment, at a cost of $100,000, the Hon, John Carling being the 
Commissioner of Public Works, and the late John Elliott, of 
Brantford, the contractor 

‘The memories of many interesting incidents cluster around 


these vice-regal mansions, especially in connection with the social 


aand military life of those early days when, as now, the hospitality 
was unbounded, and the seenes of gaiety are. still held in special 
remembrance by those who live totellof them, ‘They were often, 
too, the meeting place of the Exeeutive Couneil and, on rare oc. 
casions, of the Legislative Council, when the troubles of 1837 
were developing, and secret and emengeney meetings of both the 
Executive and the Council were held to consider the unwonted 
situation 

Military seenes also played a prominent part within the walls, 
not only when military balls were given, but on oeeasions such 
fas when Sir Peregrine Maitland presented a stand of colors to 
the West York Militia on the anniversary of St. George, amid a 
royal salute and the cheers of the onlookers, or Sir Francis Bond 
Head had a flag-raising soon after his arrival, 
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CHAPTER IX. 


THE “ PRIVILEGES” OF THE HOUSE, 


VER since the day the first parliam« 


it was evolved 
from the rude conditions of fendalism, the members 
thereof have observed a stern jealousy of their 





privileges,” as they have been termed—a jealous 





so stern and implaenble in fue, as to enue many an 
22 offending commoner and citizen to lament his attempt to 
infringe upon them or to dispute their right of existon 
The parliamentarians of our own Upper Canadian Legislature 
wore no less watchful of those sacred and vested rights Before 
the second session of the fist Parliament had been prorogued in 
1703, Sherif Shechan, of the Niagan District, was made a sub- 
jot of censure by the House for having served a writ of capiae 
ary to his privilege? and the offending 
officer was only exeused from having to appear at the bar of the 
our, to be farther dealt with, from a convietion that want 
reflection, and not contempt, had made him goilty of such a 
marked infringement upon the aforesaid * privileges 
"Tho Shoriff-of the Home Distriet and his deputy had a nar 
row escape from perpetrating a similar error in 1S12, when, at 
the instanee of William Warren Baldwin, « barrister, they 
asked to serve 0 writ of capias on Alexander McDonell, te 
member for Glengarry, and also the Speaker. ‘Thereupon all eon- 
nected with the “out 


‘upon a member * eon 











je” were summoned before Parliament 





Baldwin audaciously insisted that a member of the House was 

not entitled to the privilege of non-arrest, as it was a House of 

Assembly only, and not a House of Parliament, John Small, 

Clerk of the Crown, who administered the oath (taken by a Mis 

Jordan), pleaded ignorance of his error and prayed for pardon, 
st 
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‘but dismissal was the penalty meted out to him, Baldwin, it 
seems, eame tinder the direct control of the Legislative Council 
‘as Master in Chancery, and forfeiture of his office was his share 
of the penalties, but after a fow days Baldwin was restored to 
coilice at the request of the Assembly, the members feeling, no 
doubt, that he had had a salutary losson. 

TE the members of the two Houses held strong opinions regard 
ing their privileges, the Governors of the province were no less 
‘emphatic as to their exelusive rights, Simeoe, for instance, was 
in a constant state of conflict with Lord Dorchester, who was 
stationed at Quebec as the Commander of the North American 
forces. ‘They not only differed as to the best means of serving 
the public interests, but Simcoe petulantly declared that “he 
‘understood neither His Lordship's military or civil views in re 
spect to Upper Canada,” and asked the Home Government to 
igive him leave to act dirvet and independent of the Commander 
in-Chief; but this request was refused, while many of Simeow's 
ambitions and progressive schemes for the betterment of the 
provinee were either jgnored or decided against. Writing direet 
to Dorchester, the incensed Governor of Navy Hall tolls him 
that had he, Simeoe, known that all his views as to the public 
service were held to be erroneous and to be checked, he could not 
have held office: and these differences of opinion only ended 
when Simeoe left Upper Canada for another sphere of labor 

‘The House of 1806 had a complaint that the first and most 
constitutional privilege of the Commons had been violated in the 
application of moneys ont of the Provincial Treasury to various 
purposes without the assent of Parliament, or a vote of the Com: 
‘mons House of Assembly. The latter memorialized the Lieutenant- 
Governor as follows: “To comment on this departure from eon: 
stituted authority and fiseal establishment must be more than 
painful to all who appreciate the advantages of our happy Con: 
stitution, and who wish their continuance to tho latest posterity 
‘but however studious we may be to abstain from stricture wo 
cannot suppress the mixed emotions of relative condition ; we feel 
it as the representatives of a free people, we lament it as. the 
subjects of a beneficent Sovereign, and we hope that you, in your 
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relation to both, will more than sympathize in so extraoninar 
‘an occurrence. We heg leave to apnex hereto a schedule o 
‘moneys 80 misapplied, amounting to six hundred and thi 
pounds, thirteen shillings and sevenpenes, and trast that you 
will not only order that sum to be replaced in the Provineial 
Treasury, but will also direct that no moneys be issued thereout 
in future without the astent of Parliament, or a vote of the 
Commons House of Assembly.” 

The absence of members without sufficient reason from their 
parliamentary duties was looked upon by those in attendance 
with a disapprobation as marked as that manifested when a 
flagrant breach of privilege ocurred or was suspected. More 
than half of the members of the first parliament of 1792 failed 
to respond to the summons to appear in Newark on the 17th of 
September of that year, but no special notice was taken of absen- 
tees until tho next session, when Christopher Robinson, Timothy 
‘Thompson, Richard Wilkinson, John MeDonell, ‘Thomas Smith, 
‘Thomas MeKeo and Mr. Hanlison were severally named three 
times in succession without any of them appearing, ‘The time 
hhad eome to deal with a matter 80 serious, Robinson, Hardison 
and MeDonell were, upon motion, exonsed on the ground of ill 
ness, but as to the others, the House went into committee of the 
whole to adopt proper measures for compelling their attendance 

For many sessions thereafter the House felt itself called 


to doal with representatives who did not attend to their publie 


duties, and investigations into the eause of non-appearanee were 
frequently held. A new method of bringing the offenders to time 
‘was adopted in 1810, when the absentecs were to be considered 
fas being in the eustody of the Sorgeant-at-Arms, and were not 
to be discharged until they should pay the customary fees est 

lished in the Parliament of the United Kingdom in like eases, un- 
less they could show to tho satisfaction of the House sufficient 
‘cause for their absence. ‘This eure proved to be ineffective, and 
at last the exasperated House ordered medical attendants to ex- 
amine Benajah Mallory, Philip Sovereign, Joseph Willeocks, John 
Roblin, and John and James Wilson, and report the state of their 
health to the Bar of the House, Doctors Richardson and Lee 
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‘were assigned to this task, and reported that while one was really, 
indisposed and unable to attend, the rest woul be sufficiently 
covered to be prosent the following day, the inferenee being, that: 
tho latter had boon feigning. illness. 

Another breach of privilege was that of which Robert Nichol 
was guilty in 1812, Nichol, as a road commissioner, fell foul of 
the House in the eriticisms passed by the latter upon his work, 
and the expenditure of publie money’ entrusted to him, Not only 
did he use words disrespeetful to the House, but he was also ad- 
jndged guilty of “making a false, malicious, and. seandalons re 
presentation to the person administering the Government, rela 
tive to the proceedings of the House.” Added to all this was the 
further denial of the right of the Assembly to commit an offender 
for an alleged breach of privilege. But committed he was for his 

high contempt,” and out of that action arose another insult to 
the House on the part of the Hon. Thomas Scott, Chief Justice, 
who liberated Nichol after the Honse had committed him and 
sont the Sergeant-at-Arms to Long Point, at a cost of £35, to 
arrest Nichol. So strong was the feeling aroused that the House 
petitioned the Prine Regent in reference to the action of the 
Chief Justice 

Tt was about this same time that the Commons petitioned 
Governor Gore in reference to another insult offered not on 
to them, but to the whole country, by one John Mills Jackson, 
‘who appears to have been a disturbing pamphleteer. ‘Their peti- 
tion read as follows 
To His Execlleney, Francis Gore, Esq, Lieutenant-Governor of 

the Provinee of Upper Canada, May it please Your Exeel- 
leney 

We, His Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons of 
Upper Canada, in Parliament assembled, beg leave to assure Your 
Exeelleney of our approbation of Your Execlleney’s administra- 
tion of the government of this province, whieh, sinee your arrival 


‘among us, has increased in wealth, prosperity and commerce far 
exceeding our most sanguine expectations, aided by your wise 
and liberal exertions to promote the same, We should not in- 
trude upon Your Exeelleney at this time to express the general 
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sentiment of the people of this provinee, did not we feel ourselves 
called apon and impelled by a sense of that duty which we owe 
to our constituents, His Majesty's loyal subjects of this province 
to you, sir, as administering the Government thetwof, and to that 
angast Sovereign whom we reganl as the father of his people 
only to express our abhorrence and indignation at a pamphlet 
before us, addressed to the King, Lords and Commons of the 
4 Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, containing in al: 
us on Your Bx 
celleney and His Majesty's Executive Government, the House of 
Assembly, and the loyal inhabitants of this provines, under the 
jgnature of John Mills Jackson, tending to misrepresent a brave 
and loyal portion of His Majesty's subjects 
The Commons of Upper Canada, as the ongan of the people 
consider the author and publisher of such false and libellows pam: 
ilets as a character endeavoring to alienate the minds of the 
nwary from His Majesty’s Government, and to diminish the par 
ental affection of His Majesty to his liege subjects in this pro- 
vines, which with gratitude we proudly aekiowledge to have ex- 
perienced an ample and abundant share of 
In addressing Your Excelleney we feel a sutisfaction in rep 
ing our approbation of Your Excelleney’s adininistration of 
this Government, without entering into the details, which would 
exceed the hounds of an address 
(Sigued) Samet, Sereer 
Speate 
Jackson was thereupon ordered, like all previous offenders, to 
the Bar, to answer to the charge laid against him, 
The Toronto public library recently secured copies of all of 


Jackson's pamphlets, with, strange to say, Shelley's autograph on 


ge of each, 

In 1816 the Speaker of the Honse was the recipient of a special 
address from the members on the ground that he had entertained 
1 high and just sense of the firm and dignified eonduet requined 
of a Speaker, innsmauch as they had had unprecedented diffieulty 
in maintaining their rights and privileges, Even a Speaker who 
was master of eonduet so “firm and dignified ” could not appar 
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cently prevent trouble, for a motion was carried in the following 





session demanding from the Lientenant-Governor the rights and 
privileges of the House, as amply as they were enjoyed by the 
House of Commons in Great Britain. 

‘The-session of 1817 was an unusually protracted one, owing 
to the lengthy discussions of a ease of breach of privilege, as well 
‘as two contested election trials. During the previous Parliament 
the district of Core had heen erected, with two electoral divisions, 
the counties of Wentworth and Halton, but in the bill no provi 
jon had been made for their representation. ‘This oversight had 
to be amended after the House met, subsequent to the general 
lection, and the session was twenty daysold before the members 
‘lected for Wentworth and Halton were able to take their seats 
Moses Gamble’s election for Halton was protested on the grounds 
of his being an alien, Henry John Boulton, the defeated eandidlate 
‘being the petitioner, and Gaauble, after a hot fight, was unseated 

‘The ease of James Durand, member elect for Wentworth, was 
much worse than Gamble’. He had been a member from the 
Niagara District in the former Parliament, and in his address 

‘vo the independent electors of the county of Wentworth 
printed in the St, David's Spectator, he made reference whic 
was charged to be “a Breach of Privilege, in that it reflected 
grossly on the conduct of the Into House of Assembly, and upon 
Persons who were members of the present House.” A motion to 
enquire into the matter was made immediately upon Durand’s 
introduction to the Assembly, and the ease took up the major 
portion of the session. In the address Durand had given a résumé 
Bf the grievances of the people under martial law, which was, he 
claimed, unlawfully declared by Major-General de Rottenburg in 
1813, from the suspension of the Habeas Corpus At, and the op- 
pression of the military. His denunciations of both measures 
fand men throughout the addresss were scathing, and his disap- 
probation of his opponents stood out in marked contrast to his 
Approval of himself. He finished his long arraignment by setting 
forth his own fitness as a representative in a style so remarkable, 
that though lengthy, it is worthy of being quoted as showing the 
nature of the campaign litorature of that early day 
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“When your rights and liberties were in danger T never hid 
iy head; and as to the votes of money last year, had T opposed 
+ them Ishould only have been a seapegont in the House. ‘The 
mysteries of courts, and. the various intrigues employed to gain 
favorite points are numerous, Tt would be novel and useless to 
develop them all. It is enough for you to keep a good watch. 
dog to guanl your flocks from the hungry wolves, ‘This Ikknowy 
that the line of duty to you, which T have uniformly pursued, 
hhas obliged me to drop off exchanges of eivility with many who I 
can in no other way have offended than in differing with thet on 
the score of polities. Ihave been settled in this province upward 
of fourteen years, without, I trust, any one to impeach my char- 
acter with spot or blemish. My 
ferior class; you have seen me in various publie points of view, 
fat the head of a flank company of brave, gallant militiamen, 
whose services at the commencement of the war ealled forth pub- 
Tie thanks in general orders after the battle of Queenston, and 
whom Thope I never disgraced. Twas ont on duty the very: 
last time the enemy showed themselves, under MeArthur, You 
have seen me as President of Courts Martial, where I always 
tempered justice with lenity, You have seen’ me as Commis. 
sioner of Roads. If in any of these situations T have evinced 
anything unfriendly to the yeowanry of the country, you will 
know it, But no, fellow-subjects, ‘twas impossible, Whilst I 
esteem you so much, I never eould be false to you. I shall con- 
clude with the assurance that Tam still the object of your 
choice. My unremitted endeavors shall be used for your in: 
terest and welfare. I shall stand firm in support of your 
rights and liberties, and in so doing, I conceive I give the best 
proof of my inviolable attachment to our glorious Constitution, 
‘The happiness of the poople is the strength of the state, and their 
happiness consists in the absence of taxation, simplicity of mane 
nets, and proper respect for religion, morality, and the laws 
of their country. Once more, then, my friends, I invite you to 
favor me with the honor of your suffrages ; and by a long, strong, 
old pull at one time convinee the tools of eorruption that the 
path to the people's patronage ix honest independent conduct 














abilities are not of the most in- 
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Committee of Privilege in Durand’s case met and rose 
again and aj h the House received the report 
fand passed the following resolution: “Resolved, that James 

‘a motnber of this House, is the author of an address 
‘eb, 14, and which 


Pras w false, scandalous aud malicious libel” Being adjudged 








a, and at le 





Duran 






published in the St. Catharines Spe 





nilty, he was on motion sentenced to be committed to the eom- 








fron gaol of the Home District during the session, a motion that 
he be called to the Bar of the House to make an apology, being. 
defeated by a vote of 12 to 9. The Speaker issued his warrant 





Tmt when it came to be served, James Durand was not to be 
found, ‘The day following the issuing of the warrant for his 
committal, a petition from Richard Beasley and other frecholders 





Of the county of Wentworth was read in the House, setting forth 
that the name of James Durand did not appear on any assessnent 
roll of the province, and that he was therefore i 
their representative, This enused further enquiry, which was, 
however, ended hy the expulsion from the House of the offending 
fugitive, for “high contempt of the authority of the House, and 
‘of a flagrant breach of its privileges. 

Notwithstanding all this, and an indictment for perjury against 
him by the Grand Jury, Durand was re-elected in 1818, and took 


eligible to be 











a very active part in the sessions of that Parliament. 





Though so zealous of their privileges, the House sometimes 





showed great magnanimity when nothing. was at stake, and did 
hot stand out for the letter of their rights. In the session of 


1817, when “ An Aet to prohibit the sale of goods, wares, wines 





‘nits, ote, on Sundays,” was sent by the Assembly for the eon 
renee of the Couneil, which 
ments, the following motion was br 
amendmonts made by the Honora 

the bill for preventing the sale of spirituous liquors on 











they passed with some amend: 
ht in: “That as the 

le the Legislative Couneil to 
uunday', 

zn matter of form, and not in any wise interfering with the 
wing of any public money, this House will not in 
sist upon its undoubted right to reject them, and that the said 











bei 





raising o disp 





amendments he now real 
Tn 1818 Mr. Robort Charles Home was called to the Bar of the 
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House to answer to a charge of having infringed upon the rights 
‘and privileges of the House in having published a certain adver 
tisement in his paper, the Upper Canada Gazette, headed “ Sta- 
tutes of Upper Canada.” Ms, Horne acknowledged the publics 
tion and an apology was demanded, which he straightway made, 
fand that settled the matter. 

‘As the years went by, however, and new conditions were re 








gulated and alt 





4 into procedents and the rights of both repro 
sentative and commoner were recognized and settled, conflicts 
bet nt, until to-day 
a breach of privilege is as rare as an infringement upon the 
Jjealously-guarved rights of the Legislature 


sn Parliament and the people were less freq 


















































CHAPTER X 





THE HONOR ROLL OF PARLIAMENTARIANS. 







TTAT a very large percentage of the publie men of a 
country are ealled sooner or Inter to represent the 
people in Parliament, is clearly seen in the list of 
members to the Provincial Astembly from 1792 to 
1892, With but few exceptions, all the leading men of 
7" Canada entered publie life via “the bar of the House,” and 
with equally few exceptions, nearly all who legislated for the 
provinee prior to Confederation have passed away. ‘The survi- 
ors would hardly be sufficient in number to form a provincial 
cabinet. 

Te may be well to take a passing though necessarily ineomplete 
glance at the honor roll of distinguished Canadians who served 
as provincial legislators. 

‘As in the present day, the early parliaments had a large 
representation of professional men, the followors of Blackstone 
being probably in a majority. ‘Thus, the list referred to eom- 
prises neatly all the leading members of the bar, and the logisla- 
tive history therefore makes frequent mention of sueh old-time 
lawyers as Marshall Spring Bidwell, William Hume Blake, Robert 
Baldwin, Judge Hagerman and others, and it is not to be won- 
dered at that the debates were often brilliant and eloquent when 
participated in by such accomplished orators, 

The bar, the 























judiciary and the legislature have always 
closely connected, and it is not surprising that the list of Upper 
Canadian judges during the century contains a lange number of 
‘names prominent in the parliamentary as well as the judicial 
history of the province, in fact, of the thirty-one mentioned in 
96 
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Read's “ Lives of Upper Canada Judges,” from 1792 to 1892, no 
leas than twenty were members either of the Legislative Couneil 
or the Assembly, some of the first judges oceupying a seat in 
Parliament and on the bench dually. Chief Justice Osgoode, 
after whom Osgoode Hall was named, was a member of the 
Lagislative Connell, as were Chief Justices Elmsley and Seott: 
Alleack and Thorpe were both judges and meme 
Robinson was councillor and Attorney 
promoted to the bench ; Chief Justices Draper and MeLean were 
‘active members, as were Judges Hagerman, D'Arey Boulton, 
rood, Jonas Jones, Sullivan, John Wilson, Connor and 
O'Connor, Nearer our own time, Justice Joseph C. Morrison and 
Chief Justices Mose and Matthew Crooks Cameron were par- 
liamentary representatives. 

While the Union Act was in free, the Front street Chamber 
hhad among its oecupants @ group of brilliant and famous French 
Canadians—Sir A. A. Dorion, Sir Hector Langevin, Hon, Joseph 
Cauchon, Hon, L. V. Sieotte, Sir George E. Car 
fontaine, Hon. Charles Alleyn, Hon. LJ. Papinean and others, 
and in the long-eontinued struggles between the Upper and 
Lower Canadian sections of the Assembly for the rights of their 
respective proviness, the members from the sister provinee were 
well to the front in the old Chamber as leaders, speakers and 
debaters, 

Sir Antoine A. Dorion sat in the Toronto Chamber during the 
Parliament of 1855-9, and as a leader of the Rouge party of 
Quebec, became Attorney-General of the famous Brown-Dorion 
‘administration before which he wasCommissioner of Crown Lands. 
He became member of the Privy Couneil in 1873, and latterly 
ended a fruitful and noble life as Chief Justice of Quebee 

Sir Hector Langevin entered Parliament while it mot in 
Toronto in 1857, and soon beeame a foree in the House. Mr 
Sieotte exereised a special influenee in connection with the elergy 
reserve question, became Speaker in 1854, was a member of 
the Taché-Maedonald Government, and also of the Cartier 
Macdonald Administration. Cartier was another of the Freneh- 
Canadian leaders, a man short of stature and “with an English 














Chief Justice 





General before he was 












ex, Mr, La- 
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tome, With 
in reply to 
attacks, were very combative, but without any” pretenee to 


tastier look abot him," as he has buen deseribe 
the usual French excitability, his speeches, especially 


oratory 
Tt is interesting to compare the different leaders as to their 
win, 





abilities as public speakers and public men. Robert Bi 
awhile not a fluent speaker, yet was a convincing and logical one, 
his dignity, amounting almost to stiffness of manner, always 
commanding the attention of his hearers, He made his initial 
entry into parliamentary life in 1830, at a comparatively early 
age, as dd Pitt and Glaidstone, his eandidature for York (vacated 
by the promotion of Sir John Beverly Robinson from the Attor- 
ney-Cieneralship to the Chief-Justiceship) beings warmly espoused 
by Willian Lyon Mackenzie in the Colonial Advocate. ‘The 
youthful member (he was only twenty-five ab the time) was 
Introduced to the House by his father, Dr. Baldwin, and esse 
Ketcham. Six years after he was a member of the Executive 
Council, No figure stands out more prominently, nor indeed 
mote honorably, in the history of Upper Canadian polities than 
that of the ma who did not so much achiove fame as the leader 
of the “ Baldwin Reformers” in 1843, or the organizer and head 
‘of the Baldwin-Lafontaino Cabinet, as he did beeause of his 
‘unsullied integrity, personal worth and high purposes. He with: 
drew from publie life in 1857 after nearly a quarter of a century 
‘of honorable serviee, One of his chief aims was long sinee 
sached, that of making the Execative responsible to the House, 
William Hume Blake occupied the position of Solicto 

in the Baldwin-Lafontaine Administration. When he arose to 























eneral 


speak in the Hlouse it was felt that in genuine eloquence, passion, 
pathos, humor, sareasm, irony, seorn, force—he was without a 
peer on the floor of the Legislature. Such is the strong. testi 
mony of his biographer, He left the political arena in 1530, 
when he was appointed viee-Chancellor of the Court of Chancery. 

While William Lyon Mackenzie could not be termed an orator, 
yet his flery temperament and combative spirit, which led him to 
jive vent to torrents of words, arrested the attention of the mem: 
‘bers and compelled them to listen to his outbursts of indignation 
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against what he considered existing evils, Hispyramid of serap 





Dooks, fully indexed and replete with choice political material 
from which 


Jesome quotation and unpleasant reminder, The 








was the fountain of political knowle 








desk occupied hy Mr, Mackenzio is now in the possession of the 
York Rangers 1 well-wo f furniture 


fas badly seared and marked with ink spots as a schoolboy’s 











desk, His sent in the House was 1n 





ithe reporters’ gallery 

me that 
would be somewhat unusual now—was the presence of his Tittle 
wed to sit near his grand 
father and wateh the proceedings with childish interest. An 





near the Frout-strest entranee. A familiar sight 


randgon, clad in Seotel turtans, wh 





amusing illustration of Mackenzie's methods is afforded by his 





speech as to the choice of a site for the new national centre 
Dipping: his @uger into an ink bottle he rapidly marked on a 
sheet of paper five showing the relative positions 
fof Montreal, Ottawa, Kingston, Toronto and Hamilton, with a 
view to proving that ‘Toronto was the natural site for the Domin. 
ion Pas 








unsightly dual 








The Hon, William Henry Draper was a member of the Legis. 
lative Council in 1837, Solietor-General in 1838, and afterward 
Attorney-General, and finally Chiof Justice, He had a most 
persuasive eloquence, which won for bim the soubriquet of 

Sweet William.” Though possessed of the advantage of a 
University education in England, he lacked the oratorieal foree 








sand striking presence of Hagerman and Bidwell. 
Marshall Spring Bidwell was also an attractive speaker, dif 
fering from his fellow-members, however, by reason of a pr 





rhonticed nasal twang such as may be heard in some parts of New 
England, 

Attorney-General Hagerman, who led the Government in 
1892, was one of the mal elfeetive orators on the floor of the 
House, as he was one of the most brilliant members of the Bar 
in fact, Hagerman, Bidwell and Baldwin were the three great 
lawyens of their day. Perhaps the greatest speech ever delivered 
by Mr, Hagerman was the one on the clergy reserve question in 
answer to Dr. Rolph, ‘The former has been deseribed to me as 
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the counterpart of Daniel O'Connell in personal appearance, as 
well as in his oratorical ability 

The Hon, Maleolm Cs 
his entrance to the Assembly in 1836 he ran a tilt against. Sir 
Franeis Bond Head inthe 





eron isanother political memory. Upon 








latter's treatment of the petitions of 
the people for redress from politieal grievances, and in that and 
other ways proved himself to he an advanced radical, especially 
‘on the question of the separation of Chureh and State, He, too, 
filled acceptably different portfolios under different administra- 

‘The late Canadian Premier, SirFohn A. Muedonald, spent some 
of his eatlier years of public life within the walls of the old 

writes one who re- 
members him in the forties, “he sat unmoved at his desk while 
the frays for which that period of parliamentary history was re- 
markable went on, looking half careless and half coutemptrous 
Sometimes in the thick of the melee, he was busy in and out of 
the Libr 
when he was not searching up some ease.” With a daring that 
won him praise, he entered the lists against such old parliamen- 
tary hands as Robert Baldwin and others, and thus gained the 
practice in debate and contests which stood him in such good 
stead during his long reign at Ottawa after Confederation. 

‘The ten years between 1850-60 witnessed the entranee into 
Parliament of a number of men whose names are familiar. The 
Hon. David Christie was one—a member of the “ Clear Grit” 
party, and a clear-headed, eultivated and consistent Scotchman, 
with a high character and a calm judgment that gave weight to 
his utterances in the House, ‘The Hon. Archibald MeKellar, who 
was elected from Kent in 1857, strongly supported municipal in 
stitutions and drafted the original drainage law. 

‘he sessions of 1851 witnessed the appearance of another man 
in the Legislature, who, while he had already won a high posi- 
tion as a leader outside of Parliament, was destined to become 
power in Legislature and Parliament. Eight years after George 
Brown's arrival in Canada, he was elected in 1851 to represent 
Kent and Lambton, his maiden speech fully illustrating his eap- 





building. * On first entering the Legislature 


T searev ever remember sesing himabout the House 























old 
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acity as a parliamentary orator a 
Brown's ea 


vd leader, ‘Tho fact that Mr. 
lier advoeaey on the platform and in the press of the 
reforms then being agitated had made him a popalar speaker: 
alo had the effect of making him a foree and power in the 
House—a power that only increased and widened during his 
liamentary life 

Thomas D'Arey Meee was anotl 
Jiamentary firmament, When he ro 
swarmed by 














bright star in the old par 
o speak everyone listened 
his supreme eloquence. Possessing a wide range of 








Knowledge and having at his command art, seienee, poetry and 
history, he clothed his subject with a new and original interest, 
using the choicest language enlivened with a delightful vein of 
wit and humor. In addition, he was an adroit master of satire, 
sand was equipped-with a eaustie and bitter irony, He delivered 
his maiden parliamentary spoech in the session of 1858, display 
ing a wonderful eoolness and an easy eloquence that earried the 
House with hit 

ir Francis Hincks was first elected in March 1841, and his 
talents soon brought him to the front, His frst Cabinet position 
was that of Inspector-Ceneral, succeeding whieh he became 


























Minister of the Hincks-Dorion administration after the retirement 
of Mr, Baldwin, a position which he held until 1854, In 1869 he 
entered Sir John A. Macdonald's Ministry as Financial Minister, 
and left publie life in 1873, after thirty-two years of service 

‘The first Promier of Ontario under Confederation, the late Hon. 
John Sandfield Macdonald, also had a comparatively long parlia 
mentary career, lasting: from 1841 till IS71,—thirty years off 
tense political activity. He occupied a private member's seat until 
1849, when he was appointed Solieitor-Ceneral in the Baldwin. 
Lafontaine Cabinet, and in 1858 he was Attorney-General in the 
Brown-Dorion Cabinet. He persistently opposed the represen 
tation by population agitation, and although a Catholie, did not 
favor the establishment of separate schools In 1862 he was 
called upon to form a government, and, after Confederation was 
completed, he formed the first Ontario Cabinet. In 1872 he 
retired from public life, soon after the defeat of his administra 
tion, and passed away the following 
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rand Blake ent 





Te was not until 1867 that E rod Parliament, 





being elected for the Honse of Commons in West Durham and 
for the Local Legislature in South Bruce, Tn 1869 he suceeeded 








Mr, Archibald MeKellar as I ition in the Local 


Legislature, where he soon gained a reputation in Keeping with 





ler of the Opp 





that won at the bar, ‘The student of character could easily see 
in the tall, erect, eloquent and dignified member a born political 
leader, After the eleetion of 1871, he took a leading part in the 
Jong and exciting debate as to the disposition of the Railway Aid 
Fund, as a result of which the eontrol of the House passe 

the hands of the Opposition, ‘The Government eapitulated on 
the 20th of December, and Me, Blake became Premier. On tho 
we after the adjournment, the new 
sd several important measures, chiof of whieh was 














re-assembling of the Legislatm 





Premier eart 
the abolition of dual representation. In October of 18% 
signed his position as Premier, under this bill, and with the Hon. 
Alexander Maekenzie, took his seat in the House of Commons 
It is but a natural associition to mention the name of the late 
Hon, Alexander Mackenzie in connection with that of Mr. Blake, 
fas one of the men who played an important part in the Local 
Lagislatare, which he entered after the eleetion of 1871. When 
the 
Jd Macdonald ministry, and, as a matter 
4 which Ms 








he re 











the House met in Decomber, he did much to bring about 
overthrow of the Sandi 
‘of course, he was offered a position in the new Cab 

















Blake formed, He delivered an unusually valuable budget 
speech in 1872, and in October of that year followed his leuder’s 
example and withdrew from Toronto for the larger field at 
Ottawa. 


‘The Hon. Stephen Richanls was elected to the Legislature in 
1867, and was a member of the Sandticld Macionald Government, 
the Hon, John Curling being Minister of Agriculture and Publie 
Works 

Another important name is that of Sir Oliver Mowat, who, like 

. entered Parliament after having 
won his spars in the legal profession, In 1857 he was elected to 
represent South Ontario (defeating the late Mr. Justice Morrison), 
in time to play an important part in the work of laying the foun 








so many of his politieal associat 
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dations of Confederation, taking a prominent part in the Quebec 
Confederation Conferenee. He was Provincial Secretary of the 
Brown-Dorion Cabinet during its short existence, and was also 
Postinaster-General in the Sandfield Macdonald-Dorion aduinis- 
tration of 1868, while he held a portfolio in the Taché-Maedonald 
Government fora short time. ‘The encotninm passed upon hism 
years ago may well be applied toulay : “Clear and logical in his 
thinking, ready in debate, well informed and industrious, polite 
and agreeable in deportinent, he was liked hy friends, feared by 
opponents, and respected by all” He was appointed Viee-Chan- 
cellor of the Conrt of Chancery in 1864, Re-entering Parliament. 
um 1872, 
‘twenty-one years—a reeord only approached by the first Pitt 
remained in power from December 1783 to 1801 
ls of British P 
anadian statesn 








hhas since filled the high position of Premier for 


ministry, whi 
"Thus has the lor 
tary Government been distanced by a 





st recor in the a 





anne 








mand 





premier. 

A paragraph should in justice be devoted to the memory of 
Alfred Patrick, who was honored with @ commandership in the 
Order of St. Michael and St. George, in recognition of a long life 
of usefulness as a parliamentary official. From 1827 to 1841 he 
‘was an official of the Upper Canadian Parliament; clerk of com 
mittees in the new Legislative Asstmbly of the province from 
1841 to 1867 ; first clerk assistant in the Dominion House of 
Commons from 1867 10 1873, and Clerk of the House of Com 
mons from 1873 to ISS1, when he was superannuated, thus hav 











ing soen fifty-four yours of official life, commencing som 
b 

street, and indeod having seen service in the previous buildings 
that were burned in 1824, During the rebellion of 1887-8, he 
was guard of the Legislative Records, As may well be imagin. 
fd, he became an anthority on eonstitutional law, and was the 
author of a work on “Canadian Controverted Election Proce- 
dents, 1828-41,” Not only did he see two generations of provine 
cial legislators come and go, but he was, perhaps, the only one 
10 Was present at the first and last sessions of the Legislative 
ssembly in the old Parliament buildings, He died suddenly at 





fore the ervetion of the old Parliament buildings on k 
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Niagura-on-the-Lake, on July 18th, 1892, at the advanced age 
of eighty-one 

‘The following is a list of the Speakers of the Assembly and 
Parliament from 1792 to 1802. 

Froin 1792 to 1841 


1792 John Macdonell Joti Wison 
i 28D. W, Smith, Maral Spring Bide 
i 1on1—Samuel Stee. 1ss1—Arch, Melon, 
i 1801. W. Smith areal Spring Bidwell 
1805—Ales. MeDonel, Arch, Mclean 
1612S Steet Henry Rattan 
1617—Allan MeL 17-8 Sir Allan MacNas 
121-1. P, Sermon 

















‘The Speakers dusing the Union were 


18H1—Avatin Cuil. 1854—Louia Victor Sictte 
\ 1s44_Sir allan N, MeoNah, 18—Henry Sith 
1si8—Auguatin N. Morin, 1502. E. Turcotte, 


| 1851—John Sunfeld Sacdonal 
The Speakers sinee Confederation have been 


1467, Stevenson 190—Charla Clark 





‘cori $57_—Jacab Baxter 
i. Welle, 1401 Thomas Ballantyse 








[A tabulated list of the provineial members of the Assembly and 
Parliament, from 1792 to 1892, will be found 'as an appendix, 
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CHAPTER XI. 
ANEW ERA AND A NEW RUILDING, 


HE hundred years of Ontario's history is naturally 
divisible into distinet eras or periods, the fist being 
i the initial parliament held at Newark, from 1792 to 
Gage IBS: the send, connected with Yorks esto par 
45) iament building, from 1796 to 1813; the third, surrounding 
FY" and contaving in the second parliament building, from 1814 
to 1832; the fourth, contained in the Front-street building, from 
1892 to 1841, and the fifth, dealing with the union of the two 
province, between 1841 and 1867, ‘Thesixth and present era was 
inaugurated when Confederation became an accomplished fact in 
1867, and Provincial Logislatares were again organized. The 
first Cabinet after Confederation was led by the Hon, John 
Sandiiekd Macionald as Premier and Attorney-General, with the 
Hon, John Carling as Ministor of Agriculture and Publie Works, 
the Hon, Stephen Richards as Commissioner of Crown Lands, the 
Hon, M,C. Cameron as Provincial Secretary and the Hon. B. B, 
Wood as Provincial Treasurer. After an existenee of nearly four 
years and a balf, the first general election for the provinge under 
the new onder brought about the defeat of the Sandleld Muedon- 
‘ald Government and the accession to office, on the 20th Decem- 
ber, 1871, of the Hon, Edwant Blake, with the Hon, Alexandex 
Mackenzie, the Hon. Adam Crooks snd the Hon. Archibald 
MeKellar as colleagues. The table given elsewhere includes the 
names of all who have held portfolios in the Ontario Govern- 
tment singe 1867, with the length of their term of office. 
On the Sist of Ostober, 1872, upon the retirement of Messrs, 
Blake and Mackenzie from the provincial arena of publie life to 
° 105 
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the langer field of the Dominion Parliament 





Dttawa, what has 
Jong been known as the Mowat Government was formed, which 
nd 
neral elections, Such a long term 
of administration of one government is, as has been said, rate 





has held continuous power therefore for over twenty years a 
whieh has lived throu 














in the history of governments, 
Though brief reference has already buen made to Sir Oliver 
ded: "It 

thas buen his fortune to become peculiarly and distinctively iden 
tiffed with the Provinee of Ontario. His name is inde 
enough to the people of the most distant provinees, and to Ontar: 


Mowat, the wonds of a recent writer may well be a 





4 Familiae 





ans it is a souree of much pride to relloct Huat familiarity has in 
his ease bred universal respect and admiration ; yet it is in this 
provinee that his great work has luin, anrt it is by the people of 
this province that he has beet hon 





ed to a degrve without par 
allel in the history of democratic communities, Charged first 
with the alfuirs of Ontario at a period when the institutions 
vlanted at Confederation remained in a convlition of uusipeness, 
it hecame his lot to carefully: tend, nurture and develope them 
nntil they have reached a stage when, glaneing are 





nd the world, 





wwe are able nowhere to find a people in the & 





fear cf bors cgualy Bal, tech il isograaton Suk Wo 
with whieh our lat 





ks ate filled, ‘Though he had no part 
in the final arrangements of that eanfederative system of govern 
ment in 





no ultimate success of which his loug administration in 
Ontario has been so prominent a factor, Sir Oliver Mowat. was 
actively cone 





ned in the preliminary movements and was sullici- 
ently identified with the great project to be included in Mr 
Harris! celebrated picture, “The Fathers of Confederation’ 

Sir Oliver bas always chosen able colleagues who have rendered 








him most valuable assistaneo in governing the provines. Among 
the present members are the Hon, C, F, Fraser, who has held 
office for nearly twenty years; the Hon, Arthur 8, Hardy, who 
hhas heen a member of the Cabinet for over fifteen years; the 
Hon. George W. Ross, whose ten years as Minister of Education 
will soon be completed ; the Hon, J, M. Gibson, sworn in in 1889; 
and the Hon, Jobn Dryden, the Hon, R, Harcourt and the Hon. 
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EH. Bronson (without portfolio) in 1890, ‘The Hon. 'T. B. 
Pardee and the Hon, Adam Crooks have passed avay, and the 
Hons 8. C. Wood, A, MeKellar, James Young, A. Ml. Ross and 
Charles Drury are ex-members. 

It is not the purpose of the writer to attempt a sketch of this 
modern om of our legislative record, though the statute books 
roveal a mass of legislation whieh has placed Ontario in the front 
rank of any provinee, eountry or state for advaneod laws on all 
te lines that come within the purview of a provineial legisla 
ture 

What as been above penned is intended as preliminary to a 
brief sketch of the history and inception of the new Parliament 
Buildings recently ereeted, the opening of whieh marks not only 
uu important epoch in this latter era, but the closing of the first 
ceontury of owe provineial history and the auspicious opening of 
the second 

‘The question of new parliament buildings was mosted in 1877 
‘and in 1880 the Commissioner of Public Works, the Hon, C. F. 
Fraser, obtained from the legislature an initial grant of $500,000 
towards their erection, Competitive plans on the basis of this 
$500,000 were invited, but it was found that suitable buildings 
with the requisite accommodation, could not be had for that 

nount, Nothing move was done matil a sum of $250,000 addi- 
tional was voted in 1885, In 1880 the preparation of plans and 
specications for the proposed new buildings was entrusted to 
Mr. R, A, Waite, of Butfalo, and in 1887 a further sum of $300, 
000 was voted for the eveetion of the buililings on Mr Waite's 
plans, Subsequently there was added to the sums above men- 
tioned @ final grant of $200000, which brought up the total 

nount voted for the construetion of the buildings to $1,250,000. 
The contract for the excavating and masonry and brieklayer’s 
work was given to Lionel Yorke in October of 1886, ‘The work 
‘of exeavation was ‘at onee eowmenced, and in 1892 the building 
was practically completed, only six years being taken in its eree: 
tion, at a total cost of less than $1,800,000. ‘The sale of the 
site occupied ly the old Iuilding will, itis expeeted, realize halt 
‘million dollars, which, applied to the eost of the new structure, 
will reduce it to about $750,000. 
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‘The lapse of only six years between the first excavation and 
the complotion of the new building is ereditable to the Commis 

sioner of Publie Works and the contractors. Considering the 
magnitude of the building, covering as it does four acres of 


ground, and containing over two hundred rooms, six. years is an 


exceptionally short period in whieh to erect it 

No better situation could have been chosen for a public build 
ing than the southern end of the Queen's Park. It partially 
covers the site of the old King’s College, which was built 
just fifty years ago, and which was removed a few years 
ago to make room for tho Parliament building, On the cca: 
sion of the opening of King’s College by Sir Charles Bagot 
the Governor-General, the 48n1 Regiment assisted in the 
ceremony, while all the notables of that day, ineh 
McCaul, the first president of the college, were in attendance, 
The ceremony of the 4th of April Inst, half a century later: 
was in some respects Tike the former in the presence of the 
Licutenant-Governor, detachments of the snilitary, and repre 
sentative men in many of the departments of life 

The peculiar effectiveness of the situation of the building is 
best seen from the outlook in the eastern tower, To the south, 
the University avenue stretches to Queen-strect, with the heart 
of the city on either side extending to the bay, while the Island 
and blue waters of the lake beyond complete a picture of rare 

To the east, the Searboro’ heights border the horizon 

and enclose the vast area of the city extending in that diseetion 
‘To the west, the Humber bay aud the High Park tree-tops form 
a boundary as Wells’ hill and Upper Canada College do to the 
north. In the immediate neighborhood the eye takes in a noble 
group of publie buildings—the University, with its annexes of 
library, gymnasium, Biological building, and School of Practical 
Science ; the sister edueational centres of Vietoria and MeMaster 
Universities, and Wylie College, the Athletie Club, and the 
cirele of handsome private residenees around the Queen's park. 
with its groups of massive oaks and elms, its sward, its walks 
and drives, its spacious pavilions, ite groups of statuary, and its 
twin Sebastopol cannon guarding the southern entranee to the « 
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park, Near the north-west comer of the building the bronze 


figare of George Brown faces the structure, and adjoining his 
‘monument is the group of statuary erected in honor of the vol: 
uunteors who fell at Ridgeway in 1866, 

"The more one studies the front exterior view of the new build 
ing the more impressive does it. seem, and the more does the on- 
looker realize that he is gazing upon a noble structure, fully 
worthy of the provinee in whose interest it has been built. ‘The 
principal frontage is 490 feet, including the porte eocheres, with 
‘depth of 204 feet, the main plan forming a double letter E, and 
enclosing within its walls over 76,000 square feet. Tn architec 
tural design, it is Romanesque, the earved surfaces following the 

Seltic and Indo-Germanie schools ‘The main walls are eon 
strneted of Credit Valley sandstone taken from the quarries of 
Carrol & Viek, its reddish brown tinge producing a most pleas 
ing cffect of color. Some of the larger surfaces present their 
natural face, and harmonize with the chiselled and moulded sur 
aos, the result being an infinite variety 

Tho centre fagade measures 120 x 125 foet and rises to a height 

{ nearly 200 fect, ‘The massive window areading wi 
the lexislative chamber on the south, thus centralizing 
tormalizing the legislative ehamber, is n feature heretofore over 

joked in the designingof huildings of this dignified charscter in 

I countries, and in this instance is aceomplished in a most 
scholarly way, It is designed so as appropriately tobe the ral 
ing feature of the entire composition, both in plan and elevation, 
saul so disposed as entively to separate the apartments for legis: 
lative purposes in the west wing from the departmental apart 
ments in tho east wing, and there is withal a simplicity im a 
rangement, yet noble and inmpressive, The boldly-treated walls, 
with series of radiating arches, sturdy clustered columns, accent- 

ved angle turrets, and quiet fields of quarry-faced walls, are 
Julliciously enriched here and there with carvings, and the whole 
‘crowned by a pyramidal roof, with angle turrets, terminating 
with elongated domieal roofs 

Among the most striking exterior features of the buildings 
are the porto eoohores at the eastern and western ends, the mas 
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siveness of which is seen in the illustrations yiven, and the 
details of which illustrate the wealth of exrving executed, In 


deed, the stone earving, taken in its entirety. ix perhaps to be 
classed among the chief features of the Inilling. "The largest 
specimen of carving is the seulptured frieze, nearly 70 feet long, 
and 15 feet high, surmounting the thiwe great windows in the 
centre structure, which represents in heroie size allegorieal figures 


of music, agriculture, commerce, art, science, law, philosophy 
architecture, engineering and literature grouped on either si 

of the arms of the province. On the east and weat sides of ‘the 
‘main entrance exellent likenesses arv carved in stone of Gover 
nor Simeoe, Chief Justice Robinson, John Sandfield Macdonald 
William Hume Blake, Timothy Blair Pardee, Sir Tsune Brock 
Robert Baldwin and Matthew Crooks Cameron. ‘These are 
suanied, as it were, by four monster gargoyles, whieh look dow: 
from the corners of the four great towers. 

‘The main entrance is in keeping with the dignity and general 
effect of the frontexterior. Tt is composed of three noble arches 
eighteen feet wide by twenty-six feet high, andl is veached by a 
succession of steps and platforms ‘This eustranee is flanked! by 
the great towers with their domes of copper and theit wealth of 
stone design. The western tower will have a massive clock, 
which will be seen from the sonth and west, while the eastern 
tower hns a balconied outlook, the view from whieh is, as has been 
described, one of the finest in the city, taking in a great portion of 
the city with the island and lake beyond; indeed, Brock's mona 
ment on the banks of the Niqgum is siseernible on a clear 
day 

In many respects the exterior facing the north, or the rar 
view, is equally as imposing as the front or sonthen aspeet, tak 
ing in the larger area of the Park, and Avenue Road beyond 

‘The contract for the masonry, briek, stone and excavations 
was originally undertaken by the Inte Lionel Yorke. Upon his 
death the work was taken up hy his surety, Mx Robert Carrol, 
who associated with him Mz: J. B. Viek, who was with Mr, Yorke 
To insure its early completion they found it necessary to par 
chase 400 acres of brown stone «arries, near Orangeville, which 
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required developing in a more expeditions manner than lure 
tofore. To this end they adopted the mining system, for which 
purpose they brought ont English miners, which proved a good 
‘neccss, as the completed buildings now show 

‘The entire roof is covered with deep blue slate, taken from 
quarries in Rutland, Vermont, The domes of the two conte: 
towers are, however, covered with copper. Forty-six tons of 
copper have been used throughout the buildin 

Passing through the massive entrance, the general effect js 
maintained by a view of the wide and high corridor with its 
rows of iron pillars and the grand stairease at the end 

Here one is foreibly struck with the contrast between the dingy 
dusty and deserted old structure on Front-street. The change is 
indeed a marked one. Tt is transition from gloomy corridors, 
dlimly-lighted offices, dust-begrimed desks, flickering. yellow 
jets, an old-time grates, to spaeious quarters, with igh ceilings, 
inandsome paneling, massive corridors, benatiful electric appli 
ances, and perfect heating and ventilation, 

From this grand entrance corridor, which connects with the 
nilimirably planned areaded ancl upper-gallexied corridors of th 
rast and west wings, one ascends direetly to the Ascent 
Chamber by the grand stairease, with a contre flight excoed 
twenty-three feet between the balustrades, and with intermediate 
platforms leading to a grand platform fifteen feet wide, and in 
breadth fifty feet from the sime two side flights, each twelve 
feut wide, also broken by intermediate platforms. ‘This bewuti 


fal staireaso is consonant in feeling with its surroundings, eon 
stracted of enriched enst-iton strings, risers and buttresses, 
wrought-iron rails forged in most artistie Forms, with threads of 
very dark red slate, and platforms of tesselated red tile pavements, 
Phe ornamental ironwork and carving of hammered steel is also 


very fine, ‘Two enormous windows, thirty-two feet high and 
nine feet wide, face the first landing. In adulition to the grand 
stairease, located in the east and west wings respectively, are 
three public and two private stairways, which give access to 
each of the stories 

‘This will lea us to the Legislative Chamber—the crowning 
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glory of the intorior—a truly noble hall, with a floor area 65x 
80 fect, and a height of over 50 feet. The pancled ceiling is a 
mass of color, amongst the designs the maple leaf predominating. 
‘The color scheme of the eviling is in cool green and rich tones of 
purple, maple leaves of autumnal tints heing wrought into scroll 
‘ornaments which form theeeiling design. ‘These tones, with the 
warm, strong color of the heavy wood beams, form a strong and 
effective combination, The cont of arms of the provinee, in 
heraldie coloring, is prominent, the framing or outline of which 
is a beautiful celtic seroll entwined with maple branch and leaves 
The novelty of the whole is most happily adapted to the deep 
‘woodl-beam paneling, the lines breaking through it at all points, 
yet 50 conceived as to show a eareful following of each paneling 
‘nus avoiding the heavy and monotonous effect of simply decor 
ated panels, 

Above the arches on the northern and southern walls are four 
allegorical subjects Moderation, holding a curbed bridle ; Justice 
with sword and sealos, and a cherub holding a code of laws 
Power, earrying a sword and oak branch, and Wisdom, with open 
book and lamp of knowledge. On the east and west walls notable 
dates in the history of Ontario are inseribed, sueh as “172” and 

1892.” The handsome woodwork is pancled and moulded of 
Canadian syeamore, with mahogany paneling nine feet high, ‘The 
plastered walls are richly decorated with mouldings and artistic 
ornament in low relief of a rich yellow brown, studded with 
maple Ieaf outlined in gold and besutifully-modelled enrichment 
treated in warm tones, wiped with transparent color, resembling 
antique marble. Perhaps the most effective portion of the decora- 
tion is to bo found in the eight-feet eove, which is filled with a 
Deautifully drawn Romanesyue oratment broken at intervals by 

lions in deep tonesof purple, ‘The side galleries are color 


in quiet, warm tones as « foil to the richer effects of the chamber 
proper, and the distinctively Canadian symbols are wrought into 
‘tho design in an artistic, mobstrusive manner, in pleasing: contrast 
to the usual baldness of such introductions 

In the contre of the lofty ceiling there is a ventilating iron 
grill, 10 feet im diameter, This connects with « galvanized iron 
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pipe leading toa brick stack, containing a fan driven by an engine 
jn the basement. By means of this all the foul air is earvied out- 
side, and fresh air constantly distributed throughout the whole 
of the building, 

"The Speaker's dais, executed in San Domingoand * velvet eowl 
mahogany, has riehly-earved * coat of arms” shields with dates 
1702, 1867, 1892, and enriched surfaces surmounted by two stan 
dard lions. Tt is placed at the south end, with the press gallery 
treated more as a baleony, immediately behind and forming, ws 
it were, a part thereof. ‘The Speaker's gallery, treated in unifor 
mity, rans across the opposite or north end, and on either side 
are located the Indies’ and visitors’ galleries. ‘The Intter are 
_greatly: inereased in beauty by the massive arcades fronting thet, 
and they are admirably successful as to sight lines, as every 
member on the Hloor of the ehamber ean be seen therefrom no 
matter from what point he may rise to address the throne 

The chamber is lighted ehiefly by four immense and highly 
sruamented chandeliers, containing @ combination of gas and 
Jnetrie light, This piece of work was specially designed for the 
purpose. In each of the chandeliers there are 

is ‘The Intter are of 82eandle power, Arranged around the 
walls of the ehaibes ckets, IS of which have five lights 
each and the . The chandeliers and brackets are 


manufactured of what is known as polished bronze, hand-eut and 


Inand-chased. 
The allotinent of rooms on the grotnd floor of the western wing 
is in conneetion with legislation, the assistant clerk of the Flows 
tas well as the law clerk, having their offices on this floor. Seven 
of the roms will be for the use of house committees, some of 
thom being 40x20 in size, ‘The Queen's printer has three rooms, 
sand the postinaster two, on the north side of the main corridor 
of the ground floor. The Lientenant-Governor has a handsomely 
furnished room adjoining the Library, while the leader of the 
Opposition has had a room at the western tower, placed at his 
disposal, the Speaker utilizing the corresponding room in the 
astern tower, ‘These apartments are pancled in natural woods, 
Bach of the departments is arranged ev suite, and 
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the cast wing that of the Crown Eands is on the ground floor 





comprising 21 separate rooms, with four very large vaults, a 
the commedious apartments of the Hon. A. S. Hardy, the Crown 
Lands Commissioner, On this floor also a 
the Hon. John Dryden and his Department. of Agrienlture, eom- 
prising seven rooms, On the floor above is the Attorney-General’s 


the apartments of 








Department, comprising nine separate rooms, with one very lange 


vault, this suite of apartinents including the sumptuous Couneil 





Chamber entered from the main corridor, as well as judiciously 
connected with the apartments for Sir Oliver Mowat. Here 
are also the Department of the Provineial Seeretury, the Hon. 
J.M, Gibson, comprising 14 offies, and two lange vaults, and 

Prisons and Inspeetor of Division 








the Departments of Insuran 
Courts, ‘The floor above accommodates the Publie Works Di 
partment, whore the Hon, C. F. Fraser and his s 
‘occupying 18 rooms, and using one large vault. Also on th 
are the Provincial ‘Treasurer's Departiment, the Hon. Richan 
Harcourt, comprising 10 apartments, with one large vault ; while 
the License Department, the Departinent of the Administration 
of Justice and the offices of the Re 
remainder of the apartments nnd one large vault 


all re located, 





is flor 





sr-General occupy. the 





‘The architect has also male ample provision for the comfort 
and eonvenienice of the members. Their reception room on. the 


mezzanine floor is a large apartment, 30x40, with a twenty foot 








ceiling, Their dining-room on the same floor is 24x40, ‘The hat 
and cloak room is 30x36, an is sitmated west of the main stair 
ease on the same floor, "It is paneled and finished with ninety 






is finished in walnut, each compartment eon 
taining hat and ¢ 
The smoking-rom is another spacious room, 36x40, with eeiling 





toventy-four feet high, and a 
ti 
in white oak and fitted with sloping reading stands. Adjoining 


ceapacious fireplace and special ven- 
oom, 50X24, finished 





igfhtnnes, ‘They further havea reading 





this apartment are two retiring rooms for the special ase of the 
members. 





"The Speaker has been apportioned exellent and eommodions 


quarters in the north-western section of the building, consisting 
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of reception room, library and dining-room,en guite, The private 
tentranee to this portion of the building shows some unique and 
artistic earving, especially on the pillars, ‘The reception room is 
a most elegant apartment 24x30 in size, with a floor covered with 
‘gum-wool. ‘The earving in this room and the Speaker's library 
is especially fine, The Speaker's dining-room, 18x24, is finished 
in cherry 

‘The Legislative library, one of the handsomest. and Targest 
rooms in the whole building, i situated on the mezzanine floor. Its 
dimensions are TOx42 feet, with a ceiling 35 fect high. Tt is 
fitted up with white oak paneling and shelving. An abundance 
of light has been secured by no less than eight Inge windows 
con three sides of the apartment. The shelving is known as the 
Standavl book-stack system, used in the est, American Iibvari 
A neat gallery runs around three sides of the room, with shelving 
two stories high, thus doubling its eapacity and enabling the 
library to aecorumodate 40,000 volumes, A radical improvement 
on the old library is an iron railing enelosing the shelving, thus 
pre- venting the publie from helping themselves to the books, 
‘The libravian’s office adjoins the library ps 

‘One ean easily be lost in the intrie basement 
Running through part of its length is a massive eold air tube, the 
air being heated by steam radiators, afterwards pasting into the 
chamber and library. ‘The massiveness of the foundation v 
give one a striking idea of the substantiality of the structme 
The boiler room is reached from the basement and contains six 
immense boilers, each sixteen feet in length, sixty-six inches in 

meter, and with 100 thrve-ineh stee) tubes 

The building is equipped with thirteon large fire-proof vaults 
fitted with iron frames and tin filing eases, thus enstring almost 
absolute safety from fire, indeed not until now have the publi 
documents of the province heen free from this danger. Ample 
fire protection has been provided—a six inch water main running 
through from street to strect, and three hydrants are placed in 
the hasement and on each floor. Six eapacious lavatories, finished 
in cherry, are to be found in the building. The floors of these 
lavatories are built on iron beams filed in by briek arehes and 
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covered with eonerete and Portland cement, Four large electric 
elevators of the very Intest design are in serviee, the protecting 
gates of which are of fine ornamental iron work 

The floors are all dauble, two thicknesses of asbestos, acting as 
x deafener and protection from fire, being placed between each 
floor, ‘The main corridors are both lofty, light and wide, and are 
finished throughout in white oak, with a profusion of eatvin 
‘They are roofed over with amber-colored glass, whieh sheds a 
stubdued and rvstful light below. ‘The electric light is, of course 
principally wed, but the chandeliers are for gas and electricity 
‘combined. 

The original contractor for the exeavation, masonry, and briek 
and stone work was the Inte Lionel Yorke, whose contract called 
for $671,250, Upon his sudden death, his sureties took up the 
work and earvied it through ton satisfactory completion without 
fa day's loss in the actual work. ‘The Tist of contractors and 
prices for the ereetion and construction of the building is as 

ows 
Masonry, brick, stone and exeavation (originally award- 

fed to Lionel Yorke, and upon his death taken up Ui 
Carroll & Viek). seve 86 
And in addition 13,500,000 of bricks to be furnished from the 
Contral Prison. 
Tnterior woodwork and Speaker's dais (Wagner, Zeidler 

& Co, Toronto). ch + 120,00 
Carpenter work (Lionel Yorke) : 95808 
Plumbing, gas fitting and steam heating (Pardy, Mansell 

& Mashinter, Toronto)...» a S00 
Tron work, ete. (St, Lawrence Foundry Co, Toronto)... 54,000 
Roof-covering, slating, copper work, ote. (Douglas Bros.) 44,497 
Lathing and plastering (A. HL Rundle, Toronto 


Interior painting and glazing (R, J. Hovenden, Toronto) 
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Grand stairease, ete. (HC. Harrower, Buffalo) $21,901 
Outer drainage (Garson & Pareer, St. Catharines) 5.490 
Decoration of eciling and walle in chamber (Elliott & Son) 4,500 
Mantels, furnishings, fittings, ete. (Rice Lewis & Son,L¥',) 
Seating for galleries in chamber (The Chas, Rogers & 

‘Sons Co,, Ltd, Toronto) 8,250 
‘Tiling for vestibules and lobbies, ete. ‘Toronto Granite Co.) 1,450 


Among the contracts for equipment and furnishing of build- 
Combination gas and electric fixtures (Bennett & Wright) 25,206 
Four elevators (Otis Bros, New Yorks) seve 22000 
Kitting up ten vaults (Office Specialty Mfg, Co) 1770 
Library fittings, ete. (William Simpson, Toronto)... 5,109 


‘The formal opening of the new building and of the Legislature 
took place on the fourth of April, when the floor of the Chamber 
and the quartette of galleries were crowded with representative 
citizens, Punetually at three o'clock, Lieutenant-Governor 
Kirkpatrick and suite arrived at the main entrance from Govern- 
ment House, accompanied by a detachment of the Governor- 
General’s Body Guard, while Company “2” of the Royal School 
of Infantey, with their hand, formed a guard of honor near the 
entranee, Adjoining the building, the Toronto Field Battery 
was stationed, and a salute of guns was fired. A procession 
formed at the main hall, consisting of the Lieutenant-Governor 
and suite and the Premier, officers of the various artillery 
cavalry and infantry corps of the city, judges of the courts, 
consuls, city officials and others, passing up the grand entrance 
to the Chamber 

The Lieutenant-Governor, on reaching the Throne, read the 
first Address to the members delivered in the new Chamber, and 
the first indeed since his appointment to office. One of the part- 
graph of the Address is given: “Tt gives me great pleasure to 
meet you as a Legislative Assembly for the first time sinee my 
‘appointment as Licutenant-Governor;; and it is peeuliaely grati 
fying that I am privileged to do so in these beautiful buildings, 
now so nearly completed, and so well adapted for your aeeom- 
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odation and the convenience of the public service. I regret 
that the condition of the work dia not admit of my ealling you 
together at an earlier day. Tt is to me a souree of historical in- 
terest to remember that Iam addressing the Logislative As. 
sembly of this provinee in the first year of the second century of 
he existence of representative government in Canada ‘The pro: 
gress of events from the first. Parliament, opened by His Exeol 
mney, Governor Simeoe, at Niagara, in 1792, to the opening of 
this Parliament to-day, shows what great strides have been made 
towards the development of the country, and the enlargement of 
the privileges of citizenship under the Constitution given to us 
by the Imperial Parliament, As a native of Ontario, and for 
fears connected with the public life of Canada, T rejoice to 
believe that under our prusent relations with tho Empire we ean 























enjoy every right and privilege necessary to the fullest exercise 





of self-government 
With the reading of prayers hy Speaker Ballantyne, and the 

transaction of a few ana 

fond gentury of Ontari 

the happiest conditions, and ina building that is worthy of a 


vs of parliamentary business, the see: 





legislative life was inaugurated under 





wealthy, advaneed and progressive provine 


Another interest are following the opening exercises, 





ing fo 
which warrants a reference, was the presentation to Sir Oliver 
Mowat of a life-size portrait of hiniself, executed by Mr. Robert 
Harris, of Montreal, In his felicitous reply, the Attorney-Gen- 
eral took al life, and, lth 

wal nature, it nerits a place ina work such as this. 











sion to review his lon igh of 








a per 
‘Sir Oliver said in reply 
Mr. Christie and gentlemen, am very grateful for the 
warm feelings towurds me whieh are shown by your address. T 
Jo not pretend to merit your encomiums, but I appreciate deeply 
it which has inspived thew, understand that the por- 
Jn you do me the honor of presenting is pronounced by 





the 9 
trait 
connoisseurs to be a sueeess both asa work of art and as a good 
likeness. As a likeness it tells me that I look eonsiderably older 
than Tfeel, though not older than I am. I eannot. conceal from 
iyself that a man in his 73rd year is an old man, however little 
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hhe may feel his years, and many things to whieh my personal 
memory extends back eompel me to realize that I have had al: 
ready a long life. ‘The rveent sorrow which has eome pon me 
has turned my thoughts involuntarily in that direction, and I 
have been ealling to mind that I have now outlived neatly all iy 
ly contemporaries and early nssoviates, and asany of later date 
il to mind that in my own time and within my own memory 
1 transformation bas been aeeomplished in the political eondition 
of the province, and in everything that goes to make up a great 
and a civilized community. T remember when neither our pro- 
vinee, nor any other British provinee, had responsible govern: 
ment. Tremember when the eonduet of provincial affairs was 
not by the elected representatives of the population, nor by” per 
sons of their appointing, or having their confidence. 1 knew the 
provinee when it had no municipal i now known to 
the essential to local interests and loeal progress. "T knew the pn 
vince when the various churches, amongst whieh its w 
listributed, were not equal hefore the law: when the established 
chureh of old England was practically the established church 
hore, and when there were claimed for it the exclusive rights 
and privileges of an establishment, and one-seventh of the whole 
land of the country. I vemember the provinee when there was 
in it not one university, not one college, and no.system of public 
veliools Tremember when at every election there was bat one 
polling place for a whole eounty, no matter how extensives when 
we election lasted for a week, and when (exeept in towns) the 
ly voters were frvcholiers. T remember when the provineo 
had not a mile of railway, nor Ebelieve a mile of macatamized 


road. I remember when the prineipal eities of the present day 
were but villages—when this gront city of Toronto was « Little 


York,” and its population was three or fourthousand, Treinen: 


her when the whole provinee had—or was supposed to have—a 
population of bat 150,000, and therefore less than the population 
now of Toronto alone. My memory thus goos back of the tine 
when E began the practice of my profession here a half eentury 
ago. ‘The city had then a population of but. 15,000, and Upper 
Canada a population of but half @ million. ‘The changes whieh 
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have taken place in our provinee in that half century have been 
great. Its progress in population, in wealth, in education, 
in intelligence, in political freedom, and in most other things 


which serve to make @ country attractive and great, has in fact 





been enormous, 
While this progress has been going on, what a disappearance 
there has been of the men I remember as in various ways helping 
wave all passed away 
and very many of their successors have passed away too. So it 
hhas been with the clergy, the journalists, the bankers, the judyes, 
the lawyers, and men of every other class, whom T remember as 
prominent in those days 
Tt was as an alderman of this city that I began my publie 
life sone 36 years ago. Iwas an alderman for the years 185 
and 1858. Only two of my assoeiates in the eity eouneil are liv 
ing now. Most of the electors, of both parties, who were active 


it on. The politicians of my early days 





in securing my election, have gone also. 

While still an alderman Twas elected ly the south viding of 
Ontario to a seat in the Legislative Assembly of the then pro: 
vvinee of Canada, and I remained a member until I accepted a 
vice-chancellorship in 1864, Of those who were my’ fellow- 
members of the Legislature, very few arenow living. I know of 
but one of them who is a member of the present Parliament of 
Ganada, Not one (exeept myself) isa member of the present 
Legislative Assembly of Ontario. 

“So, of the frst Ontario Cabinet under my premiership, not 
Dabinet now. Some honored and valued 
colleagues are dead, and others, honored and valued likewise, 
have, for reasons personal to themselves, gone into other avoca- 
tions. Not one colleague was parted with through any political 
difference, or any personal estrangement, OF the members of 
the Ontario Assembly elected in 1867, only one is a member of 
the present House, Of those who were members in 1872, when 
I myself became a member, I believe three only (besides myself) 
are members now. 

“Tt was with great hesitation that I left the Bench for the 
Legislature and Government, when I was invited by the then 





one isa member of the 
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Livutenant-Governor to take on me the position which I have 
ice held. Judicial work was for we congenial work ; and it is 
work which, when well and conseientionsly done, is of great it 
portance and great value to the community. But Tam glad now 
that T made the exchony 

volved (as you observe) financial sacrifices. Money is not every 

the 
dienes of the people affords 





‘even though the new position has in. 








thing; an 





sulership of a Government which has the eonti 





yportunity of rendering publie ser- 





vieo groater than the hono 
rust helieve that the opportunity whieh I obtained of doing an 
inereased amount of good has not been thrown away, or I would 
not so long have been sustained in offiee by the people of the 
province, nor would I be reeeiving to-day such an adress as you 


rable position of a judge supplies. I 


have presented to me 





Tam glad to have vetained my: premiership long en 
itigent. bul 
as premier of the 


hte 






see the ereetion 
Which we ate assembled, and to take my pla 
provinee at the first session of the Li 





sid completion of the 1s 








latins Held here. ‘The 





‘occasion is to me all the more interesting, as this day is the 19th 
‘est of my honored eo 
es was sworn iu as commissioner of public works. This 





anniversary of the day on whieh the 





ea, 





Iilding, erveted under his eare and supervision 9s such, eommis- 


mont of his 





sioner, will, as long ws the building stands, be a momu 


alministrative ability, his energy and his eeonomy. T doubt if 








fever before any Government hl erveted a publie building, cost 
ing a million and a yuarter of dolls without any extras worth 
the naine 

Lawn glad that you appreciate, as To, the merits of all my 


colleagues in the Government, It gives me pleasure at all times 
ss that to them and their predecessors in the admin 
istration the success of my long premiership has largely been 





to bear vit 


Tn answering your address, I have put in words some of the 
jes whieh during the last few weeks have been coming (0 
ime with unaccustomed foree, But they are not making me sup- 
pose that my life or its work is near its end. ‘That I have no 


right to assame, and Ido not assume, T have had a lon past 
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bat I look forward to having a future, also; and it inay bea long. 
fature, though not long as compared with my past. Whatever 
of life and capacity for publie usefulness may by divine provid- 
tence be continued to me, T hope to devote to the same public 
already so many of the best years of my 








serviee, which hus had 
life, Having the great advantage of long experience in affairs, 
T may look for inereasing usefulness as long as bodily health and 





mental vigor remain unimpaired; and in this way I may hope to 
realize in some moderate measur’ the good wishes and kind an- 
ticipations which you have been pleased to express in your too 
flattering aildress, [should like to be remembered asa politician 
‘who was faithful to pablie duty, who used the machinery of party 
for the publie good, who did what in his place he could to help 
the helpless, to lighten the burden of the heavy-laden, to promote 
the comfort and well-being of the masses of the people, and to 
make the wheels of business activity and of industry run 
smoothly and safely, for the common advantage of all classes of 
the population, Tnall this I'am sure that T have yoursympathy, 
and shall, as hitherto, have your support. 








As an appropriate conclusion of this chapter, the names of the 
various Cabinet Ministers sinee 1867 to the present are given, 


CABINET MINISTERS FROM CONFEDERATION 



















































































CHAPTER XU 


1792-1892. 


HIE close of the first century of Ontario's existence as 
a soparate provinee ia. Btting time for a review of 
ite history and developinent, but volumes instead of 
mages would be required to Fully reont all that bas 
“anspinal hetsreen the holding of the fiewt Pariament on 
rigs banks, and the session of the Legislature now 
arity old in its new home, of to adequately mens the 
sttoet of the legislation that has emanates ne Legislative 
Chambers of the four Parliament buil 
‘That is a task avcaiting the historian, ‘The most that 
“here is the institution of a few comparisons 
Nove, us affording a gauge by which 
ne mneastved on a few lines, 
























in this 


need be attempte 
ebwoen the Then and the 
Gatario’s progress and growth can 
Searle legislation, methods of government, religions pitt 
cea ok of privileges, society, slavery, the treatment of the 
Free er trade anil eominere, the disposition of erown lands, aid 
For this purpose reference is coined chielly tothe 


of ous proviweial history 














other topies 
first doce! 
Tn the early days of Ontario's pat 





‘liamentary Ife, the Indian 
S aarean ever-present problem, and a frequent subject of 
case, fu which Brant's name played a prominent 
ences with representatives 
1 American Governments were often held, the 
‘of both being to hold the tribes to an al 
‘Simeoe’s suggestion made 


question 
state correspon 
part. Councils of Indians and confe 
of the British anu 

tain effort on the part 
Togianee to theirrespective countries 
te ake the present site of the eity of London the expital 
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of the provinee was chiefly based upon the importance of having 
the seat of Government where it would to some extent divide the 
Iusian tribes in Upper Canada, separating the Mohawks on the 
Grand River from their fellow red-anen in the northern and west 
corn part of the provi 
"The British 
uestion of the settlement of the bound 











jovernment of that day was keenly alive to the 
between Canada and 
the United States being hastened, so as to prevent the Indians 





fzom coming into possession of any space Letyeen the two coun- 
ties and thus jeopardizing the pence of both, 

Simcoe recognised the diffieulty of retaining the affections of 
the Indians, 90 a8 not to give pretext to the United States Gov 
ernment to begin hostilities against Canada, Commissioners 
from the United States held prolonged couneils with the Indians 
at Newark, Buth 
the intent, as has been said, of wooin 











> Creek, Saginaw and other points, all with 





them into an American al 
Fiance. In 1793, three great councils were held at Newark, in 
the presence of the Governor, the Indian 
officers of the 

attend iT 
the couneil adjou 





Commissioners and the 


ort Evie to 





garrison, 50 chiefs having come vi 





ws were given a belt of wampums, and 
ed to Sandusky in July of 1793, no Tess than 
300 chiefs of the Seven Nations passing: through Newark on their 
way to the Grand Connell, ‘Thus the yanse 
‘of duplicity, on the part of some, was play 
IS12 divided both white and red into 

A keen competition was also earried on for years between the 
British and Ameriean Govermnents in the presentation of gifts 

such of the Indians as were suspeeted of being open to intl 
cenees of that character, ‘The Americans showered presents apon 
them, and of the £60,000 given annually Ly the Imperial Gov 
ferment for the maintenance of the department of Tndian affairs 
in Upper Canada, « eertam proportion was set apart for the par 














chase of muskets, powder, knives, tomahawks, mirrors, and other 
articles dear to the heart of the Indian. Flags, with the aris of 
the province printed on them, were distributed with the object, 
no doubt, of ineuleating loyalty. Silver medals wore given away 
in eousiden 








ble numbers, and the Mohawk ehureh on the Grand 
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River re resented with a communion service of solid 
silver, which is still in use 
Tribute the gifts" with econoiny and effect. 
ta lectow the King’s bounty on the Tucky reeipients with every 
vrvonyeand when the pomp of the soldiery of Newark 
qeness of an Indian counell, 
jomed chiefs, the effect: ean 


eve Was P 





‘Simcoe was admonished to dis 
Te was also decided 








possible ee 
br York was added to the pictures 
with feather-bedecked and. sealprat 
sity be imagined as dramatic and impressive 
ants loyalty to Great Britain is regarded as historical fact 
but that there wore fears the Americans would induce him to 
‘on their side is evidenced by the bestowal 

{ Brant’s death, after whieh 
ity. He 

1 from 





throw his influen 
his wife of a pension in ease of 


This may secure bis fi 


Simcoe adds significantly 

me he ought to le.” He was charg 
nees which were, itis to be 
f speech of which he 









is not so. respect 
time to time with trensovable utter 
among,“ the improper lil 
Te fact, anisunilerstandings were the rule between 
Tian anthorities from the ineeption 
uestion ix ably set forth in a 
Honse of Assombly in 1806 








pee 
Brant andthe Upp Cana 
rege aide of the 





the provinee 
petition which he prosented to the 
ons House of Assembly, in Parlia- 


he Honorable, the Com 
n Josep Brat 





“Assembled, the petition of Cp 





‘that in the year 1775, when the war 


ResprerrvLLy SHEWETH 
ier colonies had eommuenced, the 


vebyween Great Britain and 
Mahawk nation, always faithful to the eause of the King, took a 
ented and active part, and Teaving their families to the merey 
throught off the Indian department through @ bos: 
file country, into Canada, where their eonduct was highly ap 
proved by Sir Gay Carletor, who, in public eounell with the 
pefians, desired them to take up the hatchet and defend their 
rights: he then solemnly engaged that we should be amply r 
any’ lomes we mightsustain during the war. Some 

foreseen that the contest was likely to 

‘we stated our situation to the late Sir 
4 Commander-in-Chief 
by 








ff the enem 





runerated for 
‘years after, when it was 
‘take an unfavorable tur 
Frederick Haldimand, then Governor and 
inl resested a confirueation of Cleneral CarTeton's promive 
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which it was understood that the Indians who had lost thei 
lands should receive an equi 

onfirmed as those they were possessed 
of before the war and the grant which we afterwards obtained 





alent in this country, and at all 
events have them as fully 





is now before your Honorable House, ‘The lands thus granted, 

although from the quantity and situation by no me 

valent for our losses, we cheerfully accepted in full confidence 
our own property, at least as much so. as 

1 by joining the British Standard at the 

‘commencement of the war, After thus obtaining these lands, 





that they should L 








those we had saerifi 








wwe, with the approbation of General Haldimand, settled sou 
white families on the tract (many of whom hal served with us) 








for the purpose of making roads and teaching our people the 
benefits of agricultme, Tam sorry to say that our grievances 
emmmeneed upon the establishment of the present Government 





‘of Upper Canada, by whom it was contemplated ta curtail as of 
a great part of this tract. Considering ourselves tinder the pro- 
tection of His Majesty, it beeomes a duty we owe to ourselves 
and our posterity, eandidly to state the difficulties we labor under. 
Divisions ave been fomented amongst the Indians, That a 
small spot of ground of so Tittle consequence to the British nation 
should become a matter of eontenti 

their intention, but if unfortunately for us this should be the 
dered as too large for the 
former services and losses of the Indians, in God's name let them 
contirm the one-half, We are aware that all representations of 
this nature should eome through the Indian department, but as 
they have long since ceased from paying attention to our eom- 
plaints, we are under the necessity of appealing to your Honorable 
igh sueh means as you in 





we cannot suppose to be 





case, and if ever this small tract is 





House in hopes of obtaining relief thr 
‘your wisdom shall see ft 








On behalf of the Indians. 
(Signed) Josuw Bran 
Agent 


‘Simeoe and his suecessors,on the other hand, objected to grant- 
ing patents to Americans to whom Brant had sold lots, on the 
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ground that the establishment of an alien population jn the heart 
Of the province would be inimical to its best interests, if not its 
was finally settled hy the issuance of pat- 

the 








safety, ‘The ma 
nts eovering three townships of the Five Nations’ tract, 





Condition that the settlers should take the oath of allegiance, 
Brant had, during the progress of the dispute, boasted of his 
power over the militia, and had made a speech at a eouneil where 
he held up the Exeeutive Government to contempt. ‘The wily 
chief also sought revenge on President Russell by changing him 
With having aequired an wndwe amount of land in the vieinity 
Of York, ‘This may account for Russell's letter to Whitehall, 
Avhere he says Brant was rude beyond exeuse in having refused 
to dine with him, after having accepted his invitation, and in 
Which he maliciously concludes: * Although canning, Brant is 
thrown off his guard by Fiquor or impatience of control 

‘Thus one of the most harassing difficulties connected with the 
adininistration of the provinee early in the century, has not only 
Deen solved, hut that department of Governmental control trans- 
ferved to the Dominion Parliament and 

‘Oar parliamentary prodecessors had further to deal with the 





























ecutive 





vexed question of the allotment of lands in a new country ax 
ivell as the clergy reserves, whieh disturbed the publie transl 
ity for nearly tivo generations, but before they became a subject 
of discussion and agitation the early rulers had in their own 
hands the apportionment of evown lens to the United Empire 
pvalists, and from this alsoarose seandals anid charges of unjust 
*| unfair discrimination, Simeoe professed to be anxious to 

which prevailed in the United States, 





prevent the land -grabhi 
i prone Washington was advertising his lanl as the crea of the 
| Qomtry," and to that end opposed the granting of lnrge blocks, 











So that it had a bad effect upon bond fide settlers. For this rea- 
son he refused the North-West Company a grant of what is now 
Sault Ste. Marie. But serious abuses crept in notwithstancdin 

‘and in spite of the establishment of land boards in the various 





‘jstrite, indeed some writers aeeuse Peter Russell of "feathering 





warged. Gov 





in this connection, as Brant had 


! his own nest 
led Russell, in'@ private letter to the 


ernor Hunter 


















































Then and Now 139 





King, had this to say of his predecessor: “ Had it depended upon 


Russell, he would have granted lands to the devil and all his 





amily (as good loyalists) provided they could have paid the fees. 
During the first five years frem 1792 to 1797, the U: 

Ina rogeived 100,000 aeres of land. It was first intended that only 
the original loyalists, with their immediate deseendants of sons or 
laughters, should receive grants, but this rule was so far depart- 
‘ed from as to necessitate after a time a vigorous application of 
I rule, 





Loyalists 








the origi 

‘Among the recipients of land grants, Simeoe himself receiv 
5,000 acres as a colonel of the Queen's Rangers. Benedict Arnold 
applied for a large area, on the ground of military serviees—no 
Jesst han 50,000 aeres—but Simeoe reported that he was a eharae 

















ter extremely obnoxious to the original loyalists of America, 
His application was therefore relused, although his estate ult 
imately received 5000 acres in the township of Gwillimbury 


William Berezy obtained a grant of 64,000 acres in the township 

‘of Markham, and brought @ colony there from New York State 

‘The Count de Puissaye, on the other hand, failed in his attempt 
rench loyalists. 





to settle a colony 0 
‘The aggregate of grants made to individuals, esceutive council 
lors, officers, soldiers, militia claimants, and refgees from the 
United States, at last amounted to nearly half the surveyed land 
in the province, and the abuses connected with the administrat 









of the public lands was one of the strongest arguments advane 
by Lond Durham in recommending the eonstitntional chang 
which resulted in the passage of the Union Act 








nada eonsistedl of nearly 





The original Crown area of Upper € 
27,000,000 acres, or nearly 200,000 square miles. OF this, 43, 
(000,000 acres have been surve 
53,000,000 acres (including the water aren) is still unsmrvey 

Between 1792 and 1839, Crown lands were disposed of as 
follows: 





od, setdled and eultivated and over 









Warrants and fats under od regulations a 0 
der new regulations 115,158 
“ ‘ited Hinpce and Milt lamata 2406 08 
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Peter Robinwots ates ate 00 
(Otter and Solder’ warrants 1270 
(Office of regular Ary and Navy 135 924 
Warrant for lan without purchase 2.00 
Warrant for land Bp 2,00 
By 1798, when the province was divided into eountios and 


wrovinee contained 





the four original districts of ‘the 
ni one hundred and fifty-eight townships, 
1792. 











twenty-three eounti 
runieipal organization proceeded since 





so rapidly: i 
slag, ae a striking evidenee of the growth of acentury, On 


has forty-five counties, with over eight hundred townships 
he following is a list of the Commissioners of Crown Lands 

the Cnion tll the present tine, with years of office 

R. B. Sullivan, 1841; Hon, John Davidson, 1841-2 














Hon, A. X. Morin, 1842-8; Hon, D. P. Papineau, 1844-7; Hon. 


John A. Macslonald, 1847-8; Hon, J. H. Price, 148-515 How, 
Hon, Louis V. Sigotte, 1853: Hon. A. N. 
Hon. B. P. Taché, 
1858, 





John Rolph, 1851-53 
Mori, 1553-55 ; Hom, Joseph Cauchon, 1855 
1s57: Hon. Le V. Sicotte, 1857-58: Hon. A. A. Dorion, 
Hon. P.M. Vankoughnet, 1858-62: Hon. George Sherwood, 1862 












Hon Win, MeDougall, 1862.04: Hon, Alexander Campbell, 1864 
7 Stephen Richards, 1867-71; Hon, M,C. Cameron, 1871 
Hon. RW, Seott, IN71-73: Hon, 'T. B. Pardee, 1878-89; Hon. 
Arthur S. Handy, present occupant sinee 1891. 





‘No more striking eontrast between “ His Majesty's Provinee of 
Upper Canada” of 1792 and the Ontario of 1802, need be afford 
ced than a short topographical deseription published in 1709, by 
D. W. Smyth, the Surveyor-Ceneral of the Upper Canadian Pro- 
ce pon instructions from Major-General Simeoe, which em 
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phasizes the few points of population or settlement in the vast area 
comprising Upper Canada, As the proclamation of July 16th, 
1742, shows, the provinee was sub-divided into ninoteen districts 
What is now Brant county was then an Indian reservation, 
with Lincoln and York as neighbors on the south and north-east 
Kent eounty took in “all the eountry not already ineluded in 
the several counties herein described ; extending northwanl to 
the boundary line of Hudson's Bay, including all the territory to 
the westward and southward of the suid line, to the utmost ex: 
nnt of the country commonly known by the mune of Canada 
‘This district sent two representatives to the local Parliament. 
Kingston had then become a port, and a point of comparative im= 
portanes, while the shores of the Bay of Quint® had become 
fairly well settled by U. E. Loyalists, ‘Toronto's Island was then 
a peninsula, ealled Gibraltar Point, with stores and blockhouses 
commanding the entrance to the harbor. ‘The River Don,” says 
the gazettecr attached to the maps, “empties into the harbor a 
Tittle above the town, running through a marsh which, when 
‘drained, will afford beautiful and fertile meadows.” Settlement 
in the vicinity of Burlington Bay was confined to the beach, 
where an old-time inn, the King’s Head, had been built by orter 
fof the ever-watchful Simooe. Niagara, at this time, contained 
150 houses, while military posts were situate at Queenston, 
Chippewa and Fort Evie, ‘The north shore of Lake Erie had only 
‘8 fow settlements until Ambersthung—another military post— 
was reached, Fifteen miles up the Thames the site of Chatham 
pad been chosen by Simeoe,as had London, at the main forks of 
the same river. Michilemackinae, called by the Canadians Las 
Grosse Isle, was also a part of the vast domain of the new province 
One of the earliest signs of a democratic spirit in the provin 
is seen in the correspondence between Simeoe and Dundas, the 
formerhaving found thatthe spiritof the youngeountry was against 


the election of half-pay officers, and in favor of men who dined 
in common with their servants! This did not prevent hin from 
indulging in a little electioneering, presumably in his own inter 
cesta, na, in the same letter, he congratulates himself on having 
teen enabled to seeure the return at Kingston of Mr. White 
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his Attorney-General, though he was defeated at ¢ later election; 
when the Government paid all the expenses ineurred Uy: the 
Tefented ember. As to the composition of the two Houses 
the members of the Assembly were active and zealous for par 
ticular measures, which were, in the Governor's opinion, improper 
set futile, while they indulged jn over-liberality in providing for 
the offies of the House, and he concluded, therefore, that the 
Logislative Council, being eautions and moderate, would consti- 








tate a valuable cheek upon prveipitate measures, This alleged 
‘over-tiberality ” is hardly consistent with the scores of applien- 
tiene for increase of salary that found their way to England, not 
lone from the eivil servants of that day, but from presilents 
‘ulministrators and judges 

‘Simnene evidently regarded the bill for imposing a tax on spirits 
to produce £1,500 as one of the precipitate measures” the rejec: 
Hon of which eaused no little resentment on the part of the meu 
hom A bill alopting the elective principle in town affiirs he 
neseeded in having postponed. " Fence-viewers” were even 
Tong those to receive office by election, An *ill-ligested bill 
fo make irregular marriages valid was only withdrawn on the 
bill should be prepared for the next session, 


promise that a pro 
the 


venich was done and passed. Simeoe's chief fear seemed to be 
> make matrimony a meh less 








isposition of the Aswmbly 
<alemn or guarded eontract than good poliey would justify.” Th 
Vnembers had their tur at rejecting measmres, the proposal to 
‘lope a county nite for county pr 





‘on the 





oven being defeat 





Al] anggament was use 


plea that it would prevent emigration 
Taal 


fess” writes the Governor, as the members were all 
holders 

If the electors were bent on returning, members * who dined in 
‘common with their servants,” the Governor was on the other hand 
voaxfons to promote an aristocracy,” as he termed it, appointing 
lieutenants to the pop aunties, who in turn had the tight to 
appoint magistrates and military officers under them. 

He was also impressed with the unsatisfactory ecclesiastical 
1d the Home Government to aid in 
settlers to offer themselves for 


lous €0 








state of the Provinee, and ask: 
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ondination, Dundas himself, writing to Simeoe from Whitehall 
thought it was eminently proper “to give encouragement to 
clergymen of good morals and sound principles 

In this eonneetion, « report of the Hon, Richart Cartwright, 
one of the Legislative Councillors, on “The Marriage Law in 
Upper Canada,” made in 1792, is given as affording an interest. 
ing: point of comparison with the religious privileges enjoyed in 
1895, 


‘Report on the subject of Marviages and ‘the State of the 
Chel of England in the Province of Upper Canada, hum 
Vly submitted to His Exeelleney Governor Simeoe, 


The Country now Upper Canada was not settled or eultiv 
‘ated in any part except the settloment of Detroit, till 1784, when 
the soveral Provincial Corps doing duty in the Province of Que- 
hhee were reduced, and together with many Loyalists from New 
York established in different Parts of this Province, chiefly 
along the River St Lawrence and the Bay of Quenti, Tn th 

from the year 1777 many famili yalints 

to Butler's Rangers, the Royal Yorkers, Indian De 
parbnent and other Corps doing Duty at the Upper Posts, had 
from Time to Time come into the country, and many young 
Women of these Families were contracted in Marriage which 
‘ould not he regularly solenmized, there being no Clergymen at 
the Posts, nor in the whole country between them and Mont- 
real. ‘The practice in such enses usually was to go before the 
Officer Comnanding the Post who publiekly rvw! to the parties 
the Matrimonial Service in the Book of Common Prayer, asing 


Tus gy an tae i abs Tor prc 
te dedned iy car wimctlnes soa it os dome oy Us 
Aijanta of the Rogimort.AMter the seltiempeat were formed 
in 178 the Junties af the Peace ws to povform the Marri 
Goreinony tl the establishment of Clergymen, i the County 
oe Is pile ulaplé only a. Mooarhy Wal beg AR 
continued in tho Distt where Cleryymen reid.” This snot 


yet the ease with them all; for though the two lower Districts 
nave had each of them « Protestant Clergyman sinee the year 
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1786, it is but a few months sino this (Nassau or Home) Dis: 
trict hath been provided with one ; and the Western Distriet i 
which the settlement of Dettoit is included, is to this Day desti 
ute of that usefal and respectable Onder of men; yet the Town 
Uf Detroit is and has been sinee the Conquest of Canada inhab: 
Jed for the most part by ‘Traders of the Protestant Religion who 
reside thore with their Families, and among whom many Inter 
revrriages have taken place, which formerly were solemnized by 
the Commanding Officer, or some other Layman occasionally ap. 
pointed by the Tuhabitants for reading prayers to them on Sun 
Appa, but of late more eoinmonly by the Magistrates, since Mag. 
jstrates have been appointed for that District. 

From these eirenmstanees it has happened that the Marriages 
of the wenerality of the Inhabitants of Upper Canada are not 
valid in Law, and that their children must. stricto jure be con 
Mered as illegitimate and consequently not intitled to inherit 
thelr property. Indeed this would have been the ease, in my 
“pinion, hud the Marriage Ceremony been performed even by a 
Feygular Clergyman, and with due Observance of all the Forms 
proscribed by the Laws of England. For too clause in the Act 
pethe Lath year of His Present Majesty for regulating the Gov 
tment of Quebec which declares * That in all eases of Contro- 
FRony relative to Property and Civil Rights, resort shall be had 
Yo the Laws of Canada as the rule for the decision of the same 
tppeats to me to invalidate all Marriages not solemized neeord- 
jag to the Rites of the Church of Rome, so far as these Mar 
Hagges are considered as giving any Title to property 

‘Such being the ease it is obvions that it requires the Inter- 
fof the Lagislature as well to settle what is past as to 


position 


Provide some Regulations for the future, in framing of which it 


Fyeuld be considered that good policy requires that in a new 


mniry at east, matrinaonial Connections sould be made as 


Cour 
tary a2 may be consistent with the Tmportanee of such Engago- 


find having pledged myself to Wring this Business for 
‘ward early in the next Session, I am led to hope that Your 
Exeelleney will make such Representations to His Majesty’ 


Ministers as will induc ethem to consent to such arrangements 
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respecting this Business as the circumstances of the Country 
may render expedient, Measures for this purpose having been 
pstponed only because they might be thought to interfere with 









their Views respecting the Clergy of the Establishinent 
Of this Chureh Tam myself a Member and am sorry to sa 
‘that the State of it in this Provinee is not very flattering A 
very suall proportion of the Inhabitants of Upper Canada have 
en educated in this Persuasion and the Emigrants to 
pected from the United States will for the most part be Seetaries 
or Dissenters; and nothing prevents the ‘Teachers of this class 
from being proportionally numerous, but the Inability of the 
People at present to provide for their support, In the East 
Distriet, the most. populous. part of the Provinee, there is no 
Chureh Clergyman, ‘They have a Presbyterian Minister, for 
erly Chaplain to the S4th Regiment, who receives from Gow 
ernment fifty Pounds p. ann. They have also a Lutheran Minis 
ter who is supported by his Congregation, and the Roman 
Catholic Priest settled ut St, Regis occasionally offieintes for the 























































Scots Highlanders settled in the lower part of the Distriet, who 
are very numerous and all Catholics, ‘There are also many 
Dutch Calvinists in this part of the Province who have made 
several attempts to get a teacher of their own Seet but hitherto 
without success, 





In the Midland District where the members of the Chureh 
are more numerous than in any other part of the Provinee, thers 
fre two Church Clergymen who are allowed one hundred pounds 
sti p. ann. each hy Government, and fifty pounds each hy the 
Society for the Propagution of the Gospel 
some itinerant Methodist Preachers, the Followers of whom are 
humerous. “And many of the Inhabitants of the greatest pro 
perty are Dutch Calvinists who have for some time past won 
using their endeavours to get a Minister of thelr own Sect 
among them. Tn the Home District there is one Clergyman who 
hhath been settled here since the month of July last. "The Seots 
Presbyterians who are pretty numerous here and to whieh Sect 
the most respectable part of the Inhabitants belong, have built 
4 Meeting House, and raised a Sulseription for a Minister of 
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‘There are here 


+r own who is shortly expected among them, 
‘slso many Methodists & Dutch Calvinists. 
nthe Western District there are no other clergy than those 
‘of the Chureh of Rome, ‘The Protestant Inhabitants here are 
principally Presbyterians 
sen this Statement Your Excellency will be able to draw 
‘and to judge how far the Estabtishin 
ingland in this Province ma 


thei 








{the proper Conclusions 5 
the Hierarchy of the Churek of Ei 
be proper & expedient 
have the Honor to be 
With the most profound Respect 
‘Your Exeelleney's 
‘Most bumble servant, 
RICHD, CARTWRIGHT, Jv 





Sewank, 12th October, 1792 


{The history of the gradual growth of religious freedom is par 

vetitions on the subject presented to the 
The earliest of these petitions were 
referred to by Mr. Cart 


Chureh of England cout! 





contained in the p 





tial 
Tegislatnre by the Counell 
repeal of the Marriage Lave 





svright, by whieh onl 
perforin the marris 
1 of the first parliamentarians, 
‘and were, in addition, signed 

‘dissenters joining under the 
Such an attack on the 


NMitdonal Clergy was to be resisted, but, as has been pointed out 
vieation forced the repeal of the Act soon after. * Their 
rly be on the Sevenths set apart for the 

and true enough 


y clergymen of the 
Some of these prayers were in the 
couched in very unbecom: 








opinion 
ing language 1 by men who shoutd 
have acted otherwise, all classes of 


jndoterminate name of Presbyterians 


the 
next attempt will probal 
National Church,” Sinneoe exclaims in fright, 
tho elergy reserves were next attacked, though their abolition 
‘id not follow Gill long after: 

England not only sent out our riers, but our frst judges, .nit= 
tory ffiars and clergyinen.of he established church, Chit 
Jeelice Elmsley was wecompanied by clergymen of “indepen 
most respectable character,” and £500 was given in 

ing ehurehes as an incitement to the 





and m 
96 towards build 









05 and 17 








ning 
may 


1 the 
could 
pecot 
should 
Jer the 
on the 
rd out, 
Their 
for the 
enough 
holition 


2, mili 
Chief 
pendent 
given in 
nt to the 














Then and Now 187 


inhabitants All idea of supporting ministors by tithes had been 
then abandoned, and the provincial rulers were told to provide 
other means by which the cler ld be suitably maintained, 
the Clergy Reserves being their solution of the question, Tn 
1797 Russell asked leave to have churches built at Newark, York, 
Comwall and Sundwieh. Up to this time Kingston was the 
only town in the provinee possessing’a Protestant ehuureh, Brant 
also applied for a missionary for the Five Nations, and Russel 
advised the Bishop of Quebee to send;them a “pious missionary,’ 
which was done. In 1799 there$were only throe clergymen of 
the Established Church in the entire provinee, and the fear was 
expressed that, should religion remain mueb langer in this state 
there would be everything to fear for the morals of the people. 

A few years later another evidence of the interest taken in the 
religious state of the province was affon grant of £100 
per annum by the Prince Regent for every futuse missionary of 
the gospel sent from England, and who remained in serviee for 
ton years, ‘The Local Parliament, in 1807, petitioned Sir Francis 
Gore to pay £50 to the church or town Warlens of Sandwich, 

‘ewark, York, Augusta and Cornwall, to be expended upon the 
churehes in these several places 

But while the Established Churches thus received government 
assistance and official recognition, the dissenting bodies labored 
under disabilities that did much to foster the spivit of rebellion 
Which manifested itselfin 1837, How vastly the conditions have 
changed since 1802, for instance, when petitions were sent to the 
Legislature from “the society of people called Methodists 
couched in terms similar to the following 

The petition of the religious community ealled Methodists 
humbly sheweth : ‘That the Methodist churches or congregations 
in this infant Provinee of Upper Canavla are numerous, and a lange 
number of the principal members are of those people ealled UT. E, 
Loyalists, or their deseondants, having fled from their former 
homes or habitations and joined the Royal British Standard, to 
which they have sinee firmly adhered, and in whose defence 
should the necessity of the case require it, your petitioners trust 
their loyalty in the defence of the rights of the best of Sovereigns 
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would be as conspiewous as it heretofore has been, well assured 
that none would be resdier to risk their lives and properties 

defence of Government than those belonging to the Methodist 
societies. Your petitioners being liable to all the statutes, dates, 
Services, pains and penalties, with those of other religions in the 
provinee, and have not an equal participation with them in their 
fligious rights, whieh we, your petitioners, think a great griev 
‘ance, have therefore prestined to solieit your honorable House 
amongst whom we know there are men well acquainted with our 
religions tenets,and who know our sufferings. We, your petitic 

fers, have not the least doubt, from the liberality of your House 
Dut that every step will be taken and everything done for us that 


Siioners, therefore humbly pray that an Act tiny’ be pase in 
vtnvringe, az well a to eonfiron all past rarviages perfor 
qhem. “tii requisition we, your pelitioner, pray may be taken 
wpyece a> reasonable Chet opposition will lay down. his head 
Tnly of the faubitants of this provinee, and who are not the 
Meee atimerous eect Inthe differnt distrits of Upper Canad 
And your petitioners wil then as now, and shal, ex in 

bound, ever Pay 

Strangely forgo the sprit of to-day is another petition 
pemntal fo the Howse in 1806, declaring Sat one. Benajah 
Hltlory had been legally and unduly eleted to represent the 
aise of London, om the ground that, oth before and sinc 
Nisceletion, he had buen a preacher and teacher of the religions 
rety or et called Methods, whereupon the House resolved 
that the petition did contain. grounds and reasons sufient, i 
tstantisted, to saake hiselection yok, John Roblin and James 
WWilwn, who were elected in TS10 to represent Lennox a Ad- 
ington and Prince Euward counties respetively, were unseated 

he Mennoniten an Quakers aso had grievance 
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Whereas, by an Act of the Provinee, passed in the thivty-third 
year of His Majesty's reign, your petitioners, after producing a 
‘ertitieate from three or four respectable people, one of whom 


must be a preacher, in thesoeiety to which they helong, shall pay 
in time of peace four dollars a year, and in time of invasion or 
insurrection, twenty dollars a year, for which favorable law aud 
liberty of eonseienee we axe thankful to God and the Govern 
ment under which we live, And whereas, many of our sons, now 
under age and ineapable of judging in matters of conseienee, are 
not as yet considered as church members, and eannot, of eotrse, 
secure the necessary eertifieates, we, therefore, humbly pray 
the same indulgence may be extended to them that is granted 
ourselves, their parents, that is, that they may be exempted from 
serving in the militia, by paying the commutation money anil 
they arrive at the age of twenty-one, or until they he admitted 
as chureh members. And your petitioners further pray that your 
honorable body will take into your eonsideration the many Vif 
calties which poor people with large families have to Inbor under 
in new settlements, and if you, in your wisdom, should deem meet 
to essen the burden of our commutation money, your petitioners, 
as in duty bound, shall ever pray 

Happily all these difficulties were long ago removed, and abso- 
Tute religious freedom is ouns to enj 

The paternalism of the home government also included, to 
some extent, the educational needs of the new country, As 
early as 1796, they were of opinion that Quebee or Montreal 
wore the only suitable places for the establishment of a pul 
ie school, where Greek, Latin and other branches might be 
tanght, though Simeoe in reply strongly recommended the 
treetion of a university, One of the earlier grammar sehools 
was established in Kingston, the salary of the teacher being 
appropriated from the revenues of the King’s mills Mr 
(afterwards Bishop) Strachan taught school for three years 
‘at Cornwall, one of his pupils thus aptly deseribing him: " Mr 
Shas now been married nearly two months, and lives in great 
style, and keeps three servants, He is a great friend to. th 

‘and spends his money as fast as he gets it. He is very’ pas. 
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sionate.” ‘The setting apart of the schobl lands soon furnished 
the necessary funds, and edueational facilities were slowly and 
gradually provided in the shape of rude log school houses, and 
teachers, with perhaps more of native ability than the trained 
ihalifieations now required, Many of these old-time tutors tra~ 
crying need of education for their children, on the part of the 
carly setilers, is seen in their petitions to the Government, one of 
whieh reads 





led from settlement to settlement dispensing education. ‘The 





of the 





‘The petition of the undersigned magistrates and othe 
vet 





county of Glengarry, eastern distriet, humbly 
That amidst the many blessings your petitioners enjoy under 

the constitution and Government of this provinee, and notwith- 
standing the wise exertions of the Legislature to promote the 
publi prosperity, they still contemplate with anxiety the ill 
onseqences that may result: from the want of schools, both to 
the present generation and to posterity, ‘That though the 
scarcity of these useful institutions may be ascribed in. some 
dlogree to the infant state of the provinee in general, and to the 
want of adequate ineans to give thom weight and perpetuity, yet 
peculiar cireumstances aggravate these unavoidab e tnisfortunes, 
jn this part of the provinee in particalar. ‘The Highlanders who 
‘his county, and who 














form the great majority of inhabitants 
are in general a moral and religious people, are yet extremely 
Duckward in promoting any public institutions of 1-amning. 

Tn their native country they were accustomed to hear the 
beauties of Christianity inculented in their mother tongue, 
whence many of them supposed that an English education was 
mneeessary, and what each individual was made to contribute 
buy public authority towards the support of a scho 
light and so impereeptibly collected with the annual rents, that 
the mass of the people actually forgot that they bore any part of 
the burden, 

“These cireumstances, together with the momerous charity 
schools established in different parts of the Highlands of Scot- 
land, which eost nothing to the inhabitants, have impressed the 
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natives of that country with habits of thinking unfavorable to 
Public institations, and the few schools founded among them here 
(by the painful exertions of certain individuals) are so diseour 
aging and unprofitable to public instructors, that consequently 
they are fluctuating and of little value. Your petitioners there 
fore submit it to your consideration whether the ereetion of 





schools by public authority in the most central places in the 





country, under such regulations as may to your wi 





meet ‘and with such provisions as eireumstances anay- afford 
would not he a measure of great utility 





both in political and 
moral view, to the rising generation, and would not speedily 
counteract the effect of un improper bias contracted by the 
people, who in other respects sre a reasonable and valuable de 
seription of men, And, as in duty bound, your petitioners will 
ever pray, ete 

‘To-lay there are in this provinee six thousand eommodion 
sehool structures, accommodating half a million registered pnpils 
taught by 8,000 well-trained teachers. 

Reference has already heen made to the existence of slaver 








in the province, and the pasiago of an Act of abolition dusing 
the first Parliament, "Though we bestow praise upon the legis 
Iators who passed such a beneficent law so early in the history 
of the province, some of them strenuously opposed it, anany 
plansable arguments} 

earness of Ia 





wought forward in respect to. the 








ani the difficulty of obtaining servants. A 
correspondent of that day has written, “ Some possessing Negroes, 
knowing that it was questional thor 
ize slavery, wished to rejvet the bill entirely, others wished to 
by giving leave to import for two years. A 
compromise was effected by seeuring the property (slaves) aleady. 
held, but putting an immediate stop to importation and provid 
for the gradual abolition of slavery 





if any subsisting law 





supply thenisely 








An incident in connection 





with the existence of slavery in tlie provinee is recorded in the 
"gro girl at Newark, who was sold to a 
person in the United States, 

The following is u copy of receipt for a sun of money paid 





forcible abduetion of 





fora negro woman in Canade in 1812, The transaetion to 
place about where Colborne novr stands 
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tify that T have this day sold for the consider 


. paid by William H. Wall- 


ation of forty pounds to me in band p 

















ridge, iny negro woman Bett, of about twenty-five yearsot 
inl her fafant child, to have and to hold from me or every other 
person whatover, as witness my haul this 14th day of Mareb, 
si. Josern Kiet 
Witnesses present 
Eutas, WaLsasancr 
Asa Swe 


nitely when party: Hines were first 





It is diffieult to say de 
formed. In 1743, Sinucoe congratulates himself that no “adverse 


t fornued itself, though he suspects it may sooner 
Upper than in the Lower House. On the other 





party ” hail y 
take pl 
hand while there had been no direet opposition, there had been 
holivvet support to Government weasures. and he thinks it wise 
to avoid using the negative of the Crown, and perhaps stirring 
up the opposition he evidently feared. Yet there probably has 
pot hen a session of the hmadved held when the Houses were not 
llivided into opposing forces, whether on party Tines as now 
lunlersto, or independent of political bias A curious mess 
From Whitehall expressed the sorrow of Dundas in observing any 
tendency on the part of the members af the Logislature to oppose 
Government in matters #0 evidently beneficial tothe province 
bat, in his generous opinion, allowance must be made for the 
"Po view things ina wide, rather than a 























novelty of the duties 


focal Hight, would naturally be repugnant to the first impressions 





in theiy minds! 
The Hon, Richard Cartwright was undoubtedly one of the 


invlependents of his day, and Simeoe makes frequent reference to 
his opposition, but in a letter to the Duke of Portland, Simeve 
ees the hope of eoneiliating the opposing Councillor and 
ity to the measures of Government that might 





expre 
removing his host 
fe necessary for the public serviee, An organized opposition 
followed Thorpe’s first election in 1806, and ever since such 
“turbulent spirits” as Willeocks, Gourlay, the Bidwells, and the 
later "fathers of reform” obtained seats in the Legislature, th 
ins and the outs have been represented. 
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Another task devolvin 





upon our early administrators: was 








that of opening up the virgin country for settlement, and facil 
tating inter-communieation between the few settlements that 
1L After the Legislature bad been in oxistence for a few 
15, road commissioners were appointed, but the first steps 
were taken unvier Simcoe, who indeed pnrsned a vigorous policy 
in this respeet, after having traversed lange portions oft 





province. He reports in 1793 having found « route hither 
tboknown between York and the waters flowing into Lake Huron, 








‘and merchants wer buying lots in York in anticipation of the 
opening of this route. The Vonge-street ruad leading from York 
to Lake Simeoe (or Lake Aus Claies as it was formerly called 





was also mnade by the Queen's Rangers, and a year or two after- 
ward he reported that seventy families had setth 
lens, Gl 


considerable town in Upper Canada, as the passage 








ster (or Penetangeishene) he held to he the most 
© to the North 
west would be via it,“ Basy means of communication.” between 








Montreal and Lake Huron were also considered, * especially by 
trainea in winter.” Tt was hoped the East India Company would 
establish a warehouse at Kingston, and that trade might be carried 





to a geont length, particularly to C 
ment would innmediately take place; what was 
tem of commerce on the lakes, 


jieago, where Simeoe appre 


ended a sett 








wanted was a lib 








‘This naturally leads to the question of trade and commeree 
whieh the new Government had to deal with. If the law-makers 
legislators of to-day ifficulty to adjust taxation or 
to adopt new methods of raising a revenue, their predecessors 











fou 
tax upon. ‘Then caine the question as to how the export trade 
wanaged, the natural vent for the p 
vinee appearing to be by the Mississippi. For several years, ex 
tending indeed to the time of the union, much frietion was eaused 
by commercial misunderstandings between Upper and Lower 
Canada, Investigations, reeriminations and readjustment of se 
counts followed in quiek suecession, the restill being a spirit far 
removed from the amity that should prevail between sister pru 


the problem much more troublesome and hard to solve 





its, and, Inter, stills were the favorite subjects for levying a 





could be aduee of the pro: 
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vvinees. I is interesting to note, too, that there was an alarm a 
Te power of the monopolist folly a century ago, connects! with 
the Lupply of flour to the garrisons, and a warning is even isswed 
ygainst land jobbers. 

While Parliament mi 
told that the establishment of a Government in Upper Canada 
ve abgolutely necessary for the preservation of British commerce 
Tyuinat the aggression of the United States the two countries 
thereafter watching each other with eyes more or less blinded by 








at Niagara, the home authorities were 








jealousy. 

Note ithatanding the friction between Upper Canada and th 
United States, individual efforts were made to foster trade, One 
trader suggests the possibility of encouraging trade, between 
Mickilemeckinae and Kentucky, based on the trade already es 
tablished with St. Louis, and the settlements on the Ilinois where 
srtish goods srere chiefly consumed. This led the Americans to 
propene'a ton por cent, protective tax on this thule, though Bri= 

ves were disserninated through a chain of posts 











tish manuf 
Nlong. the Missisippi, the Ifinois and other great waterways 
Tllnois then belonged to the Spaniards 

Hlaborate reports were from time to ime made to the Lords 
cof Tre sitting in commercial council in Old London, which 
ealt with the possible produetions of Upper Canada—tobucco, 
Gnaigo, hemp and flax—the importance of the fur trade, relations 
sede the Spaniands in Iifinois, the merchants of Kentucky and 
The Indians, ‘They spoke of how British eapital i=vigorated 
wrerchants of Philadelphia ancl Baltimore, coupled with the hope 
that a preference woul be shown hy British capital for » British 
provinge. The benetit of having mines, expecially iron snines 
irked was pointed out, while attention was drawn to the pos 
wuilities of water power being derived from the rapids and falls 











Bf Niagers—a power that is only now being utilzed—and « 
new method of producing 
years’ exclusive monopoly 





petitioner of 1811, who possessed 
power by steam,” asked for a seven 
okie discovery, offering in the meantime to apply his new power 
vow the beneft of a grist mill” for $35, for a say mil, $35, and 
for a distillery, $2 
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TThe establishment of fairs was among the first steps taken to 
promote internal trade, and when York had been given two 
market days in the year, other sections of the country asked for 
the same privilege. ‘The settlers of Glengarry, as an instance, 
petitioned 

That, in the present state of the country your petitioners ex 
perience ‘many inconveniences from the want of a market for 
several artieles of produee which will handly bear the expense of 
transportation to Lower Canada, where similar articles saw already 
abundant,and the markets are supplied with one half of theexpense 
to the farmer that will unavoidably be inearred by persons From 
this quarter. ‘That, young as this eountry is, it now yields some 


fow supertfuities which might be turned to greater advantage by 


being sold or bartered within itself than by being dispesed 
even at a higher priee in the Lower Provinee, considering the 
loss of time consequent upon going thither, and the perpetual 
rain of money which the countey suffers by lepending. solely 
upon the Montreal market, ‘That, in onder to wemedy these in 
conveniences and disadvantages, your petitioners eoneeive that a 
Fair established at SirJohn Johnson's Mills in this county in the 
months of May and October, would he of essential serviee to the 
community, as in a growing country emigrants and others may 
there be supplied with many necessaries wh’eh the vieinity’ ean 
furnish, and the old inhabitants may find it a sort of eonvenient 
exchange for bartering with one another eattle, horses, sheep, 

ather, wool, yarn, Lutter, suges, homo-spun eloth, linen, and 
such other articles as they ean spare a little of at present, and 
hope to have more in process of time, ‘That, though your peti 
tioners must depend upon the Montreal market. for articles of 
luxury and a few others, yet they flatter themselves that in a 
short time they can furnish a surplus of the most of the neces: 
saries of life within themselves, and that the establishment of an 
ternal market would be a spur to industry and emulation to 
every individual, and may, in time, tum the course of exehang: 
in such articles from the Lower to the Upper Province, as the 
inhabitants do already exeel the Lower Canadians in home mann. 
facture, and hope to out-rival them still more as their means and 
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experience increases, Under those impressions your petitioners 
nie encouraged to enquire whether the scheme of a Fair may 
Ot be eontemplated as an object of some magnitade to the 
habitants of this country, and to hope that it will meet with 
your countenance and approbation. 

An Act for granting to His Majesty, his heirs and successors 
tes and for ths f this provinee, the like duties on goods and 
inerchandise brought into. this provinee from the United States 
DE America, as are now paid on goods and merchandise imported 
fron Great Britain and other places,” is an early attempt at 
building up a protective tariff, and that the trade question was 
as important then as it is to-day is seen in a petition presented 
jn 1808 to the House, which is worthy of a place in «rtenso: 

To the Gentlemen Commons, Members of the House of As: 
sembly of the Provinee of Upper Canada, in Parliament assembled 

We, His Majesty's most loyal and dutiful sulijects, inhabitants 
si the County of Prince Edward, in the Midland District, and 
Province aforesaid 

Deeply impressed with a sense of the present confined situa 
tion o rnineree of this countay, think it our indispensable 
duty, for the present and future prosperity thereof, to lay before 
fyou what we eonceive a trae and just statement of it, and the 
ruvach to be Inanented wethod of purchasing and exporting, ete 

‘very commodity we ean furnish for exportation, at the ports 
{i Queisee and Montreal; to which places we are obliged to take 


sind dispose of each and every artiele we ean furnish for the pur 


pose aforesaid 

‘We find that a prohibition of all vessels (the Engtish ex 
opted) from entering the aforesaid ports to be the greatest mis- 
fortune attending our situation, First, it throws the whole trade 
of these pérts into the hands of a few individuals residing there 
in, which governs all our commerce, Seeondly, it eauses a com 
Lination between them to fx prices on all imports and exports 
whieh, we are sorry to aay, they have generally done to our 
Uirect damage. ‘Thitdly, it causes all imports and exports to be 
cervied on in ehaftered vessels. Fourthly, it prohibits us from 
“ny vantage or profit arising from a trade with any foreign 
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Kinglom, state, or country, even where our fellow subjects are 





permitted to trade 
And, finally, it exeludes us from any privilege in trade, except 

trusting or all in that line in the hands of the afore 

duals, which have had, and still hold, the power of allowing us 


whatever price they please for all exports, and in return compel 





id indivi 





tis to pay whatever priee they please to eharge for all imports of 





merchandise which come solely through their hands, imported as 





aforesaid in a few charter vessels, And wo are aware that for 





several years past the exports have employed more than double 
Js than the imports have; which, 
cof course, lnaves more than half the aforesaid vessels to come in 


the number of chartered ve 





under Lallast, and eannot be expested to take freights on the 
same reasonable terms as if they were freighted in and ont, whieh 
serves as one of the many’ polities or excuses whieh these indivi 
duals make use of for taking oar produce, lumber, and every ar 
ticle we can furnish for exportation at a very reduced price to 

‘ean, with com 





what might otherwise be allowed by them, W 
fidence, and from a long experiener, namely, sinee wo have been 





able to furnish a single fatiele fer exportation, assure you that 





nothing but a seareity of whatever commodity was most wanti 
would eause it to command a fair price in the aforesaid market 
which is principally owing to the confined situation of the com 


mere as aforesaid, and are severally of opinion that the only and 





sure method of causing a medium of eootrast or spirit of opposi 
tion (which we think to a certain degree necessary in trade) in 
th ss of the world would be to admit « 
free trade to and from the aforesaid ports, with all nations and 
weople with whom His Majesty is at peace, and allow 

meree, We are also well aware that withont it, itis almost im. 
possible for the furmers, who, under their All-wise Creator, are 

















‘the main pillar and support of all nations and eountries, to receive 
‘4 just reward for all their labors, We ha 
observe that this country is blessed seemingly with all that 
nature eould do for it—a good market for the produce of our 
Inbous excepted, and Providence has placed an industrious people 
therein to till the fertile soil, who no doubt would follow thoie 





the satisfaction to 
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plough and reap their harvest with smiles on their countenanees, 
‘ould they only be satisfied that they were to receive a reasonable 
price for what they might have leftafter supporting their families 
We also lament that the situation of the commeree of so great 
and good a country as this provinee might be under the aid of 
Providence, which we hope may guide all our couneils, and inspire 
every branch of our Legislature with a sense of the obligation 
they are under to give all assistance in their power to have the 
commercial situation there pliced on the best, most favorable, and 
permanent footing that its remote situation from a market eam 
possibly admit of 

"We hope you will join us in opinion, and w 
for redress, f 
right to complain of, at least as you in your situation ean assint 

















ook up to 
not only this but other grievanees that we have a 








br take notice of, that we conerive to extend to every matter or 
thing which doth or may tend to harm the welfare or prosperity of 
your constituents, orbenefit the same, We also request you will 
communicate this to the other two branches of the Legislature in 
svhat manner you may think most proper, and at_ the same time 
request their aid in adopting measures the most fit and epee: to 
remedy the aforesaid grievances, Weare also aware that nothing 
fean be done to insure a free trade asaforesaid, short of obtaining 
His Majesty's consent, oceasioned hy stipulation in the present 
treaty of amity, commerce and navigation, between His Majesty 
sand the Unite 

jo concerned ; and trust that you will see with us the immestinte 














tates of America, at least as far as that mation 





necessity of an endeavor to obtain the privilege aforesaid, and 
sat may be thonght 





through a petition, or by some other means 
proper, take the sane known to our most Gracious Sovereign 
“We also assure you that we are willing to accept it under 
to 
harm His Majesty or his subjeets in general ; and we are eon: 
tident that the obtaining the above mentioned privilege would 
ft means of thousands of good subjects emigrating immediately to 
this country. It is with regret we have to observe that our above 
stated situation renders us ineapable of being that benefit to our 
qnost Gracious Sovereign in conjunction with our fellow subjects 











every restriction as to duties which might otherwise te 
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in other parts of his Dominions, that our inclination leads us to 
be. 

We conclude this our prayerand statement, having given only 
the outlines of our opinion on the above important subject, ax 
we conecive it, and with a sanguine hope that you will think 
with us that there is an actual necessity of endeavouring by the 
hest and surest method of obtaining it to evhanee the priee of 
every article we ean furnish for exportation 

We also flatter ourselves that our fellow subjects throughout 
the Provinee will join us in this opinion, and hope to see sowe 
abler pen employed in adopting the most salutary measures to 











be taken in the pursuit thereof, at the same time trusting that 
you will seriously reflect on this subject, and pay it the respect 
which in your wisdom you may deem it worthy of 
As in all countries and in all parliaments, the taxation of spirits 
‘was among the first fiseal laws debated at Newark, the frst ap 
Plication of the fund being asked for the cost of eivil govern 
ment, and then (a) to supply gaols, bridges, and other public 
works, (0) to supply county wants, and (c) to leave enough f 
the * wages” of the mombers, Early in 1800, liquor stills were 
heavily taxed, the liquor traffe thus providing one of the chief 
funds of the revenue. In later sessions the subject of intemper 
d a place in Addresses and Proragation Speeches, its evils 








and destructiveness being referred to in strong terms 
The fact that riots had taken place in Penns 
an obnoxious tax on whiskey 





vania owing to 
hich had become a eireulatin 
‘medium owing to the want. of com, frightened the Upper Can 
adian legislators for a time who, however, continued the tax. Tt 
is to be feared that the Government did’ not set a temperance 
‘example, especially to the Tndians, as the Superintendent of the 
Indian Department was in the habit of asking for a supply of 
vum at the distributions of presents to the tribes 

‘The administration of justice was accomplished under great 
difficulties Chief Justice Elmsley objected to the removal of the 
Courts of Justice from Newark to York when he arrived from 
England in 1797, on the grounds that it was forty miles beyond 
the most remote settlements at the head of the lakes, ant the 
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roud to it passe through a country belonging to the Missis: 
angas. ‘There was no gaol or courthouse there, no accommoda- 
tion for granu or petit juries, none for the suitors, the witnesses, 
oo the bar, and very indifferent for the judges, so that those at 
tending had to remain in the open air, or be eroveded in tents 
Many of the jurors, too, would have to travel sixty or eighty 
tniles, and be'absent from home not lest than ten days, so that a 
rere fine would have no effet as against the expense, ass of 
time and fatigue in going to that point; in faet, he very much 
feared he would not be able to form a jury at York, and any 
interruption to the eourse of justice would be very pernicious. 
President Russell opposed the Chief Justice's views, however 
‘and the Court of King’s Beneh thereafter sat at York 

It would seen that the legal qualifications now required wore 
unknown then, as Governor Hunter refers in a letter to “the 
limited knowledge of the law possessed by the bax, With a fow 
exceptions, not one of them was ever within the walls of a Court, 
fof Chancery.” When a gaol was ultimately built at York, it 
was nade lange enough to hold debtors as well as eviminals, the 
aoler receiving 5s. a day salary, and Is. 3d. daily for the maine 
enanee of each prisoner: 

he practice of eleeting judyes to parliament was made a 
synestion in 1807, when the opponents of Judge ‘Thorpe— the 
radieal judge ”—contested his right to occupy his seat, on ac 
‘count of his judicial position. ‘The argument was “that in 
ingland none of the Judges of the Court of King’s Bench, 
Common Pleas, Barons of the Exchequer who have judieial 


places, ean be chosen Knight, Citizen, or Burgess in Parliament, 
and that having adopted in this Provinee the Law of England 
fas a rale of decision, the suid Robert Thorpe was not eligible to 


sit as a member 

One who decides on the life, liberty and property of His 
Majesty's subjects,” they continued, “ must necessarily be liable 
to the frailties and passions incident to human nature, and may, 
therefore, imbibe partialities, prejudiens or prepossessions repug 
nant to and at war with the parity of the unsullied efmine, inimical 
to the inlependence and dignified administration of the law, and 
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subversive of the frve and constitutional liberties of His Majesty's 
subjects; that it was unconstitutional, inasmuch as being an 
attempt to elothe, arm and blend in one conflicting 
powers, authorities and jarisiietion of the ve and judi- 
cial functions, contrary to the spirit of goad vent 

While this petition was dismissed, ‘Thorpe's enemies succeeded 
in having him suspended from the judgeship and recalled to Bi 
land. ‘The system of electing judges to parliament was, however 
soon thereafter abolished, a bill being passed in ISI1 “making 

igible to w seat in the House any person or persons who shall 

sustain or enjoy an office, place or appointment of profit or 
emolument in and by virtue of any commission derived inne 
liately from His Majesty, or of any commission derived frot 
His Excelloney the Licutenant-Governor or person administering 
the Government of this provinee, Registrars of Counties only 
excepted. 

William Willeocks was also a judge at this time, and as a eon 
parison to the emoluments received by the judieiary now, itis 
interesting to note he petitioned that he had heen a judge of the 
Home District Court for more than seven years, and, he presumed 
to flatter himself, had discharged his duty’ therein to the satisfac 
tion of the public; thut his fees had never exceeded £10 a yew 
and that they were entirely unequal to his Tabours, he being 
obliged to attend four times in a year and at every Quarter Ses 
sions to try eanses, 

Many curious acts were on the statute books in those days, 
such as the publie whipping of deserters in ease they failed to pay 
their fines, and the placing in the pillory, as was often done, of 
offenders, and the branding by fire on the hand, The legislators, 
in the interests of a high public morality, passed a bill in 1810 
prohibiting publie plays and shows, as well as one to “prevent 
all plays of interludes, puppet shows, rope dancers, or stage play 
ing for hire or gain. 

Many other comparisons might be made—of the stirring inci 


dents attendant upon open voting, when an election took four to 
six days and when, as one victorious letter-writer of York says, 
they had “a famous cleetioncering dinner after the polls closed 
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and after 190 of the inhabitants had marched to the town with 
flags fying :” of the Frequeney of duelling, many lives being lost 
jn that way; of the military’ Inws in foree prior to 1812, and of 
the many other conditions then existent, and which stand out in 
such striking contrast to our own times. The abuses arising out 
of open voting early led to an agitation for the ballot, inasmuch 
las "the present method of voting at elections within this pro- 
Vinee is productive of many and great abuses, one of the 
prominent of which is the opportunity which it affords to rieh 
and powerful individuals of exerting an undue influence over the 
tniads of the electors, and causing their choice too frequently to 
fall upon anen but Little qualified for so important a trust.” ‘This 
particular reform was, however, a long time in eoming, 

"The perfection which the modern post office system has attain 
‘ed is a comparatively recent fact, There is no need for dwelling 
‘at length upon the days of the mail carrier and the mail coach, 
when letters were few and postage high, but the insertion of 
some of the prices prevailing in 1820, for the earriage of letters, 
may ie of interest. With York as the starting-point, the postage 
to Dunilas was Sil; Grimsby, St, Catharines, Niagara, Queenston 
‘and Chippawa, 10d. each: Vittoria, Is.; Amherstburg, 18. 44. 
‘The vate from England to Halifax was 1 8d.; from Halifax to 
York, 2s. &d.; Montreal to York, Is. 2.5 Kingston to York, 10d 
In 1821 there were only’ thivty-five post offiees in the provinces 


as against 2,054 to-day 


ie Honse of that year, as the result of a spacial commit 
decided that the charges then prevalent for the conveyance of 
letters was in exeess of the charges anthorized by law. ‘The sur- 
plas postal revenue of the early days were sent to England and 
Formed a mite in making up the British budget 

Lengthy reference might be made to the early social life of 
York—of the State lls given by the @overnars and Presidents, 
‘of others under the patronage of the officers of the garrison ; of 
the olficial dinners always given at foar pam, ; of the “ carroling 
or sleigh-riding on the bay or up Yonge-street. Shortly before 
the war seattered the inhabitants of the town, a rift in the social 
Jute oeenrred, when the party divisions in the Legislature eaused 
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‘he stoppage of the general hope or assemblies, each party there- 
after holding its own soeial funetions in private houses, 

‘The first military balls were held in the large eanvas tent 
which belonged to ‘Simeoe, and whieh had been made for and 
used by Captain Cook, the famous traveller. If its walls could 
have spoken, what a variety of scenes it could have deseribed— 
natives in far-off lands, settlers in New South Wales and Aus 
tralia, negroes in Hayti and Hawaii (the unfortunate voyageur 
reeciving his death wound from a Hawaiian native), and at last 
the society of a new settlement in a new eountry in the gayety 
of the danee or the dinner. 

In conclusion, we have but to contrast 1792 with 1802 to be 
vividly impressed with the degree of growth and development 
of the province on all the lines that go to make a successful 
and prosperous state. During the period covered hy her four 
parliament buildings, Ontario has made mighty strides, Eda 
tionally, the old log sehool-houses seattared through the sparsely 
Populated country have been supplanted and supplemented by 
thousands of schools. Instead of a few hundred pupils in at- 
tendanee as then, now half a million young Canadians are being 
taught, practically free. ‘Then, the Inmbering stage coach or the 
slow and uncertain sailing vessels were the only means of con. 

yance, Even the peregrinating governors of the good old 

ys, when making a sort of royal tour through the new coun. 
made comparatively slow progress over the rough roads, 
Now, the steel arteries cover the land like a network, until 15,000 
aniles of railway now serve the Dominion as a whole. ‘Then, the 
‘administration of justice was cumbersome and slow compared 
with today. Then, the centres of population were few and far 
Dbetween—peopled oases in the midst of forests. Now, Ontario 
is the tanner provinee of Confederation, with nearly two mil. 
lion of its five million people. Since sixty years ago, the hound 
aries of the province have been enlarged, alding to its wealth of 
forest and stream and minerals a stretch of territory almost a 
Province in itself. Toronto, as the eapital city, has emerged from 
her infantile stage of 1796 to the stature of a metropolitan 
city, the seat of learning and the centre from which radiates 
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much of the life of Ontario, Tf the bricks, therefore, of the 
sr nemetures could spetk, if they could picture the Upper 
Ganda of their early days with the Ontario of to-day, they 
and tall a story of expansion and growth unequalled in the 
history of new countries 

The year 1802 was a year of anniversaries of Canadian im 
portance, Tt was the 25th anniversary of Conadian Confeie® 


Pr he SOth anniversary of the establishment of Responsible 
Governinent in the Provineo, the 250th anniversary of the found 
Snot Montreal, and the 400th anniversary of the discovery of 
Ne Grica by Columbus. But the fact. that it was the 100th en- 
‘ivorumny af the Convoeation of the first Parliament of Upper 
‘Canecle is the most important to the eltizens of Ontario. 
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UST OP MEMBERS OF THE PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE AND OF THE 
UNITED PARLIAMENT FROM 1702 To 1802, WITIE 


Te destruction by fire of the first two Parliament buildings, 
through which so many of the offeial records were lost, renders 
the work of compiling a list of the members of the early parlia- 
ments, with their eonstitnencies, diffeult, and, in some eases, ime 
possible, From division lists and gastal mention in those jour- 
nals of the House that were preserved, some information ean he 
gleaned, but it is necessarily ineomplete 


UST OF MEMBERS OF UPPER CANADA LEGISLATURE FROM 1792 
70 18. 
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PREFACE. 


'UCHL of a country’s history is born within its legisla- 
| tive halls. Anglo-Saxon freedom was largely devel- 
MA. oped in the ancient moot and the modern Parliament, 
and the foundations of British self-government were 
¢% laid in the open air Parliament on the plain of Runny- 
“* mmede and within the historic walls of Westminster. ‘The 
American Republic is built upon a constitutional foundation 
erected by its representatives in the Congresses of the eighteenth 
century; the connecting links between the France of Louis 
XIV. and the France of President Carnot are traceable in the 
records of the Chambre des Deputies on the banks of the Seine, 
From the world’s Parliaments have emanated the world’s best 
laws, and the voice of the people in the control of national affairs 
the remedying of national ills and the institution of national 
reforms has ever been more effective, more ennobling, and more 
pregnant with good results than the exereised power of a tyrant 
king or an autocratic ruler. 

Equally true is it that much of Ontario's history had its ineep- 
tion in her Parliaments; equally true that the legislative record 
of the past century represents the best in that history. It is not 
the author's intention, however, to attempt to deal fully with the 
latter in these pages, but the more modest task of outlining 
the historical importance of the four Parliament Buildings that 
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have been erected in this Province since 1792, and of tracing their 
varied life of a hundred years,—especially that of the old red- 
brick pile that has recently been deserted for its noble successor 
in the Queen's Park. ‘The old Parliament Buildings on Front- 
street have not only had an eventful history, but their walls 


have echoed with the voices of two generations of Canadian 
public men, and the statutes of its Parliaments and Legisla- 
tures are the basis and protection of our Provincial life. ‘The 
chief aim of this sketch is merely to preserve a few scattering 
inemories, not only of the historic old structure on Front-street, 
but of its predecessors. 

Tam indebted for valuable assistance to Mr. John Ross Robert- 
con and his valuable collection of papers on the Landmarks of 
‘Toronto; to Mr. W. Revell for sketches for illustrations, and to 
numerous friends whose suggestions and information have been 


of mueh value. 
Frank YEIGH 
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CHAPTER L 
THE FIRST PARLIAMENT OF UPPER CANADA 
1792—1796. 


N interesting chain of historical events preceded the 
gathering of the small band of men in old Newark, 

on the seventeenth day of September, 1792, in response 

\3) to the first summons of viee-regal authority to the 
q{ first Parliament of Upper Canada, The initial link was 
forged on a memorable day in 1763,when His Most Chris 

tian Majesty, King Louis XV. of France, was induced to renounce: 


all claims to Nova Scotia or Acadia, ceding it and all its depen- 
deneies to His Britannic Majesty George IIL—a kingly trans- 
action involving the transfer of half a continent from Gaulish to 


Anglo-Saxon rule, Linked to this link is King George's procla- 
mation of the same year, dividing his new possessions and defin- 
ing the boundaries thereof. ‘Thus was Quebee born as a pro- 
vinee, although the Tinperial Parliament, in 1774, enlarged its 
boundaries to the shores of Lake Eric and the banks of the Ohio 
and Mississippi, including the present Ameriean States of Ohio, 
Indiana, Ulinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, and part of Minnesota 
until their relinquishment in 1783. The third link was added in 
1791, when King and Parliament divided the immense area of 
Quebee into two separate provinees—Upper and Lower Canada, 
‘each with a constitution of its own, Under this or provin- 

magna charta, John Grav e, an English Lieutenant- 
Colonel who had performed distinguished services in the revolu- 
Hion, was appointed the first Lieutenant-Governor. He it was 
therefore who set in motion the machinery of local self-govern- 

ich has run, with more or less of frietion, for a century, 
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Leaying London near the end of 1791, the newly-appointed 
representative of the Crown landed in Quebee, and in the spring | 
Sf 1792 proceeded on his journey to his new scene of labor. Tt 
‘vas a novel procession that thus slowly wended its way west 
Vand, ‘The erstwhile English colonel and his staff occupied « 
Nmall fleet of bark canoes which were steered through the 
smoother waters of the St. Lawrence by trusty Indians and 
portaged past the rapids, At a humble hostlery midway on the | 
Tourney, the distinguished voyageur rested beneath an inviting |, 
sign which bore the sentences :— 


“LIVE AND LET LIVE.” 
«PEACE AND PLENTY TO ALL MANKIND: 


With a salvo of artillery from an old French cannon, assisted By 
the demonstrations of loyalty from George IT's. liegemen, * in 
their queer old broad-skirted military coats, their low-tasselled | 
oots and their looped chapesnx,” the King’s representative re” 
ceivel the honor and attention befitting so rare and high a digni- 
tary, and responded in speech-making, and healt drinking. In 
dha time the fleet reached Kingston, where Simcoe organized bis : 
government by the selection of his executive council on the 8th , 
‘lay of July, under the provisions of the Imperial Constitutional 
‘Aa of 1791, the five members of the first council being Willian 
Osgoode, William Robertson, James Baby ‘Alexander Grant, 
and Peter Russell. 

‘The event was one of solemnity, so the historian states, and 
the religious ceremony connected with it was performed in a 
Hittle wooden church, the oaths of offies being impressively ad- 
see etored to His Excelleney and his advisers by the honorable 
Chief Justice Osgoode. 

‘At the first meeting of the Executive Council the initial ap- 
pointments of Legislative Councillors were made in Robert 
Familton, Richard Cartwright and John Munro, to whieh were 
Afterward added Willian Osgoode, James Baby, Alexander Grant 
and Peter Russell, making the full complement of seven. 

Having thus accomplished the preliminary work of organizing 
his government, Governor Simeoe left Kingston on July 2ist, 
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1792, for his new capital of Newark, (which had a previous 
name as Lennox) with the aecompanying military support of the 
Queen's Rangers, who boasted a revolutionary history no less 
interesting than his own. 

A strange and crude “capital” was that where Simcoe estab- 
lished his Government House. True, it had a fort, well manned 
for those days, while its companion fort across the Niagara River 
was then also in possession of the English, but the little village 
could boast of less than half-a-hundred pioneer houses with a 
meagre population, but the fact that these inhabitants were 
mostly United Empire Loyalists was, no doubt, one of the deter- 
mining factors in the choice of Newark. At this time the popu- 
lation of Upper Canada was only about ten thousand whites and 
as many Indians. 

Simeoe lost little time in convening his first Parliament, and 
through it sowing the seed of responsible government, though he 
was the virtual ruler and law-maker. His first appointments 
were Major Littlehales, as Military Seeretary ; Colonel Thomas 
Talbot, as Aide-de-camp; Mr. Gray, as Solicitor-General; John 

} Small, as Clerk of the Exeeutive Couneil; William Jarvis, as 
Civil Secretary; Peter Russell, as Receiver-General; D. W. 
Smith, as Surveyor-General, with Thomas Ridout and William 

||Chewett, as Assistants. Peter Clark was appointed Clerk of the 
jj Legislative Council, and Colonel John Butler, Superintendent of 


‘lthe Indian Department. 

|] At last the seventeenth of September, 1792, arrived, when the 

]|sixteen representatives were summoned to their new and import- 
ant duties. The chosen members of the first Parliament of Upper 
Canada were : 


Joun Boor, JEREMIAH FREN 
Mr. Bany, Epurant JoNEs, 
ALEXANDER CAMPBELL, Witutam Macomn, 
Purr Dor.anp,* Hucu Macpowext, 
Perer VANALSTINE,* Benyamiy Raw1ixe, 





* Peter Vanalstine was elected in Philip Dorland’s place, the latter refusing to 
be sworn in, being # Quaker, and not taking his seat in consequence. 
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Narnanren Perrirr Davy Winiiam S 
HazELton SPENCER, Isaac Sw 
—— Youns, Jouy Warr 

Joux Macponett,—Speaker. 
Anaus Macponert,—Clerk. Groncr Law,—Sergeant-at-Arms. 
Rev. Mr, App1soN,—Chaplain. 
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‘The Province was divided into ninet 
by sixteen members as above, the electoral distri 
up as follows:—Glengarry 2 representatives; Stormont, 1; Dun- 
das, 1; Grenville, 1; Leeds and Frontenac, 1; Ontario (Islands 
in Lake Ontario) and Addington, 1; Lenox, Hastings and Not 
thumberland, 1; Prince Edward (and Adolphustown from Lenox), 
1; Durham, West York and First Riding Lincoln, 1; East York, 
_1; Lincoln, Second and ‘Third Ridings, 1; Norfolk and fourth 
Lincoln, 1; Suffolk and Essex, 1 ; Kent, 2 

John White was appointed the first Attorney-Gen 
tion he held for eight years when he died from the effects of a 
wound received ina duel fought with John Small, the Clerk of 
the Executive Council, over a personal disagreement 

‘The salaries of the officials of the first Parliament hardly seem 
too munificent, yet they were criticized as being unduly large. 
‘The Clerk of the House received £91.58. Quebec currency, the 
Sergeant-at-Arms £45, and the Doorkeeper £10. 

‘Not all the newly-elected members put in an appearance, how- 
ever, but a sufficient number were present to open Parliament, 
which was done with all the pomp that could be produced. The 
first Parliament of Canada is supposed by some to have been 
held under an oak tree whieh is still standing—with but few of 
old branches left—at the southern limit of the beauti- 
ful property known as the Anchorage. ‘The same tree is also 
pointed out as the one on which two American spies were hung, 
during the war of 1812. Others hold to the opinion that the up- 
per room in a Freemason’s hall had this honor, while others claim 
that it met ina camp tent, and that Simeoe took his seat on a 
camp stool when he delivered his address. Still another writer 
Glaims that Navy Hall was not only Simeoe's official residence, 
but that it was the original meeting place of the Legislature. 
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‘The Legislative Council chamber was in a building near the 
barracks of Butler's Rangers on the hill. ‘The ancient ceremonial 
that has distinguished the opening of Britain's Parliament during 
the centuries was reproduced on a miniature scale in the new 
capital of the new colony. 

‘The dignified, athletic, and well-proportioned figure of Goy- 
enor Simcoe, set off by the handsome scarlet and gold-laced uni- 
form of the Queen’s Rangers, formed in itself no unimportant 
part of the official “ Commencement exercises,” although the pomp 
and pageantry of Newark was a vast remove from the stately 
function of the King's opening. On this historical and moment- 
ous occasion, the scarlet-uniformed Queen's Rangers marched to 
the stirring drum-beat from Fort Niagara, as a guard of honor 
for “His Excellency the Governor,” to the delight of the few 
hundred United Empire Loyalists who composed the limited 
population, and to the wonderment of the assembled Indians. 

Duke de Liancourt has left us a graphic picture of an opening 
ceremony which he witnessed in Newark, ‘The whole retinue 
of the Governor,” says the note-taking duke, “consisted of the 
guard and fifty men of the garrison of Fort Niagara, Dressed 
in silk, he entered the hall with his hat on his head, attended by 
his adjutant and two secretaries. ‘The two members of the legisla~ 
tive council gave, by their Speaker, notice of it to the assembly 
Five members of the latter having appeared at the bar, the 
Governor delivered a speech, modelled after that of the King, on 
the political affairs of Europe, on the treaty concluded with the 
United States, which he mentioned in expressions very favorable 
to the Union, and on the peculiar concerns of C 

Simeoe’s first address is perhaps worthy of a place. Tt read: 

« Honorable gentlemen of the Legislative Council and gentlemen 
of the House of Assembly — 

Ihave summoned you together under the authority of an 
Act of Parliament of Great Britain passed in the last year, which 
has established the British Constitution and all the forms which 
secure and maintain it in this distant country. 

“The wisdom and benefieence of Our Most Gracious Sovereign 
and the British Parliament have been eminently proved, not only 
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in imparting to us the same form of Government, but in secur- 
ing the benefit by 
able Act,so that the blessings of our invaluable constitution, thus 
protected and amplified, we hope will be extended to the remotest 
posterity, The great and momentous trusts and duties w! 
have been committed to the representation of this Province in a 
degree infinitely beyond whatever, till this period, have distin- 
guished any other colony, have originated from the British 
nation upon a just consideration of the energy and hazard with 
which the inhabitants have so conspiciously supported and de- 
fended the British Constitution, It is from the same patriotism, 































the various offices of the civil administration, that your fellow- 
subjects of the British empire expect the foundation’ of union of 
industry, and wealth of commerce and power, which may last 
through all sueceeding ages. 

“The natural advantages of the Provinee of Upper Canada are 
inferior to none on this side of the Atlantic, ‘There ean be no 
separate interest through its whole extent. ‘The British form of 
government has prepared the way for its speedy colonization, 
and I trust that your fostering care will improve the favorable 
situation, and that a numerous and agricultural people will 
speedily take possession of a soil and climate, which, under the 
British laws and the munificence with which His Majesty has 
granted the lands of the Crown, offer such manifest and peculiar 
encouragement.” 

On Monday, 15th October, 1792, after “prayers and a sermon,” 
the House was summoned to the Council Chamber to listen to 
the following prorogation address from the Governor : 

“It is with very great satisfaction that I have considered the 
Acts which you have found it expedient to frame, and to which, 
in consequence of the power delegated to me, I have this day 
given my assent that they shall become laws of the Province of 
Upper Canada, As the division which His Majesty in his wisdom 
thought proper to make of the late Province of Quebec obviated 
all inconveniences and laid the foundation for the establishment 
of the English laws within this Province, it was natural to pre- 
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sume that you would seize the first opportunity to impart that 
benefit to your fellow-subjects; and by the Act to establish trial 
by jury, and by that which makes the English laws the rule of 
decision in all matters of controversy relative to property and 
civil rights, you have fully justified public expectation. 

“His Majesty, in his benevolence, having directed a seventh 
from such lands as shall be granted to be reserved to the Crown 
for the public benefit, it will become my duty to take those 
measures which shall appear to be necessary to fulfil his gracious 
intentions, and I make no doubt but that as citizens and magis- 
trates you will give me every assistance in your power to carry 
into elfect fully a system from which the public and posterity 
must derive such peculiar advantages. 

“Hon, gentlemen and gentlemen : 

“Teannot dismiss you without earnestly desiring you to pro- 
mote, by precept and example, among your respective counties, 
the regular habits of piety and morality, the surest foundations 
of all public and private felicity ; and at this juneture I particu- 
larly recommend to you to explain that this Provinee is singularly 
blessed, not with a mutilated constitution, but with a constitu- 
tion which has stood the test of experience and in the very image 
and transcript of Great Britain, by which she has long establish- 
ed and secured to her subjects as much freedom and happiness 
as it is possible to be enjoyed under the subordination necessary 
d society.” 

During this initial Parliament, the small band of fifteen elected 
legislators and eight councillors (appointed by the Crown for life) 
prefaced their important work by passing what may be termed 
our provincial magna charter, An act for making more effectual 
provision for the government of the provinee of Upper Canada 
in North America,” and to introduee the English law as the rule 
of decision on all matters of controversy relative to property and 
civil rights. Thus the law of Britain was made to supersede the 
old Canadian laws, which in tun had been founded on the French 
civil law. An act establishing trial by jury was also one of the 
eight acts passed at this first session, which was adjourned on the 
15th of October, after sitting for nearly a month. 
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important is the record, dated Wednesday, June 26 
ly : Read, as engrossed, «bill to effect the 
gradual suppression of slavery. Ordered that the said bill pass 
and be sent up for conenrrence.” And on July 2nd, a minute of 
the Legislative Council reads : “Read, as amended in the Legisla-| 
five Couneil, a bill to prevent the further introduction of slaves ' 
into this province. ‘The house concurred in the amendments.” 
In an issue of the Upper Canada Gazette of the same year, an | 
advertisement appears, which gives the best evidence needed for |} 


the passage of such a law { 


PE vounans REWARD.—Ran away from the subscriber, Wednes. 

day, the 26th of June last, a negro man-servant, named John. Who- 
ever will take up the said negro man and return him to his master shall re 
ceive the above reward, All persons are forbid harboring the said negro man 
at their peril. 


In the issue of August 19th, 1795, two other advertisements | 
are to be found—one of “ The runaway of Sue, a negro wench,” 
and the other; 


ALE for three yout of» nogro wench named Chloe, 23 years old, who un 
© derstands washing, cooking, ete. Apply to Robert Franklin, at the 
Receiver-General’s 


Even Peter Russell, when administrator of the Provinee, ad- 
vertised for sale “a black woman named Peggy, and her son 
named Jupiter,” the price set upon Peggy being $150, and Jupiter 

200. 

Commenting upon this act in his prorogation speech of 1793, 
Governor Simeoe expressed himself in noble though stilted lan- 
gage: “The Act for the gradual abolition of slavery in this 
colony, in no respect meets from me a more cheerful concurrence 
than in that provision which repeals the power heretofore held 
by the exceutive branch of the constitution, and precludes it 
from giving sanction to the importation of slaves, and I cannot 
but anticipate with singular pleasure that such persons as may be 
in that unhappy condition which sound policy and humanity 
unite to condemn, added to their own personal protection from 
all undue severity, by the law of the land, may from henee- 


} 
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forth look forward with certainty to the emaneipation of their 
offspring.” 

Great Britain passed her anti-slavery bill in 1833; the United 
States in 1865; Brazil in 1871. Upper Canada set them all a 
noble example a century ago. 

‘The dual language, as well as other debatable questions with 
which we of 1893 are familiar, had their inception in this first 
provincial parliament. In the session of 1793 a motion read : 

Ordered, That such Acts as have already passed, or may here 
after pass, the Legislature of this provinee be translated into the 
French language for the benefit of the inhabitants of the western 
district of this provinee, and other French settlers who may 
come to reside within this province, and that Angus Macdonell, 
Clerk of this House, be likewise employed as a French translator 
for this and other purposes of this House. 

On the same day that the above was moved in the House an 
presented to Governor Simcoe by the House, in which 
the following significant clauses appear 

“We have heard with the truest concern of the great violence 
and almost universal anarchy that have been introduced by the 
persons exercising the supreme power in France into that once 
flourishing kingdom, violence that even the sacred person of ma- 
jesty has not eseaped; anarchy that. threatens to be the total de- 
‘struction of that kingdom, ‘Though our natural enemy, we de- 
plore their miseries, but as good citizens and lovers of rule and 
order we detest their prineiples 

“We assure your Excellency that our utinost dilig 
used to frame and complete such a Militia Bill as will not only 
show our own promptness to fulfil your Excelleney’s wishes, but 
our own energy in defending that noble constitution which 
Great Britain has given us, and which, by enabling us to repel 
all insults, will secure to us the invaluable blessings that we derive 
from it.” 

In the session of 1793, both Houses joined in a patriotie ad- 
ss to “The King’s Most Excellent Majesty,” arising out of the 
French revolution: * We beg to lay before you our loyalty and love. 
And if it should be deemed necessary to add to our tried zeal and 
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affection, we assure your Majesty that no exertion on our part 
shall be wanting to convince our fellow subjects that the fore- 
most rank is our station among those who stand forth for the | 
protection and defence of their King and country.” | 

Other important measures were passed during the sessions ot 
these early Parliaments, such as providing for the erection of court | 
houses and other public buildings, establishing a superior court 
of civil and criminal jurisdiction, regulating the licensing of public 
houses, and a year or two afterwards, among the Acts passed, was 
one “to make temporary provision for the regulation of trade be- 
tween this province and the United States of America, by land or 
inland navigation.” But the introduction of the English Civil 
Law was the foundation which these pioneer legislators well and 
truly laid, 

We cannot do too much honor to these men who, working | 
under new conditions and with a new system of govern- 
ment, that is, new to the infant colony, provided proper and wise 
legislative means for the development of a great province ; nor 
should we forget the sacrifices their position entailed, some tra- 


velling for long distances through the virgin forest on horseback, 
with food for man and beast in the eapacious and unwieldy sad- 
dle bags; others skirting the shores of the lake in bark canoes, 
all sacrificing much as the selected representatives of the seatter- 
ed and sparse population, 
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CHAPTER I. 
THE FIRST PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS IN LITTLE YORK. 
1796-1813. 


\ HE change of the seat of Government from Newark to 

York was decided upon after much thought and con- 

sideration. Newark was found to be unsuitable for 

many reasons, but chiefly on account of its dangerous 

nearness to the American frontier, the original British fort, 

‘ch was on the south side of the river, having been given 

up to the United States. During the early summer of 1793, 

therefore, Simcoe, accompanied by several boats, which contained 

his suite and other officials, his Executive Couneil, and a detach- 

ment of the Queen’s Rangers, eruised around the head of Lake 

Ontario for the first time, until he weighed anchor opposite the old 
French fort, which was the only habitation besides a few wi 

wams of Indians who were temporarily camped on this their 

ancient camping grounds. 

‘The Governor soon decided to make this, the site of the present 
city of Toronto, hiseapital ; though he had previously made tem- 
porary choiee of the site of the present city of London, on the 
banks of the Thames, which was then known as La ‘Tranche. 
He spent the winter of 1794-5 in the nascent capital, engaged 
in perfecting plans for the village, living in a tent which had a 
history of its own, as it had once belonged to Captain Cook, the 
famous Yorkshire navigator. In the spring of 1794, hewn logs, 
immense beams, shingles, planks, and scantling prepared in the 
adjoining woods were strewn along the shore, with irregular 
heaps of stone and a few bricks for the chimneys, In July 
of that year, the Canada Gazette, the first paper published in 
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the new Province, con 





ained an advertisement which briefly 
read : “ Wanted, carpenters for the public buildings to be erected 
at York. Applications to be made to John McGill, Esq, at 
York, or to Mr. Allan MeNab, at Navy Hall (Newark). Thus 
e the foundations being laid for the first legislative buildings 
to be ereeted in this Provinee, and which were completed in 
1796. The site of this old-time structure was on a small piece 
‘of cleared land but a stone's throw from the waters of the 
bay to the south, and the forest to the north and east, while 
not far to the west there stood a grove of fine oak tr 
a remnant of the original forest, and an irregular road led to it 
from Castle Frank, on the banks of the Don. This road now 
forms Parliamer 





























treet. ‘The ground was covered with finely 
grown timber and the spot had a noble aspect. ‘The buildings faced 
westward and commanded a full view of the harbor in that diree- 
tion, ‘The swamps in the rear were evidently screened off; they 
are spoken of in early plans as “ meadows,” “ yielding wild hay,” 
“natural meadow which may be mowed,” ete. 

The laying of the foundations and the subsequent building 
operations were events of much interest to the handful of settlers 
and soldiers who formed the limited population. Tt was neces- 
sary to advertise again in 1798 for “a few good house carpenters 
for the public buildings at York, to whom good encouragement 
will be given ;” but at last the buildings were finished, and “the 
Palace of the Government,” as it was pompously called, was ready 
for occupation, Bishop Strachan, in writing to Thomas Jefferson 
describes them as being composed of “two elegant halls, with 
convenient offices for the accommodation of the Legislature and 
the Courts of Justice.” There were two edifices designed as 
wings to a centre, each 40x25 feet, and standing a hundred feet 
apart, and in an old water color they appear at the extreme 
eastern end of the main and only street of the embryo city, hard 
by the wooden blockhouse, with a plot of land adjoining, ealled 
“Government Park.” They were utilized, when Parliament was 
not sitting, as the court room for the Court of King's Bench. 
‘The Legislative Council met ina separate building to the west. 
Dr. Scadding says: “As to the character of the early parlia- 
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ment buildings here erected, they seem to have consisted of two 
separate edifices or halls, intended at some future time to be 
united by a larger central strueture, of which they would form 
the wings; but this larger structure was never erected ; in the 
meantime a sort of covered way or colonnade passed from the one 
to the other. ‘The building, as thus arranged, is marked upon 
old plans, still existing, of these parts, and shown also in an early 
pictorial sketch of this locality.” 

It is interesting to recall the size and state of Toronto in 1796. 
A few new buildings had been erected in addition to the twelve 
log houses and the barracks that first formed the settlement. 
Vessels approaching the banks threw out a gang plank to the 
muddy shore. To the north, the Governor's soldiers had hewn 
out a roadway to Lake Simcoe, a distance of 30 miles, Old set- 
tlers who passed away during the ‘fifties, were wont to tell thril- 
ling stories of the bears shot on King-street, and the howling of 
the wolves at night in the vicinity of the Parliament Buildings 
and the market ! 

Yet, despite the perils and dangers surrounding the settlers, 
they made the best possible use of their limited social advantages 
and no doubt succeeded in enjoying life measurably well. Peter 
Russell, writing from Newark in 1796 to John MeGill, at York, 
says: “I am sorry you suffer so much personally from the cold, 
but hope the ladies may be able to enjoy the charming carioling 
you must have on your bay and up the Yonge-st. road arid to 
the Humber, and up the Don to Castle Frank (Governor Simeoe's 
residence), where an early dinner must be picturesque and delight 
ful.” “Castle Frank " stood till 1829, when, deserted and uneared 
for, it was destroyed by fire. 

‘The interest attending the completion of the Parliament build- 
ings was not to be compared to the excitement connected with 
their formal opening on the occasion of the meeting of the first. 
Legislature within their wooden walls. Six months before, with 
commendable forethought and prevision, Peter Russell wrote 
from Newark (on Dec. 14th, 1796):—“ As the Legislature is. to 
meet at York the first of June, it becomes absolutely necessary 
that provision shall be made for their reception without loss of 
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time, You will therefore be pleased to apprise the inhabitants 
of the town that twenty-five gentlemen will want lodgings and 
board during the sessions, which may possibly induce them to fix 
up their houses, and lay in provisions to accommodate them. 
‘Those two detached houses, belonging to the Government House, 
must, ab any rate, be got ready,—the one for the Legislative 
Council, the other for the Assembly.” 

“The bars, tables, and other articles belonging to them, I shall 
direct to be sent over from hence. ‘The house appropriated for 
the Legislative Council can be occasionally used as a Council 
Chamber. I beg, likewise, that you desire Mr. Graham to ex- 
amine the two canvas houses, and report the practicability of 
removing the best of them to the town, to be raised there for 
giving dinners in to the members of the two Houses. Mr. Pilling- 
ton tells me that the serews which fasten them together will no 
longer act, and that larger ones must be provided if ever they 
are again removed. We must, therefore, know the expense before 
the job is undertaken, and caleulate whether a temporary building 
with boards, so constructed as not to injure the materials, may 
not be cheaper and more commodious” (a lesson in Government 
economy, truly.) “If this should be the case, the canvas houses 
may stand, and, with Major Smith’s permission, I will consign 
that quarter to the accommodation of the Chief Justice.” 

Another side light is thrown on the habits and customs of that 
early day, by the following order of Governor Simcoe -— 











“York, 25th June, 1796. 








“To John McGill, Esq. Str,—You are hereby required and 
“directed to purchase from time to time such quantities of rum 
“as may be requisite to give the men employed at work in the 
“water on the wharf and canal at York; and for the so doing, 
“ this shall be your order and authority. 


«J. G. Simcoe, 





‘Though Governor Simcoe selected the site, prepared the plans, 
and directed the construction of the legislative buildings, he 
had been called to another sphere of action by the time they 
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were ready for use, he having been transferred to the Governor- 
ship of St. Domingo. 

Before passing to another stage in our legislative history, it 
is but fitting to add another humble tribute to Upper Canada’s 
first Governor, who was the founder of much that has endured 
in the country he served so faithfully for six years, and it 
is to be hoped that a memorial worthy of the man will some day 
and soon be erected to his honor in Toronto,—“ such a monument 
and statue” (as the York Pioneers have memorialized), “as 
would keep in memory forever the first establishment of Parlia- 
mentary and Constitutional Government amongst us—the statue 
being that of the far-sighted statesman and soldier who was the 
instrument whereby so many benefits were conferred on the 
Province of Upper Canada, that is to say, on our existing Prov- 
ince of Ontario.” 

‘The inscription upon Simeoe's monument in Exeter Cathedral 
best describes the man and his work: 





Sackep to THe Mewory 
or 
JOHN GRAVES SIMCOE, 


Lieutenant-Ceneral in the Army, and Colonel of the Twenty-second 
Regiment of Foot, who died on the 25th day of October, 1806, aged 
fifty-four years, in whose life and character the virtues of the hero, the 
patriot, and the Christian, were so eminently conspicuous that it may 
be justly said, he served his King and his country with a zeal excelled 
only by his piety toward God. 





The successor of Simeoe was the Honorable Peter Russell, who 
had come out from England to act, first as his Secretary or Aide, 
and afterward as his Inspeetor-General. It was he who con- 
vened the first Parliament held in York, which met in June of 
1797. It sat for eight weeks, and it is to be hoped that the 
“twenty-five gentlemen” legislators were provided with “board 
and lodging” to their satisfaction, and in keeping with their im- 
portance and dignity 

His addresses to the Houses contain some interesting paragraphs. 
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Rumors of invasion were evidently ripe, for in 1799 he says to 
the members of the Assembly 

“Lam happy to inform you that the intelligence communicated 
to me in the beginning of the winter respecting a combined attack 
of this Provinee, said to be in preparation from the side of the 
Mississippi, turns out to have had little or no foundation. It has, 
however, had the very pleasing effect of evineing our internal 
strength to repel any hostile attempt from that quarter; for I 
cannot sufficiently applaud the very animated exertions of the 
Lieutenants of counties, and the loyal spirit and zeal exhibited 
by the militia of the several districts on this occasion, whereby 
two thousand volunteers from the respective corps thereof were 
immediately put into a state of readiness to march with their 
army at a moment to where ever they might be ordered, and I 
am persuaded that the rest would have soon followed with equal 
alaerity if their services had been wanted.” 

Like his predecessor, he also made his Addresses the medium 
for a little sermonizing, his speech of 1798 concluding as fol- 
lows: “I must not omit to call upon you for your most zealous 


exertions in suppressing vice, immorality and profaneness among 
- the people, that by the general practice of true piety and virtue 
this Provinee may merit the Divine protection and favor, without 
which no nation or individual, though ever so mighty, can expect 


to prosper.” 

An interesting evidence of the loyalty existing at this time i& 
afforded by a resolution to the King offering His Majesty the 
surplus of the Provincial revenue (which, by the way, had the 
honor of being the first surplus im the history of the Provinee,) 
“for the purposes of the present just and necessary war (with 
France) and towards the support of his Government.” 

During the same year the records of the Assembly mentioned 
a petition from “Darius Dunham and 119 others, members of a 
Methodist society, praying that Parliament provision the same 
toleration be extended to them as to other sects in this Pro- 
vinee, so as to give validity to their marriages,” but the time was 
not ripe for such an extension of liberty, tne motion being: 
negatived by a vote of eight to two; although the tenor of the 
petition was granted a few sessions afterwards. 
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The non-attendance of members to their legislative duties be- 

came a serious question at this time, and adjournments for lack 
of a quorum were not infrequent. ‘The House had to deal with 
the matter, and, during the session of 1798, the absentees were so 
numerous that, after excusing some on account of illness, three 
were left who received the formal censure of the House—Timothy 
‘Thompson, Thomas Smith and ‘Thomas MeKee— who, in not 
having attended their duty in Parliament, ave highly reprehensi- 
ble,” and notice was given them that if they did not attend 
their duty more religiously in future a fine would be imposed on 
them. The same House passed a bill providing “for the ex 
penses of the members while attending their service in Parliament.” 
The public accounts of that year mention £50 as the sum to 
“reimburse twelve members their travelling expenses.” 

Another address by Russell during this session contained a ref 
erence to Great Britain that is inte 
Rule question 

“It is with the sincerest pleasure that I announce to you an 
event of the utmost importance which has lately taken place in 
Europe. I mean the union of Great Britain and Ireland. The 
British nations are now entirely consolidated, and all that seemed 
wanting to make them all that they are capable of being is 
attained. Everything that was partial, everything that 
local, everything that could recall the recollection that those 
whom nature intended to be one were distinct, is done away, and 
the most intimate union is established on the justest and most 
liberal principles.” 

Russell acted as President of the Legislative Council and Ad- 
ministrator during three sessions of this second Parliament, and 
until the arrival, in the latter year, of Peter Hunter, who in turn 
directed the Administration until 1805. In his absence Chief 
Justice Elmsley was one of a committee who performed the 
duties of the office. During these few years York steadily grow. 
Governor Hunter was followed by the Hon. Alexander Grant as 
President, till Francis Gore arrived from England as the newly- 
appointed representative. Like Simeoe, as well as most of his 
successors, Gore was essentially a soldier-governor, but he differed 
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from Simeoe in possessing an unbending nature and a tenacity of 
purpose with which he tried to plant old-world ideas in new- 
world soil. 

Having obtained leave of absence, Gore sailed for England in 
1811, leaving the Government in the hands of Sir Isaae Brock 
‘as President and Administrator, Not returning to Canada un- 
til the close of 1815, Gore was absent during the American inva- 
sion, Brock had called Parliament together in the month of 
February, 1812, when in his opening address he referred to the 
possible difficulties with the United States. During this same 
session he issued, through the medium of the House of Assembly, 
a strongly-worded address to the people of ada in these 
terms: “Already have we the joy to remark that the spirit of 
loyalty has burst forth in all its ancient splendor * * ‘They 
(the Americans) will tell you that they have come to give you 
freedom—yes, the hase slaves of the most contemptible faction 
that ever directed the affairs of any nation—the minions of the 
very sycophants who lick the dust from the feet of Bonaparte, 
will tell you that they are come to communicate the blessings of 
liberty to this provinee, but_you have only to look at your situ- 
ation to put such hypocrites to confusion.” ‘The entire popula- 
tion of the province at this time was onl, 77,000. The work of 
marshalling his small forces, therefore, as the military comman- 
der, against a much greater foree, coupled with the duties de- 
volving upon hin as the civil administrator of the province, must 
have severely taxed Brock’s executive skill and ability, both of 
whieh, however, stood the test 

The legislation during Brock’s session included provision for 
the establishinent of a general post throughout the Provinee, an 
act to restrain sheriffs from packing juries, and another to pre- 
vent desertion by granting a bounty for apprehending deserters, 
while the first petitions were presented praying for the privilege 
of voting by ballot. 56, 

Brock’s career reached an untimely end by his death c7.. 
18th of October, 1812, his suecessor being General Sheaffe. “< 
April, 1813, the first direct effects of the war were felt in t 
new capital, On the 27th day of that month, a force of 1,61 
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Americans, under General Dearborn, reached the shores of the 
little town, having crossed the lake from Sackett's Harbor. ‘The 
American force burned all the publie buildings, including the 
parliament buildings erected in 1796, and which, therefore, had 
a life of nearly seventeen years, It is said that when the 
Americans entered the Legislative Chamber, before applying the 
torch to it, they found a human sealp suspended dirvetly over the 
Speaker's chair. Tt was regarded asa choice trophy, and was pre- 
sented to General Dearborn, who passed it on to the Secretary at 
Washington. The startling prize, however, ultimately turned 
out to be but a periwig or official peruke left behind by its 
owner, who it is presumed, ax well as hoped, had one to take its 
place. ‘The loss of the legislative buildings was small compared 
to the loss of the library, and all the state papers and records, 
which were destroyed. ‘The Americans only remained in ocew. 
ation for four days, the troops re-cmbarking in their flotilla of 
fourteen vessels for their return voyage to Fort George. 

An aged resident of Ottawa, Mrs, Seymour, is able to call to 
memory the burning of the parliament buildings, and all the 
stirring events connected with the capture of the little settle- 
ment. 

Sixteon annual sessions were held in these pioneer buildings 
before their destruction. ‘The comparative harmony and absonex 
of partisan spirit that characterized the first Newark pa 
Hament, unfortunately ended with that parliament, for party 
strife and its consequent bickerings then began to make its 
appearance, An interesting light is thrown on the legislative 
life of the period mentioned by the Hon, Richard Cartwright, 
who for twenty-three years was a member of the Legislative 
Couneil, he being, as will be remembered, one of the original 
appointees in 1792. During the session of 1801 the election of a 
Speaker gave rise to considerable intrigue as between two rival 
Jandidates, and the session began “with a considerable degree of 
fermi? asa chronicler cautiously puts it. A disputed election 


~\lso gave rise to much acrimonious discussion. Justice Aleock, 
‘Ye sitting member, whose election was voided because of the 
Shnwarrantable steps taken to secure his election, was re- 
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quested to withdraw from the House during the discussion of his 
case, but he replied he would not do so “unless they threw him 
out neck and heels,” and, as this extreme was not resorted to, he 
kept his seat during the debate. ‘The fact, too, that a judge of 
the Court of King's Bench could be a candidate for a seat in a 
popular assembly, illustrates the radical change in methods and 








precedents that have since been brought about. 
Mr, Cartwright also gives an interesting picture of the sessions 
of the first parliament in his pablished letters, in which he 








gives a résumé of the legislation effected. He mentions the eom- 
paratively unknown fact that “the river Traneke (the old name 
of the river Thames) is still talked of as the seat of govern- 
ment,” only to strongly oppose it, however, his favorite site being 
at Kingston, between which place and the boundary line of the 
two provinees lay the greatest mass of the population. Writing 
during the session of 1793 (held in Newark) he tells his corres- 
pondent, “For my part I begin to be disgusted with polities,” 
for the reason amongst others that instead of sitting down cordi- 
ally together to form regulations solely for the public good, he 
found the government disposed to “calculate their measures as 
inuch with a view to patronage and private endowment as the 
prosperity of the colony.” He added : “ Such a poliey, if persisted 
in and pushed very far, will unquestionably be sowing the seeds 
of evil discord, and perhaps laying the foundation of future 




















revolutions.” 

Contlicts between the Legislative Council and the Assembly dur- 
ing the sessions in York were quite as common as the dissensions 
in the latter, so much soas to occasion “ the different branches of 
the legislature to separate in very ill humor.” One great subject 
of disagreement was the refusal of the couneil to allow the 
assemblymen to be paid their per diem allowance, or “ wages” as 
they were termed, of 10s. from the provineial fund instead of by 
a direct assessment on their constituents. Tt was argued that if 
payment were made from the provincial coffers, the legislators 
would be tempted to unduly prolong their parliamentary labors, 

Again in 1807 the House of Assembly experienced stormy 
times. Mr. Thorpe was evidently the disturbing element in this 














The First Parliament Bwildings in Little York. 29 


session by his allusions to revolution, which were regarded as 
highly treasonable, and in various “ factious measures couched 
in insidious and inflammatory language.” ‘Thorpe was another 
case of one of His Majesty's judges occupying a dual réle on the 
judiciary and in parliament. 

During the session of 1808, Joseph Wilcocks. a printer 
prisoned by the order of the House for “an impudent libel " on the 
Lieutenant-Governor and Assembly, only to be elected! in 1809 to 
the House, without opposition, “Tt is much to be regretted that 
every demagogne has a probable chance of obtaining a seat in 
this House,” is the despairing complaint of a disgusted legislator 
of that day 

‘The session of 1808 witnessed a peculiar scene, when three 
or four of the members abruptly left for their distant 
homes with « determination to put a stop to thie business of the 
session, rather than submit to the intention of the majority to 
carry a bill regarding the establishment of schools, ‘The 
Lieutenant-Governor, as « punishment, took from them some 
government appointments they held, but despite this evi- 
dence of vice-regal displeasure, every one of the offending mem- 
bers was returned at the next election, “Amidst all these per- 
uch useful legislation was passed from year 
tive council was reorganized at this time by 
its reduetion from nine to five members, and vacancies were 
filled so as to give proper weight and influence as  counterpoise 
to the “rashness” of the lower house. For Sir Francis Gore 
who was now Lieutenant-Governor, these were worrying. times. 
He complained of being miserably disappointed in his Attorney 
General (My Firth), “a man who,” he said “has the most-un- 
governahle temper that ever man was cursed with, but is withal 
self-sutficient, mereenary and rapacious.” 

Before leaving these original Parliament Buildings in York, it 
is perhaps well to record here the fuet of the duel before referred 
to that took place at the rear of the buildings, between John 
Suall, Clerk of the Executive Couneil, and Attorney-General 
John White. ‘The lutter was shot in the hip and soon died: the 
former was indheted for murder, but was acquitted. ‘This tragic 
affair occurred on Jannary 3rd, 1800, 
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CHAPTER IIL 





THE SECOND PARLIAM 





BUILDINGS AND TEMPORARY QUARTERS, 


1813-1 









OWARD the close of 1813, Lieutenant-Covernor Sir 
Gordon Drummond arrived at York, and assumed 
military and civil control of the Provinee. Parl 
ment was called for the following February, the first 
) session being held in the “ball room,” as it was called, of 
Jordan’s York Hotel, which stood on King-street near 
Berkeley-street. It was a first-class house of entertainment in 
its day, and the legislators regarded their temporary quarters as 

















something palatial. 

The records of this first session after the war naturally con 
tain many references to that event. The Lientenant-Governor, 
in his speech from the Throne, voiced “his most devout gratitude 
to the Divine Providence, which seems to- have manifested an 
especial protection to the righteous cause of our defence against 
an enemy unprovoked and implacable, who, at the moment they 
were exulting in the assurances of their commander that’ the 
conquest of the Canadas was achieved, were arrested in. their 
progress to invade our sister province, and their collective force 
discomfited by a handful of British troops, who drove them in 
dismay to seek refuge on their own shores. With no less gal- 
lantry in another quarter a small band of British soldiers at- 
tacked and carried by storm the Fortress of Niagara, the 
ést and most formidable position they held on our frontie: 
advancing to this enterprise the troops beheld with indign 
the smoking ruins of the town of Niagara, which an atrocious 
30 
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poliey had devoted to the flames, Resentful of the misery 
drought upon the innocent but. too eredulous inhabitants, who 
had remained until the last moment under a promise of protec- 
tion to their persons and property, the army inflicted a severe 
retaliation in the entire destruction of the whole frontier, from 
Lake Erie to Lake Ontario, after defeating a very superior foree 
of the enemy. Thus the valor of our soldiers and citizens has 
proved what can be effected in a good cause by men who have 
nothing in view but their own honor and the country's welfare 

No less congratulatory were his remarks on the conquest of 
Britain's red-coats in other lands. “His Majesty’s arms, united 
with those of Spain and Portugal, under the command of Field 
Marshal the Marquis of Wellington, have resened the Peninsula 
from its invaders, whilst the northern powers of Europe have 
overwhelmed and destroyed Napoleon's immense armies and eom- 
pellgd him to retire into the bosom of France. 

One of the afterclaps of the war is recorde:l in the annals of 
the session of 1814, when the names of seventeen members w 
nt, as follows = 

MeDonell, Ales., prisoner with the enemy ; Wilson, Jno,, sick 
Marcle, Abraham, and Willcocks, Jos., deserted to the enemy 
Clench, Ralph ; MeGregor, Jno. ; McCormack, Wm., prisoners with 




















called as being. present, while seven were abs 





the enemy 

‘The House thereupon resolved that “sufficient evidence having 
been offered to this House of the traitorous and disloyal deser- 
tion of Joseph Willeocks, one of its members, to the enemy, and 
of his actually having borne arms against His Majesty's Govern- 
ment, that this House, entertaining the utmost abhorrence of his 
infamous conduct, which has rendered him ineapable of sitting or 
voting in this House, do declare hisseat vacant, and that he shall 
no longer be considered a member thereof.” 

Abraham Marele was also treated to a similar resolution, and 
Sir Gordon expressed his opinion that “it has been more a sub- 
ject of regret than surprise to have found two members of the 
Legislative body in the ranks of the enemy. A due regard to 
the interest of the loyal subject requires that means should be 
adopted to punish such traitors as adhere to the enemy, by. the 






















































































































































































32 Ontario's Parliament Buildings 
confiseation of their estates, all such forfeitures to be applied to 
the relief of sufferers by the war within the Pro 

Still another point touched upon by the King’ 
was the suggestion to “give justice to those who have gallantly 
hazarded their lives in defenee of the Provinee, by taxing those 
who, from religious seruples, abstain from war, at a higher rate 
than heretofore,” the Quakers being here referred to. 

After the occupancy for one session of the ball-room of Jor- 
dan’s Hotel, several succeeding sessions were held in 
oceupied in after years by Chief Justice Draper, known as The 
Lawn, and which stood at the north-west comer of Welli 
and York-streets, It was hidden from the public view by a 
and a row of old trees, including a huge weeping willow 

In September, 1815, Gore returned from England and 
assumed the reins of government, Jordan's name being among 
those affixed to an “address of weleome.” Notwithstanding this 
assurance of good-will, considerable ill-feeling seems to have ex- 
isted against the Downing-street representative on the part of his 
parliament ; indeed, during one of the sessions he took umbrage 
at some of the projected measures of the House, and declared he 
“would dismiss the rascals,” a threat whieh he carried out to the 
letter, by going down to the House in his ordinary undress garb, 
and sending them home with a few words, as strong as they were 
uneourtly, ringing in their ears 

‘That he had not a few friends as well as some popularity among 
the members is evideneed by the passage of the famous Spoon 
Bill in the session of 1815, the act voting £3,000 sterling for a 
service of plate for their returned Governor, “in perpetual remem 
branee of the people's gratitude.” ‘This large sum stands out in 
striking contrast to a vote of but £800, during the same session, for 
the establishment of a parliamentary library to replace the one 
burnt in 1813, 

The session of 1816 was signalized by the passage of several 
useful measures, the most important being the extension of the 
public school system. ‘he Governor congratulated the Upper 
House on “its provision for the dissemination of letters in this 
Infant Colony, which must secure to you the gratitude and ven- 


representative, 
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eration of the rising and future generations, while the wisdom 
of your determination to leave the regulation of Commercial 
Duties and Drawbacks to His Majesty's Executive Government 
of this Province, until the Imperial Parliament decides upon 
them, cannot be called in question.” 

‘The session of 1817 was the last over which Siv Francis Gore 
had jurisdiction. Among the first of the motions to be passed 
was one which throws a side light on the relations between the 
House and the Governor, when they demanded from the latter 
“the rights and privileges of this House as amply as they are 
enjoyed by the House of Commons in Great Britain.” In his 
last address to his Parliament, Gore claims that the United King- 
dom has attained the summit of national prosperity, “its last act 
being to compel the abolition of Christian Slavery in the pirati- 
cal States of Barbary, to whose tyranny the chief nations of 
Europe had submitted for ages.” 

The Hon. Samuel Smith acted as Administrator and delivered 
the inaugural speech of the session of 1818, wherein he suggests 
an appropriation to assist emigrants to leave the United Kingdom 
and settle in the new Province. He also refers to the fact that 
sum had been set apart during a previous session toward the 
ereetion of legislative buildings (to replace those destroyed five 
years’ previously), but that it had been appropriated for the de- 
fence of the Province, and advises “the knights, citizens and 
burgesses” who formed the assembly to replace that sum, and to 
increase it for the same object, to all of which his dutiful subjects 
acceded 

‘The closing addvess of the Administrator reveals increasing 
signs of frietion between the Upper and Lower Houses. When 
he called them together he said it was in full expectation that 
they would assiduously labor to bring up any arrears of public 
business, and he regretted the more to have experienced disap- 
pointment, and “finding no probability of any concert between 
the two Houses,” he concludes: “I come reluctantly to close the 
session with its business unfinished, I do most earnestly entreat 
you to weigh well, during the recess, the important effects of 
such a disunion, and that you may meet resolved to conciliate 
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and be useful.” ‘The Journals of 1818 contain a series of reso- 
lutions that passed between the two Houses as to their respec 
tive functions and assumption of powers and privileges which 
makes interesting reading even though the anomaly has long 
since been discarded, In replying to the Legislative Council, the 
Assembly asserted that the resolutions of the former “excite 
emotions of the highest interest, being in their ess 
with principles subversive of the exereise of the funetions of the 
Representative Body of the People, nor would the House yield 
to the impression that it would ever be induced by weak example 
to compromise its undoubted and invaluable rights ;"" and as a 
further reply to. the Upper Chamber, the incensed parliament- 
nted in the Journals the opening and closing 
2, when he outlined 
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arians ordered re 
address of Simcoe, at the first session of 174 
the duties and privileges of the popular House, Harmony seems 
to have been restored by the next session, when the resolutions 
and counter resolutions above mentioned were ordered to be ex- 
punged from the Journals, and thus the hatchet was buried 
Perhaps this magnanimous action was the result of the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor’s appeal to the members of both Houses, “ to 
leet the celebri 




















ry of their proceedings. ‘These considerations, 
and the beneficial influenees of religion 








enlightened mani 
Will no doubt regulate the intercourse between your august as- 
semblies,” was the placatory tone whieh he used. 

A second session was convened on October 12th, 1818, when 
Peregrine Maitland made his first appearance as the King's 
tra session being the total 
State. He sur- 


5 
dleputy, the cause assigned for the 
want of funds to meot the exigencies of the 
mised, however, that, in the course of their investigations into 
the wants of the Province, the members “would feel a just 
dignation at the attempts which have been made to excite dis- 

sedition, Should it appear to them,” he 
cannot exist without 

















content and to organi 
added, “that-a Convention of Delegat 
danger to the constitution, in framing a law of prevention, your 
wisdom will be careful that it shall not unwarily 
ight of the subject by 











dispassionat 
trespass on that sacred 
his grievances by petition 
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In the address in response the House stated that it was to be 
remembered that this favored land was assigned to their fathers 
asa retreat for suffering loyalty, and not a sanctuary for sedi- 
tion, and deeply lamented that the insidious designs of one fac- 
tious individual should have succeeded in drawing into the sup- 
port of his vile machinations so many honest men and loyal sub- 
jects of His Majesty. Robert Gourlay was the offender referred 
to. who was banished in 1819, after a long imprisonment.“ An 
Act to prevent certain meetings within this Province,” or “the 
gagging bill” as it was nick-named, was one of the steps taken 
by the assembly to prevent free discussion. 
Peregrine Maitland, the presiding genius of provineial uf- 
fairs sent out from England, in succession to Governor Gore, 
occupied the position for the comparatively long period of ten 
years, Like his predecessor, he had little sympathy with the 
joyed a popu- 
ped as a true 

















Canadian people, and, as a consequence, never enj 
larity such as Governor Simeoe won. He is des 
type of an English aristocrat, his tall, soldier-Ii 
him a dignity in keeping with his position, 

By the establishment of his miniature court at Government 
House, the cleavage began between the rulers and the ruled, 
Which resulted in the establishment of what afterward became 
“The Family Compact,” which was destined to play such an im- 
portant part in the history of the Province, ‘The Governor and 
his cabinet controlled the appointments to the Legislative and 
Executive Councils, and this fact also served to lay the foundation 
for the conflict which ended in the uprising twenty years after. 

The formal opening of Parliament under Sir Peregrine’s régime 
was an imposing affair when, amid the thunders of cannon and 
the cheers of the crowd of colonists, the Lieutenant-Governor 
with immaculate periwig, a glittering sword and a gorgeous uni- 
form, was only less imposing than the scarlet uniformed officers 
of the garrison who composed the guard of honor. To-day the 
pageantry of state is sadly democratic, the cannon is silenced, the 
periwig has disappeared, and only a scant display of gold lace and 
brass buttons takes the place of the gorgeous spectacle of 1820. 
Tt was during the session of 1818 that work was begun on. the 
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new House of Parliament, which was completed in 1820. ‘Two 
“ managers of publie buildings” were appointed, Peter Robinson 
and Grant Powell, who reported to the House in 1819, as follows 
“The undersigned beg leave to submit to the Honorable House 
of Assembly their proceedings as managers to carry into effect 
the wishes of the two Houses, relative to the erection of suitable 
buildings for their accommodation. ‘The accompanying letter of 
Mr. Secretary Hillier will show the authority under which they 
have engaged in the undertaking, and they have to state that, 
in compliance with the request therein conveyed, they proceeded 
without delay to close with the lowest proposals for sueb a build 
ing, together with the old brick buildings repaired, which would, 
in their opinion, atford all the accommodation at present actually 
required for the convenience of the Legislature, at the same time 
ke ping in view the probability of more extensive provision for 
that purpose being necessary at some future day, ‘The contract 
was closed with Mx, Jonathan Cassels, who immediately pro 
ceeded to lay in material, and has already made some progress 
in the repairs of the old buildings. ‘The contract, with plan in 
detail of the building, is herewith submitted, in which it will be 
seen that no prejudice will acerue to the contracting parties by 
any deviation of the plan therein agreed on.” To which report 
the House assented. 

‘The structure was as plain as its predecessor, but the growth 
and prosperity of the capital was shown in its being built of 
brick instead of wood. It occupied the site of the old gaol 
which, until a few years ago, was a landmark near the corner 
of King and Berkeley-streets. In Talbot's “ Five Years in C 
ada” he describes the new structure as “a long and comi 
dious building, built with brick and with much simplicity.” 
early as 1804, and before the destruction of the original build- 
ings, a surgeon of the 49th regiment, named Walsh, designed a 
plan for a new House of Assembly, to be of wood and briek and 
to cost £1,000 a story, but it was never carried out. 

“The public buildings that were destroyed,” says Dr. Seadding 

were replaced, about the year 1818, by others more extensive, 
ut situated on the same spot 
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and here the Parliament continued to hold its sessions down to 
the year 1824, when they were again totally destroyed, but this 
time not by the hand of an invading foe, but by a fire originating 
in an over-heated flue. These buildings I myself well remember, 
having more than once witnessed the pageantry attendant on the 
opening of the House by the Lieutenant-Governor of the day, Si 
Peregrine Maitland, pageantry humble enough, no doubt, but 











then appearing very magnificent.” 

Tt was on the night of the 30th December, 1824, that the Parlia- 
mentBuildings were again destroyed by fire, this time accidentally, 
as Dr. Seadding has said, a defect in the flues being the cause. 
The loss was estimated at £2,000. The furniture and library were 
fortunately saved, but some of the House journals were lost. 

In January of the following year, Parliament met in the old 
General Hospital, which stood between King-street and Hospital- 
street (now Richmond-street) just west of the old Upper Canada 
College. ‘The Hospital had the honor of being the most important 
building in the Province at that time. “It was two stories in 
hoight, of red brick, 107 feet long by 66 feet wide, with a flattish- 
hipped roof, a conveniently designed interior, and recessed gal- 
leries on the north and south It stood with its four sides 
facing precisely the four cardinal points of the compass” It 
has, it is needless to say, long since disappeared. 

The thi of 1825-6, 1827 and 1828, 
were held in the Hospital, a vote of £100 being made annually 
its use, which the Home District was called upon to pay 
‘The urgent need of the Hospital for its original purpose caused 
another change, the old Court House, which oceupied, with the 
gaol, the block bordered by King, Chureh, Court and Toronto-sts 
being selected as the temporary home of the Legislature during 
the sessions of 1829, 1830, and 1831-2, when the new buildings on 
Front-street were ready for occupancy. In the journals of 1831 
appears an item of £108 17s. 1d. for expen: Jin using 
the Court House for the necommodation of the Legislature for 
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the two previous sessions, 
The four sessions held in the second Parliament Buildings w 
turbulent in spirit, though important in results, As Dr. Seaddi 
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says: “Here it was the first skirmishes took place in the great 
war of prineiples which afterwards with such determination and 
effect was fought out in Canada, Here it was that first loomed 
up before the minds of our early Iaw-makers the ecclesiastical 
question, the edueational question, the constitutional question, 
Here it was that first was heard the open discussion, childlike, 
indeed, and vague, but pregnant with very weighty consequences 
of topics, social and national, which, at the time, even in the 
parent state itself, were mustered but by few.” ‘The chief cause 
Of bitterness and animosity was the heated election trials, 
the House forming itself into a Contested Election Court. 
Barly in the session of 1821, a petition was presented to the 
House in connection with the election of Barnabas Bidwell as 
Member for Lennox and Addington, in whieh the petitioners held 
that “his character wax such as to render him utterly unworthy 
of the high honor of sitting in your august House,” based on am 
alleged misapplication of publie funds when he was a resident of 
Massachusetts ten years before. ‘The House thereupon constituted 
itself an election court, as has been said, with the result that 
Bidwell was allowed to retain his seat: indeed, his eloquent 
advocacy of his own ease no doubt had much to do with the 
decision of the members, But those opposed to him finally tri- 
umphed in the passage of a Bill “ to render ineligible to seat in 
the Commons House of Assembly of this Provinee, certain deserip- 
tions of persons therein mentioned,” which accomplished the 
expulsion of the elected Member, who, however, had the satisfac- 
tion of seeing his son, Marshall Spring Bidwell, elected in his 
stead. The Jatter, however, had an even move stormy experience 
when, on a new election being held, the returning officer refused 
to accept any votes for him, on the ground that he was an alien. 
‘Another protest and election followed, and young Bidwell was 
‘elected for the third time (an experience not unlike that William 
Lyon Mackenzie went through years after), continuing to sit in 
Parliament for eleven successive years 

‘The debates of the quartette of sessions from 1820-4 were also 
but samples and forerunners of the acrimonious discussions that 
have been heard in the old Front-street buildings. Attorney- 
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General Robinson is described as exhibiting “a perfect whirlwind 
of rage and fiery indignation” in dealing with the case of Barna- 
bas Bidwell, an example which others, no doubt, followed on both 
sides of the House. Changes in public opinion were, however, 
as rapid as they were radical. ‘The “ Gagging Bill,” of 1819, as 
“the Act to prevent certain meetings within the Provinee,” was 
called, was repealed in 1820, and the Act of 1821, already referred 
to, aimed at the senior Bidwell, was practically repealed in 1824, 

Between 1824 and 1832 a number of men appeared in the 
House, chiefly after the cleetion of 1824, who have received the 
title of “Fathers of Reform” from their Liberal suecessors— 
John Rolph, Captain John Matthews, Peter Perry, John Willson. 
William Lyon Mackenzie, Robert Baldwin, and many others 
waged many an oratorieal battle with their antagonists on the 
Conservative benches, in the ‘lays when the House met in the old 
Hospital and Court House. With the first definite formation of 
a Reform party, came more exciting discussions and contests, each 
a keen struggle for the best exhibition of party power. The 
election of Speaker usually tested their strength. On one oce: 
sion, in 1824, John Willson, the member for Wentworth, was 
chosen Speaker by a Reform majority of two—a sign to them 
that the power of the Family Compact had begun to wane. So i 
tense hecame the feeling that a mob destroyed the office of Wi 
liam Lyon Mackenzie's paper, The tension was further in- 
creased by the reply of the Legislature to one of Governor Mait- 
land’s addresses, wherein he was censured for reeeiving and r 
plying to addresses reflecting on the Legislative Assembly. To 
this he promptly retorted that while they (the Legislature) were 
treating him with scant courtesy, he was fully justified in the 
part he was taking, 
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A curious evidence of the antagonistic feeling toward the 
Americans was evineed during the session of 1826. A perform- 
ance was given in the little theatre of York, which was attended 
hy most of the members, who probably welcomed a change from 
the dry routine of their legislative duties. ‘The orchestra played 
several lively British tunes, when someone called for Yankee 
Doodle and Hail Columbia, as a compliment to a few Ameri 
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visitors who were present. ‘The response was complied with 
and all went well, but when the House met on the following Mon- 
day. before the doors were open to the public, one of the mem- 
hers arose, and with due solemnity charged a fellow member, 
Capt. Matthews, with requesting the Yankee Doodle song, Such a 
disloyal act called for instant investigation. A Committee of 
Privilege was at once appointed, which met for three consecutive 
nights, when scores were summoned as witnesses, the result being 
the acquittal of the suspected member. ‘This, however, was not 
the end of the matter. News of the affair reached the ears of 
the “Master-General of Ordnance” at Quebee, who summoned the 
poorlegislator to the far distant city, to explain his * utterly disloyal 
and disgraceful conduct ” for having “in a riotous and outrageous 
manner called for the national airs and tunes of the United 
States.” The latter, being a retired captain, was amenable to 
military authority. Matthews urged the time-honored member's 
privilege of non-arrest, but the Lientenant-Governor pooh-poohed 
the defence, and ordered the offender to obey the mandate from 
his superior officer, There was nothing left but to obey. Having 
reached the ancient city, he laid the evidence of acquittal before 
the military tribunal and ‘secured a second release, but his 
enemies succeeded in having his pension stopped, which caused 
him great pecuniary distress. One may safely conclude, however, 
that he had strong grounds for pronouneing anathema upon 
Yankee Doodle for the rest of his life. 

‘Among the Acts passed during the session of 1826, was one 
entitled “The Whipping and Pillory Abolition Bill,” thus putting 
an end to the few public exhibitions of that kind which disgraced 
the justice of the early days of York 

‘A radical change of ideas regarding parliamentary decorum has 
taken place since 1828. In the session of that year a Mr. Morris 
moved “that it be resolved, that upon a vote or passage of any 
bill or measure, to express approbation or satisfaction by standing 
on the floor of this House and in a tumultuous manner giving 
loud huzzas, is a breach of parliamentary decorum and unbecom- 
ing the dignity of a deliberative assembly.” Bidwell succeeded 
in securing an amendment, “that this House understands that in 
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the House of Commons in Great Britain itis not unusual to carry 
a great and interesting question with acclamations.” ‘The mover 
of the original motion made another effort to put his motion, “that 
it is not the opinion of this House, that parliamentary usage 
warrants the huzzaing in a tumultuous manner by the members 
standing up in their place and waving their hats, and that this 
House will hereafter consider as irregular and disorderly such a 
mode of expressing their opinions or feelings,” Such resolutions 
read oddly in these latter days, when the passage of a famous 
bill makes a “famous scene” for the historian, and when “tumul- 
tuous huzzaing” is indulged in to the full. 



















































































CHAPTER IV. 


HE INCEPTION AND ERECTION OF THE OLD PARLIAMENT 
BUILDINGS ON FRONT STREET. 





1826-183 





HE first step toward the erection of the Parliament 
Buildings that stand on Front-street, was taken in 
\ the session of 1825, when three Commissioners were 

appointed by the Upper and Lower House to deal 
with the question, the result being that as a preliminary 
FS” step they “resolved to offer by public advertisement a sum 
of money as a reward for the most approved plan, elevation and 
design for the required buildings.” Many handsome architee- 
tural designs were, according to the report of the Commissioner, 
submitted, the premium being awarded to a Mr. Nixon, Later, 
four plans and estimates were put in by Nixon himself, and by 
Baldwin, Ford, and Ewart, ‘The following year, 1826, the matte 
was advanced by the passage of an Act “to authorize the rais- 
ing by debenture a sum of money to be applied in erecting build- 
ings for the use of the Legislature.” ‘The Hon. William All 
William ‘Thompson and Grant Powell comprised the Commissi 
‘An arehitect named Rogers afterward tendered a plan and es 
mates for the erection of the buildings for a sum between £6,000 
and £7,000, He was thereupon asked to reduce his estimate to 
£4,000, but £5,300 was the lowest figure’ he could be induced to 
name. 

This amount was still deemed too Jarge by the Legislature, 
and it came to the conclusion, by a resolution passed during the 
session of 1828, “That the sum voted by the Legislature for 
the erection of public buildings is insufficient to defray the ex- 
42 
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pense of the work upon a scale corresponding with the respecta- 
pility of the Province and the suitable accommodation of the 
Parliament” ; anda second resolution read : “That the limited 
resources of the Legislature will not warrant at present a further 
grant for this object, and that it is expedient to defer the com- 
mencement of the buildings until the public revenue shall enable 
the Parliament to apply ample means for the proper completion 
of the work,” and, with true Legislative economy, a Select Com- 
mittee was appointed to see whether a roof could not be put on 
the ruined walls of the old buildings burned in 1824 

In May, 1829, the following advertisement appeared in the 
columns of the Loyulist: “Pantiament BUILDINGS—Sealed 
tenders for erecting buildings for the Legislature at York, will 
be received on the first Monday of June next. Plans, elevations, 
and specifications of the buildings may be seen after the 14th 
day of May next, on application to Grant Powell, from whom 
further information may be received.” The Loyalist informed 
its readers that “the new Parliament House will stand in Sim- 
coe Place, a square containing six acres, a very fine situation, fac~ 
ing the Bay, and in front of Government House.” 

On the 30th July, 1829, » contract was drawn between the 
Commissioners and Matthew Priestman, to erect the buildings, 
and find all materials, for the sum of £5,400, and to have them 
ready for the Legislature by the Ist January, 1831. Priestman, 
however, failed in his contract, after having made sub-contracts 
with Joseph Turton, a mason, and James Crowther, a carpenter. 
‘Turton and Crowther were allowed to proceed with their part of 
the work, but according to a report of a committee of the House, 
made during the session of 1832, “The building has so far been 
conducted in a way very unsatisfactory,” and the committee fur- 
ther remarked that “great blame is attributable to the Commis- 
sioners for curtailing the sum in the contract so much below the 
sun appropriated by the Legislature,” viz., £10,000. 

John Ewart was, on the failure of Priestman, authorized to 
superintend the work.. Priestman had received £1,000 on his 
contract before failing, while Turton had received some £6,000 
more, and yet the building was not finished, while Turton and 
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Crowther demanded £1,750 beyond what they had received. The 
committee closed their report with the opinion that £1,300 would 
complete the structure. ‘The Hon. Mr. Allan was allowed to put 
in a statement in explanation, laying the blame for the curtail 
ment of the expenditure decided upon, on Sir John Colborne, who 
expressed himself averse to a greater sum than £5,000 being ex- 
pended in such a building. According to Mr. Allan's report, a 
person by the name of Nixon was among the first to tender a 
plan and estimates for erecting buildings of stone or briek— 
‘£15,000 for the former, and £11,000 for the latter. He concludes ; 
“The two Houses approved and adopted the plan and estimate 
for the larger sum, but recommended delay in commencing the 
work, as the finances of the country did not seem to justify so 
great an expenditure at that time. 

‘The amount received from the Treasury from 1826 to 1831 to- 
talled £7,000. On January 20th, 1832, £3,000 additional was 
granted by the Legislature to complete the building. 

The public accounts of 1831 contain the details of the expendi- 
ture in connection with the building. Some of the items read oddly 
to-day. “Freight of stone from the Head of Lake” was £16 10s 
Tt cost £19 to cover the drain leading from the building ; £20 “ for 
digging and stoning Well ;” £6 “ for levelling the ravine in front 
of the building”; an Indian broom is entered at four-penee; a") 
cord of wood for the clerk’s office cost 15s.; 88. 6d. was paid “ for 
hauling (4) loads stuff from the lake.” Cedar joists were evi- = 
dently in great demand, and a queer combination of “stationery 
and white lead” is entered under one sum. 

‘As an outcome of the retarded progress in the construction of 
the buildings, and the failures of contractors, many extra claims 
were made against the Government, and a Special Committee, 
composed of Alexander McDonnell, James Fitzgibbon, and David ‘ 
‘A. Macnab, investigated these in 1833, and recommended the 
payment of £1,654 of the £1,889 claimed. The work of construe- 
tion was completed by men paid by the day, Duncan Kennedy, 
a builder, being appointed superintendent. The Commission 
also reported that £1,800 more would be required to finish the 
building ina proper manner, and “to construct an area to the 






























































Erection of Parliament Buildings on Front Street. 45 


east and west facades of the portico around it;” to cover the roof 
with tin at a cost of £508, which they regarded “as inuispens- 
able for the safety of the building, which has already once nar- 
rowly escaped burning by a spark from one of the chimnies 
which fell upon the shingles.” The freestone used in the columns 
of the portico were quarried near Hamilton, shipped by sleighs to 
the edge of Burlington Bay, and transhipped to York on the 
opening of navigation, In the old designs, there are pillars and 
a pediment at the main entrance, which were never carried out, 
and Iam told these pillars still lie in the quarries. 

‘The original building consisted of a centre, 138x90 feet, and 
two wings, 90X55 feet, the latter being forty feet distant from 
the centre. In 1849 these spaces were enclosed, forming the 
Speaker's rooms on the east and committee rooms on the west. 
The Legislative Chamber was 46x55 feet, and the original Legis- 
lative Council Chamber (latterly the library) 44x54 feet. ‘The 
basement rooms were used as vaults, and fora time as legis- 
lative offices. At that time the building was thought to be a 
marvel of architectural skill, and the press of the day gave glow- 
ing accounts and long descriptions of “its magnificent length, its 
noble fagade and its handsome apartments.” What was latterly 
the library was then utilized as the Legislative Council room, or 
the “Family Compact Room,” as it was dubbed at that time, the 
queer upper story portion at the rear (lately used by the Queen’s 
Printer) being the library and reading room. 

Only the limits of a large volume could do adequate justice to the 
history enacted within these old walls during the sixty years and 
more of their existence. Between the opening of the first Parlia~ 
ment in 1832, and the prorogation of the last that was held with- 
in its Chamber, scores of important questions and subjects have 
been agitated, debated, and brought to pass. The struggle for 
responsible government ended long ago in victory; the seeulari- 
zation of the clergy reserves was consummated under its roof—+ 
the bill being passed in the session of 1858; elections have to a 
large degree been purified ; manhood suffrage has taken the place 
of the old-time restrictions of the franchise; education has made 
marvellous advances; villages have grown into towns, towns have 
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expanded into cities, and hundreds of hamlets have risen over the 
land ; the province has increased in population until it numbers 
over two million souls, and, instead of the fifteen assemblymen 
elected for the first Upper Canadian Parliament in 1792, ninety- 
one now constitutes the Provincial Legislature. 
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CHAPTER V. 


THE FRONT-STREET PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS IN DIFFERENT 
ROLES. 


ig OT only has the old structure served the State as its 
House of Parliament, but it has been a Court of Law, 
a College, and a Barracks and Arsenal during the 
3 stirring times of 1837, or the “ flare up,” as Sir Francis 
Bond Head described it. Two or three days after the rebel 
uprising at Montgomery's Farm, Sir Francis, becoming 
convinced that matters were taking a serious turn, removed his 
headquarters from the old town hall to the Parliament Buildings, 
where, also, the available stock of arms and ammunition was 
stored. The old brick pile was thus placed in a state of barricade 
and the march of the picket was heard around its walls, During 
every hour of the day reinforcements were coming in from the 
adjacent centres. The old steamer Traveller brought a de- 
tachnent from Niagara, while the Burlington landed a contin- 
gent from Hamilton ; Port Credit, Whitby, Cobourg, and other 
Villages also sent their quota, ‘The little town was soon crowded 
to overflowing with these bands of raw recruits, and the open 
space in front of the Parliament Buildings was ascene of unusual 
excitement. Within the buildings the governor and his cabinet 
were almost continually in session arranging a plan of campaign, 
though some of the council meetings were held at Archbishop 
Strachan’s “ Palace” near by, and-in Government House. 
Confusion reigned among the crowds of untried warriors until 
Col. Fitzgibbon marshalled them into companies, which were 
further organized ‘into three divisions, which extended from the 
buildings eastward along Front-street as far as the Bishop's 
47 
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Palace. The total muster was about 1,100 men, Sir Francis, 
mounted on a white horse, gave the word of command to advance 
at twelve o'clock noon, on December 7th, and thus started the 
hastily formed army for the rebel rendezvous, to the stirring 
music of two bands, the windows and roofs being crowded by 
men, women and children who cheered each company as it 
marched by. Nearly a quarter of a century had elapsed since 
Toronto had witnessed such real evidences of war, when in 1813 
the invading American troops marched vietoriously along the 
water front. 

‘The buildings experienced another “ military occupation ” when 
the peregrinating Parliament of the Union left it after the session 
of 1859, three companies of the 30th Regiment taking possession 
and transforming the legislative halls into noisy barracks. ‘The 
‘30th had erossed the ocean in the Great Bustern, along with 2,000 
fellow-warriors. Portions of the following regiments were 
quartered within the Parliament buildings : 30th Foot (now Cam- 
bridgeshire Regiment), one battalion of the 16th Foot (now. Bed- 
fordshire Regiment), 47th Lancashire (now the Royal North 
Laneashire), one battalion of the 17th (now Leicestershire Regi- 
ment), the 29th Foot and the 60th Rifles. ‘The eastern wing was 
oceupied as a mess room, billiard hall and officers’ quarters. The 
chamber and library were filled by two companies, the third 
making themselves comfortable in the long building in the rear 
of the main portion. ‘The basement of the centre part was made 
habitable, and to-day the old signs of “Sergeant's Room, No—, 
are still to be seen painted on the dusty old panes of glass. Several 
dungeons of stygian darkness, into which not a ray of light 
nters, which were utilized as guard-rooms, are also to be found 
in the gloomy recesses of the deserted cellars, while the officers, 
imitating Sir Walter Scott's example at Shakespeare's home, 
scratched their names on the window panes, One of the diver- 
sions of the men after a rollicking mess, was tobogganing down 
the stairways, the dinner-tables, with their legs pointing heaven- 
ward, being utilized for the purpos 

‘The military occupation of the buildings put their strength to 
a severe test, so much so that, when the Ontario Assembly met 
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in the Chamber in 1867, large portions of the east wing walls 
had to be rebuilt. It was in a dilapidated and dangerous condi- 
tion, the floors requiring a net-work of props and the walls a 
number of stays. The Chamber, during the military occupation, 
|, was partitioned off into dormitories, the “ throne ” and its unicorn 

background remaining in its place since it had been last used 

in 1859. 

After the Union Act of 1841 was passed, the chamber was de- 
serted for nearly ten years from 1841 to 1850. In 1848 and 
early in 1849, the buildings were utilized as a lunatic asylum, 
the old gaol on Toronto-street, where seventeen insane patients 
had been confined, being utterly inadequate for the purpose. Dr. 
Rees was the first medical superintendent, who was succeeded 
by Dr. Telfer, both of whom are now dead, The staireases in the 
eastern wing were boarded up at the side so as to prevent the 
acrobatically inclined patients from throwing themselves over the 
balustrades. One of the inmates of the old gaol and the Parlia- 
ment Buildings—Andrew Wood—is still a patient at the Toronto 
Asylum, being now over ninety years of age. 

In 1839 the buildings were used temporarily by the Court of 
Queen’s Bench, and again in 1846 they were used for university 
and medical school purposes in connection with King’s College, 
William Hume Blake was professor of law in the university and 
delivered his law lectures (which commenced at eight o'clock in 
the morning), in one of the rooms in the east wing of the Parlia- 
ment Buildings. 

The two small cottages standing at the western end of the 
Crown Lands Department were used as dissecting rooms by 

the medical students. ‘Those were the days of extensive body- 
snatching; indeed it was the only means by which the 
students could obtain dissectable subjects, no legal machinery 
being in force at that time for the supply of bodies from the 
public institutions. 

On a winter night of 1846, half a dozen embryo Aisculapians 
boarded a huge sleigh and drove to a lonely graveyard out on 
Yonge-street, where they soon went to work with picks and 
shovels until they had excavated a hole about two feet square, 
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at the head of a newly-made grave. The coffin reached, one 
the party was lowered, who proceeded tosaw off the lid and 
rope around the arms of the body, and soon the ghastly bit of 
humanity was stretched upon the snow. Denuding the corpse 
of its death clothing, which was returned to the coffin, the body 
was enclosed in an old sack and thrown in the sleigh. No 
sooner, however, had the homeward journey been commenced than 
they found they were being pursued, a team of blacks flying 
after: them over the glittering road-bed at a Gilpinite speed, 
but the medicos eluded their pursuers and reached: the college 
in safety. 

‘Thus have the‘old walls seen many a strange transformation 
caused, as has been said, by the peregrinations of the Parliament 
of the Union. On the return to Toronto, after a Parliament of 
sessions in Quebee or Montreal, the throne, the mace, and the 
general outfit were again put in place, and the batrack-rooms, 
the class-rooms, or the wards of the insane were converted again 
to Legislative uses. In November of 1849 the various Depart- 
ments were removed from Montreal to Toronto, nine years having 
elapsed since the last session of the Upper Canadian Legislature 
had been held in the old buildings. Considerable expense was 
incurred in renovating, refitting, and decorating the Chambers, 
and when the session was convened on the 14th of May, 1849, 
e not only from Toronto, but from all parts of 
the opening ceremonies with Lord Elgin 























great crowds 
the Province, to witn 
as the Governor-General. 

Parliament met in Quebee from 1852 to 1855, and when 
‘Toronto's turn caine again, the Departments were, for the second 
time, moved to the latter city, Sir Edmund Head opening the 
session, ‘The buildings again underwent an extensive internal 
transformation. Owing to the large inerease in. the membership 
of the Assembly, additional accommodation had to be provided 
for. ‘The space formerly allotted to the public had been en- 
crouched upon to such an extent that only a few benches were 
loft at the west entrance for the use of the members of the Legis- 
lative Council. ‘The Council Chamber (afterward the Library) 
was decorated afresh and refurnished, presenting an aspect of 
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almost imperial splendor, insomuch that the Governor privately 
remarked that “responsible government had not obliterated the 
respect of Canadians for the trappings of sovereignty.” 

At this time the Front-street buildings came far short of pro- 
viding sufficient accommodation for the Departments, and, as a 
result, they were seattered far and near, some on the far east of 
the city, and others again in the distant west. The Executive 
Council officers. were quartered with the Law Department, the 
Provineial Secretary's Department, and the office of the Governor- 
General, in the old hospital, which stood in the rear of an orchard 
near the corner of King and John-streets. This same bi 
by the way, was Sir John A. Macdonald's headquarters during 
that Parliament, and it was there also that George Brown’s cele- 
brated two-days’ administration held its deliberations during its 
brief but memorable existence. 

Immediately after the prorogation of the session of 1859, the 
Departments were removed to Quebec where they remained for 
six years before being permanently removed to Ottawa. Since 
Confederation, the old buildings have been even more inadequate 
to accommodate. the Departments than in 1856, and various out- 
side buildings have been ealled into requisition. ‘The Departments 
of the Attorney-General, Registrar-General, Division Courts and 
Immigration, were housed for some years.in the building on the 
corner of York and Wellington-streets, known as York House, 
and formerly occupied by Judge Hagerman, The Publie Works 
Department found temporary quarters in a building on Welling- 
ton-street near York-street, the Department of Agriculture and 
Bureau of Statistics were stationed at the corner of Yonge and 
Queen-streets, and the Board of Health on Yonge-street. Now, 
however, all the Departments are under the one roof, with the 
exception of the. Education Department; which still remains at 
the Normal School buildings. 

On many occasions; the Chamber and Legislative Couneil room 
have been the scene of brilliant balls, held under the patronage of 
Government House. The old Legislative Chamber was the 
seene of many a ball, where gathered the wealth and beauty of 
Ontario's eapital. But the most.suecessful event of this nature 
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was held in the charred ruins of the old Government House, the 
burnt walls being covered with flags and banners, and the sum- 
mer sky serving as the only roof. The scene is described as 
being beautiful in the extreme. 

Nor have the old buildings been the home only of legislators, 
soldiers, judges, professors, and other classes of beings in human 
and visible form, but strange tales have reached me of ghostly 
isitors and occupants, who seem to have acted, as bad ghosts 
sometimes do, in a highly reprehensible manner. Certainly no 
fitting spirit could ask for a more suitable haunt than the cav 
like cells in the basement, the dark and narrow corridors, with 
their bewildering twists and turns, or the dusty, echoing upper 
chambers. When the building was used as an insane asylum, 
‘one of the female patients committed suicide by hanging herself 
from a hook in the wall of the basement, and it was quite con- 
sistent, therefore, that for years, on dark and stormy nights, she 
should haunt the spot where the tragie deed was committed. 

The spirit of the poor demented suicide is said to have had a 
rival in a sister ghost, who, clad in white, with her hair stream- 
ing loosely over her shoulders, stole silently through the subter- 
ranean aisles. 

Another female spirit, with a checked dress thrown over her 
head, chose the western cottage for her midnight meanderings— 
‘a building which was then used as the dissecting room, which 
probably aecounts for a pile of human bones unearthed near it a 
few years ago 

The old office of the Queen's printer had an odd upper story or 
gallery, dust-covered and full of echoes, where a soldier-ghost 
‘was wont to parade in full regimentals. He displayed a com- 
mendable gallantry in thus choosing a quiet corner for himself, 
‘and not trespassing upon the preserves of his spectral companions. 
But his choice of locality may have been determined by the eol- 
lection of arms and accoutrements that adorned the walls and 
¢eiling, belonging to the late John Notman’s museum, among 
which he would naturally feel at home. 

Less tangible and more mysterious were the denizens of the 
reporters’ room at the rear of the eastern gallery. All that is 
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known of these .was told by a night watchman, who after one 
midnight visit could never again be induced to enter the room 
alone. He hinted vaguely of knockings and noises, heavy 
breathings from unseen forms and other disconcerting manifesta~ 
tions. Who knows how many phantom parliaments, where de- 
parted legislators met once more in wordy conflict, were di: 
turbed by the erratic actions of the other uncanny oeeupants of 
the old buildings. 

On two occasions the buildings hav 





arrowly escaped destruc- 








July of 1862 the roof of the west wing was entirely destroyed 
in the same way. Fire has indeed played havoe with many of 
our parliament buildings. Besides their destruction in 1818, and 
again in 1824, the parliament buildings at Montreal were com- 
pletely destroyed in 1849, while the Dominion buildings at 
Ottawa have had more than one narrow escape. 

A bank robbery is also among the memories of the old build- 
ings, in the days when a branch of the Bank of Upper Canada 
was opened in what is known asthe Speaker's Rooms. Just how 
much was stolen on that oecasion is not known, but the most re- 
markable feature of the case is, so it is said, that the window 
glass was eut from the inside. 

Mention should be made of Mrs, Bilton, who for many years 
kept a confeetionery stand in the corridor, near the main entrance, 
and whom the members of the old Legislature will well remember, 
If she could have carried the “sweets of office” in stock, her 
business might have been even more thriving than it was, 

The history of the various maces used in the different parlia- 
ments of the province is a most interesting one. ‘The first one 
was made of pine or fir, painted red and gilded, and was used by 
Simeoe when the first parliament was convened in Niagara. It 
was afterward included among the spoils of war captured by the 
Americans in 1813 in Toronto, and is still to be seen, with a 
British ensign captured at the same time, in the U. 8. Naval 
Academy at Annapolis, Md. All trace has been lost of the one 
used after the American war, but upon the union of the Canadas 
Parliament ordered the purchase of a new mace, which was pro- 
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cured in 1845 at a cost of £500 sterling, It is described as a fac- 
simile of that in the British House of Commons, and it, too, has 
had a stirring history, ‘Three times it has been rescued from the 
flames, and during the Montreal riot it again narrowly escaped 
destruction. It would seem to have a charmed life. ‘The mace 
used in the Ontario Legislature at present was procured by the 

ndfield-Macdonald Government, and is made of copper and 

ichly gilded. Its cost, however, was only $200. 

‘The following dates will best illustrate the varied history of 
the old buildings : 

1826.—First sum voted for their construction 

1829,—Tenders invited. 

1832-41,—Oceupied by the Legislature of Upper Canada. 

1839. .d temporarily by the Court of Queen's Bench for 
its sittings. 

1846.—Utilized for university and medical school purposes, in 
conneetion with King's College. 

1848-9—Oceupied as an asylum for the insane. 

1849-51.—Sessions of Parliament of the united Provinces. 

1856-59.—Parliament of the united Provin 

1861-67.—Utilized as military barracks. 

1867 to 1892,—Sessions of the Ontario Legislature. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
FAMOUS SCENES IN THE OLD CHAMBER 


F all the famous scenes witnessed in the old Parliament 
Buildings were to be chronicled, a very large volume 
would be required to contain the record, for, while 
warring spirits produced friction and keen contests 

for supremacy in earlier days, it is probable that no 

legislative chamber has witnessed stormier scenes or 
heard more animated, if not acrimonious, debates than the old 
home of Ontario's Parliament. 

It is therefore possible here to refer to only a few of the notable 
scenes connected with the Front-street building, and a commence 
ment may well be made with the exciting incidents arising out, 
of the burning in effigy of Sir John Colborne in Hamilton during 
an early session. Out of the investigation to which it gave rise 
came ultimately the imprisonment of Sir Allan MeNab for “high 
contempt and breach of the privileges of the House,” in refusing 
to answer the questions of the Committee of Privileges relative 
to the burning in effigy of the Lieutenant-Governor. “The 
House having learned with astonishment and indignation that 
some evil-disposed persons did on the night of the 29th of last 
month, at the town of Hamilton, in the Gore Distriet, unwar- 
rantably and maliciously exhibit a libellous representation of our 
present Lieutenant-Covernor,” Sir Allan was summoned to the 
Bar of the Houseonthe 19thof February, where, afterexamination, 
he was, by a resolution moved by William Lyon Mackenzie and 
seconded by Jesse Ketchum, “committed to the gaol of York dur- 
ing the pleasure of this House.” Two votes of the House were 
taken at different times to liberate him, but both were negatived, 
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He was finally given his liberty on the 2nd of March, after Lav 
ing been imprisoned for fourteen days. This episode had the 
effect of suddenly bringing the future baronet into prominence. 
Being treated as a martyr, his fortune was thereby materially 
advaneed, one of the results being his election to the Assembly in 
the following year. 

"The Honorable H. J. Boulton, Solicitor-General, was also called 
to the bar of the House, but escaped imprisonment by offering 
to answer questions. ‘The most impressive and astonishing part 
of the scene was the administering of a most mild and kindly 
admonition by Boulton’s old-time opponent, Marshall Spring 
Bidwell, when everyone expected a severe attack. 

‘Another of the features of the investigation was the summon- 
ing of William Jarvis, Sheriff of the Gore district, to the bar of 
the House, “to give evidenee upon the outrage and to produce 
the effigy connected therewith, or such parts thereof as are 
his possession.” One has only to pieture the scene of the exhibi 
tion of remnants of an unpicturesque caricature before an assem- 
bly, grave and solemn, as investigators should be, to see a Iudi- 
crous side to it, especially in view of the report of the special 
‘committee, “ that the circumstance called ‘ the Hamilton outrage’ 
was altogether unworthy the publienotice which has been drawn 
to it by the exaggerated reports of the Gore Gazette, and that the 
persons who committed the offenee have been so few in number 
as still to elude detection.” 

‘The burning in effigy of William Lyon Mackei 
few years later, called for no such formal investigation. 

‘he decade of years preceding the uprising of 1837 were the 
most turbulent in the parliamentary history of the provinee, and 
nearly every session witnessed many a debate where vitupera- 
tion and invective were the chief weapons. 

‘The stormiest of all “the stormy petrels” of that time was un- 
doubtedly William Lyon Mackenzie, Soon after entering: the 
politieal arena in 1829, he eatried the warfare which he had been 
conducting in his paper, into the Legislative Chamber. In order 
to rid themselves of such a thorn in the flesh, the Government 
revived an obsolete rule, which forbade the unauthorized publi- 
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ation of reports of parliamentary proceedings, The agitation 
for Mackenzie's exclusion from the House commenced as early as 
the session of 1881. Motion after motion, made by Mackenzie, 
brought from Attorney-General Boulton speeches of a very bitter 
tone, but “ the little mannikin from York,” as he was called, con- 
tinued to annoy and harrass the Government in a manner never 
before dreamed of. The attempted revenge of the Government 
came during the following session. By this time the Reform 
party had a following in the House which materially strengthened 
their hands, among the number being Dr. Rolph, Marshall 
Spring Bidwell, Dr. Morison and others, In time they controlled 
the Assembly, but the Executive exercised the veto power when- 
ever they deemed it necessary. But in Mackenzie they had an 
opponent whose restless spirit kept the Chamber in a state of 
excitement and oecasional uproar, He, however, found a stout 
foe in Sir John Colborne, a man deseribed as “a rigid absolutist, 
and strict disciplinarian.” It is not to be wondered at that the 
family compact were in bitter hostility to Mackenzie who, 
through the medium of his paper, called them “tools of a servile 
power,” declared “he would rather work for his bread than sub- 
mit to the afficial fungi of the country, more numerous and pes- 
tilential than the quagmires and marshes that eneircle Toronto.” 
He also had petitions sent to the House, made numerous char; 
against the Executive, and started on a new line by investigating 
the public accounts. His utterances were regarded by the Ex- 
ecutive authorities as “gross, seandalous and malicious libels,” 
and a charge of breach of privilege was ultimately made against 
him, After making a defence on the lines that the House had 
no jurisdiction in prosecutions for libel, he withdrew from the 
Chamber. A number of motions and amendments were voted 
upon, when the House, by a vote of twenty-four to fifteen, de- 
cided to expel him. This precipitated a series of the stormiest 
Seenes ever witnessed in the historic old building. Petitions 
Poured in, signed, no doubt, by Mackenzie's friends, praying the 
Lieutenant-Governor to dismiss a House “ tainted with the worst 
vices of judicial partiality.” 
‘The privilege of petition was apparently largely taken advan- 
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tage of judging by the long lists published in the Journals of the 
House at that time. For instance, during this session of 1831 
they numbered 200, increasing as the popular discontent 
neveased, to over 600 in 1836 and 1887, and 750 in 1857. In 
fact, they form a comparatively correct index of the unrest that 
then existed. 

‘The expelled member was re-elected on the 2nd of January, 
1832, His friends carried him through the streets in triumph, 
via Government House to the Parliament Buildings, where they 
halted amid Ioud cheers and much confusion from the thousands 
attracted by the unusual scene. Entering the House he stood 
et the bar waiting to be sworn in, surrounded by a crowd of 
sympathizers, A motion to expel him a second time was met 
wer hisses. At length, the surging mass of men that filled the 
galleries and eomidors, foreed the outer doors of the House, and 
took possession of every available space. He was, however, again 
expelled on a new charge, that he had deliberately repeated in 
the Advocate the libellous statement that “the present House 
‘yas an assembly of sycophants,” although the main phrase which 
Mfended his opponents was, that“ they were a band of publie rob- 
bers” On leaving the chamber, the hero of the hour in the eyes 
of his followers addressed the latter, when cheers were given for 
William IV., Earl Grey and the Reform ministry. The proces 
sion of sleighs reformed and eondueted the new member to his 
home. Fearing serious outbreaks, Sir John Colborne had the 
auticles of war read for several days to the regiment, and one of 
the members of the House, Mr. Thomson, gave notice of an 
address to the King, praying him to remove the seat of Govern 
tment to some more safe and convenient position where they 
would not be daily liable “ to be annoyed, insulted and overawed 
by a mob so ignorant or infatuated as to become the ready tools 
for executing every species of violence and outrage to which any 
political demagogue may choose to ineite them.” 

Mackenzie was re-elected by a vote of 628 to 96, the voting 
taking place at the Red Lion Hotel on Yonge-street, The turbu- 
Tent spirit assumed threatening proportions. Seores of meetings 
‘were held, and petitions were signed and sent to the King and the 
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Imperial Parliament, praying for redress of grievances. While 
‘Mackenzie was in England for the purpose of presenting the peti- 
tions in person, the Legislature of 1833 once more expelled him; 
‘The old story was repeated of his re-election, and so the battle 
went on. After his election in December, 1893, another great 
crowd followed their leader in his attempt to enter the House and 
take his seat. Sir Allan MacNab was hissed from the gallery, 
whereupon the Speaker ordered itcleared. ‘The Sergeant-at-Arms 
(David MacNab, a brother of Sir Allan), also ordered Mackenzie 
to leave. MacNab drew his sword when Mackenzie said, « Don't 
touch me, I am prepared to take the oath.” Still standing his 
ground, the custodian of the mace seized the recaleitrant member 
and tried to draw him toward the door, but a stalwart Highland 
friend of the little Scotchman interfered. By this time the ex- 
citement was at fever heat, and the populace attempting to take 
possession of the Chamber, possibly for the novel purpose of 
bodily routing the thirty-five members, the inner door was 
bolted and barricaded. Great confusion reigned in the lobbies 
and galleries. Some of the members fearing bloodshed, address- 
ed the crowds, when gradually the uproar died down and a truce 
was called. Mackenzie's re-expulsion the next day brought forth 
another shower of petitions to the Lieutenant-Governor. A fe 
days after, the redoubtable contestant again entered the House, 
wearing the gold chain and medal that had been presented to 
him by his admirers, and took his seat, only to be ejected three 
times by the vigilant Sergeant. As before, dense crowds wit- 

nessed the scenes from the galleries. Finally, Mackenzie left the 

House, and Toronto remained without one of its members for 

nearly a whole Parliament, 

‘The acrimony that distinguished the debates appeared in the 
press of that day. One paper, in reporting the proceedings of 
the session of 1831, thus referred to Mr. Mackenzie: “Mr. Mac- 
Kenzie brought up to the House as many documents as could be 
packed in a common wheelbarrow, and entertained honorable 
members by what he called a speech on the Kingston bank bill 
for the period of about six hours and a half, during which he 
addressed the Speaker with, Yes, sir; No, sir; Then, sir; Now, sir, 
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5 times” In another issue, the same paper (the Canadian 
‘Preeman) refers to him as William Lie-on Mackenzie, the mounte- 
bank, “who begins to feel his consequence among small people 
and to swell, like the frog in the fable, with pomp and vanity: 
This emporium of political villainy, this squib seribbler, this 
heavy curse upon the public, little Mackenzie, has been raised 
from a prostrate baboon posture to assume the attitude of a map. 
‘The shameless fabrications of this lying knave, and his idle chat- 
tering this session, has cost the country as much as would mac. 
adamize most of the road from York to Newmarket! We tell 
the people of Upper Canada to beware of the designing, hypo- 

vitieal faction and all their tools. If not closely watched they 
1 yet overturn the liberties of the country.” 

‘The choice of Marshall Spring Bidwell as Speaker in 1835 was 
another occasion for an exhibition of extreme party feeling. The 
Solicitor-General denounced him as totally unfit to occupy that 
hhigh and dignified situation, ‘Thereupon Mr. Perry, says the 
‘Recorder, * got on his props and talked against time with a good 
deal of success, and succeeded in convincing the House of the ex- 
‘cellonce of his wind and the suppleness of his tongue.” 

Sir Francis Bond Head (the first purely civil Governor), 
arrived in Toronto while Parliament was in session in 1835. Con- 
trary to all precedent, he visited the Upper House at once, ealled 
the Assemblymen to the bar of the Couneil-room, and there 
addressed them, ‘The King had heard there were grievances to 
redress, he said, and he had been sent out to redress them. This 
raised the hopes of the Reformers, who looked upon the new 
representative as an ally and a friend. Returning to the Assem- 

bly, Dr. Duncombe, then member for Oxford, moved for a Com- 
mittee of Privilege to enquire as to whether it was the correct 
thing for the King’s representative to address them in the midst 
of Parliament, “That did the business,” said an eye-witness of 
the scene to me. “The Governor turned against the Reform see~ 
tion, being greatly annoyed by the motion, and that, was in fact 
the turning-point which led to the outbreak in 1837." 

The charge against Sir Francis Bond Head that he was guilty 
of directing unconstitutional means during the elections of 1836, 
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produced materials for a bitter fight in parliament and in the 
press. One journal says: “We have before us the report of the 
committee who were carefully selected to whitewash His Execl- 
leney Sir Francis Bond Head. We expected it would be plausi- 
ble though false, but it turns out to be false without the eumber- 
ous appendage of plausibility. It declares Sir Francis to be as 
pure as driven snow, and the House of Assembly and the Orange- 
men a leetle purer! Whatever effect the report may have on 
Downing-street, every man, woman, and child in Canada will 
pronounce it from beginning to end one living lie. The trail of 
the serpent is over it all.” No wonder Sir Francis, from his point 
of view, afterward wrote of Mackenzie as “a political mounte- 
bank,” who “spoke, stamped, foamed, wiped his seditious little 
mouth, and then spoke again,” and no wonder also that he 
writes, “On the 23rd of March (1838), at noon precisely I pro- 
ceeded to Parliament Buildings to attend the swearing-in of my 
suecessor, and as soon as this important ceremony was over, bow- 
ing in silence, first to him and then to his Executive Council, I 
descended the stairs and found myself alone in the pure, fresh air. 
It was altogether to me a moment of overwhelming enjoyment 
and I could not help fervently muttering to myself, ‘Thank God, 
Tam at last relieved !”” 

"The seventh report of the Grievance Committee—a formidable 
document, which was afterwards sent to the Home Government 
another bone of contention that produced not a little 
vituperation in the House debates. In 1836 a general election 
was held, the Reformers being left in a decided minority, Macken- 
zie and several of his co-workers suffering defeat. A new parlia~ 
ment assembled on the Sth of November, the Government 
strength being irresistible. During this session Dr. Rolph, who 
was a new addition to the Opposition, made the speech of his life 
in favor of selling the clergy reserves and applying the proceeds 
to.educational purposes; but his motion was defeated. The 
session terminated amid a scene of disorder, based on the 
project of uniting Upper and Lower Canada, A number took 
part in the debate amid frequent interruptions, when Dr. Rolph 
rose to speak to a question of order. Strongly worded appeals 
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re made to the Speaker, and hard words were freely hurled 
between the excited members. Confusion and disorder reigned, 
until the Speaker announced the arrival of the Lieutenant- 
Governor, ‘This put a stop to all further discussion, and in 
proroguing the parliament the Lieutenant-Governor congratulated 
the members on the harmony of the session | 

The visit of Lord Durham in 1888 was an important event of 
that day. He reached Toronto by boat, and thousands had 
gathered between the Front-street entrance of the Parliament 
Buildings and the bay to see and hear the Commissioner sent out 
by the Home Government, The vessel could be seen sailing 
around the Island, but instead of tuning through the western 
gap, it continued up the lake, to the wonder of the waiting throng. 
Returning at length, however, the boat entered the bay and 
landed its distinguished passenger, who proceeded to the Build- 
ings direct from the wharf. For nearly three hours the crowd 
had patiently waited, discussing the cause of the delay. Tt was 
some time after that rumor attributed the strange conduct of the 
Captain and the Commissioner to the fact that My Lord was in 
the act of preparing an elaborate toilet when the city w: 
reached, and the captain was ordered to cruise around for an 
hour or two until the important operation could be completed ! 
Entering the Legislative Council-room, he there addressed the 
members of both Houses, and afterwards delivered a speech to 
the outside throng from the stone steps of the main entrance. 

‘The sessions of 1849-51 were also alive with stormy scenes 
among the political warriors of those days, Lord Elgin was 
Governor-General at the time, and although an unassuming, 
plain old gentleman, being often seen to walk arm-in-arm with 
his wife in the good, old-fashioned way, yet he never failed to 
uphold the dignity of his high office when opening or proroguing 
the House, On such oceasions a gaily caparisoned four-in-hand 
drew the Vice-Regal coach, while a full complement of postilions 
attended to wait on His Lordship. When he made his first ap- 
pearance in Toronto a few hisses were heard amid the cheers, 
the burning of the Parliament Buildings in Montreal being still a 
disturbing question, but publie feeling was soon allayed. 
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‘The session of 1850 witnessed a series of keen debates on the 
old-time questions of the clergy reserves, the rebellion losses bill 
and seignorial tenures. Rancor, virulence and acrimony charae- 
terized the speoches. Col. Prinee moved an amendment. (which 
was voted down) censuring the executive for dismissing from 
office some of the signers of the annexation manifesto. Papineau, 
Sir Allan MacNab and other leading members indulged in per- 
sonalities that caused most unseemly exhibitions of temper, 
accompanied with shaking of fists and dire threats. This lasted 
for three months, but that there was a great deal of legislative 
work performed, despite the acrimonious speech-making, is shown 
by the fact that nearly 250 bills were introduced in the two 
houses, of which 145 received the royal assent; 739 petitions 
were also presented and 84 select committees appointed, which 
made 106 reports 

‘The Journals of 1851 contain one of the earliest suggestions of 
Confederation, Mx, Merritt moving that “an address be sent to the 
Queen to consider the project of a general confederation of all 
the British North American provinees,” but it only secured 











seven votes. 

William Lyon Mackenzie reappeared in Parliament during 
this session. His return from exile produced a commotion, three 
suceessive attempts being made on his life at the hands of mobs, 
which were only quelled by the calling out of the troops, but 
these were the last public displays against him. He continued 
to occupy a seat in the House for seven years, and finally ended 
his exciting and eccentric life on the 28th of August, 1861. 

‘The Parliament of 1856-59 witnessed almost as many acri- 
monious debates as the sessions leading up to the troubles of 
1837-38, ‘The most memorable, perhaps, was the attack of John 
A. Macdonald, then Attorney-General, on George Brown, accusing 
him of falsifying testimony and suborning witnesses in connection 
with an old investigation regarding the Kingston Penitentiary. 
‘The member for Kingston is described as having electrified the 
House with his tirade, “causing even the least scrupulous of 
parliamentary sharp-shooters to stand aghast.” The excitement 
‘became general and rose to white heat. The very atmosphere 




































































































64 





Ontario's Parliament Buildings. 


of the assembly seemed to be charged with electricity, and the 
Speaker twice called the offenders to order. 

After the attack, which was a most bitter one, the accused 
member arose, “shivering with rage,” and repelled the charge 
with a torrent of fieree words. As an outcome a special com: 
mittee, whose sittings lasted the greater part of the session, went 
thoroughly into the Attorney-General’s charges, which were 
proved to be unfounded. ‘The personal hostility between the 
two leaders arising out of this combat never fully died out. 

‘This was almost equalled during the same session by a scene 
between John A. and Colonel Rankin on a motion regarding the 
seat of Government, which nearly resulted in a personal collision. 
Mr. Macdonald had commenced the trouble by a very warm per- 
sonal attack on Rankin, the latter replying that his assailant was 
“a man totally lost to all sense of honor.” In those days, duel- 
ling was just dying out, but the spirit of it so far lived that it 
was supposed the episode would lead to a personal encounter; in 
fact the Speaker, fearing such a result, threatened to place the 
warring members under the custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms 
until their trouble should blow over, So far as the public has 
hitherto known, nothing passed between the principals, but I 
have reason to believe that some correspondence did pass be- 
tween them, having a settlement of their difficulty by the old- 
time code in view, but it all ended in correspondence. 

During all these sternly contested discussions and debates, Cab- 
inet dissensions were frequent, Sir Allan MacNab finally resign- 
ing. Two days after his resignation he was carried into the 
House, swathed in flannel, by two servants. A touching spectacle 
followed, when the old parliamentarian, addressing the House, 
but remaining seated in his chair, said, with emotion, that he 
had been a member of the House for twenty-six years, and that 
he had certain statements to make to his Ministers, “If I am 
supported by their voice, I shall feel that I am right; if con- 
demned, I am ready to retire into private life, and, perhaps, I 
am now fitted for little else” Bent with age, and “broken 
with the storms of state,” the end of his public life had come, the 
survival of the fittest, in his displacement by a younger man, 
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once again being demonstrated. He remained a member for six 
years thereafter. 

The Tache-Macdonald administration was then formed, the 
MacNab ministry having been defeated on the Corrigan murder 
trial vote. The great debate of the session was that as to the 
seat of Government, which lasted for several days; at one time 
the flood of oratory continuing for thirty-two conscontive hours 
No wonder the occupants of the reporters’ gallery of that time 
refer to the hard work they were called upon to perform. What 
would they have said, however, to one day's record of 106 
speeches during the session of 1826? 

George Brown, “who revelled in public tumult as the petrel 
does in the storm,” produced a hot debate by reading a motion 
on the 27th April, 1857, declaring for representation by popu- 
lation. 

The next exciting event was the “double shufile,” of 1858, 
which was ushered in as well as out of existence by unusually 
bitter displays of party feeling. ‘The want of confidence motion 
in the Brown-Dorion Administration was fiercely debated till 
midnight, when the two-days-old Cabinet was defeated. This 
memorable session lasted for five months, the speech-making 
being extraordinary at least for length and quantity. Even in 
the Legislative Council, twenty-five out of twenty-eight mem- 
bers spoke on one subject. The question of protection to home 
industries first came up at this session. 

During one of the long debates of this period, when a great 
deal of speaking against time was indulged in, Mr. MeKellar 
addressed the House in Gwlic for a goodly stretch,—a change 
from Anglo-Saxon that was no doubt agreeable under the eir- 
cumstances. 

On another oceasion Mr, Brown and Mr, Cayley, the then In- 
spector-Ceneral, had an oratorieal bout which ended by the 
throwing of inkstands at each other's heads, though no record 
can be traced of the result ! 

Powell's attack on George Brown, when he referred to the fi- 
naneial difficulties of Mr. Brown's father, produeed a painful im- 
pression in the House. Mr, Brown seemed to be overcome with 
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the attack, and leaned on his desk with his hands clasped over 
his head. His reply showed such a degree of emotion as to affect 
even his bitterest opponents. His vindication of his father was 
as manly as it was noble and filial, and revealed the speaker in a 
light differing from that exhibited in any ordinary debate. 
"Another noteworthy ineident is recorded in the same session of 





1858, D'Arcy McGee made a violent attack on Sir John Maedonald, 
but the latter appeared to be deeply engaged in stamping a pile of 
letters with sealing wax, and to be deaf to the fiery criticism of 
the Irish orator. The latter complained of the inattention of the 
leader of the Government, when Sir John retorted that he had 





heard every word, as the speaker would find to his sorrow. But 
no sooner had the speaker ceased than the two were hobnobbing 
over a cheery glass in the refreshment rooms 

‘A remarkable scene took place on another occasion when the 
Legislative Council had returned a bill to the Assembly with a 
particular clause left ont. One of the Assemblymen, indignant 
‘at the action of the Upper House, seized the document and, 
addressing the Speaker began : “Mr. Speaker, I do not want to 
insult you, sir, nor this honorable House, sir, but—.”_At this 
point the unoffending paper was incontinently kieked along the 
floor and through the doorway, while the whole House was in 
tremendous state of exeitement, ‘The records report that “after- 
wards the Council was made to swallow the whole bill,” and thus 
harmony was restored. 

Nowadays, at the close of a long and wearisome session, the 
younger members eelebrate the closing hours of the sescion by 
the throwing of paper pellets, blue books and even cushions, but 
during the Parliament of 1856-59 cushions and books were the 
weapons that were thrown, not in a spirit of fun, but as an out 
come of anger and passion 

Before the session of 1859 was commenced a general election 
had taken place when “the Cabinet of eleven lawyers and one 
auctioneer,” as George Brown said, was defeated. One of the 
important Acts passed was the imposition of a duty of twenty 
per cent. instead of fifteen per cent, on all commodities not speci- 
fieally enumerated. The question of moving to Quebee again 
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came up. ‘This course was decided upon, but in the face of strong 
opposition, When this session was prorogued, and the depart- 
ments and officials were removed to Quebec, the old buildings 
saw the last of the Parliament of the union, When next the 
booming of cannon was heard and the marching of a guard of 
honor seen, it was in connection with the opening of a new era— 
one of the fruits of confederation—the first session of the first 

Parliament of Ontario. 

Many an exciting debate has been heard since the first 
sion of the new Provincial Parliament in 1867, many a wordy 
battle has been fought, and many a speech of high quality and 
great power has been delivered. Probably no one event caused 
more excitement than the so-called Bribery Plot which was in- 
vestigated in 1884, when it was charged that certain members 
had been approached with a view to inducing them to forsake 
the Government benches and join the Opposition. 

‘The debates leading to the disputed boundary question and the 
various contests for the maintenance of provineial rights form 
some of the memorable scenes in the House during these last 
twenty years, 

Death has invaded its preeinets on more than one occasion, 
apart from those who passed away in the ordinary course of 
human events. On February 11th, 1881, Dr. Harkin, the mem- 
ber for Prescott, was seized with a paralytic stroke while the 
Speaker was reading the prayers, and died two hours afterward, 
while the sad event of the 25th March 1892 when Mr. H. E 
Clarke, one of the Conservative members for Toronto, dropped 
dead while addressing the House, will be fresh in the mind of the 
public. ‘The changing conditions of life are also evidenced by the 
fact that of the members and officers forming the Government 
and House of 1827-8, not one survives. 

‘The Openings and Prorogations of Parliament may well be 
included in the series of famous scenes. On such occasions, the 
Chamber was filled with the civie, military and governmental 
notables, adorned with all the regalia that their position per- 
mitted, who, together with the ladies of Government House, 
literally took possession of “ the floor of the House,” and gravely 
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welcomed the King’s or Queen's representative, who was escorted 
to the Parliament buildings hy a guard of honor, amid the 
booming of cannon, Thus was received in the old Chamber on 
Front-street, Sir John Colborne, Sir Francis Bond Head, Lord 
Durham, Lord Elgin, the Hon, John Crawford, the Hon. D. A. 
Macdonald, the Hon, John Beverly Robinson, and Sir Alexander 





Campbell. 
Mrs. Jamieson has deseribed the prorogation of the session 
of 1837 in her “Winter Studies” —“‘The prorogation took 


place yesterday at three o'clock. When we arrived in front 
of the government offices, the scene was very striking. The 
snow-expanse was all around, and between the shore of the 
frozen bay and the line of the building, the space was filled by 
sleighs of all shapes and sizes, and a crowd of some hundred peo- 
ple, in all manner of strange defences against the piercing frost, 
intermingled with military costumes, and a few Indians loung- 
ing by in their blanket coats and war-plumes, The hall of the 
Leyislative Council is certainly a spacious and lofty room, with a 
splendid throne, and the usual superfluity of gilding and varnish. 
+ * * The members of the House of Assembly, being sum- 
moned, appeared below the bar, and the Governor read his 
speech over with very distinet utterance and much quiet self- 
possession.” 

One of the papers of that time viewed the function through 
different spectacles, The editor chronicles the opening of the 
session of 1835 as follows: “His Excellency, the Lieutenant- 
Governor proceeded to-day in great state to the Parliament 
Buildings. A little after three o'clock he took his seat on a 
splendid chair at the foot of a gorgeous and expensive gewgaw 
called the ‘Throne, and the Commons being in attendance in 
obedience to his summons, he directed them to retire and elect 
a Speaker. His Address will be delivered to-morrow and will 
be called ‘The Speech.’ Nothing can well be conceived more 
vain, shadowy and unimportant than the whole of this ceremony. 
‘The Commons dutifully retired as they were ordered, and His 
Excellency returned home in the same Vice-Regal state in which 
he left, and thus the gaudy farce was concluded—as far as His 
Excellency was concerned !” 
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‘As another specimen of the journalistie methods of those stir- 
ring days, the above description was followed by a picturesque, 
jf not libellous, account of the keen debate that ensued over the 
appointment of Marshall Spring Bidwell as Speaker, Attorney- 
General Hagerman leading the Opposition to the nominee. The 
journal referred to, in reporting Hagerman's speech, deseribed 
him with 

One eye half clos’, half out his slav’ring tongue, 
His twisted nose from nature's part half wrung. 

“But we will not pursue the description lest it may be too 
flattering to his vanity 1” 

Truly the early western journalism could hardly improve upon 
the acidity and satire of the editor's quill of fifty years ago, or 
more, in our own Province. 




































































CHAPTER VIL 
THE REPORTERS’ GALLERY. 


HE freedom of the press,” so far as the right to report 
and publish and comment upon parliamentary pro- 
ceedings was concerned, was only obtained after the 
Upper Canada Parliament had existed for forty years 

or more, and after many a battle had been fought for the 

privilege. Indeed, the reporters’ gallery of to-day, with 
the freedom and seope given to its occupants, is one of the boons 
that was practically unknown in the days when a free expression 
of opinion or adverse criticism resulted in fines and imprison- 
ment. As early as 1812, the publishers of the York Gazette, John 

Cameron and Edward McBride, fell foul of some of the legislat- 
ors, one of whom moved that the offending seribes be brought to 
the bar of the House to answer to an alleged “indecent inser- 
tion,” which presumably reflected upon the mover, Allan MeLeun, 
the member for Frontenac. ‘Thus early did the confliet between 

i press and Parliament open, though in this particular case, the 

motion of the offended member was negatived. 

| Joseph Willcocks was, in addition to being a member of the 

i Legislature, the founder and editor of the Upper Canada Guar- 

| dian and Freeman's Journal, and in this latter capacity fre- 

quently came in conflict with the House to such an extent that 
fines and imprisonment were inflicted upon him, and he was at 
length compelled to stop the publication of his journal. He is 

H entered in the Journals of 1814 as one of the deserters to the 

| American army, and was afterwards killed at the siege of Fort 

| 
| 

\ 

| 





Erie. ‘The fact that Lieutenant-Governor Gore referred to him 
as “that execrable monster who would deluge the Province with 
70 
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blood,” is sufficient evidence that Willcocks was strongly antago- 
nistic to the Government of that day. 

‘The Journals of the House during the ‘twenties contain fre- 
quent allusions to the subject of permitting reporters to attend 
the sessions, as well as to whether an official reporter should be 
appointed. Resolutions favoring these innovations were fre- 
quently made only to be defeated by the wise parliamentarians 
who probably viewed the proposals with no little alarm. During 
the session of{1821, £75 was appropriated to defray the expenses 
of reporting the debates of the House. Eleven members objected 
to this, but twenty-one voted for it. 

‘The two journalists who came most frequently into conflict 
with the Executive and the Assembly, were undoubtedly Francis 
Collins and William Lyon Mackenzie, ‘The former waged a 
warfare from 1821, when, as a reporter for the Upper Canada 
Gazette (published by the King’s Printer, Dr. Horne), he offended 
the Government with his reports, till 1834, when the cholera 
included him as one of its victims, his paper, the Freeman, 
ceasing to exist at the same time, During the score of years that 
intervened, sharp reprimands, apologies and libel suits were 
but preliminary to imprisonment. One sentence, in 1828, 
included a fine of £50, imprisonment for a year, and security for 
good behavior for three years after his liberation, and to stand 
committed until all these conditions should be complied with. 
He remained in gaol for several months, during which time the 
fine was paid by public subseription, His case was made the 
subject of parliamentary enquiry in 1829, and at last freedom 
came, but not until his spirit was broken and his fortune 
wreeked. His sentence was no less severe than that imposed 
upon Bartemus Ferguson, the publisher of the Niagara Spectator, 
who, in 1817, because a letter written by Robert Gourlay had 
been inserted in his paper, but during his absence and without 
his knowledge, was sentenced to pay a fine of £50, to be impri- 
soned for eighteen months, and that in the course of the first 
month of his imprisonment “he do stand in the public pillory 
one hour; and finally, that he give security for his good 
behavior for seven years after the expiration of his term of 
incarceration. 
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‘The practice of voting grants to certain editors or reporters 
led, asa matter of course, to charges of favoritism against the 
Government by the Opposition organs, nevertheless this method 
prevailed for some years after the right of reporting at all was 
debated and fought to a successful issue. Thus grouping the 
sessions of 1832, 1833 and 1834, the following payments were 
made by the House: George Gurnett (editor of the Courier). 
£325; J. Carey (of the Observer), £100; Francis Collins (editor 
of the Freeman), £150; 8. 8. Junkins (reporter on the Chris- 
tian Guardian), £250 ; J. King (of the Correspondent), £50, and 
M. Walton (of the Counier and Patriot), £100. Dr. O'Grady, 
editor of the Correspondent, in 1834, strongly objected to the al 
leged favoritism shown, and, after a special committee had inves 
gated the matter, received a grant of £75. The redoubtable edi- 
tor of the Colonial Advocate, William Lyon Mackenzie, declined 
to present his account to the special committee for the three 
years méntioned. “ Having been greatly injured by that House 
(1834),” he says, “ and put to much trouble and expense by its un- 
just proceedings towards me and towards the constituency I 
represent, and having also been subject to along series of ungen- 
erous misrepresentations through the press it upheld by votes of 
the public money, I thought it would be the right course to de- 
cline the application to put in a bill, I believed it probable that the 
people at the then ensuing elections would elect representatives 
that would not forget to do justice to any equitable claim I might 
have upon the justice of the country.” ‘The same House of 1834 
voted him £225 for publishing the proceedings of the Assembly 
during the three years previous. 

By the time the then new buildings were occupied in 1831-2, 
the advocates of a reporting system were successful in having 
Franeis Collins, John Carey and George Gurnett appointed “to 
report the Debates and Votes of this House; that they shall re- 
port on successive days ; that each reporter shalll leave a fair copy 
of his report with the Clerk on the ensuing morning after each 
Debate, to which all proprietors of newspapers shall have access.” 
Gurnett was paid £150, and Collins and Carey £100 each for 
their services, and the Sergeant-at-Arms was even directed “to 
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get a place constructed for the convenience of such persons as 
may be pleased to attend this House and report its proceedings,” 

The importanee the two reporters’ galleries played during the 
parliamentary life of the old buildings must not be overlooked, 
for while many public men developed their name and fame as 
members below, many another reached publicity and success via 
the two little overhanging galleries that flanked the Speaker's 
throne. The late Hon. Thomas White was a member of the gal- 
lery at one time, when he was known as “Curly-headed Tom,” of 
the Peterboro’ Review. Colonel Chamberlin, late Queen's printer 
of the Dominion, and at that time part proprietor of the Montreal 
Gazette, along with Mr. Lowe, the present Dominion Deputy 
Minister of Agriculture, were also among the number, Dr. Kings- 
ford, the well-known Canadian historian, occasionally listened to 
the debates from the reporters’ gallery, having a right of entry 
by being a contributor to the editorial columns of both the 
Leader and the Colonist. 

Mr. Willian Buckingham, the joint author of the recently 
published Life of Alexander Mackenzie, eame to Canada in the 
fever of the agitation, in 1857, for the prineiple of representation 
by population, and immediately joined the staff of the Globe as 
shorthand writer. After following George Brown on the hust- 
ings, he took his place in the gallery on the opening of the new 
Parliament, where the staff of the paper was strengthened for the 
renewal of the conflict ; in fact, the gallery probably never con- 
tained such a strong foree as during the sessions of the Sixth 
Union Parliament. “Mr, Edwards, who afterwards removed to 
Washington and there died, was the regular hand with Mr. 
Buckingham at that time on the Globe. ‘They were afterwards 
associated with each other in Quebee in reporting officially the 
Confederation debates, regarded at the time as a great feat in 
the “winged ar” Mr, Hareourt, a facile writer, who had only 
recently come from England, and who soon returned thither, 
also took his turn with the Globe's regular staff when they 
were rushed. Mr. Penny, afterwards Senator, one of the pro- 
prietors of the Montreal Herald, who had engaged to give 
about half his time to the Globe, practically completed the Par- 
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liamentary staff. Mr. W. H. Orr, then of the Oshawa Vindica- 
tor, now of Toronto, joined the staff later. Mr. Penny, while a 
very fair shorthand writer, was one of the bestmen of his day at 
Jonghand to take down, in good newspaper form, the substance of 
a debate as it proceeded, being an able man and having an inti- 
mate knowledge of the topies of the day. His partner, Mr. 
Kinnear, also had a seat in the gallery—at the far end—and at- 
tended with great regularity. Mr. Gordon Brown, now of Osgoode 
Hall, was also on duty afternoon and night for the better part 
of the time when the long and interesting debates on the “ Rights 
of Upper Canada” were in progress. 

The lnte Josiah Blackburn, of the London Free Press, was 
among the reporters on the Liberal side. ‘The Leader and the 
Colonist were the chief papers represented in the then Ministerial 
side of the gallery (which was to the left of the Speaker), the 
prineipal shorthand writers being Mr, Greig and Mr. Charles 
Belford, both deceased, and William Coldwell, who was, in addi- 
tion, a House reporter. Taking his press, type and outfit hy ox- 
team across the prairie from St. Paul to Winnipeg (then Fort 
Garry), Coldwell afterward became the pioneer of the press in 
the North-west, in conjunction with Mr, Buckingham. Charles 
Lindsay, one of the registrars for Toronto, was a frequent 
visitor, as was George Sheppard, the editor of the Colonist. ‘The 
latter, after the writing of the famous article in the Colonist 
headed, “Whither are we drifting?” joined for a time the 
editorial staff of the Globe. Thus with George Brown, Gordon 
Brown, the Hon, Wm. McDougall, and George Sheppard, the 
Liberal organ had a foree of strong and able men, Mr. Sheppard 
was afterwards connected with the Hamilton Times and the New 
York Times. He went from the New York Times to London, 
England, and has resided there almost ever since. He lately 
came over again to America, but has retired from active journal- 
ism. Another oceasional visitor was Mr. Huntington, before he 
beeame a member of the House and an “Honorable.” He was 
then writing for an eastern townships paper. 

The trials of contested elections by committees, and the tr 
ference of them at times to the floor of the House, with the 
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examination of witnesses at the bar, greatly protracted the busi- 
ness of Parliament, but were a relief to the reporters, as one 
member of the staff was quite able to follow the questions and 
answers ; every question being in writing, and the answers being 
taken down in writing by Mr. Lindsay, who was clerk of the 
House. 

The Legislative Council was reported by Mr, Le Sueur, at that 
time Superintendent of the Money Order branch of the Fost 
Office Department, who was a good reporter in Jonghand, and a 
seholarly man, possessing an excellent knowledge of French as 
well as English, 

Mr. A. M. Burgess, of the Department of the Interior, Ottawa, 
was a shorthand writer on the Globe at one time, and was after. 
ward an official reporter of the Parliament debates 

‘There was a good deal of transcribing of speeches in the Lower 
House, as the Globe requi y speeches of great length in 
extenso, but the accommodation in the shape of the retiring 
-ooms for the reporters was simply wretched, and this was com. 
stantly being encroached upon, ‘The day and night work during 
the long sessions in Toronto of 1858 and 1859 was, something 
awful, an old newspaper man writes me. 

The occupants of the gallery since Confederation include 
nearly all of the leading newspaper men of Toronto, and indeed 
of the Dominion—such as William Inglis (now assistant librarian 
of the Legislative library), A. H. Dymond, principal of the Insti- 
tute for the Blind at Brantford, N, F. Davin, M.P,, William Hous. 
ton, W. F. MeLean, M.P., R. W. Phipps, C.D. Barr, lato of the 
Lindsay Post, James Innes, M.P,, now of the Guelph Mercury, 
J. I. Hawke, of the Moneton, N. B. Transoript, J.B, McCready, 

editor of the St. John Zelegraph, Molyneux St. John, at present 
connected with the Canadian Pacific Railway, C, W. Bunting, 
jority of 
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managing editor of the Toronto Muil, as well as a ms 
the present Hansard staff. It would be invidious as well as dif- 
ficult to include all the names. 

In many senses the reporters’ gallery has been a t 
school for the successful journalists of to-day. Certain it 
the press galleries, 
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a 
past sixty years, have played a not unimportant part in bringing 
about the reforms that emanated from the legislators below them. 
‘A great advance upon the old quarters in the Front-street 
building is seen in the new building, where a deep gallery, run- 
ning across the southern end of the chamber, has been set apart 
for the use of the press, in addition to two adjoining rooms. 
In eoneluding this brief chapter it may be well to insert the 
names of those who compose the staff first using the new gallery 
Empire—H. Burrows, W. H. Dickson, P. F. Cronin and C. T. 
Long. 
Globe-—J. Kelso, George Simpson, J. E. Atkinson 8. T. Wood. . 
‘Mail.—Alex. Fraser, J. A. Currie, Alex. Smith, J. Jackson. 
World.—W. Wilkinson. 
‘Telegram.—John Robinson, Roden Kings 
‘News.—A. M. Burns, Charles Ryan 
‘Star —Thomas Gregg, J. Hamilton. 















































Hon, G, A. Kirkpatriok, Lieutenant.Governor of Ontario, 1898. 















CHAPTER VIII. 


THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNORS AND THEIR HOMES, 


A HE biographies of the seven men who oeeupied the 
A\\ Lieutenant-Governorship from 1792 to 1841—Simeoe, 
i) Hunter, Gore, Maitland, Colborne, Bond Head and 
Fe I Arthur—when read together, give a key-note to the 
53D “ideas and poliey of the English Government regarding their 
YS" North American colony, and emphasize a fact that perhaps 
needs no emphasis, viz,, that it is difficult for an executive in an 
old land, with long-established eustoms and precedents, to legis- 
late intelligently for, or control in the wisest manner, an adjunct 
of the British Empire three thousand miles distant. The prae- 
tice of rewarding men who had acquired fame in connection with 
the army, by appointing them to the Lientenant Governorship of 
Upper Canada did not conduee to the best results for the new 
provinee, As a rule, the soldier-governor was not only out of 
touch with the citizen-settler, but the attempt of the former to 
set up a sort of court did much to create a gulf between the 
governors and the governed. 

That there were exceptions to this general statement is also 
true, especially in the case of Simeoe, who, while he maintained 
a certain old-world dignity in connection with his high office, 
proved himself to be a wise statesman and a high-minded admin- 
istrator, ever zealous for the inauguration of new conditions and 
the development of the provinee. It is difficult to realize the 
amount of work he crowded into the six years he held office here, 
and the record of his labors in Upper Canada, as ably detailed 
by his biographer, Mr. D. B. Read, confirms the encomium of the 
latter that Simcoe ranked high as a citizen, soldier and admin- 
istrator. 
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Passing over any further reference to the administrators 
and presidents than is contained in preceding chapters, a few 
additional paragraphs may be given regarding the Lieutenant 
Governors and their official residences. ‘The Lieutenant-Gov 
nor following Simeoe was Peter Hunter, who was in addition 
Commander-in-Chief for the province, and who peregrinated 
between York and Quebec. While oceupying Government House 
in York, he exereised an authority in contrast to that of Presi- 
dent Russell, inasmuch as the conduct of public affairs was much 
more satisfactory in the issuing of long-delayed patents, and in 
other ways. Governor Hunter's administration was highly 
successful, and his qualities of resoluteness and justice as marked 
as his unswerving integrity, and we ean well believe the state- 
ment that “in the course of a few years he brought the infant 
colony to an unparalleled state of prosperity.” 

Upon the death of Governor Hunter, Francis Gore was sent 
from England to succeed him, and during his long though inter- 
rupted term of office, he proved the unwisdom of the home 
Government in its choice of aruler. With him might was often 
right, and, with his official power, the former triumphed over the 
latter. During his first term of six years he came in sharp con 
flict with many of the inhabitants, and, viewed in the light of 
history, acted an unwise part in his seeming persecution of those 
who opposed his opinions or his rule. The result was an anta- 
gonism between him and the public that largely militated 
against the good he might have done, and that did much to 
inaugurate the schism between the public and “the family com- 
pact,’ that afterward developed into an incipient revolution. 
Gore is deseribed as the type of a country squire of a former 
day, looking good-humored, and shrewd, sturdy and self-willed, 
and fond of good cheer. His self-will rather than his good 
humor was illustrated on the occasion when he carried out his 
threat to “dismiss the rascals,” the rascals being no less than the 
members of the legislature who had dared to vote adversely to 
his opinions. An entry in the Journals reads: “On Monday, 
7th April, at eleven o'clock a.m., before the minutes of the former 
day were read and without any previous notice, the Commons, to 
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the great surprise of all the members, were summoned to the bar 
of the Legislative Council, when His Excellency put an end to 
the Session,” upon the ground that their longer absence from 
their respective avocations would be too great a sacrifice! ‘The 
Squire-like Governor left York on leave of absence in 1811. 
returning in 1815 and remaining until 1818, when he returned 
again to England, 

In 1818, Sir Peregrine Maitland arrived on the scene and held 
office for a period of ten years, during which time the Family 
Compact flourished, and the struggle for responsible Government 
was carried on between the Governor and his executive on one 
hand, and the “fathers of reform” on the other. Maitland was, 
first of all, the military officer, a descendent of a noble family, 
with inherited military instincts. Dr. Seadding thus describes 
him from memory,! “Here (in St. James’ Church) with great 
regularity was to be seen passing to and from the place of honor 
assigned him, Sir Peregrine Maitland, a tall, grave officer, always 
in military undress, his countenance ever wearing a mingled 
expression of sadness and benevolence, like that which one may 


observe on the face of Charles the Tenth, whose portrait recalls 
the whole head and figure of this early Governor of Upper 
Canada.” 


Like Sir Francis Bond Head a few years later, Sir Peregrine 
found a troublesome and ever-annoying opponent in William 
Lyon Mackenzie, who attacked the Governor in the columns of 
the Colonial Advocate. Sir Peregrine, as one means of revenge, 
ordered the foundation stone of Brock’s monument to be opened, 
and the obnoxious sheet removed and destroyed. In his numer- 
ous conflicts with his opponents, the Governor would no doubt 
justify himself inthe arbitrary course he frequently took, and 
the vigorous, if unusual, methods he adopted. His government 
of the province called down upon him the strictures of the 
‘opponents of the Family Compact, while historians, such as Dent, 
sum up his work as “ten years of misrule.” He was probably 
ill-fitted, either by training or temperament, to adapt himself to 
the conditions and necessities of a new colony, and his transfer to 
Nova Scotia was a wise move on the part of the Home Govern- 
ment. 
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Sir John Colborne followed Sir Peregrine Maitland, and reign- 
ed for six years as the head of the province and the master of 
Elmsley House, Sir John was the counterpart of the Duke of 
Wellington in appearance, except that the former was the taller, 
being six feet one in height—a fine physical specimen of a man. 
One slight defect was noticeable in his otherwise symmetrical 
features, oceasioned by an injury to one of his eyes, received in 
battle. He was in every sense a soldier, in training, bearing and 
aptitude, being one of the most noted generals of the Peninsular 
War, while some historians attribute the winning of Waterloo to 
Sir John and his Fifty-Second Regiment. To be the general of 
“the greatest regiment known in arms since arms were first 
borne by men” was to him no doubt the fulfilment of a high am- 
bition, He was, too, a man of scholarly tastes, a great student of 
history, and an apt ling’ Mrs, Jamieson has written of him 
that his mind appeared to her to be cast in an antique mold of 
chivalrous honor, and that he was a man whom she always heard 
mentioned with great respect and veneration, Like his predeces- 
sor, he occupied the Governor's pew in St, James’ chureh—a cano- 
pied section, over which wassuspended a tablet bearing the royal 
arms. He always exhibited great simplicity of charaeter, and a 
dislike to ostentation. In every respect he made a model and 
able Governor, his administration of affairs in Upper Canada add- 
ing not a little to the high reputation he had won for himself. 
Probably no occupant of Government House had so many 
problems to face, or so many difficulties to meet, as Sir Francis 
Bond Head, who reached Toronto on the 23rd of Jani 1836, 
and who remained until 1838. From first to last his chief bete 
noir was William Lyon Mackenzie, regarding whom he uses the 
strongest terms the English language affords. “He is, without 
exception, the most notorious liar in all our country,” the Gov- 
ernor writes in his Narrative. “He lies out of every pore in his 
skin, Whether he be sleeping or waking, on foot or on horseback, 
talking with his neighbors or writing for a newspaper, a multi- 
tudinous swarm of lies, visible, palpable and tangible, are buzzing 
and settling about him like flies around a horse in August.” 
Similar expressions of contempt by the score figure in the Gov- 
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ernor’s pages, from “that insignificant pedlar-lad" to “ this low- 


bred, vulgar man.” He calls him in addition “an unprineipled 
vagrant, a grievanee-monger, a broken-down pedlar, an areh-agi- 
tator,” and in Mackenzie's grievance report of 553 pages, there 
existed, in the expressed opinion of the knight of Government 
House, more than three times as many gross falsehoods as pages ! 
‘The Narrative (of nearly 500 pages) is intended by Sir Francis as 
a vindication of the course he pursued during the troublous times 
of 1836-8; or, in his words, “the most violent, and certainly the 
most eventful, moral struggle that has ever taken place in our 
North American colonies.” By June of 1836 he had tendered his 
resignation to Lord Glenelg, though the change in the complexion 
of parties, resulting from the election of 1836, when the “consti- 
tutionists” were forty-five in number, and the “republicans” 
seventeen, raised his spirits and his hopes of a speedy settlement 
of the difficulties that surrounded him, But the threatened 
troubles came toa head in the following year, reference to which 
has already been made in Chapter VI. 

Francis was known to be the best horseman in England, 
and it is not to be wondered at, therefore, that he traversed the 
greater part of the province on horsebaek, and when in ‘Toronto 
took for a daily constitutional a canter or trot around the Hum- 
ber Plains, as the route was called, that is, crossing the Humber 
near the lake, and returning via Lambton Mills, a distance of ten 
or twelve miles, It also follows that his stables contained the 
best animals that could be obtained. 

Sir Francis was a distinguished engineer as well. He was, in 
fact, first brought to public notice by blowing up a lot of houses 
in Edinburgh to prevent the spreading of a fire, it being the 
first time such a feat of engineering, if it may be so termed, was 

He afterwards added to his fame by crossing the 


mines, 

The arrival of a newly-appointed Licutenant-Governor was 
always the occasion for a felicitous address, and Sir Francis was 
no exception to the rule, In the “Emigrant” he gives an inter- 
esting account of a presentation of an address to him by the 
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House of Assembly in the old Chamber: “Within a week after 
my arrival at Toronto,” he writes, “Ihad to receive an addres 
from the Speaker and Commons’ House of Assembly; and on en- 
quiring in what manner I was to perform the part in the cere- 
mony allotted to me, I was informed that I was to sit very still 
on a large scarlet chair, with my hat on. The first half was evi- 
dently an easy job; but the latter was really revolting to my 
habits and feelings, and as I thought I ought to try and govern 
by my head and not by my hat,I felt convineed that the former 
would risk nothing by being for a few minutes divorced from the 
latter, and accordingly I determined with white gloves to hold the 
thing in my hands. T happened to mention my intention to an 
Upper Canadian, and never shall I forget the look of silent seorn 
with which he listened to me. I really quite quailed beneath the re- 
Proof, which, without the utteranee of a word, and after scanning 
me from head to foot, his mild, intelligent, faithful countenance 
read to me, and which but too clearly expressed— What! to 
purchase five minutes’ loathsome popularity, will you barter one 
of the few remaining prerogatives of the British Crown? Will 
you, for the vain hope of conciliating insatiable democracy, mean- 
ly sell to it one of the distinetions of your station? Miserable 
man ! beware, before it is too late, of surrendering piecemeal that 
which it is your duty to maintain, and for which, after all, you 
will only receive in exchange contumely and contempt. I re- 
mained for a few seconds as mute as my Canadian mentor, and 
then, without taking any notice of the look with which he had 
been chastising me, I spoke to him on some other subjects, but I 

did not forget the picture I had 


























n, and accordingly my hat 
was tight enough on my head when the Speaker bowed to it,and 
I shall ever feel indebted to that man for the sound political les- 
son he taught me.” 

Sir Francis’ 





rm of office came to an end, as has been said, 
in 1838, when his resignation was accepted, after Lord Durham 
had made his report, iti which the Governor was more or less re- 
flected upon. ‘The latter took occasion in his works to defend 
himself, and, in turn, to animadvert upon Lord Durham's meth- 
ods of examining into the state of the country, and of the con- 
clusions he arrived at. 



































oe 














































































a), 1 





2 
z 
E 








‘The Lieutenant-Governors wnd their Homes. 83 


His Excelleney’s suecessor was Sir George Arthur, who was 
the last Lieutenant-Governor to occupy Government House he- 
fore the Union Act of 1841 came into force, ‘The new Governor 
had the fate of the convieted insurgents largely in his hands, and 
his previous experience of governing in British Honduras and 
Van Dieman’s Land had not tended to fill him with overmuch 
charity towards transgressors of the law, though in his first public 
address he said that magnanimity rather than harshness and 
severity would be his policy. Despite this, the law was allowed 
to take its course, and Lount and Matthews were executed, while 
others were sentenced to imprisonment or transportation 

With the union of the two provinces Sir George Arthur's 
duties came to an end, and for nine years, and until Lord Elgin 
came as Governor-General of the united provinees, Government 
House had no official occupants. Sir Edmund Head followed 
Elgin as Governor-General in 1855-59. When Confederation 
was accomplished, the present Government House was erected 
upon the site of Elmsley House, with Major-General Stisted as 
the first occupant, in 1867, followed by Sir W. P. Howland in 
1868, Hon. John Crawford in 1873, Hon, D, A. Macdonald in 
1877, Hon. John Beverley Robinson in 1881, Sir Alexander 
Campbell in 1888, and Hon. George A. Kirkpatrick in 1892. 

The homes of the Lieutenant-Governors, presidents and ad- 
ministrators appointed to rule over the destinies of Ontario dur- 
ing the century are worthy of a reference. Navy Hall, at New. 
ark, has the honor of being the first Upper Canadian official re 
dence, where Simeoe resided. ‘The first Government House in 
York was the canvas tent erected by Governor Simeoe when he 
first visited York, and which he occupied temporarily until his 
residence was built on the banks of the Don, known as Castle 
Frank. Among the first permanent buildings constructed was 
a Government House in close proximity to the powder magazine 
and French fort at the western end of the embryo town, while 
the parliament buildings stood at the extreme eastern end. The 
Governor's residence met a similar fate to the legislative halls 
when the Americans invaded the town—not by fire only, how- 
ever, but the explosion of the powder magazine effectually shat- 
















































84 Ontario's Parliament Buildings. 


tered and riddled Government House and its surrounding one- 
story structures, but its inmates having eseaped in good time no 
loss of life occurred, such as happened at the powder magazine. 

Following Simeoe, Russell, Hunter, Grant and Brock presided 
in this pioneer Government Honse, until its fall as above described, 

Afterward, the frame residence of Chief Justice Elmsley, situ. 
ated at the south-west corner of King and Simeoe-streets, and 
known as Elmsley House, was purehased and converted into a 
Government House. Between 1813 and the union of 1841 this 
building was used as an official residence by five Lieutenant- 
Governors, Sir Francis Gore, Sir Peregrine Maitland, Sir John 
Colborne, Sir Francis Bond Head and Sir George Arthur. Tt 
was last used by Sir Edmund Head in 1854, when the peregrin- 
ating parliament met in the Front-street buildings. Before its 
destruction by fire, Elmsley House was bricked in, and thus 
greatly improved in appearance. 

Another official residence for a time was Elmsley Villa, which 
stood near where the Central Presbyterian chureh now stands, on 
Gloucester-street. Lord Elgin occupied it in 1844-5, upon his ar- 
rival in Toronto after the burning of the parliament buildings in 
Montreal, which necessitated the meeting of the parliament in 
Toronto. Elmsley Villa was built by Captain Macaulay, and 
after Lord Elgin left Toronto it was used by Knox College. 

Beverley House is associated with the name of Poulet 
Thomson, afterward Lord Sydenham, who was given the title of 
Baron Sydenham, of Sydenham, in Kent and Toronto, in Canada, 
and who resided in it in 1839-40. ‘This residence still stands on 
the north-east corner of John and Richmond-streets. One care- 
ful historian has recorded the fact that the Governor-General 
brought about the union of 1840 because he had built a large 
kitchen at the rear of the residence and desired to remain in 
Toronto to enjoy it. He died in 1841, at the early age of 42, 
from the injuries received by falling from a horse just on the eve 
of his intended return to England. Beverley House was evidently 
a social centre during Lord Sydenham’s régime, with his three 
company dinners a week and a weekly reception. 

The Government House of to-day was built in 1867, on the 
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completion of Confederation, by the Sandfield Macdonald Govern- 
ment, at a cost of $100,000, the Hon, John Carling being the 
Commissioner of Public Works, and the late John Elliott, of 
Brantford, the contractor. 

The memories of many interesting incidents cluster around 
these vice-regal mansions, especially in conneetion with the social 
and military life of those early days when, as now, the hospitality 
was unbounded, and the scenes of gaiety are still held in special 
remembranee by those who live to tell of them. ‘They were often, 
too, the meeting place of the Executive Council and, on rare oc- 
casions, of the Legislative Council, when the troubles of 1837 
were developing, and secret and emergency meetings of both the 
Executive and the Couneil were held to consider the unwonted 
situation 

Military scenes also played a prominent part within the walls 
not only when military balls were given, but on occasions such 
as when Sir Peregrine Maitland presented a stand of colors to 
the West York Militia on the anniversary of St. George, amid a 
royal salute and the cheers of the onlookers, or Sir Francis Bond 
Head had a flag-raising soon after his arrival. 
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LIST OF THE GOVERNORS-GENERAL OF CANADA, 
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CHAPTER IX. 
THE “PRIVILEGES” OF THE HOUSE, 


VER since the day the first parliament was evolved 
from the rude conditions of feudalism, the members 
thereof have observed a stern jealousy of their 
“privileges,” as they have been termed—a jealousy 
so stern and implacable, in fact, as to cause many an 

offending commoner and citizen to lament his attempt to 

infringe upon them or to dispute their right of existence. 

‘The parliamentarians of our own Upper Canadian Legislature 
were no less watchful of these sacred and vested rights. Before 
the second session of the first Parliament had been prorogued in 

1798, Sheriff Sheehan, of the Niagara Distriet, was made a sub- 

ject of censure by the House for having served a writ of capias 

upon a member “contrary to his privilege,” and the offending 
officer was only excused from having to appear at the bar of the 

House, to be further dealt with, from a conviction that want of 

reflection, and not contempt, had made him guilty of such a 

marked infringement upon the aforesaid « pri 
‘The Sheriff of the Home District and his deputy had a nar- 

row eseape from perpetrating a similar error in 1812, when, at 
the instance of William Warren Baldwin, a barrister, they were 
asked to serve a writ of capias on Alexander McDonell, the 
member for Glengarry, and also the Speaker, ‘Thereupon all con- 
nected with the “outrage” were summoned before Parliament 

Baldwin audaciously insisted that a member of the House was 

not entitled to the privilege of non-arrest, as it was a House of 

Assembly only, and not a House of Parliament. John Small, 

Clerk of the Crown, who administered the oath (taken by a Mr 

Jordan), pleaded ignorance of his error and prayed for pardon, 
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but dismissal was the penalty meted out to him. Baldwin, it 
seems, eame under the direct control of the Legislative Council 
‘as Master in Chancery, and forfeiture of his office was his share 
of the penalties, but after a few days Baldwin was restored to 
office at the request of the Assembly, the members feeling, no 
doubt, that he had had a salutary lesson. 

If the members of the two Houses held strong opinions regard- 
ing their privileges, the Governors of the province were no less 
emphatic as to their exclusive rights. Simcoe, for instance, was 
in a constant state of conflict with Lord Dorchester, who was 
stationed at Quebec as the Commander of the North American 
forces. They not only differed as to the best means of serving 
the public interests, but Simeoe petulantly declared that “he 
understood neither His Lordship’s military or eivil views in re- 
spect to Upper Canada,” and asked the Home Government to 
give him leave to act direct and independent of the Commander- 
in-Chief; but this request was refused, while many of Simeoe's 
ambitious and progressive schemes for the betterment of the 
province were either ignored or decided against. Writing direct 
to Dorchester, the incensed Governor of Navy Hall tells him 
that had he, Simeoe, known that all his views as to the publie 
service were held to be erroneous and to be checked, he could not 
have held office: and these differences of opinion only ended 
when Simeoe left Upper Canada for another sphere of labor. 

‘The House of 1806 had a complaint that the first and most 
constitutional privilege of the Commons had been violated in the 
application of moneys out of the Provincial Treasury to various 
purposes without the assent of Parliament, or a vote of the Con 
mons House of Assembly. The latter memorialized the Lieutenant- 
Governor as follows: “To comment on this departure from con- 
stituted authority and fiscal establishment must be more than 
painful to all who appreciate the advantages of our happy Con- 
stitution, and who wish their continuance to the latest post 
but however studious we may be to abstain from stricture we 
cannot suppress the mixed emotions of relative condition ; we feel 
it as the representatives of a free people, we lament it as the 
subjects of a beneficent Sovereign, and we hope that you, in your 
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relation to both, will more than sympathize in so extraordinary 
an occurrence. We beg leave to annex hereto a schedule of the 
moneys so misapplied, amounting to six hundred and thirteen 
pounds, thirteen shillings and sevenpence, and trust that you 
will not only order that sum to be replaced in the Provincial 
Treasury, but will also direct that no moneys be issued thereout 
in future without the assent of Parliament, or a vote of the 
Commons House of Assembly. 

The absence of members without sufficient reason from their 
parliamentary duties was looked upon by those in attendance 
with a disapprobation as marked as that manifested when a 
flagrant breach of privilege occurred or was suspected. More 
than half of the members of the first parliament of 1792 failed 
to respond to the summons to appear in Newark on the 17th of 
September of that year, but no special notice was taken of absen- 
tees until the next session, when Christopher Robinson, Timothy 
Thompson, Richard Wilkinson, John MeDonell, Thomas Smith, 
‘Thomas McKee and Mr. Hardison were severally named three 
times in suecession without any of them appearing. The time 
had come to deal with a matter so serious, Robinson, Hardison 
and MeDonell were, upon motion, excused on the ground of ill 
ness, but as to the others, the House went into committee of the 
whole to adopt proper measures for compelling their attendance. 

For many sessions thereafter the House felt itself called upon 
to deal with representatives who did not attend to their public 
duties, and investigations into the cause of non-appearance were 
frequently held. A new method of bringing the offenders to time 
was adovted in 1810, when the absentees were to be considered 
as being in the custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms, and were not 
to be discharged until they should pay the customary fees estab- 
lished in the Parliament of the United Kingdom in like eases, un- 
less they could show to the satisfaction of the House sufficient 
cause for their absence. This cure proved to be ineffective, and 
at last the exasperated House ordered medical attendants to ex- 
amine Benajah Mallory, Philip Sovereign, Joseph Willeoeks, John 
Roblin, and John and James Wilson, and report the state of their 
health to the Bar of the House. Doctors Richardson and Lee 
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were assigned to this task, and reported that while one w 

indisposed and unable to attend, the rest would be suffi 

covered to be present the following day, the inference being that 

the latter had been feigning illness, 

Another breach of privilege was that of which Robert Nichol 
was guilty in 1812. Nichol, as a road commissioner, fell foul of 
the House in the criticisms passed by the latter upon his work, 
and the expenditure of publie moneys entrusted to him, Not only 
did he use words disrespectful to the House, but he was also ad- 
judged guilty of “making a false, malicions, and scandalous re- 
presentation to the person administering the Government, rela- 
tive to the proceedings of the House.” Added to all this was the 
further denial of the right of the Assembly to commit an offender 
for an alleged breach of privilege. But committed he was for his 
“high contempt,” and out of that action arose another insult to 
the House on the part of the Hon. Thomas Scott, Chief Justice, 
who liberated Nichol after the House had committed him and 
sent the Sergeant-at-Arms to Long Point, at a cost of £35, to 
arrest Nichol. So strong was the feeling aroused that the House 
petitioned the Prince Regent in reference to the action of the 
Chief Justice. 

It was about this same time that the Commons petitioned 
Governor Gore in reference to another insult offered not only 
to them, but to the whole country, by one John Mills Jackson, 
who appears to have been a disturbing pamphleteer. Their peti- 
tion read as follows :— 

To His Excellency, Francis Gore, Esq., Lieutenant-Governor of 
the Province of Upper Canada, May it please Your Excel- 
leney, 

We, His Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons of 
Upper Canada, in Parliament assembled, beg leave to assure Your 
Excelleney of our approbation of Your Exeellency’s administra- 
tion of the government of this province, which, sinee your arrival 
among us, has inereased in wealth, prosperity and commerce far 
exceeding our most sanguine expectations, aided by your wise 
and liberal exertions to promote the same. We should not in- 
trude upon Your Excellency at this time to express the general 
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sentiment of the people of this provinee, did not we feel ourselves 
called upon and impelled by a sense of that duty which we owe 
to our constituents, His Majesty's loyal subjects of this province, 
to you, sir, as administering the Government thereof, and to that 
august Sovereign whom we regard as the father of his people, 
only to express our abhorrence and indignation at a pamphlet 
now before us, addressed to the King, Lords and Commons of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, containing in al- 
most every page the most gross and false aspersions on Your Ex- 
celleney and His Majesty's Executive Government, the House of 
Assembly, and the loyal inhabitants of this province, under the 
signature of John Mills Jackson, tending to misrepresent a brave 
and loyal portion of His Majesty's subjects. 

‘The Commons of Upper Canada, as the organ of the people, 
consider the anthor and publisher of such false and libellous pam- 
phlets as a character endeavoring to alienate the minds of the 
unwary from His Majesty's Government, and to diminish the par- 
ental affection of His Majesty to his liege subjects in this pro- 
vince, which with gratitude we proudly acknowledge to have ex- 


perienced an ample and abundant share of. 
In addressing Your Excellency we feel a satisfaction in repeat- 
ing our approbation of Your Exeellency’s administration of 
this Government, without entering into the details, which would 
exceed the hounds of an address, 
(Signed) — Save 


Jackson was thereupon ordered, like all previous offenders, to 
the Bar, to answer to the el aid against him, 

The Toronto public library recently secured copies of all of 
Jackson's pamphlets, with, strange to say, Shelley's autograph on 
the front page of each, 

In 1816 the Speaker of the House was the reeipient of a special 
address from the members on the ground that he had entertained 
a high and just sense of the firm and dignified conduct required 
of a Speaker, inasmuch as they had had unprecedented difficulty 
in maintaining their rights and privileges. Even a Speaker who 
was master of conduet so “firm and dignified” could not appar- 
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ently prevent trouble, for a motion was carried in the following 
session demanding from the Lieutenant-Governor the rights and 
privileges of the House, as amply as they were enjoyed by the 
House of Commons in Great Britain. 

‘The-session of 1817 was an unusually protracted one, owing 
to the lengthy diseussions of a case of breach of privilege, as well 
as two contested election trials. During the previous Parliament 
the district of Gore had been erected, with two clectoral divisions, 
the counties of Wentworth and Halton, but in the bill no provis- 
ion had been made for their representation. ‘This oversight had 
to be amended after the House met, subsequent to the general 
election, and the session was twenty days old before the members 
elected for Wentworth and Halton were able to take their seats. 














Moses Gamble's election for Halton was protested on the grounds 
of his being an alien, Henry John Boulton, the defeated candidate, 





being the petitioner, and Gamble, after a hot fight, was unseated. 

‘The case of James Durand, member elect for Wentworth, was 
much worse than Gamble’s, He had been a member from the 
Niagara District in the former Parliament, and in his addres 

to the independent electors of the county of Wentworth,” 
printed in the St. David’s Spectator, he made reference which 
was charged to be “a Breach of Privilege, in that it reflected 
grossly on the conduct of the late House of Assembly, and upon 
persons who were members of the present House.” A motion to 
enquire into the matter was made immediately upon Durand’s 
jntroduetion to the Assembly, and the case took up the major 
portion of the session. In the address Durand had given a résumé 
of the grievances of the people under martial law, which was, he 
claimed, unlawfully declared by Major-General de Rottenburg in 
1813, from the suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act, and the op- 
pression of the military, His denunciations of both measures 
and men throughout the addresss were seathing, and his disap- 
probation of his opponents stood out in marked contrast to his 
approval of himself. He finished his long arraignment by setting 
forth his own fitness as a representative in a style so remarkable, 
that though lengthy, it is worthy of being quoted as showing the 
nature of the eampaign literature of that early day : 
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“When your rights and liberties were in danger I never hid 
my head; and as to the votes of money last year, had I opposed 
them I should only have been a scapegoat in the House. The 
mysteries of courts, and the various intrigues employed to gain 
favorite points are numerous. It would be novel and useless to 
develop them all. It is enough for you to keep a good watch- 
dog to guard your flocks from the hungry wolves. This I know, 
that the line of duty to you, which I have uniformly pursued, 
has obliged me to drop off exchanges of civility with many who I 
can in no other way have offended than in differing with them on 
the score of polities. I have been settled in this province upward 
of fourteen years, without, I trust, any one to impeach my char- 
acter with spot or blemish. My abilities are not of the most in- 
ferior class; you have seen me in various publie points of view, 
at the head of a flank company of brave, gallant militiamen, 
whose services at the commencement of the war called forth pub- 
lic thanks in general orders after the battle of Queenston, and 
whom Ihope I never disgraced. Iwas out on duty the very 
last time the enemy showed themselves, under McArthur, You 
have seen me as President of Courts Martial, where I always 
tempered justice with lenity. You have seen me as Commis 
sioner of Roads. If in any of these situations I have evinced 
anything unfriendly to the yeomanry of the country, you will 
know it, But no, fellow-subjects, ‘twas impossible. Whilst I 
esteem you so much, I never could be false to you, I shall eon- 
clude with the assurance that I am still the object of your 
choice. My unremitted endeavors shall be used for your in- 
terest and welfare, I shall stand firm in support of your 
rights and liberties, and in so doing, I conceive I give the best 
proof of my inviolable attachment to our glorious Constitution, 
‘The happiness of the people is the strength of the state, and their 
happiness consists in the absenee of taxation, simplicity of man- 
ners, and proper respect for religion, morality, and the laws 
of their country. Once more, then, my friends, I invite you to 
favor me with the honor of your suffrages ; and by a long, strong, 
bold pull at one time convince the tools of corruption that the 
path to the people's patronage is honest independent conduct.” 
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met and rose 
ived the report 


‘The Committee of Privilege in Durand’s ¢: 
again and again, and at length the House r 
and passed the following resolution: “Resolved, that James 
Durand, a member of this House, is the author of an address 
published in the St. Catharines Spectator, of Feb. 14, and which 
was a false, scandalous and malicious libel.” Being adjudged 
guilty, he was on motion sentenced to be committed to the eom- 
non gaol of the Home District during the session, a motion that 
he be ealled to the Bar of the House to make an apology, being 
defeated by a vote of 12 to 9. The Speaker issued his warrant, 
but when it came to be served, James Durand was not to be 
found, The day following the issuing of the warrant for his 
committal, a petition from Richard Beasley and other freeholders 
of the county of Wentworth was read in the House, setting forth 
that the name of James Durand did not appear on any assessinent 
roll of the province, and that he was therefore ineligible to be 
their representative. This caused further enquiry, which was, 
however, ended by the expulsion from the House of the offending 
fugitive, for “ high contempt of the authority of the House, and 
of a flagrant breach of its privileges. 

Notwithstanding all this, and an indictment for perjury against 
him by the Grand Jury, Durand was re-elected in 1818, and took 

active part in the sessions of that Parliament, 

‘Though so zealous of their privileges, the House sometimes 
showed great magnanimity when nothing was at stake, and did 
not stand out for the letter of their rights. In the session of 
1817, when “An Act to prohibit the sale of goods, wares, wines, 
spirits, ete,, on Sundays,” was sent by the Assembly for the con- 
carrence of the Council, which they passed with some amend- 
ments, the following motion was brought in: “That as the 
amendments made by the Honorable the Legislative Couneil to 
the bill for preventing the sale of spirituous liquors on Sundays, 
being a matter of form, and not in any wise interfering with the 
raising or disposing of any publie money, this House will not in- 

st upon its undoubted right to reject them, and that the said 
amendments he now read.” 
Tn 1818 Mr. Robert Charles Horne was called to the Bar of the 
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House to answer to a charge of having infringed upon the rights 
and privileges of the House in having published a certain adver- 
tisement in his paper, the Upper Canada Gazette, headed “ Sta- 
tutes of Upper Canada.” Mr. Horne acknowledged the publiea- 
tion and an apology was demanded, which he straightway made, 
and that settled the matter. 








‘As the years went by, however, and new conditions were re: 
gulated and altered into precedents and the rights of both repr: 
sentative and commoner we 
tween Parliament and the people were le 
a breach of privilege is as rare as an inf 
jealously-guarded rights of the Legislature. 
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CHAPTER X. 
‘THE HONOR ROLL OF PARLIAMENTARIANS. 


L HAT a very large percentage of the public men of a 
ountry are called sooner or later to represent the 
people in Parliament, is clearly seen in the list of 

bers to the Provineial Assembly from 1792 to 

1892. With but few exceptions, all the leading men of 

Canada entered publie life via “the bar of the House,” and 

with equally few exceptions, nearly all who legislated for the 

province prior to Confederation have passed away. The survi- 

vors would hardly be sufficient in number to form a provincial 
cabinet. 

Tt may be well to take a passing though necessarily incomplete 
glance at the honor roll of distinguished Canadians who served 
as provincial legislators, 

‘As in the present day, the early parliaments had a large 
representation of professional men, the followers of Blackstone 
being probably in a majority. Thus, the list referred to eom- 
prises nearly all the leading members of the bar, and the legisla- 
tive history therefore makes frequent mention of such old-time 
lawyers as Marshall Spring Bidwell, William Hume Blake, Robert 
Baldwin, Judge Hagerman and others, and it is not to be won- 
dered at that the debates were often brilliant and eloquent when 
participated in by such accomplished orators. 

‘The bar, the judiciary and the legislature have always been 
closely connected, and it is not surprising that the list of Upper 
Canadian judges during the century contains a large number of 
names prominent in ‘the parliamentary as well as the judicial 
history of the provinee, in fact, of the thirty-one mentioned in 
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Read's “Lives of Upper Canada Judges,” from 1792 to 1892, no 
less than twenty were members either of the Legislative Council 
or the Assembly, some of the first judges occupying a seat in 
Parliament and on the bench dually. Chief Justice Osgoode, 
after whom Osgoode Hall was named, was a member of the 
Legislative Couneil, as were Chief Justices Elmsley and Scott ; 
Allcock and Thorpe were both judges and members ; Chief Justice 
Robinson was councillor and Attorney-General before he was 
promoted to the bench ; Chief Justices Draper and MeLean were 
active members, as were Judges Hagerman, D’Arey Boulton, 
Sherwood, Jonas Jones, Sullivan, John Wilson, Connor and 
O'Connor. Nearer our own time, Justice Joseph C. Morrison and 
Chief Justices Moss and Matthew Crooks Cameron were par- 
liamentary representatives. 

While the Union Act was in foree, the Front: street Chamber 
had among its occupants a group of brilliant and famous French 
Canadians—Sir A. A. Dorion, Sir Heetor Langevin, Hon, Joseph 
Cauchon, Hon, L. V. Sieotte, Sir George E. Cartier, Mr, La- 
fontaine, Hon, Charles Alleyn, Hon. L. J. Papineau and others, 


and in the long-continued struggles between the Upper and 
Lower Canadian sections of the Assembly for the rights of their 
respective provinces, the members from the sister provinee were 
well to the front in the old Chamber as leaders, speakers and 
debaters. 


Sir Antoine A. Dorion sat in the Toronto Chamber during the 
Parliament of 1855-9, and as a leader of the Rouge party of 
Quebec, became Attorney-General of the famous Brown-Dorion 
administration before which he was Commissioner of Crown Lands. 
He became member of the Privy Couneil in 1873, and latterly 
ended a fruitful and noble life as Chief Justice of Quebee 

Sir Heetor Langevin entered Parliament while it met in 
Toronto in 1857, and soon became a force in the House. Mr. 
Sieotte exercised a special influence in connection with the clergy 
reserve question, became Speaker in 1854, was a member of 
the 'Taché-Maedonald Government, and also of the Cartier- 
Macdonald Administration, Cartier was another of the French- 
Canadian leaders, a man short of stature and “with an English 
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terrier look about him,’ as he has been deseribed to me. With 
the usual French excitability, his speeches, especially in reply to 
attacks, were very combative, but without any pretence to 
oratory 

It is interesting to compare the different leaders as to their 
abilities as publie speakers and public men, Robert Baldwin, 
while not a fluent speaker, yet was a convincing and logical one, 
his dignity, amounting almost to stiffness of manner, always 
commanding the attention of his hearers, He made his initial 
entry into parliamentary life in 1830, at a comparatively early 
age, as did Pitt and Gladstone, his eandidature for York (vacated 
hy the promotion of Sir John Beverly Robinson from the Attor- 
ney-Generalship to the Chief-Justieeship) being warmly espoused 
by William Lyon Mackenzie in the Colonial Advocate. ‘The 
youthful member (he was only twenty-five at the time) was 
introduced to the House by his father, Dr. Baldwin, and Jesse 
Ketchum, Six years after he was a member of the Executive 
out more prominently, nor indeed 
of Upper Canadian polities than 
that of the man who did not so much achieve fame as the leader 
of the “Baldwin Reformers” in 1843, or the organizer and head 
of the Baldwin-Lafontaine Cabinet, as he did because of his 
unsullied integrity, personal worth and high purposes. He with- 
drew from public life in 1857 after nearly a quarter of a century 
of honorable service. One of his chief aims was long sine 
reached, that of making the Executive responsible to the House. 

‘William Hume Blake oecupied the position of Solicitor-Geneval 
in the Baldwin-Lafontaine Administration. When he arose to 
speak in the House it was felt that in genuine eloquence, passion, 
pathos, humor, sarcasm, irony, scorn, foree—he was without a 
peer on the floor of the Legislature, Such is the strong testi- 
mony of his biographer. He left the politieal arena in 1830, 
when he was appointed vice-Chancellor of the Court of Chancery. 

While William Lyon Mackenzie could not be termed an orator, 
yet his fiery temperament and combative spirit, which led him to 
give vent to torrents of words, arrested the attention of the mem- 
hers and compelled them to listen to his outbursts of indignation 
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against what he considered existing evils. His pyr 
books, fully indexed and replete with choice political material, 
s the fountain of politieal knowledge from which he dre 
ome quotation and unpleasant reminder. ‘The 
possession of the 





amid of serap 





w 
many a troubl 
desk occupied by Mr. Mackenzie is now in th 
York Rangers—an old 
as badly searred and marked with ink spots as a schoolboy’s 
desk, His seat in the House was nnder the reporters’ gallery, 
near the Front-street entrance. A familiar sight—one that 
would be somewhat unusual now—was the presence of his little 
grandson, clad in Seotch tartans, who used to sit near his grand- 
father and watch the proceedings with childish interest. An 
\g illustration of Mackenzie's methods is afforded by 
speech as to the choice of a site for the new national centre 
Dipping his finger into ,an ink bottle he rapidly marked on a 
sheet of paper five unsightly daubs, showing the relative positions 
of Montreal, Ottawa, Kingston, Toronto and Hamilton, with a 
view to proving that Toronto was the natural site for the Don 
ion Parliament. 

‘The Hon. William Henry Draper was a member of the Legis- 
lative Council in 1837, Solicitor-General in 1838, and afterward 
Attorney-General, and finally Chief Justice. He had a most 
persuasive eloquence, which won for hin the soubriquet of 
“Sweet William.” Though possessed of the advantage of a 
University education in England, he lacked the oratorieal fore 
and striking presence of Hagerman and Bidwell. 

Marshall Spring Bidwell was also an attractive speaker, dif- 
fering from his fellow-members, however, by reason of a pro- 
nounced nasal twang such as may be heard in some parts of New 
England. 

Attorney-General Hagerman, who led the Government in 
1832, was one of the most effective orators on the floor of the 
House, as he was one of the most brilliant members of the Bar, 
in fact, Hagerman, Bidwell and Baldwin were the three great 
lawyers of their day. Perhaps the greatest speech ever delivered 
hy Mr, Hagerman was the one on the clergy reserve question in 
answer to Dr, Rolph. The former has been described to me as 
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the counterpart of Daniel O'Connell in personal appearance, as 
well as in his oratorieal ability. 

‘The Hon. Malcolm Cameron is another politieal memory. Upon 
his entrance to the Assembly in 1836 he ran a tilt against Sir 
Francis Bond Head inthe latter's treatment of the petitions of 
the people for redress from politieal grievances, and in that and 
other ways proved himself to be an advaneed radical, especially 
on the question of the separation of Church and State. He, too, 
filled acceptably different portfolios under different administra- 
tions, 

The lute Canadian Premier, Sir John A. Maedonald, spent some 
of his earlier years of public life within the walls of the old 
building. “On first entering the Legislature,” writes one who re- 
members him in the ‘forties, “he sat unmoved at his desk while 
the frays for which that period of parliamentary history was re- 
markable went on, looking half careless and half contemptuous. 
Sometimes in the thick of the melee, he was busy in and out of 
the Library. I searee ever remember seeing him about the House 
when he was not searching up some case.” With a daring that 
won him praise, he entered the lists against such old parliamen- 
tary hands as Robert Baldwin and others, and thus gained the 
practice in debate and contests which stood him in such good 
stead during his long reign at Ottawa after Confederation. 

The ten years between 1850-60 witnessed the entrance into 
Parliament of a number of men whose names are familiar, The 
Hon. David Christie was one—a member of the “Clear Grit” 
party, and a clear-headed, cultivated and consistent Scotchman, 
with a high character and a calm judgment that gave weight to 
his utteranees in the House, ‘The Hon, Archibald McKellar, who 
was elected from Kent in 1857, strongly supported municipal in- 
stitutions and drafted the original drainage law. 

‘The sessions of 1851 witnessed the appearance of another man 
in the Legislature, who, while he had already won a high posi- 
tion as a leader outside of Parliament, was destined to become a 
power in Legislature and Parliament. Eight years after George 
Brown's arrival in Canada, he was elected in 1851 to represent 
Kent and Lambton, his maiden speech fully illustrating his eap- 
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acity asa parliamentary orator and leader, ‘The fact that Mr. 
Brown's earlier advocacy on the platform and in the press of the 
reforms then being agitated had made him a popular speaker, 
also had the effect of making him a foree and power in the 
House—a power that only inereased and widened during his 
parliamentary life. 

Thomas D’Arey McGee was another bright star in the old par- 
liamentary firmament, When he rose to speak everyone listened 
warmed by his supreme eloquence. Possessing a wide range of 
knowledge and having at his command art, science, poetr 
history, he clothed his subject with a new and original interest, 
using the choicest language enlivened with a delightful vein of 
wit and humor. In addition, he was an adroit master of satire, 
and was equipped with a caustic and bitter irony. He delivered 
his maiden parliamentary speech in the session of 1858, display- 
ing a wonderful coolness and an easy eloquence that carried the 
House with him. 

Sir Francis Hineks was first elected in March 1841, and his 
talents soon brought him to the front. His first Cabinet position 
was that of Inspector-General, succeeding which he became Prime 
Minister of the Hineks-Dorion administration after the retirement 
of Mr. Baldwin, a position which he held until 1354. In 1869 he 
entered Sir John A. Maedonald’s Ministry as Financial Minist 
and left publie life in 1873, aft werviee. 

The first Premier of Ontario under Confederation, the late Hon. 
John Sandfield Macdonald, also had a comparatively long parlia- 
mentary career, lasting from 1841 till 1871,—thirty years of in- 
tense political activity. He occupied a private member's seat until 
1849, when he was appointed Solicitor-General in the Baldwin- 
Lafontaine Cabinet, and in 1858 he was Attorney-General in the 
Brown-Dorion Cabinet. He persistently opposed the represen- 
tation by population agitation, and although a Catholie, did not 
favor the establishment of separate schools. In 1862 he was 
called upon to form a government, and, after Confederation was 
completed, he formed the first Ontario Cabinet. In 1872 he 
retired from publie life, soon after the defeat of his administra 
tion, and passed away the following year, 
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Tt was not until 1867 that Edward Blake entered Parliament, 
being elected for the House of Commons in West Durham and 
for the Local Legislature in South Bruce. In 1869 he succeeded 
Mr, Archibald MeKellar as leader of the Opposition in the Local 
Legislature, where he soon gained a reputation in keeping with 
that won at the bar. The student of character could easily see 
in the tall, erect, eloquent and dignified member a born political 
leader, After the election of 1871, he took a leading part in the 
long and exciting debate as to the disposition of the Railway Aid 
Fund, as a result of which the control of the House passed into 
the hands of the Opposition. ‘The Government capitulated on 
the 20th of December, and Mr, Blake beeame Premier. On the 
re-assembling of the Legislature after the adjournment, the new 
Premier earried several important measures, chief of whieh was 
the abolition of dual representation. In October of 1872, he re- 
signed his position as Premier, under this bill, and with the Hon, 
Alexander Mackenzie, took his seat in the House of Commons 

It is but a natural assoeiiition to mention the name of the late 
Hon. Alexander Mackenzie in connection with that of Mr. Blake, 
as one of the men who played an important part in the Local 
Legislature, which he entered after the election of 1871. When 
the House met in December, he did much to bring about the 
overthrow of the Sandfield Macdonald ministry, and, as a matter 
of course, he was offered a position in the new Cabinet which Mr. 
Blake formed. He delivered an unusually valuable budget 
speech in 1872, and in October of that year followed his leader's 
example and withdrew from ‘Toronto for the larger field at 
Ottawa, 

‘The Hon. Stephen Richards was elected to the Legislature in 
1867, and was a member of the Sandfield Macdonald Government, 
the Hon. John Carling being Minister of Agriculture and Public 
Works. 

‘Another important name is that of Sir Oliver Mowat, who, like 
so many of his political associates, entered Parliament after having 
won his spurs in the legal profession. In 1857 he was elected to 
represent South Ontario (defeating the late Mr. Justice Morrison), 
in time to play an important part in the work of laying the foun- 
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dations of Confederation, taking a prominent. part in the Quebee 
Confederation Conference, He was Provineial Secretary of the 
Brown-Dorion Cabinet during its short existence, and was also 
Postmaster-General in the Sandfield Macdonald-Dorion adminis- 
tration of 1863, while he held a portfolioin the Taché-Macdonald 
Government for a short time. ‘The eneomium passed upon him 
years ago may well be applied to-day : “Clear and logical in his 
thinking, ready in debate, well informed and industrious, polite 
and agreeable in deportment, he was liked by friends, feared by 
opponents, and respected by all.” He was appointed Vice-Chan- 
cellor of the Court of Chancery in 1864, Re-entering Parliament 
m 1872, he has since filled the high position of Premier for 
twenty-one years—a record only approached by the first Pitt 
ministry, which remained in power from December 1783 to 1801 
Thus has the longest record in the annals of British Parliamen- 
tary Government been distanced by a Canadian statesman and 
premie 

A paragraph should in justice be devoted to the memory of 
Alfred Patriek, who was honored with a commandership in the 
Order of St. Michael and St. George, in reeognition of a long life 
of usefulness as a parliamentary official, From 1827 to 1841 he 
was an official of the Upper Canadian Parliament; clerk of com- 
mittees in the new Legislative Assembly of the province from 
1841 to 1867; first clerk assistant in the Dominion House of 
Commons from 1867 to 1873, and Clerk of the House of Com- 
mons from 1873 to 1881, when he was superannuated, thns hav- 
ing seen fifty-four years of official life, commencing some years 
before the ereetion of the old Parliament buildings on Front- 
street, and indeed having seen service in the previous buildings 
that were burned in 1824, During the rebellion of 1837-8, he 
was guard of the Leg may well be imagin- 
ed, he became an authority on constitutional law, and was the 
author of a work on “Canadian Controverted Election Prece- 
dents, 1828-41.” Not only did he see two generations of provin- 
cial legislators come and go, but he was, perhaps, the only one 
who was presentat the first and last sessions of the Legislative 
Assembly in the old Parliament buildings, He died suddenly at 
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Niagara-on-the-Lake, on July 18th, 1892, at the advanced age 
of eighty-one, 

The following is a list of the Speakers of the Assembly and 
Parliament from 1792 to 1892 
rom 1792 to 1841 











1792—John Maedonell 1825—John Wilson 
1798—D. W. Smith, 1820—Marsball Spring Bidwell. 
1800—Samuel Street, 1831—Arch. MeLean, 
1801—D. W. Smith. 1836—Marshall Spring Bidwell. 
ex. MoDonell 1836-—Arch, McLean. 
1812—Samuel Street. 1837—Henry Ruttan, 
1817—Allan McLean. 1837-8—Sir Allan MacNab, 


1821—L. P. Sherwood, 





The Speakers during the Union w 


1854—Louis Victor Sicotte, 
1858—Henry 
1848—Augustin N. Morin, 1862—J. E. Turcotte, 
1851—John Sandield Macdonald, 





‘mith, 


‘The Speakers since Confederation have been : 


1867—J. Stevenson 1880—Charles Clarke, 
1871—R. W. Scott. 1884—Charles Clarke, 
1871-J. G. Currie. 1887—Jacob Baxter. 
1s74—R. M, Wells. 1801—Thomas Ballantyne. 





A tabulated list of the provincial members of the Assembly and 
Parliament, from 1792 to 1892, will be found ‘as an appendix. 
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Hon. Thomas Ballantyne, Speaker of th> Legislative Assembly of Ontario, 1993, 











CHAPTER XI. 
A NEW ERA AND A NEW BUILDING. 


HE hundred years of Ontario's history is naturally 
divisible into distinct eras or periods, the first being 
the initial parliament held at Newark, from 1792 to 
1796; the second, connected with York's earliest par- 
liament building, from 1796 to 1813; the third, surrounding 
#4" and centreing in the second parliament building, from 1814 
to 1832; the fourth, contained in the Front-street building, fro 
1832 to 1841, and the fifth, dealing with the union of the two 
provinces, between 1841 and 1867. ‘Thesixth and present era was 
inaugurated when Confederation became an accomplished fact in 
1867, and Provincial Legislatures were again organized. The 
first Cabinet after Confederation was led by the Hon. John 
Sandfield Macdonald as Premier and Attorney-General, with the 
Hon, John Carling as Minister of Agriculture and Public Works, 
the Hon. Stephen Richards as Commissioner of Crown Lands, the 
Hon. M. C. Cameron as Provincial Secretary and the Hon. E. B. 
Wood as Provincial Treasurer. After an existence of nearly four 
years and a half, the first general election for the province under 
the new order brought about the defeat of the Sandfield Maedon- 
ald Government and the accession to office, on the 20th Decem- 
ber, 1871, of the Hon. Edward Blake, with the Hon, Alexander 
Mackenzie, the Hon. Adam Crooks and the Hon, Archibald 
McKellar as colleagues. ‘The table given elsewhere includes the 
names of all who have held portfolios in the Ontario Govern- 
ment since 1867, with the length of their term of office, 
On the 31st of October, 1872, upon the retirement of Messrs, 
Blake and Mackenzie from the provincial arena of public life to 
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the larger field of the Dominion Parliament at Ottawa, what has 
long been known as the Mowat Government was formed, which 
has held continuous power therefore for over twenty years and 
which has lived through five general elections, Such a long term 
of administration of one government is, as has been said, rare 
in the history of governments. 

‘Though brief reference has already been made to Sir Oliver 
Mowat, the words of a recent writer may well be added: “Tt 
has been his fortune to become peculiarly and distinctively ide 
tified with the Province of Ontario. His name is indeed familia 
enongh to the people of the most distant provinees, and to Ontar 
ians it is a source of much pride to reflect that familiarity has in 
his ease bred universal respect and admiration ; yet it is in this 
province that his great work has lain, aut it is by the people of 
this provinee that he has heen honored to a degree without par- 
allel in the hi of democratic communities. Charged first 
with the affairs of Ontario at a period when the institutions 
planted at Confederation remained in a condition of unripeness, 
it became his lot to carefully tend, nurture and develope them 
until they have reached a stage when, glancing around the world 
we are able nowhere to find a people in the enjoyment of a 
tem of laws equally sound, useful and progressive with those 
with which our statute hooks are filled, ‘Though he had no part 
in the final arrangements of that confederative system of govern 
ment in the ultimate sueeess of which his long administration in 
Ontario has been so prominent a factor, Sir Oliver Mowat wa 
actively concerned in the preliminary movements and was suffiei- 
ently identified with the great project to be included in Mr 
Harris’ celebrated picture, ‘ The Fathers of Confederation.” 

Sir Oliver has always chosen able colleagues who have rendered 
him most valuable assistance in governing the province, Among 
the present members are the Hon, C.F, Fraser, who has held 
office for nearly twenty years; the Hon, Arthur 8, Hardy, who 
has been a ember of the Cabinet for over fifteen years; the 
Hon. George W. Ross, whose ten years as Minister of Education 
will soon be completed ; the Hon, J. M. Gibson, sworn in in 1889; 
and the Hon, John Dryden, the Hon. R. Harcourt and the Hon. 
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E. H. Bronson (without portfolio) in 1890, ‘The Hon. 'T. B. 
Pardee and the Hon. Adam Crooks have passed away, and the 
Hons. 8. C. Wood, A. McKellar, James Young, A, M. Ross and 
Charles Drury are ex-members. 

It is not the purpose of the writer to attempt a sketch of this 
modern era of our legislative record, though the statute books 
reveal amass of legislation which has placed Ontario in the front 
rank of any province, country or state for advanced laws on all 
the lines that come within the purview of a provincial legis 
ture. 

What has been above penned is intended as preliminary to a 
Jnief sketch of the history and inception of the new Parliament 

Buildings recently erected, the opening of which marks not only 
an important epoch in this latter eva, but the closing of the first 
century of our prov history and the auspicious opening of 
the second. 

‘The question of new parliament buildings was modted in 1877 
and in 1880 the Commissioner of Publie Works, the Hon. C.F. 
Fraser, obtained from the legislature an initial grant of $500,000 
towards their erection, Competitive plans on the basis of this 
$500,000 were invited, but it was found that suitable buildings 
with the requisite accommodation, could not be had for that 
amount. Nothing more was done until a sum of $250,000 addi- 
tional was voted in 1885, In 1886 the preparation of phins and 
specifications for the proposed new buildings was entrusted to 
Mr. R. A. Waite, of Buffalo, and in 1887 a further sum of $300,- 
000 was voted for the erection of the buildings on Mr. Waite's 
plans. Subsequently there was added to the sums above men- 
tioned a final grant of $200,000, which brought up the total 
amount voted for the construction of the buildings to $1,250,000. 
‘The contract for the excavating and masonry and bricklayer's 
work was given to Lionel Yorke in October of 1886. ‘The work 
of exeavation was ‘at once commenced, and in 1892 the building 
was practically completed, only six years being taken in its eree- 
tion, at a total cost of less than $1,300,000. ‘The sale of the 
site occupied by the old building will, it is expected, realize half 
a million dollars, which, applied to the cost of the new structure, 
will reduce it to about $750,000. 
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‘The lapse of only six years between the first excavation and 
the completion of the new building is creditable to the Commis- 
sioner of Public Works and the contractors. Considering the 
magnitude of the building, covering as it does four acres of 
ground, and containing over two hundred rooms, six. years is an 
exceptionally short period in which to erect it. 

No better situation could have been chosen for a publie build- 
ing than the southern end of the Queen’s Park. It partially 
covers the site of the old King’s College, which was built 
just fifty years ago, and which was removed a few years 
ago to make room for the Parliament building. On the oc 
sion of the opening of King’s College by Sir Charles Bagot, 
the Governor-General, the 43rd Regiment assisted in the 
ceremony, while all the notables of that day, including Doctor 
McCaul, the first president of the college, were in attendance. 
The ceremony of the 4th of April last, half a century later 
was in some respects like the former in the presence of the 
Lieutenant-Governor, detachments of the military, and repre- 
sentative men in many of the departments of life. 

‘The peculiar effectiveness of the situation of the building is 
best seen from the outlook in the eastern tower, To the south, 
the University avenue stretches to Queen-street, with the heart 
of the city on either side extending to the bay, while the Island 
and blue waters of the lake beyond complete a pieture of rare 
beauty. To the east, the Searboro’ heights border the horizon 
and enclose the vast area of the city extending in that direetion. 
To the west, the Humber bay and the High Park tree-tops form 
a boundary as Wells’ hill and Upper Canada College do to the 
north. In the immediate neighborhood the eye takes in a noble 
group of public buildings—the University, with its annexes of 
library, gymnasium, Biological building, and School of Practical 
Science ; the sister educational centres of Victoria and MeMaster 
Universities, and Wyeliffe College, the Athletic Club, and the 
circle of handsome private residences around the Queen's park, 
with its groups of massive oaks and elms, its sward, its walks 
and drives, its spacious pavilions, its groups of statuary, and its 
twin Sebastopol cannon guarding the southern entrance to the + 
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park, Near the north-west corner of the building the bronze 
figure of George Brown fuces the structure, and adjoining his 
monument is the group of statuary ereeted in honor of the vol- 
unteers who fell at Ridgeway in 1866. 

‘The more one studies the front exterior view of the new build- 
ing the more impressive does it seem, and the more does the on- 
looker realize that he is gazing upon a noble structure, fully 
worthy of the province in whose interest it has been built. ‘The 
principal frontage is 490 feet, including the porte cocheres, with 
adepth of 294 feet, the main plan forming a double letter E, and 
enclosing within its walls over 76,000 square feet. In architec- 
tural design, it is Romanesque, the earved surfaces following the 
Celtic and Indo-Germanie schools The main walls are con- 
strueted of Credit Valley sandstone taken from the quarries of 
Carrol & Vick, its reddish brown tinge produeing a most pleas- 
ing effect of color. Some of the | surfaces present their 
natural face, and harmonize with the chiselled and moulded sur- 
faces, the result being an infinite variety 

Phe centre fagade measures 120 x 125 feet and rises to a height 

‘The massive window arcading whieh lights 
the legislative chamber on the sonth, thus centralizing and ex- 
ternalizing the legislative chamber, is a feature heretofore over- 
looked in the designing of buildings of this dignified character in 
all countries, and in this instance is accomplished in a most 
scholarly way. It is designed so as appropriately to be the rul- 
ing feature of the entire composition, both in plan and elevation, 
and so disposed as entirely to separate the apartments for legis- 
lative purposes in the west wing from the departmental apart- 
ments in the east wing, and there is withal a simplicity in ar- 
rangement, yet noble and impressive. ‘The boldly-treated walls, 
with series of radiating arches, sturdy clustered columns, accent 
uated angle turrets, and quiet fields of quarry-faced walls, are 
judiciously enriched here and there with carvings, and the whole 
crowned by a pyramidal roof, with angle turrets, terminating 
with elongated domical roofs. 

Among the most striking exterior features of the buildings 

2 the porte eocheres at the eastern and western ends, the mas- 
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of which is seen in the illustrations given, and the 
details of which illustrate the wealth of carving executed, In- 
deed, the stone carving, taken in its entirety, is perhaps to be 
classed among the chief features of the building. ‘The langest 
specimen of carving is the sculptured frieze, nearly 70 feet long, 
and 15 feet high, surmounting the three great windows in the 
centre structure, which represents in hevoie size allegorieal tigures 
of music, agriculture, commerce, art, seienee, luw, philosophy. 
architecture, engineering and literature grouped on either side 
of the arms of the provinee. On the east and west sides of the 
main entrance excellent likenesses are carved in stone of Gover- 
hor Simeoe, Chief Justice Robinson, John Sandfield Macdonald, 
William Hume Blake, Timothy Blair Pardee, Sir Tsiae Broek, 
Robert Baldwin and Matthew Crooks Cameron, ‘These are 
guarded, as it were, by four monster gargoyles, whieh look: down 
from the corners of the four great towers, 

The main ente in keeping with the dignity and general 
effect of the frontexterior. It is composed of three noble arches 
eighteen feet wide by twenty-six feet high, and is reached by a 
suecession of steps and platforms, This entranee is flanked 
the great towers with their domes of copper and their wealth of 
stone design. ‘The western tower will have a massive clock, 
which will be seen from the sonth and west, while the eastern 
tower has a baleonied outlook, the view from which is, as has been 

cribed, one of the finest in the city, taking in a great portion of 

ity with the island and lake beyond; indeed, Brock’s mow 
ment on the banks of the Niagara is discernible on a clear 
day. 

In many respects the exterior facing the north, or the rear 
view, is equally as imposing as the front or southern aspeet, tak 
ing in the larger area of the Park, and Avenue Road beyond. 

The contract for the masonry, brick, stone and excavations 
was originally undertaken by the late Lionel Yorke. Upon his 
death the work was taken up by his surety, Mr. Robert Carrol, 
who associated with him My. J. B. Viek, who was with Mr. Yorke 
To insure its early completion they found it necessary to pur- 
chase 400 acres of brown stone quarries, near Orangeville, which 
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required developing in a more expeditious manner than here 
tofore. ‘To this end they adopted the mining system, for which 
purpose they brought out English miners, which proved a yood 
suceess, as the completed buildings now show 

‘The entire roof is covered with deep blue slate, taken from 
quarries in Rutland, Vermont. The domes of the two central 
towers are, however, covered with copper. Forty-six tons of 
copper have been used throughout the building 

Passing through the massive entrance, the general effect is 
maintained by a view of the wide and high corridor with its 
vows of iron pillars and the grand stairease at the end. 

Here one is foreibly struck with the contrast between the dingy, 
dusty and deserted old structure on Front-street. ‘The change is 
indeed a marked one. It is a transition from gloomy corridors, 

ighted offices, dust-begrimed desks, flickering yellow gas 
jets, and old-time grates, to spacious quarters, with high ceilings, 
ome paneling, massive corridors, beautiful eleetrie appli 
and perfect heating and ventilation, 

From this grand entrance corridor, which connects with the 
admirably planned arcaded and upper-galleried corridors of the 
east and west wings, one ascends directly to the Assembly 
Chamber by the grand stairease, with a centre flight exceeding 
twenty-three feet between the balustrades, and with intermediate 
platforms leading to a grand platform fifteen feet wide, and in 
breadth fifty fect from the same two side flights, each twelve 
feot wide, also broken by intermediate platforms. ‘This beauti- 
ful staircase is consonant in feeling with its surroundings, con- 
structed of enriched cast-iron strings, risers and buttresses, 
wrought-iron rails forged in most artistic forms, with threads of 
very dark red slate, and platforms of tesselated red tile pavements. 
‘The ornamental ironwork and carving of hammered steel is also 
very fine. ‘Two enormous windows, thirty-two feet high and 
nine feet wide, face the first landing. In addition to the grand 
stairease, located in the east and west wings respectively, are 
three public and two private stairways, which give access to 
each of the stories. 


‘This will lead us to the Legislative Chamber—the crowning 
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glory of the interior—a truly noble hall, with a floor area 65.x 
80 fect, and a height of over 50 feet. ‘The paneled ceiling is a 
mass of color, amongst the designs the maple leaf predominating. 
‘The color scheme of the ceiling is in cool green and rich tones of 
purple, maple leaves of autumnal tints being wrought into scroll 
ornaments which form the ceiling design. ‘These tones, with the 

trong color of the heavy wood beams, form a strong andl 
effective combination. The coat of arms of the province, in 
heraldic coloring, is prominent, the framing or outline of which 
is a beautiful celtic seroll entwined with maple branch and leaves 
The novelty of the whole is most happily adapted to the deep 
wood-beam paneling, the lines breaking through it at all points, 
yet so conecived as to show a careful following of each paneling. 
thus avoiding the heavy and monotonous effect of simply decor- 
ated panels. 

Above the arches on the northern and southern walls are four 
allegorical subjects—Moderation, holding a curbed bridle ; Justice, 
with sword and seales, and a cherub holding a code of laws: 
Power, carrying a sword and oak branch, and Wisdom, with open 
book and lamp of knowledge. On the east and west walls notable 
dates in the history of Ontario are inseribed, such as “1792” and 
“1892.” ‘The handsome woodwork is paneled and moulded of 
Canadian sycamore, with mahogany paneling nine feet high. ‘The 
plastered walls are richly decorated with mouldings and artistic 
ornament in low relief of a rich yellow brown, studded with 
maple Jeaf outlined in gold and beautifully-modelled enrichment 
treated in warm tones, wiped with transparent color, resembling 
antique marble. Perhaps the most effective portion of the decora- 
tion is to be found in the eight-feet cove, which is filled with a 
beautifully drawn Romanesque ornament broken at intervals by 
medallions in deep tones of purple. The side galleries are colored 
in quiet, warm tones as a foil to the richer effects of the chamber 
proper, and the distinctively Canadian symbols are wrought into 
the design in an artistic, unobstrusive manner, in pleasing contrast 
to the usual baldness of such introductions 

In the centre of the lofty ceiling there is a ventilating iron 
grill, 10 feet in diameter. ‘This connects with a galvanized iron 
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pipe leading toa brick stack, containing a fan driven by an engine 
in the basement. By means of this all the foul air is carried out- 
side, and fresh air constantly distributed throughout the whole 
of the building, 

‘Phe Speaker's dais, executed in San Domingo and “ velvet cow! " 
mahogany, has richly-carved “coat of arms” shields with dates 
1792, 1867, 1892, and enriched surfaces surmounted by two stan- 
dard lions. «It is placed at the south end, with the press gallery, 
treated more as a balcony, immediately behind and forming, as 
it were, a part thereof, The Speaker's gallery, treated in unifor- 
mity, runs across the opposite or north end, and on either side 
are located the Indies’ and visitors’ galleries, ‘The latter are 

ly increased in beauty by the massive arcades fronting th 
and they are admirably successful as to sight lines, as every 
member on the floor of the chamber ean be seen therefrom no 
matter from what point he may rise to address the throne. 

The chamber is lighted chiefly by four immense and highly 
ormamented chandeliers, containing a combination of gas and 
electric light. ‘This piece of work was specially designed for the 
purpose. In each of the chandeliers there are 24 gas and electric 
ights. ‘The latter are of 82candle power, Arranged around 
walls of the chamber are 22 brackets, 18 of which have five lights 
each and the remainder four. ‘The chandeliers and brackets are 
manufaetured of what is known as polished bronze, hand-cut and 
hand-chased, 

The allotment of rooms on the ground floor of the western wing 
is in connection with legislation, the assistant clerk of the House, 
as well as the law clerk, having their offices on this floor. Seven 
of the rooms will be for the use of house committees, some of 
them being 40x20 in size. ‘The Queen’s printer has three rooms, 
and the postmaster two, on the north side of the main corridor 
of the ground floor. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor has a handsomely 
furnished room adjoining the Library, while the leader of the 
Opposition has had a room at the western tower, placed at his 
disposal, the Speaker utilizing the corresponding room in the 
eastern tower. ‘These apartments are paneled in natural woods. 

Each of the departments is arranged en siite, and located in 
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the east wing; that of the Crown Lands is on the ground floor, 
comprising 21 separate rooms, with four very large vaults, and 
the commodious apartments of the Hon. A. 8. Hardy, the Crown 
Lands Commissioner. On this floor also are the apartments of 
the Hon, John Dryden and his Department of Agriculture, com 
prising seven rooms, On the floor above is the Attorney-General’s 
Department, comprising nine separate rooms, with one very large 
vault, this suite of apartments including the sumptuous Council 
Chamber entered from the main corridor, as well as judiciously 
connected with the apartments for Sir Oliver Mowat. Here 
are also the Department of the Provii 1 Secretary, the Hon. 
J.M. Gibson, comprising 14 offices, and two large vaults, and 
the Departments of Insuranee, Prisons and Inspector of Division 
Courts. The floor above accommodates the Publie Works De- 
partment, where the Hon, C, F, Fraser and his staff’ are located, 
oceupying 13 rooms, and using one large vault. Also on this floor 
are the Provineial Treasurer’s Department, the Hon. Richard 
Harcourt, comprising 10 apartments, with one large vault; while 
the License Department, the Department of the Administration 
of Justice and the offices of the Registrar-General occupy the 
remainder of the apartments and one large vault. 

‘The architect has also made ample provision for the comfort 
and convenience of the members. ‘Their reception room on the 
mezzanine floor is a large apartment, 30x40, with a twenty foot 
ceiling, Their dining-room on the same floor is 24840. ‘The hat 
and cloak room is 30836, and is situated west of the main stair- 
ease on the same floor. It is paneled and finished with ninety 
two compartments finished in walnut, each compartment con- 
taining hat and cloak hooks and locked drawers. 

‘The smoking-room is another spacious room, 36x40, with ceiling 
twenty-four feet high, and a capacious fireplace and special ven- 
tilating flumes. ‘They further have a reading-room, 50x24, finished 
in white oak and fitted with sloping reading stands. Adjoining 
this apartment are two retiring rooms for the special use of the 
members. 

The Speaker has been apportioned excellent and commodious 
tern section of the building, consisting 
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of reception room, library and dining-room, en suite. ‘The private 
entrance to this portion of the building shows some unique and 
artistic earving, especially on the pillars, The reception room is 
a most elegant apartment 24x30 in size, with a floor covered with 
gum-wood. The carving in this room and the Speaker's library 
cially fine, ‘The Speaker's dining-room, 18x24, is finished 
in cherry 
‘The Legislative library, one of the handsomest and largest 
rooms in the whole building, is situated on the mezzamine floor. Its 
dimensions are 70x42 feet, with a ceiling 35 feet high. It is 
fitted up with white oak paneling and shelving, An abundance 
of Tight has been secured by no less than eight lange windows 
on three sides of the apartment. The shelving is known as the 
Standard book-stack system, used in the best American libraries. 
A neat gallery runs around three sides of the room, with shelving 
two stories high, thus doubling its eapncity and enabling the 
library to accommodate 40,000 volumes. A radieal improvement 
on the old library is an iron railing enelosing the shelving, thus 
pre- venting the public from helping themselves to the books, 
The librarian's office adjoins the library proper 
One can easily be lost in the intricacies of the basement. 
Running through part of its length is a massive cold air tube, the 
air being heated by steam radiators, afterwards passing into the 
chamber and library. ‘The massiveness of the foundation walls 
give one a striking idea of the substantiality of the structure. 
‘The boiler room is reached from the basement and contains six 
immense boilers, each sixteen feet in length, sixty-six inches in 
diameter, and with 100 three-inch steel tubes 
The building is equipped with thirteen large fire-proof vaults, 
fitted with iron frames and tin filing cases, thus ensuring almost 
absolute safety from fire, indeed not until now have the public 
documents of the province been free from this danger. Ample 
fire protection has been provided—a six inch water main running 
through from street to street, and three hydrants are placed in 
the basement and on each floor. Six eapacious lavatories, finishes 
in cherry, are to be found in the building. The floors of these 
lavatories are built on iron beams filled in by brick arches and 
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ith conerete and Portland cement, Four large electric 
Jevators of the very latest desig 8 the protecting 
gates of which are of fine ornamental iron worl 
‘The floors are all double, two thicknesses of asbestos, acting as 
4 deafener and protection from fire, being placed between each 
floor. The main corridors are both lofty, light and wide, and are 
finished throughout in white oak, with a profusion of carving. 
‘They are roofed over with amber-colored glass, which sheds a 
subdued and restful light below. ‘The electrie light is, of course, 
principally used, but the chandeliers are for gas and electricity 
combined 
‘The original contractor for the excavation, masonry, and brick 
and stone work was the Inte Lionel Yorke, whose contract called 
for $671,250. Upon his sudden death, his sureties took up the 
work and carried it through toa satisiactory completion without 
a day’s loss in the actual work, The list of contractors and 
prices for the erection and construction of the building is as 
follows 
Masonry, brick, stone and exeavation (originally award- 
ed to Lionel Yorke, and upon his death taken up by 
Carroll & Viek). c $671,250 
And in addition 13,500, 000 OF bricks to be far ated from the 
Central Prison.* 
Interior woodwork and Speaker's dais (Wagner, Zeidler 
& Co., Toronto) 2 orees. .. 120,800 
Carpenter work (Lionel Yorke) i 
Plumbing, gas fitting and steam heating (Purdy, Mansell 
& Mashinter, Toronto)... satacudonce ses “T6800 
Tron work, ete. (St. Lawrence Foundry Co., Toronto)... 54,000 
Roof-covering, slating, copper work, ete. (Douglas Bros.) 
Lathing and plastering (A. H. Rundle, ‘Toronto).. 
Interior painting and glazing (R. J. Hovenden, Toronto) 





By the terms of the o rack for excavating, conc 
approved of by the Provincial Legislatute, the contractor was to roceive (1) 807 

een and one-half million of brik trou the Centra Prison. If less than this amount of rick was 
Supplied fom the Central Prison he was to be paid at the rste of sx dollars per thousand for the 
dliference bebmeen the quantity supplied and the said thirteen and one-half millions. ‘The actual 
‘quantity of brik supplied fom the Prison tothe contractors was only 10,454,450. 
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Grand staivease, ete. (H. C, Harrower, Buffalo)........ $21,991 
Outer drainage (Garson & Pureer, St. Catharines). 5,490 
Decoration of ceiling and walls in chamber (Elliott & Son) 4,500 
Mantels, furnishings, fittings, ete. (Rice Lewis & Son,Lt'd.) 8,322 
Seating for galleries in chamber (The Chas. Rogers & 

Sons Co,, Lt'd., Toronto) ........666+ 3,250 
‘Tiling for vestibules and lobbies, ete. (Toronto Granite Co.) | 1/450 


Among the contracts for equipment and furnishing of build- 


ings were : 
Combination gas and eleetrie fixtures (Bennett & Wright) 25,206 
Four elevators (Otis Bros, New York)............... 22,000 
Fitting up ten vaults (Office Specialty Mnfg. Co. +. 14770 
Library fittings, ete. (William Simpson, Toronto). . 5,199 


‘The formal opening of the new building and of the Legislature 
took place on the fourth of April, when the floor of the Chamber 
and the quartette of galleries were crowded with representative 
citizens. Punetually at three o'clock, Licutenant-Governor 
Kirkpatrick and suite arrived at the main entrance from Covern- 
ment House, accompanied by a detachment of the Governor- 
General’s Body Guard, while Company “2” of the Royal School 
of Infantry, with their band, formed a guard of honor near the 
entrance. Adjoining the building, the Toronto Field Battery 
was stationed, and a salute of guns was fired. A procession 
formed at the main hall, consisting of the Lieutenant-Governor 
and suite and the Premier, officers of the various artillery, 
cavalry and infantry corps of the city, judges of the courts, 
consuls, city officials and others, passing up the grand entrance 
to the Chamber. 

‘The Lieutenant-Governor, on reaching the Throne, read the 
first Address to the members delivered in the new Chamber, and 
the first indeed since his appointment to office. One of the para- 
graph of the Address is given: “It gives me great pleasure to 
meet you as a Legislative Assembly for the first time since my 
appointment as Lieutenant-Governor ; and it is peculiarly grati- 
fying that I am privileged to do so in these beautiful buildings, 
now so nearly completed, and so well adapted for your accom. 
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modation and the convenience of the public service. I regret 
that the condition of the work did not admit of my calling you 
together at an earlier day, Tt is to me a souree of historieal in- 
terest to remember that I am addressing the Legislative As- 
sembly of this province in the first year of the second century of 
the existence of representative government in Canada. The pro- 
gress of events from the first Parliament, opened by His Exce 

leney, Governor Simeoe, at Niagara, in 1792, to the opening of 
this Parliament to-day, shows what great strides have been made 
towards the development of the country, and the enlargement of 
the privileges of citizenship under the Constitution given to us 
by the Imperial Parliament, As a native of Ontario, and for 
many years connected with the public life of Canada, I rejoice to 
believe that under our present relations with the Empire we can 
right and privilege necessary to the fullest exereise 
























enjoy ever 
of self-government.” 

With the reading of prayers by Speaker Ballantyne, and the 
transaction of a few matters of parliamentary business, the see- 
ond century of Ontario’s legislative life was inaugurated under 
the happiest conditions, and in a building that is worthy of a 
wealthy, advanced and progressive province. 

Another interesting feature following the opening exerci 
which warrants a referenee, was the presentation to Sir Oliver 
Mowat of a life-size portrait of himself, exeeuted by Mr. Robert 
Harris, of Montreal. In his felicitous reply, the Attorney-Gen- 
eral took occasion to review his long official life, and, although of | 
a personal nature, it merits a place ina work such as this 

Sir Oliver said in reply ‘K 

“Mr. Christie and gentlemen —I am very grateful for the 
warm feelings towards me whieh are shown by your address. 1 | 
do not pretend to merit your encomiums, but I appreciate deeply 
the spirit which has inspired them. I understand that the por- 
trait which you do me the honor of presenting is pronounced by 
connoisseurs to be a success both asa work of art and as a good 
likeness, As a likeness it tells me that I look considerably older 
than I feel, though not older than I am, I cannot conceal from 
myself that a man in his 73rd year is an old man, however little 
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he may feel his years, and many things to whieh iy personal 
memory extends back compel me to realize that I have had al- 
ready along life. ‘The reeent sorrow which has come upon me 
as turned my thoughts involuntarily in that direction, and T 
have been calling to mind that I have now outlived nearly all my 
early contemporaries and early associates, and many of later date 
Teall to mind that in my own time and within my own memory 
a transformation has been accomplished in the political condition 
of the provinee, and in everything that goes to make up a great 
and a civilized community, I remember when neither our pri 
vinee, nor any other British province, had responsible gover 
ment. I remember when the conduet of provincial affairs was 
not by the elected representatives of the population, nor by per- 
sons of their appointing, or having their confidence. I knew the 
province when it had no municipal institutions, now known to 
be essential to local interests and local progress. I knew the 
vinee when the various churches, amongst which its people were 
distributed, were not equal before the law ; when the established 
chureh of old England was practically the established church 
hore, and when there were claimed for it the exclusive rights 
and privileges of an establishment, and one-seventh of the whole 
land of the country. I remember the province when there was 
in it not one university, not one college, and no system of public 
schools. I remember when at every election there was but one 
polling place for a whole county, no matter how extensive; when 
the election lasted for a week, and when (except. in towns) the 
y voters were freeholders. I remember when the provinee 
had not a mile of railway, nor I believe a mile of macadamized 
road. Tremember when the principal cities of the present day 
were but villages—when this great city of Toronto was “ Little 
York,” and its population was three or four thousand, I remem- 
ber when the whole provinee had—or was supposed to have—a 
population of but 150,000, and therefore less than the population 
now of Toronto alone. My memory thus goes back of the time 
when I began the practice of my profession here a half century 
‘0. ‘The city had then a population of but 15,000, and Upper 
Canada a population of but half a million. ‘The changes which 
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have taken place in our provinee in that half century have been 
very great. Its progress in population, in wealth, in education, 
in intelligence, in political freedom, and in most other things 


which serve to make a country attractive and great, has in fact 





been enormous 

“While this progress has been going on, what a disappearance 
there has been of themen I remember asin various ways helping 
it on, The politicians of my early days have all passed away, 
and very many of their successors have passed away too. So it 
has been with the clergy, the journalists, the bankers, the judges, 
other elass, whom I remember as 











the lawyers, and men of ever} 
prominent in those days. 

“Tt was as an alderman of this city that I began my public 

life some 36 years ago. Iwas an alderman for the years 1857 
and 1858, Only two of my associates in the city council are liv- 
ing now. Most of the electors, of both parties, who were active 
in securing my election, have gone also. 
While still an alderman I was elected by the south riding of 
Ontario to a seat in the Legislative Assembly of the then pro- 
vinee of Canada, and I remained a member until I accepted a 
vice-chancellorship in 1864. Of those who were my fellow- 
members of the Legislature, very few are now living. I know of 
but one of them who is a member of the present Parliament of 
Canada, Not one (except myself) is a member of the present 
Legislative Assembly of Ontario. 

“So, of the first Ontario Cabinet under my premiership, not 
one is a member of the Cabinet now. Some honored and valued 
colleagues are dead, and others, honored and valued likewise 
have, for reasons personal to themselves, gone into other avoca- 
tions, Not one colleague was parted with through any political 
difference, or any personal estrangement. Of the members of 
the Ontario Assembly elected in 1867, only one is a member of 
the present House. Of those who were members in 1872, when 
I myself became a member, I believe three only (besides myself) 
are members now. 

“Tt was with great hesitation that I left the Bench for the 
Legislature and Government, when I was invited by the then 
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Livutenant-Governor to take on me the position which I have 
since held. Judicial work was for me congenial work ; and it is 
work which, when well and conscientiously done, is of great 
portance and great value to the community. But I am glad now 
that I made the exchange, even though the new position has in- 
volved (as you observe) financial saerifices, Money is not every- 
and the leadership of a Government which has the eonti- 
ence of the people affords opportunity of rendering public ser- 
vice greater than the honorable position of a judge supplies. I 
must believe that the opportunity which I obtained of doing an 
increased amount of good has not been thrown away, or I would 
not so long have been sustained in office by the people of the 
provinee, nor would I be receiving to-day such an address as you 
have presented to me. 

“Tam glad to have retained my premiership long enough to 
sev the erection and completion of the magnificent building in 
which we are assembled, and to take my phwce as premier of the 
province at the first session of the Legislature held here. The 
oceasion is to me all the more interesting, as this day is the 19th 
anniversary of the day on which the eldest of my honored col- 
leagues was sworn in as commissioner of public works, This 


building, erected under his eaxe and supervision as such commis- 
sioner, will, as Iong as the building stands, be a monument of his 
administrative ability, his energy and his economy, I doubt if 
ever before any Government had erected a public building cost- 
ing a million and a quarter of dollars without any extras worth 
the name. 


Lam glad that you appreciate, as Edo, the merits of all my 
colleagues in the Government. It gives me pleasure at all times 
to hear witness that to them and their predecessors in the admin- 
istration the suecess of my long premiership has largely been 
due 

“In answering your address, I have put in words some of the 
memories which during the last few weeks have been coming to 
ine with unaceustomed force, But they are not making me sup- 
pose that my life or its work is near its end. That T have no 
right to assume, and Ido not assume. I have had a long past, 
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but I look forward to having a future, also; and it may be a long 
future, though not long as compared with my past. Whatev 

of life and capacity for public usefulness may by divine provid- 
ence be continued to me, I hope to devote to the same public 
service, which has had already so many of the best years of my 
life. Having the great advantage of long experience in affai 

T may look for inereasing usefulness as long as bodily health and 
mental vigor remain unimpaired; and in this way I may hope to 
a moderate measure the good wishes and kind an- 
ticipations which you have been pleased to express in your too 
flattering address. I should like to be remembered as a politician 
who was faithful to public duty, whoused the machinery of party 
for the public good, who did what in his place he eould to help 
the helpless, to lighten the burden of the heavy-laden, to promote 
.¢ of the masses of the people, and to 
ss activity and of industry run 


























the comfort and well-bei 
make the wheels of bus 
smoothly and safely, for the common advantage of all classes of 


the population. Inall this I am sure that I have your sympathy, 
and shall, as hitherto, have your support.” 








[As an appropriate conclusion of this chapter, the names of the 
Ministers sinee 1867 to the present are given. 





various Cabinet 


CABINET MINISTERS FROM CONFEDERATION. 


Cabinet formed 26th Jvty, 1827 


167 





uly, 186, to 19th Dee 









Premier and Attomey Genetal, Hon. J., Macdonald, QC., 10th 
fre and Publie Works, Hon, J, Casing 1th Jay 











Crown Tans Hon. 8 Richarls, QC, 30th July, 19 
Hon, M,C. Cameron, QC. 1" 

Provincial Secretary, Hon: MC. Cameron, QC: 1867, to 25th 
Hon, § Richards, @.0. to 10th De 


Provincia Treasure Hon. E. B. Woot, QC, 20h uly, 1867, to 1sth De 


Ministry resigned Dec. 19, 157 


Cabinet formed 20h December, 1871 





Premier and President of Council, Hon, Edward Blake, QC, 20th Dee, 1871, to 28th Oct, 2672 





Provincial Seoretars Ton. A. Mackensie) 90th Dee. 1871, to Uet Dec, 187. 
Hon, Peter Gow, 

Provincia Treasurer, Hon. A. Macken, 

Attorney General, Hon, Ata Crooks, QC. 

‘Auvicalture and Publi Works, Hom A. MeKella 
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A New Era and a New Building. 


Cabinet formed October tat, 1872, and Members sinee added 


lbare and Prov. Sec 


Pros: Treasoror and Agriculture 


Asiolture aol Publ Works, 


Public Works, 
Crown Lands, 


“paucation, 


Without Portolo, 


Premier and Attorney Genera, 
‘Commissioner of Grown Lands, 
Comissioner of Pubic Works 


Provincial Tressurer, 
Minister of Eaucation 
Minister of Agriculture, 


Hon, Sie 0. Mowat, Qa Sst Oct 
Hon. T. B, Pardee, ith Oct 
Hon. C.F Fraser, @.C., 25th Nov., 1873, to 4h Apel 1s 
Hon, AS Hardy 19th Melt S77, to 18th an 1880, 
Mon, JM. sth Jan, 1880 to date, 

seh Apri, 1874 €o 2h July, 18 
Hon. 8.0. W March 197, to Bud June, 1988, 
Hon, Adaan © 2, to Ath Meh, 17 
Hon, §.C. Woo! March, 1877, ¢o St June, 188, 
Hon. R, Hteourt, ainh Sept 180 to date 
Ton, James June, 188%, to Tat Nov. 18 
Hon. A. 3 Ross, Nov, 188, to 14th June, 1890, 
on, A. MeKellar, iu previons cabinet, to 4th Apel, 1574 
ton, Chas, Dray, 1st May, 1885, to 2h Sept 
Fon. John Dryden ich Sept, 1800 to date, 
Hon. C. F. Fraser, 4th Apri 1874 to date 
Hoon, RW. Scot, 
Hon. T, B Pardee, 
Hon. A. 8 Handy, QC. 
Hon, Ain Crooks, Q.G., 19th Feb, 1876, co te Nov, 1883, 
Hon, G. W. Ros ed Nov, 188 to date 
Hon, EH. Bronso th Sept 1800 to date 


Present Cabinet 


Hon, Sie Oliver Mowat, QC. K.CALG 
Hon. A. 8. Hardy, @.0. 
Hon, ©. F. Fraser, QC. 
Hon, John M. Gibson, @.C 
on. Richart Hateourt, QC. 
Hon. W. Ros. 
Hon. John Drsden 
Hon, Ea. Bronson 

















































































CHAPTER XIL 
HEN AND NOW. 
1792-1892. 


HTB close of the first century of Ontario's existence as 
separate province isa fitting time for a review of 
t, but volumes instead of 


\) its history and development 
AA pages would be required to fully record all that has 
transpired between the holding of the first Parliament on 
Niagara's banks, and the session of the Legislature nat 
tpeing held in its new home, or to adequately measi! the 
sit of the legislation that has emanated from the Legislative 
Chambers of the four Parliament buildings re red to in this 
Nnck. That is a task awaiting the historian. ‘The most that 
veal be attempted here is the institution of a fow comparisons 
etyeen the Then and the Now, as affording a gauge by which 

asured on a few lines, 








sand growth can be me 
coreaeds Tegislation, methods of government, religions Fok 
reves, or lack of privileges, society, slavery, the treatment of the 
Tailigns, trade and commerce, the disposition of crows lands, and 
other topics, For this purpose, veferenee is confined chiefly to the 
first decace of our provitseial history. 

Ta the carly days of Ontario's parliamentary Tife, the Indian 
fan ever-present problem, and a frequent subject of 
aaitge correspondence, in which Brant’s name played a prow ent 
part. Councils of Indians and conferences with representatives 
Pathe British and American Governments were offen held, the 
iain effort on the part of both being to bold the tribes to an al- 
legianee to their respective countries, Simeoe's suggestion made 
rer708 to make the present site of the city of London the capital 
124 
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of the provinee 
the seat of Gove 


was chiefly based upon the importance of having 
:nment where it would to some extent divide the 
Indian tribes in Upper Canada, separating the Mohawks on the 
Grand River from their fellow red-men in the northern and west- 
ern part of the province. 

‘The British Government of that day was keenly alive to the 
ion of the settlement of the boundaries between Canada and 
the United States being hastened, so as to prevent the Indians 
from coming into possession of any space between the two coun- 
tries and thus jeopardizing the peace of both. 

Simcoe recognised the difficulty of retaining the affections of 
the Indians, so as not to give pretext to the United States Gov- 
ermment to begin hostilities against Canada. Commissioners 
from the United States held prolonged councils with the Indians 
at Newark, Buffalo Creek, Saginaw and other points, all with 
the intent, as has been said, of wooing them into an American al- 
liane. In 1793, three great councils were held at Newark, in 
the presence of the Governor, the Indian Commissioners and the 
officers of the garrison, 50 chiefs having come via Fort Erie to 
attend it. The commissioners were given a belt of wampum, and 
the council adjourned to Sandusky in July of 1793, no less. than 
300 chiefs of the Seven Nations passing through Newark on their 
way to the Grand Couneil, ‘Thus the game of diplomacy, if not 
of duplicity, on the part of some, was played until the war of 
1812 divided both white and red into opposing ranks, 

A keen competition was also carried on for 
British and Amer 











qu 



































ears between the 








an Governments in the presentation of gifts 
to such of the Indians as were suspected of being open to intlu- 
ences of that character, ‘The Americans showered presents upon 
them, and of the £60,000 given annually by the Imperial Gov- 
ernment for the maintenance of the department of Indian atfaivs 
in Upper Canada, a certam proportion was set apart for the pur- 
chase of muskets, powder, knives, tomahawks, mirrors, and other 
articles dear to the heart of the Indian, Flags, with the arms of 
the province printed on them, were distributed with the object 
no doubt, of inculeating loyalty. Silver medals were given away 
in considerable numbers, and the Mohawk church on the Grand 
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a communion service of solid 
admonished to dis- 
Tt was also decided 


as presented with 
silver, which is still in use. Simcoe was 
tribute the gifts “ with economy and effect 
to testow the King's bounty on the Incky recipients with ev 
possible ceremony, and when the pomp of the soldiery of Newark 
poVork was added to the pieturesquencss of an Indian council 
With feather-bedecked and sealp-adorned chiefs, the effect can 
easily be imagined as dramatie and impressive 


Brant's loyalty to Great Britain is regarded a 
‘Americans would induce him to 


Je is evidenced by the bestowal 
of a pension in ease of Brant’s death, after whieh 
“This may secure his fidelity. He 
He was charged from 


River reserve Wi 








ery 


sa historical fact, 


but that there were fears the 
throw his influence on their si 
upon his wife 
Simeoe adds significantly = 


js not so respectful as he ought to be. 
‘utterances which were, it is to be 


1 liberties” of speech of which he 
the rule between 





time to time with treasonable 
supposed, among * the imprope! 

In fact, misunderstandings were 
anthorities from the ineeption of 
vet forth ina 


was guilty. 
Brant and the Upper Canadian 

“3 side of the question is ably s 
onted to the House of Assembly in 1806 





the provinee. Brar 
petition which he pres 





Commons House of Assembly, in Parlia- 


To the Honorable, the 
netition of Cuptain Joseph Brant, 


iment Assembled, the p 


y Suewern, That in the year 1775, when the 
vs had commenced, the 


RESPECTFULU war 
between Great Britain and her colonic 
Mohawk nation, always faithful to the canse of the King, took a 
decided and active part, and leaving their families to the merey 
“f the enemy, brought off the Indian department through a hos: 
tile country into Canada, where their conduct was highly ap- 
proved by Sir Guy Carleton, who, in a public council with the 
Padians, desired them to take up the hatchet and defend their 
he then solemnly engaged that we should be amply re- 
we might sustain during the war. Some 
seen that the contest was likely to 
yee an unfavorable turn, we stated our situation to the late Sir 
Frederick Haldimand, then Governor and Commander-in-Chief, 
aml requestedl a confirmation of General Carleton’s promise, by 








rights 
aunerated for any losse: 
years after, when it was fore 











Then und Now. er 


which it was understood that the Indians who had lost their 
lands should receive an equivalent in this country, and at all 
events have them as fully confirmed as those they were possessed 
of before the war; and the grant which we afterwards obtained 
is now before your Honorable House. The lands thus granted, 
although from the quantity and situation by no means an equi- 
valent for our losses, we cheerfully accepted in full confidence 
that they should be our own property, at least as much so as 
those we had sacrificed by joining the British Standard at the 
commencement of the war, After thus obtaining these lands, 
we, with the approbation of General Haldimand, settled some 
white families on the tract (many of whom had served with us) 
for the purpose of making roads and teaching our people thi 
benefits of agriculture. I au sorry to say that our grievances 
commenced upon the establishment of the present Government 
of Upper Canada, by whom it was contemplated to curtail us of 
a great part of this tract. Considering ourselves under the pro- 
tection of His Majesty, it becomes a duty we owe to ourselve 
and our posterity, candidly to state the difficulties we labor under. 
Divisions have been fomented amongst the Indians. That a 
stall spot of ground of so little consequence to the British nation 
should become a matter of contention we cannot suppose to be 
their intention, but if unfortunately for us this should be the 
case, and if ever this small tract is considered as too large for the 
former services and losses of the Indians, in God’s name let them 
confirm the one-half, We are aware that all representations of 
this nature should come through the Indian department, but as 
they have long since ceased from paying attention to our com- 
ity of appealing to your Honorable 






































plaints, we are under the ne 
House in hopes of obtaining relief through such means as you in 
your wisdom shall see fit. 
On behalf of the Indians, 
(Signed) Josern Bra’ 
Agent 





Simeoe and his successors, on the other hand, objected to grant- 
ing patents to Americans to whom Brant had sold lots, on the 
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hment of an alien population in the heart 
ts, if not its 





ground that the establ 
of the province would be inimical to its best intere 
safety. The matter was finally settled by the issuance of pat- 
ents covering three townships of the Five Nations’ traet, on the 
condition that the settlers should take the oath of allegiance. 
Brant had, during the progress of the dispute, boasted of his 
power over theanilitia, and had made a speech at a council where 
he held up the Executive Government to contempt. ‘The wily 
chief also sought revenge on President Russell by chargir 
with having aquired an undue amount of land in the vicinity 
of York. ‘This may account for Russell's letter to Whitehall, 
where he says Brant was rade beyond excuse in having refused 
to dine with him, after having accepted his invitation, and in 
which he maliciously eoneludes: “ Although cunning, Brant is 
thrown off his guard by liquor or impatience of control.” 

‘Phus one of the most harassing difficulties connected with the 
nee early in the century, has not only 














administration of the provi 
been solved, but that department of Governmental control trans- 
forred to the Dominion Parliament and Executive. 

Onr parliamentary predecessors had further to deal with the 
vexed question of the allotment of lands in a new country as 
well as the clergy reserves, which disturbed the public tranquil- 
lity for nearly two generations, but before they became a subject, 
of discussion and agitation the early rulers had in their own 
hands the apportionment. of erown lands to the United Empire 
Loyalisis, and from this also arose scandals aud charges of unjust 
mination, Simeoe professed to be anxious to 
vabbing which prevailed in the United States, 
the cream of the 

















and unfair dise 
prevent the land- 
where Washington was advertising his land as 
country,” and to that end opposed the granting of large blocks, 
in that it had a bad effect upon bone side settlers. For this 

son he refused the North-West Company a grant of what is now 
Sault Ste. Marie, But serious abuses crept in notwithstanding, 
and in spite of the establishment of land boards in the various 
Uistricts, indeed some writers accuse Peter Russell of “ feathering 
his own nest” in this connection, as Brant had charged. Gov- 
ernor Hunter, who succeeded Russell, in a private letter to the 
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King, had this to say of his predecessor: “Had it depended upon 
Russell, he would have granted lands to the devil and all his 
(as good loyalists), provided they could have paid the fees.” 
During the first five years frem 1792 to 1797, the U. E, Loyalists 
had received 100,000 acres of land. It was first intended that on 














the original loyalists, with their immediate descendants of sons or 


rule was so far depart- 





daughters, should receive grants, but thi 
ed from as to necessitate after a time a vigorous application of 
the original rule. 

Among the recipients of land grants, Simeoe himself received 
5,000 aeres as a colonel of the Queen's Rangers, Benedict Arnold 
applied for a large area, on the ground of military serviees—no 
lesst han 50,000 acres—but Simcoe reported that he was a charac- 
iginal loyalists of America. 








ter extremely obnoxious to the 
His application was therefore relused, although his estate ulti- 
mately received 5,000 aeres in the township of Gwillimbury. 
William Berezy obtained a grant of 64,000 acres in the township 
of Markham, and brought a colony there from New York State. 
‘The Count de Puissaye, on the other hand, failed in his attempt 
to settle a colony of French loyalists, 

‘The aggregate of grants made to individuals, executive couneil- 
lors, officers, soldiers, militia claimants, and refugees from the 
United States, at last amounted to nearly half the surveyed land 
in the provinee, and the abuses connected with the administration 
of the publie lands was one of the strongest arguments advanced 
by Lord Durham in recommending the constitutional cha 
which resulted in the passage of the Union Act 

‘The original Crown area of Upper Canada consisted of nearly 
127,000,000 acres, or nearly 200,000 square miles. Of this, 43, 
000,000 acres have been surveyed, settled and cultivated and over 
83,000,000 acres (including the water area) is still unsurveyed. 

Between 1792 and 1839, Crown lands were disposed of as 
follow: 





























Authorities, Acres grant 
Warrants and flats, under old regulations ....... + 2,464,800 
ae +” under new regulations cesses 195,150 





7 “United Empire and Militia claimants 146,000, 
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Luthorities Acres granted. 

Militia. certificates 

Rettlers to 1819. 

Gratuitous grants, warrants 

Grants, 6th July, 1804, 








Land Boord fats 68,100 
Militia 21,100 
Scotch Binigrants sent out by Government warrants. 13,700 
Peter Robinson's settlers’ fiats 40,100, 
Officers’ and Soldiers’ warrants. 702,700 


Officers of regular Ariny and Navy. 
Warrants for land without purchase. 
Warrants for land by purchase 





Total cose $809,074 


By 1798, when the province was divided into counties and 
Jistricts, the four original districts of the province contained 
twenty-three counties, and one hundred and fifty-eight townships, 
so rapidly had municipal organization proceeded sinee 1792. 
To-day, as a striking evidence of the growth of a century, Ontario 

hips 














has forty-five counties, with over eight hundred tow 

‘The following is a list of the Commissioners of Crown Lands 
from the Union till the present time, with years of office 

Hon, R. B. Sullivan, 1841; Hon, John Davidson, 1841-2; 
Hon, A. N. Morin, 1842-3; Hon. D. P. Papineau, 1844-7; Hon. 
John A. Macdonald, 1847-8 Hon. J. H. Price, 1848-51; Hon. 
Tohn Rolph, 1851-53: Hon. Louis V. Sicotte, 1853: Hon. A. N 
Morin, 1853.55: Hon, Joseph Canchon, 1855-57 : Hon. B. P. Taché, 
1857: Hon. L. V. Sicotte, 1857-58: Hon. A. A. Dorion, 1858; 
Hon. P. M. Vankonghnet, 1858-62: Hon, George Sherwood, 18 
Hon, Wm, McDougall, 1862-64; Hon, Alexander Campbell, 1864- 
67: Hon, Stephen Richards, 1867-71; Hon. M. C. Cameron, 1871 ; 
Hon, R, W. Scott, 1871-73; Hon. T. B, Pardee, 1873-49; Hon. 
thur S. Hardy, present occupant since 1891 
No more striking contrast between “ His Majesty's Provinee of 
Upper Canada.” of 1792 and the Ontario of 1892, need be afford: 
‘ed than a short topographical description published in 1799, by 
D. W. Smyth, the Surveyor-General of the Upper Canadian Pro- 
vince, upon instruetions from Major-General Simeoe, whieh em 
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phasizes the few points of population or settlement in the vast area 
comprising Upper Canada, As the proclamation of July 16th, 
1792, shows, the provinee was sub-divided into nineteen districts 
What is now Brant county was then an Indian reservation, 
with Lincoln and York as neighbors on the south and north-east. 
Kent county took in “all the country not already included in 
the several counties herein described ; extending northward to 
the boundary line of Hudson's Bay, inelnding all the territory to 
the westward and southward of the said line, to the utmost ex- 
tent of the country commonly known by the name of Canada. 
This district sent two representatives to the local Parliament. 
Kingston had then become a port, and a point of compar i 
portance, while the shores of the Bay of Quint® had become 
fairly well settled by U. E. Loyalists. ‘Toronto's Island was then 
a peninsula, called Gibraltar Point, with stores and blockhouses 
commanding the entrance to the harbor. “'The River Don,” says 
the gazetteer attached to the maps, “empties into the harbor a 
little above the town, running through a marsh which, when 
drained, will afford beautiful and fertile meadows.” 
in the vicinity of Burlington Bay was confined to the b 
where an old-time inn, the King’s Head, had been built by order 
of the ever-watehful Simcoe. Niagara, at this time, contained 
150 houses, while military posts were situate at Queenston, 
Chippewa and Fort Erie, ‘The north shore of Lake Erie had only 
a few settlements until Amherstburg—another military post 
was reached, Fifteen miles up the Thames the site of Chatham 
had been chosen by Simeoe,as had London, at the main forks of 
the same river. Michilemackinac, called by the Canadians La 
Grosse Isle, was also a part of the vast domam of the new provinee 
One of the earliest signs of a demoeratie spirit in the provinee 
is seen in the correspondence between Simeoe and Dundas, the 
formerhaving found thatthe spiritof the youngeountry was against 
the election of half-pay officers, and in favor of men who dined 
in common with their servants! This did not prevent him from 
indulging in a little electioneering, presumably in his own inter 
ests,as, in the same letter, he congratulates himself on having 
been enabled to secure the return at Kingston of Mr. White 
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his Attorney-General, though he was defeated at a later election, 
penses incurred by the 





when the Government paid all the 
Nefeated member. As to the composition of the two Houses, 
the members of the Assembly were active and zealous for par- 
ticular measures, which were, in the Governor's opinion, improper 
and futile, while they indulged in over-liberality in providing for 
the officers of the House, and he coneluded, therefore, that the 
Legislative Council, being eautious and moderate, would consti- 
tute a valuable check upon precipitate meas This alleged 
“over-liberality ” is hardly consistent with the scores of applica- 
tions for inerease of salary that found their way to England, not 
alone from the civil servants of that day, but from presidents, 

















administrators and judges. 

Simeoe evidently regarded the bill for ianposing a tax on spirits 
to produce £1,500 as one of the “ precipitate measures,” the njee- 
tion of which caused no little resentment on the part of the me 
hers. A bill adopting the elective principle in town affair he 
succeeded in having postponed. “Fence-viewers” were even 
aunong those to reeeive office by election. An * ill-digested bill” 

ges valid was only withdrawn on the 











to make irregular ma 
promise that a proper hill should be prepared for the next session 
1 was done and passed. Simeoe's chief fear seemed to he“ the 





whi 
Aisposition of the Assembly to make matrimony & much less 
Solemn or guarded contract than good policy would justify.” |The 


ting measures, the proposal to 





members had their turn at rej 
adopt a county rate for county purp 
plea that it would prevent emigration.“ All argument was use- 
Jess,” writes the Governor, “as the members were all land- 


hoses being defeated on the 





holders.” 

If the el 
common w 
anxious to “ promote an aristocracy,” as he termed it, appointing 
Tieutenants to the populous counties, who in turn had the right to 


tors were bent on returning members “ who dined in 
hh their servants,” the Governor was on the other hand 





appoint magistrates and military officers under them, 

He was also impressed with the unsatisfactory ecclesiastical 
state of the Province, and asked the Home Government to aid in 
to offer themselves for 








ndueing the sons of respectable settl 
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ordination, Dundas himself, writing to Simcoe from Whitehall, 
thought it was eminently proper “to give encouragement to 
clergymen of good morals and sound principles.” 

In this connection, a report of the Hon. Richard Cartwright, 
one of the Legislative Councillors, on “The Marriage Law in 
Upper Canada,” made in 1792, is given as affording an interest- 
ing point of comparison with the religious privileges enjoyed in 
18! 


+ “Report on the subject of Marriages and “the State of the 
Chureh of England in the Province of Upper Canada, hum- 
bly submitted to His Excellency Governor Simcoe, 


“'The Country now Upper Canada was not settled or eultiv- 
ated in any part exeept the settlement of Detroit, till 1784, when 
the several Provincial Corps doing duty in the Province of Que- 
bee were reduced, and together with many Loyalists from New 
York established in different Parts of this Province, chiefly 
along the River St. Lawrence and the Bay of Quenti, In the 
meanwhile from the year 1 many families of the Loyalists 
belonging to Butler's Rangers, the Royal Yorkers, Indian De- 
partment and other Corps doing Duty at the Upper Posts, had 
from Time to Time come into the country, and many young 
Women of these Families were contracted in Marriage which 
could not be regularly solennized, there being no Clergymen at 
the Posts, nor in the whole county en them and Mont- 
real, The practiee in such eases usually was to go before the 
Officer Commanding the Post who publickly read to the parties 
the Matrimonial Service in the Book of Common Prayer, using 
the ring and observing the other forms there preseribed ; or if 
he declined it, as was sometimes the ease, it was done by the 
Adjutants of the Regiment, After the settlements were formed 
in 1784 the Justices of the Peace used to perform the Marriage 
Ceremony till the establishment of Clergyinen in the Country, 
when this practice adopted only from necessity hath been dis- 
continued in the Districts where Clergymen reside, ‘This is not 
yet the case with them all: for though the two lower Districts 
have had each of them a Protestant Clergyman since the year 
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1786, it is but a few months since this (Nassau or Home) Dis+ 
trict hath been provided with one; and the Western Distriet ii 
which the settlemont of Detroit is ineluded, is to this Day desti- 
tute of that useful and respectable Order of men ; yet the Town 
‘ot Detroit is and has been since the Conquest of Canada inhab- 
ited for the most part by Traders of the Protestant Religion who 
reside there with their Families, and among whom many Inter 

tnarriages have taken place, which formerly were solemnized by 
the Commanding Officer, or some other Layman occasionally ap- 
pointed by the Inhabitants for reading prayers to them on Sun- 
days, but of late more commonly by the Magistrates, since Mag- 
istrates have been appointed for that District. 

“From these cireumstances it has happened that the Marriages 
of the generality of the Inhabitants of Upper Canada are not 
Valid in Law, and that their children must stricto jure be eon- 
didered as illegitimate and consequently not intitled to inherit 
their property, Indeed this would been the case, in my 
opinion, had the Marriage Ceremony been performed even by a 
regular Clergyman, and with due Observance of all the Forms 
prescribed by the Laws of England. For tue clause in the Act 
Ff the 14th year of His Present Majesty for regulating the Gov- 
trnment of Quebee which declares ‘ That in all eases of Contro- 

yy relative to Property and Civil Rights, resort: shall be had 
to the Laws of Canada as the rule for the decision of the same, 
appears to me to invalidate all Marriages not solemnized necord 
ing to the Rites of the Church of Rome, so far as these Mar- 
riages are considered as giving any ‘Title to property. 

Gach being the ease it is obvious that it requires the Inter- 
position of the Legislature as well to settle what is past ns to 
provide some Regulations for the future, in framing of which it 
Mould be considered that good policy requires that ina new 
Country at least, matrimonial Connections should be made as 
easy as may be consistent with the Importance of such Engage- 
inents; and having pledged myself to bring this Business for- 
Ward early in the next Session, I am led to hope that Your 
Excellency will make such Representations to His Majesty's 

“3 as will induc ethem to consent to such arrangements 
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respecting this Business as the cirenmstances of the Country 
may render expedient, Measures for this purpose having been 
postponed only because they might be thought to interfere with 
their Views respecting the Clergy of the Establishment. 

“OF this Church Tam myself a Member and am sorry to say 
that the State of it in this Province is not very flattering A 
very swuall proportion of the Inhabitants of Upper Canada have 
been edneated in this Persuasion and the Emigrants to be ex- 
pected from the United States will for the most part be Sectaries 
or Dissenters; and nothing prevents the Teachers of this class 
from being proportionally numerous, but the Inability of the 
People at present to provide for their support. In the Eastern 
District, the most populous part of the Province, there is nc 
Chureh Clergyman. They have a Presbyterian Minister, for- 
merly Chaplain to the 84th Regiment, who reeeives from Gov- 
ernment fifty Pounds p.ann, ‘They have also a Lutheran Minis- 
ter who is supported by his Congregation, and the Roman 
Catholic Priest settled at St. Regis occasionally officiates for the 
Seots Highlanders settled in the lower part of the District, who 
are very numerous and all Catholies, There are also many 
Dutch Calvinists in this part of the Province who have made 
several attempts to get a teacher of their own Sect but hitherto 
without success. 

“In the Midland Distriet where the members of the Church 
more numerous than in any other part of the Province, there 
are two Church Clergymen who are allowed one hundred pounds 
stg p.ann, each by Government, and fifty pounds each by the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. ‘There are here, also, 

some itinerant Methodist Preachers, the Followers of whom are 
numerous. And many of the Inhabitants of the greatest pro: 

perty are Dutch Calvinists who have for some time past been 

using their endeavours to get a Minister of their own Sect 
among them, Tn the Home District there is one Clergyman who 
hath been settled here since the month of July last. ‘The Seots 
Presbyterians who ure pretty numerous here and to which Sect 
the most respectable part of the Inhabitants belong, have built 

a Meeting House, and raised a Subseription for a Minister of 
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their own who is shortly expected among them. 
Methodists & Dutch Calvini 


also many 
Western District there are no oth: 





er clergy than those 


“In th 
of the Church of Rome. ‘The Protestant Inhabitants here are 
principally Presbyterians 
to draw 


mt Your Excellency will be able 
rudge how far the Establishing 
Jand in this Province may 


«From this Stateme 
the proper Conclusions ; and to j 
the Hierarchy of the Chureh of Eng 
be proper & expedient. 


“J have the Honor to be 


h the most profound Respect, 

“Your Exeelleney’s 

“Jost humble servant, 
“RICHD, CARTWRIGHT, Jr 








“Newark, 12th October, 1792.” 


dual growth of religious freedom is par- 
.e subject presented to the 


‘The history of the gr 
tially contained in the petitions on thy 
islature by the Couneil. ‘The earliest of these petitions w 
for the repeal of the Marriage Law, referred to by Mr, Cart: 
weight, by which only clergymen of the Church of England could 
perform the marriage rite, Some ‘of these prayers were in the 
of the first parliamentarians, “couched in very unbecom 

‘and were, in addition, signed by men who should 
ee nated otherwise, all classes of dissenters joining under the 
name of Presbyterians. Such an attack on the 
.sisted, but, as has been pointed out, 
al of the Act soon after. The 


next attempt will probably be on the Sevenths set apart for the 
National Church,” Simeoe exclaims in fright, and true enough 
the clergy reserves were next attacked, though their abolition 
did not follow till long after. 

und not only sent out our rulers, but our first judges, mil 
vgymen. of the established church. Chief 
nied by clergymen of “ independent 
character,” and £500 was given in 
churches as an incitement to the 
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inhabitants. All idea of supporting ministers by tithes had been 
then abandoned, and the provincial rulers were told to provide 
other means by which the clergy should be suitably maintained, 
the Clergy Reserves being their solution of the question. In 
1797 Russell asked leave to have churehes built at Newark, York, 
Cornwall and Sandwich. Up to this time Kingston was the 
only town in the provinee possessing’a Protestant church, Brant 
also applied for a missionary for the Five Nations, and Russell 
advised the Bishop of Quebee to send;them a “pious missionary,” 
which was done. In 1799 therewere only three clergymen of 
the Established Church in the entire province, and the fear was 
expressed that, should religion remain much longer in this state, 
there would be everything to fear for the morals of the people. 

A few years later another evidence of the interest taken in the 
religious state of the province was afforded by the grant of £100 
per annum by the Prince Regent for every future missionary of 
the gospel sent from England, and who remained in service for 
ten years, The Local Parliament, in 1807, petitioned Sir Francis 
Gore to pay £50 to the church or town wardens of Sandwich, 
Newark, York, Augusta and Cornwall, to be expended upon the 
churches in these several places. 

But while the Established Churehes thus received government 
assistance and official recognition, the dissenting bodies labored 
under disabilities that did much to foster the spirit of rebellion 
which manifested itself in 1837. How vastly the conditions have 
changed since 1802, for instance, when petitions were sent to the 
Legislature from “the society of people called Methodists,” 
couched in terms similar to the following 

“The petition of the religious community called Methodists 
humbly sheweth : That the Methodist churches or congregations 
in this infant Province of Upper Canada are numerous, and a large 
number of the prineipal members are of those people called U. B. 

s,or their descendants, having fled from their former 
homes or habitations and joined the Royal British Standard, to 
which they have since firmly adhered, and in whose defence, 
should the necessity of the case require it, your petitioners trust 
their loyalty in the defence of the rights of the best of Sovereigns 
1 
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would be as conspicuous as it heretofore has been, well assured 
that none would be readier to risk their lives and properties in 
defence of Government than those belonging to the Methodist 
societies, Your petitioners being liable to all the statutes, duties, 
services, pains and penalties, with those of other religions in the 
provinee, and have not an equal participation with them in th 
religious rights, which we, your petitioners, think a great griev- 
have therefore presumed to solicit your honorable House 
amongst whom we know there are men well acquainted with our 
religious tenets, and who know our sufferings. We, your petition- 
ors, have not the least doubt, from the liberality of your House, 
but that every step will be taken and everything done for us that 
can be, consistently with our glorious constitution. We, your pe- 
titioners, therefore humbly pray that an Act may be passed in 
our favor, giving authority to our preachers (most of whom are 
jonaries from the States) to solemnize the religions rites of 
marriage, as well as to confirm all past marriages performed by 
them, ‘This requisition we, your petitioners, pray may be taken 


into your serious consideration, and we trust our request will 
appe sonable that opposition will lay down his head, 
whilst ease is given to the minds and conseiences of a numerous 
body of the inhabitants of this provinee, and who are not the 
Jeast numerous sect in the different distriets of Upper Canada 
“And your petitioners will then as now, and shall, as in duty 


bound, ever pray.” 

Strangely foreign to the spirit of to-day is another petition 
presented to the House in 1806, declaring that one Benajah 
Mallory had been illegally and unduly elected to represent the 
district of London, on the ground that, both before and since 
his election, he had been a preacher and teacher of the religious 
society or sect called Methodists, whereupon the House resolved 
that the petition did contain grounds and reasons sufficient, if 
substantiated, to make his election void. John Roblin and James 
Wilson, who were elected in 1810 to represent Lennox and Ad- 
dington and Prince Edward counties respectively, were unseated 
for the same reasons, 

‘The Mennonites and Quakers also had a grievance : 
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“Whereas, by an Act of the Provinee, passed in the thirty: 
year of His Majesty's reign, your petitioners, after prodneing a 
certifieate from three or four respectable people, one of whom 
must be a preacher, in the society to which they belong, shall pay 
in time of peace four dollars a year, and in time of invasion or 
insurrection, twenty dollars a year, for which favorable law and 


liberty of conscience we are thankful to God and the Govern- 
ment under which we live, And whereas, many of our sons, now 
under age and ineapable of judging in matters of conscience, are 
not as yeb considered as church members, and cannot, of course, 
secure the necessary certificates, we, therefore, humbly pray, 
the same indulgence may be extended to them that is granted to 
ourselves, their parents, that is, that they may be exempted from 
serving in the militia, by paying the commutation money until 
they arrive at the age of twenty-one, or until they be admitted 
as church members. And your petitioners further pray that your 
honorable body will take into your consideration the many diffi- 
culties which poor people with large families have to labor under 
in new settlements, and if you, in your wisdom, should deem meet 
to lessen the burden of our commutation money, your petitioners, 
as in duty bound, shall ever pray 

Happily all these difficulties were long ago removed, and abso- 
lute religious freedom is ours to enjoy 

‘The paternalism of the home government also included, to 
some extent, the educational needs of the new country. As 
carly as 1796, they were of opinion that Quebec or Montreal 
were the only suitable places for the establishment of a pub- 
lie school, where Greek, Latin and other branches might be 
taught, though Simeoe in reply strongly recommended the 

ion of a university. One of the earlier grammar schools 

was established in Kingston, the salary of the teacher being 
appropriated from the revenues of the King’s mills, Mr, 
(afterwards Bishop) Strachan taught school for three 
at Cornwall, one of his pupils thus aptly deseribing him : 
S. has now been married nearly two months, and lives in great 
style, and keeps three servants, He is a great friend to the 
poor, and spends his money as fast as he gets it. He is very pas- 
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sionate.” ‘The setting apart of the school lands soon furnished 
the necessary funds, and educational facilities were slowly and 
gradually provided in the shape of rude log school houses, and 
teachers, with perhaps more of native ability than the trained 
jualifieations now required. Many of these old-time tutors tra~ 
velled from settlement to settlement dispensing education. ‘The 
erying need of education for their children, on the part of the 
carly settlers, is seen in their petitions to the Government, one of 
which reads 


‘The petition of the undersigned magistrates and others of the 
county of Glengarry, eastern distriet, humbly sheweth 


“That amidst the many blessings your petitioners enjoy under 
the constitution and Government of this province, and notwith- 
standing the wise exertions of the Legislature to promote the 
publie prosperity, they still contemplate with anxiety the ill 
consequences that may result from the want of schools, both to 
the present generation and to posterity, ‘That though the 
seareity of these useful institutions may be ascribed in some 


degree to the infant state of the province in general, and to the 
want of adequate means to give them weight and perpetuity, yet 
peculiar cireumstances aggravate these unavoidab  mnisfortunes, 
in this part of the province in particular. The Highlanders who 
form the great majority of inhabitants in this county, and who 
are in general a moral and religious people, are yet extremely 
backward in promoting any public institutions of 1-aming. 

“In their native country they were accustomed to hear the 
beauties of Christianity inculeated in their mother tongue, 
whence inany of them supposed that an English education was 
unnecessary, and what each individual was made to contribute 
by public authority towards the support of a school was s0 very 
light and so imperceptibly collected with the annual rents, that 
the mass of the people actually forgot that they bore any part of 
the burden. 

“These circumstances, together with the numerous charity 
schools established in different parts of the Highlands of Scot- 
land, which cost nothing to the inhabitants, have impressed the 
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natives of that country with habits of thinking unfavorable to 
public institutions, and the few schools founded among them here 
(by the painful exertions of certain individuals) are so discour- 
aging and unprofitable to publie instructors, that consequently 
they are fluctuating and of little value. Your petitione 
fore submit it to your consideration whether the er 
schools by publie author 





there- 
ion of 
ity in the most central places in the 
country, under such regulations as may to your wisdom seem 
meet and with such provisions as ¢ 












umstanees may afford, 
would not be a measure of great utility, both in political and 
moral view, to the rising generation, and would not speedily 
counteract the effect of an improper bias contracted by the 
people, who in other respects nve a reasonable and valuable de- 
scription of men. And, as in duty bound, your petitioners will 
ever pray, ete.” 








‘o-day there are in this provinee six thousand commodious 
school structures, accommodating half a million registered pupils, 
taught by 8,000 well-trained teacher 

Reference has already been made to the existence of slave 
in the provinee, and the passage of an 








y 





ct of abolition during 
the first Parliament, Though we bestow praise upon the legis. 
lators who pas 





sd such a beneficent Jaw so early in the history 
of the province, some of them strenuously opposed it, many 
plausable arguments being brought forward in respect to the 
dearness of Iabor and the difficulty of obtaining servants, A 
correspondent of that day has written, “Some possessing Negroes, 
knowing that it was questionable if any subsisting law author. 
ized slavery, wished to rejeet the bill entirely, others wished to 
supply themselves by giving leave to import for two years, A 
compromise was effected by seeuring the property (slaves) alrendy 
held, but putting an immediate stop to importation and providing 
for the gradual abolition of slavery.” An incident in connection 
with the existence of slavery in the provinee is recorded in the 
forcible abduction of a negro girl at Newark, who was sold to a 
person in the United States 

The following is a copy of a receipt for a sum of money: paid 
for a negro woman in Canada in 1812. The transaction took 
place about where Colborne now stands 
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“ophis. may certify that T have this day sold for the consider- 
forty pounds to me in hand paid by William H. Wall- 
bridge, my negro woman Bett, of about twenty-five years of age, 
and her infant child, to have and to hold from me or every other 
ess my hand this 14th day of Mareb, 
“Josep KEE 


ation of 








person whatever, as witn 
Is12, 
“ Witnesses. present 
“ELIAS WALLBRIDGE, 
“Asa Siri.” 





It is difficult to say detinitely when party Hines were first 
In 1793, Simeoe congratulates himself that no “adverse 


formed 
though he suspeets it may sooner 


party” had yet formed itself, 
take place in the Upper than in the Lower House. On the other 
on no direet opposition, there had been 





e had be 


hand, while th 
Government measures, and he thinks it wise 


no slivect support to 
the negative of the Crown, and perhaps stirring 
evidently feared. Yet there probably has 
hundred held when the Houses were not: 
lines as now 





to avoid usin 
up the opposition 
not been a session of the 
divided into opposing forees, whether on yarty 
‘understood, or independent of political bias. A curious message 
from. Whitehall expressed the sorrow of Dundas in observin} 

tendeney on the part of the members of the Legislature to oppose 
Government in matters so evidently beneficial to the province, 
int, in his generous opinion, allowance must be made for the 
novelty of the duties, ‘To view things in a wide, rather than a 
Jocal light, would naturally be repugnant to the first impressions 











in their minds! 
‘The Hon. Richard Cartwright was undoubtedly one of the 


independents of his day, and Simeoe makes frequent reference to 
his opposition, but in a letter to the Duke of Portland, Simeve 
expresses the hope of coneiliating the opposing Councillor and 
removing his hostility to the measures of Government that might 
be necessary for the public serviee. An organized opposition 
followed Thorpe’s first election in 1806, and ever since such 


“turbulent spirits” as Willeocks, Gourlay, the Bidwells, and the 


later “fathers of reform” obtained seats in the Legislature, the 
ins and the outs have been represented. 
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Another task devolving upon ov 
ng up the virgin count) 


early administrators was 
that of ope y for settlement, and facili- 
tating inter-communieation between the few settlements that 
existed, After the Legislature had been in existence for a few 
sessions, road commissioners were appointeil, but the first steps 
were taken under Simeoe, who indeed pursued a vigorous policy 
in this respect, after having traversed large portions of the 
province. He reports in 1793 having found a route hitherto 
unknown between York and the waters flowing into Lake Huron, 
and merebants were buying lots in York in anticipation of the 
treet road leading from York 
formerly called) 





















opening of this ronte, ‘The Yonge 
to Lake Simeoe (or Lake Aux Cla 
was also made by the Queen’s Rangers, and a year or two after- 
nty families had settled along its 


ies as it was 








ward he reported that. sev 
borders. Gloucester (or Penetanguishene) he held to be the most 
considerable town in Upper Canada, as the passage to the North- 
west would be via it. “ Easy means of communication ” betw 
Montreal and Lake Huron were also considered, “ especially by 
trainean in winter.” It was hoped the East India Company would 
establish a warehouse at Kingston, and that trade might be carried 
to a great length, particularly to Chicago, where Simeoe appre- 
hended a settlement would immediately take place; what was 
wanted was a liberal system of commerce on the lakes. 

This naturally leads to the question of trade and commerce 
which the new Government had to deal with. If the law-makers 
and legislators of to-day have a difficulty to adjust taxation or 
to adopt new methods of raising a revenue, their predecessors 
found the problem much more troublesome and hard to solve. 
stills were the favorite subjects for lev; 




















Spivits, and, later, ing a 
tax upon, ‘Then came the question as to how the export trade 
could be managed, the natural vent for the produce of the pro 
vinee appearing to be by the Mississippi. For several years, ex- 
tending indeed to the time of the union, mueh friction was caused 
by commereial misunderstandings between Upper and Lower 
Canada, Investigations, reeriminations and readjustment of ae- 
counts followed in quick succession, the restilt, being a spirit far 
removed from the amity that should prevail betw 
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vinces, Ib is interesting to note, too, that there was an alarm at 


the power of the monopolists fully a century ago, conned ed with 
the supply of flour to the garrisons, and a warning is ev' 1 issued 





against land jobbers. 

While Parliament metzat Niagara, the home authorities were 
told that the establishment of a Government in Upper Canada 
‘was absolutely necessary for the preservation of British commerce 
against the aggression of the United States, the two countries 
thereafter watching each other with eyes more or less blinded by 





jealousy. 

Notyithstanding the friction between Upper Canada and the 
Jnited States, individual efforts were made to foster trade, One 
trader suggests the possibility of encouraging trade between 
Michilemackinac and Kentucky, based on the trade already es- 
tablished with St. Louis, and the settlements on the Illinois where 
British goods were chiefly consumed. This led the Americans to 
cent, protective tax on this trade, though Bri- 
eminated through a chain of posts 
inois and other great waterways. 








propose a ten per 
tish manufactures were di 
along the Mississippi, the TI 
Illinois then belonged to the Spaniards. 

Elaborate reports were from time to time made to the Lords 
of Trade sitting in commercial council in Old London, which 
Gealt with the’possible prodnetions of Upper Canada—tobueco, 
indigo, hemp and flax—the importance of the fur trade, relations 
writh the Spaniards in Illinois, the merchants of Kentucky and 
the Indians, ‘They spoke of how British eapital invigorated the 
tnerchants of Philadelphia aud Baltimore, coupled with the hope 
that a preference would be shown by British eapital for a British 
provinee, The benefit of having mines, especially iron imines, 
Worked was pointed out, while attention was drawn to the pos: 
Nbilities of water power being derived from the rapids and falls 
of Niag power that is only now being utilized—and a 
petitioner of 1811, who possessed “a new method of producing 
power by steam,” asked for a seven exclusive monopoly 

ing in the meantime to apply his new power 
, for a saw mill, $35, and 
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‘The establishment of fairs was among the first steps taken to 
promote internal trade, and when York had been given two 
market days in the year, other sections of the country asked for 
the same privilege. The settlers of Glengarry, as an instance, 


petitioned : 
“That, in the present state of the country your petitioners ex- 
perience many inconveniences from the want of a market for 
several articles of produce which will hardly bear the expense of 
transportation to Lower Canada, where similar articles ave already 
abundant, and the markets are supplied with one half of theexpense 
to the farmer that will unavoidably be incurved by persons from 
this quarter. That, young as this country is, it now yields some 
few superfluities which might be turned to greater advantaze by 
being sold or bartered within itself than by being disposed of 
even at a higher price in the Lower Provinee, considering the 
loss of time consequent upon going thither, and the perpetual 
drain of money which the country suffers by Jepending solely 
upon the Montreal market. ‘That, in order to remedy these in- 
conveniences and disadvantages, your petitioners conceive that a 
Fair established at Sir John Johnson's Mills in this county in the 
months of May and October, would be of essential service to the 
community, as in a growing country emigrants and others may 
there be supplied with many necessaries wh'ch the vieinity ean 
furnish, and the old inhabitants may find it a sort of convenient 
exchange for bartering with one another cattle, horses, sheep, 
leather, wool, yarn, butter, sugar, home-spun cloth, linen, and 
such other articles as they can spare a little of at present, and 
hope to have more in process of time. ‘That, though your peti- 
tioners must depend upon the Montreal market for articles of 
and a few others, yet they flatter themselves that in a 

they can furnish a surplus of the most of the neces- 

saries of life within themselves, and that the establishment of an 
internal market would be a spur to industry and emulation to 
every individual, and may, in time, turn the course of exchange 
in such articles from the Lower to the Upper Province, as the 
inhabitants do already excel the Lower Canadians in home manu- 
facture, and hope to out-rival them still more as their means and 
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experience increases, Under these impressions your petit 

ure encouraged to enquire whether the scheme of a Fair may 
not he contemplated as an object of some magnitnde to the in- 
habitants of this country, and to hope that it will meet with 


‘your countenance and approbation. 


‘An Act for granting to His Majesty, his heirs and successors, 
to and for the uses of this province, the like duties on goods and 
inerehandise brought into this provinee from the United States 
of America, as are now paid on goods and merchandise imported 
from Great Britain and other places,” is an early attempt at 
building up a protective tariff, and that the trade question was 
as important then as it is to-day is seen in a petition presented 
in 1808 to the House, whieh is worthy of a place in ertenso 

“To the Gentl n Commons, Members of the House of As- 
sembly of the Provinee of Upper Canada, in Parliament assembled 

We, His Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, inhabitants 
of the County of Prinee Edward, in the Midland Distriet, and 
Province aforesaid 

“Deeply impressed with a sense of the present confined situa- 
tion of the commerce of this country, think it our indispensable 
duty, for the present and future prosperity thereof, to lay before 
you what we conceive a true and just statement of it, and the 
qich to be lamented method of purchasing and exporting, ete., 
of every commodity we ean furnish for exportation, at the ports 
‘of Quehee and Montreal; to which places we are obliged to take 
‘and dispose of each and every article we ean furnish for the pur 
pose aforesaid 

“We find that a prohibition of all vessels (the English 
cepted) from entering the aforesaid ports to be the greatest m 
fortune attending our situation, First, it throws the whole trade 
of these ports into the hands of a few individuals residing there- 
in, which governs all our commeree, Secondly, it causes a com- 
bination between them to fix prices on all imports and exports, 
whieh, we are sorry to say, they have generally done to our 
direct damage. Thirdly, it causes all imports and exports to be 
carried on in chartered vessels. Fourthly, it prohibits us from 
any advantage or profit arising from a trade with any foreign 
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kingdom, state, or country, even where our fellow subjects are 
pennitted to trade 

And, finally, it excludes us from any privilege in trade, except 
trusting our all in that line in the hands of the aforesaid indivi- 
duals, which have had, and still hold, the power of allowing us 
whatever price they please for all exports, and in return compel 
us to pay whatever price they please to charge for all imports of 
merehandise which come solely through their hands, imported as 
aforesaid in a few chartered vessels, And we are aware that for 
several years past the exports have employed more than double 
the number of chartered veseels than the imports have ; which, 
of course, leaves more than half the aforesaid vessels to come in 
under ballast, and cannot be expected to take freights on the 
same reasonable terms as if they were freighted in and out, whieh 














serves as one of the many polities or excuses which these indivi- 
duals make use of for taking our produce, lumber, and every ar- 
ticle we can furnish for exportation at a very reduced price to 
what might otherwise be allowed by them. We ean, with eon- 
fidence, and from a long experience, namely, since we have been 
able to furnish a single Article fer exportation, assure yon that 
nothing but a seareity of whatever commodity was most wanting 
would cause it to command a fair price in the aforesaid market 
which is principally owing to the confined situation of the com- 
said, and are severally of opinion that the only and 
sure method of causing a medium of contrast or spirit of opposi 
tion (whieh we think toa certain degree necessary in trade) in 
these more enlightened days of the world would be to admit a 
free trade to and from the aforesaid ports, with all nations and 
people with whom His Majesty is at peace, and allowing com- 
vare that without it, it is almost im- 
who, under their All-wise Creator 
the main pillar and support of all nations and eountries, to ree 
a just reward for all their labors. We have the satisfaction to 
observe that this country is blessed seemingly with all that 
nature could do for it—a good market for the produce of our 
labors exeepted, and Providence has placed an industrious people 
therein to till the fertile soil, who no doubt would follow their 
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plough and reap their harvest with smiles on their countenanees, 
could they only be satisfied that they were to receive a reasonable 
price for what they might have left after supporting their families. 
We also lament that the situation of the commerce of so great 
and good a country as this provinee might be under the aid of 
Providence, which we hope may guide all our councils, and inspire 
every branch of our Legislature with a sense of the obligation 
they are under to give all assistance in their power to have the 
commercial situation there placed on the best, most favorable, and 
permanent footing that its remote situation from a market can 
possibly admit: of, 

“We hope you will join us in opinion, and we look up to you 
for redress, for not only this but other grievances that we have a 
right to complain of, at least as you in your situation can assist 
or take notice of, that we conceive to extend to every matter or 
thing which doth or may tend to harm the welfare or prosperity of 
your constituents, or benefit the same. We also request you will 
Communicate this to the other two branches of the Legislature in 
what manner you may think most proper, and at the same time 
request their aid in adopting measures the most fit and speedy’ to 
remedy the aforesaid grievances. Weare also aware that nothing 
can be done to insure a free trade as aforesaid, short of obtaining 
His Majesty's consent, oceasioned by stipulation in the present 
‘and navigation, between His Maj 
, at least as far as that nati 

































treaty of amity, comme 
and the United States of 
is concerned ; and trust that you will see with us the immediate 
necessity of an endeavor to obtain the privilege aforesaid, and, 
through a petition, or by some other means that may be thought 
proper, make the same known to our most Gracious Sovereign. 
“We also assure you that we are willing to accept it under 
every restriction as to duties which might otherwise tend to 
harm His Majesty or his subjects in general: and we are con- 
tident that the obtaining the above mentioned privilege would be 
‘a means of thousands of good subjects emigrating immediately to 
this country. It is with regret we have to observe that our above 























stated situation renders us incapable of being that benefit to our 
ereign in conjunetion with our fellow 


subjects 





most Gracious So 
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in other parts of his Dominions, that our inelination leads us to 
be. 

“We conelude this our prayer and statement, having given only 
the outlines of our opinion on the above important subject, as 
we conceive it, and with a sanguine hope that you will think 
with us that there is an actual necessity of endeavouring by the 
best and surest method of obtaining it to enhance the price of 
every article we can furnish for exportati 

“We also flatter ourselves that our f 
the Province 
abler pen ¢ 








llow subjects throughout 
Join us in this opinion, and hope to see some 
ployed in adopting the most salutary measures to 
be taken in the pursuit thereof, at the same time trusting that 
you will seriously reflect on this subject, and pay it the respect 
which in your wisdom you may deem it worthy of.” 

As in all countries and iri all parliaments, the taxation of spirits 
was among the first fiseal laws debated at Newark, the first ap- 
plication of the fund being asked for the cost of eivil gove 

and then (a) to supply gaols, bridges, and other public 
s,(b) to supply county wants, and (c) to leave enough for 
the “wages” of the members. Early in 1800, liquor stills were 
heavily taxed, the liquor traffie thus providing one of the chie 
funds of the revenue, In later sessions the subject of intemper- 
anee had a place in Addresses and Prorogation Speeches, its o 
and destructiveness being referred to in strong terms, 

The fact that riots had taken place in Pennsylvania owing to 
an obnoxious tax on whiskey, which had become a circulating 
mnedium owing to the want of corn, frightened the Upper Can- 
adian legislators for a time who, however, continued the tax. It 
is to be feared that the Government did not set a temperance 
example, especially to the Indians, as the Superintendent of the 
Indian Department was in the habit of asking for a supply of 
rum at the distributions of presents to the tribes. 

The administration of justice was accomplished under great 
difficulties. Chief Justice Elmsley objected to the removal of th: 
Courts of Justice from Newark to York when he arrived from 
England in 1797, on the grounds that it was forty miles beyond 
the most remote settlements at the head of the lakes, and the 
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road to it passed through a country belonging to the Missis- 
augas, ‘There was no gaol or courthouse there, no accommoda- 
tion for grand or petit juries, none for the suitors, the witnesses, 
or the bat, and very indifferent for the judges, so that those at 
tending had to remain in the open air, or be crowded in tents. 
y of the jurors, too, would have to travel sixty or eighty 
and be absent from home not less than ten days, so that a 
mere fine would have no effect as against the expense, loss of 
time and fatigue in going to that point; in fact, he very much 
feared he would not be able to form a jury at York, and any 
interruption to the course of justice would be very pernicious. 
President Russell opposed the Chief Justice's views, however, 
and the Court of King’s Bench thereafter sat at York. 

It would seem that the legal qualifications now required were 
unknown then, as Governor Hunter refers in a letter to “the 
limited knowledge of the law possessed by the bar. With a few 
exceptions, not one of them was ever within the walls of a Court 
of Chancery.” When a gaol was ultimately built at York, it 
was made large enough to hold debtors as well as criminals, the 


gaoler receiving 5s. a day salary, and 1s. 3d. daily for the main- 


tenance of each prisoner. 

‘The practice of electing judges to parliament was made a 
question in 1807, when the opponents of Judge Thorpe—the 
radieal judge ”—contested his right to oceupy his seat, on ac- 
count of his judicial position, ‘The argument was “that in 
England none of the Judges of the Court of King’s Bench, 
Common Pleas, Barons of the Exchequer who have judicial 
places, ean be chosen Knight, Citizen, or Burgess in Parliament, 
and that having adopted in his Provinee the Law of England 
asa rule of decision, the said Robert Thorpe was not eligible to 
sit as a member. 

“Qne who decides on the life, liberty and property of His 
Majesty's subjects,” they continued, “must necessarily be liable 
to the frailties and passions incident to human nature, and an 
therefore, imbibe partialities, prejudices or prepossessions repug- 
nant toand at war with the purity of the unsullied efmnine, inimical 
to the independence and dignified administration of the law, and 
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subversive of the free and constitutional liberties of His Majesty’s 
subjects; that it was unconstitutional, inasmuch as being an 
attempt to clothe, arm and blend in one person the conflicting 
powers, authorities and jurisdietion of the Legislative and judi- 
cial functions, contrary to the spirit of good government 

While this petition was dismissed, ‘Thorpe’s enemies sueceededt 
in having him suspended from the judgeship and recalled to Ei 
land. ‘The system of electing judges to parliament was, how 
soon thereafter abolished, a bill being passed in 1811 “making 
ineligible to a seat in the House any person or persons who shall 
hold, sustain or enjoy an office, place or appointment of profit c 
emolument in and by virtue of any commission derived imme- 
diately from His Majesty, or of any commission derived from 
His Exeelleney the Lieutenant-Governor or person administer 
the Government of this province, Registrars of Counties 01 


excepted. 
William Willeocks was also a judge at this time, and as a con 
parison to the emoluments received hy the judiciary now, it is 
ting to note he petitioned that he had been a judge of the 


e District Court for more than seven years, and, he presumed 
to flatter himself, had discharged his duty therein to the satisine- 
tion of the public; that his fees had never exceeded £10 a year, 
and that they were entirely unequal to his Jabours, he being 
obliged to attend four times in a year and at every Quarter Ses 
sions to try causes, 

Many curious acts were on the statute books in those day 
such as the publie whipping of deserters in ease they failed to pay 
their fines, and the placing in the pillory, as was often done, of 
offenders, and the branding by fire on the hand. The legislators, 
in the interests of a high public morality, passed a hill in 1810 
prohibiting publie plays and shows, as well as one to “prevent 
all plays of interludes, puppet shows, rope dancers, or stage play- 
ing for hire or gain.” 

Many other comparisons might be made—of the stirring inei- 
dents attendant upon open voting, when an election took four to 
six days and when, as one victorious letter-writer of York says, 
they had “a famous electioneering dinner after the polls elosed 
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and after 130 of the inhabitants had marched to the town with 
figs flying ;” of the frequency of duelling, many lives being lost 
in that way; of the military laws in force prior to 1812, and of 
the many other conditions then existent, and which stand out in 
such striking contrast to our own times. ‘The abuses arising out 
cof open voting early led to an agitation for the ballot, inasmuch 
as “the present method of voting at elections within this pro- 
vinee is productive of many and great abuses, one of the most 
prominent of which is the opportunity which it affords to rich 
and powerful individuals of exerting an undue influence over the 
niinds of the electors, and causing their choice too frequently to 
fall upon men but little qualified for so important a trust.” ‘This 
particular reform was, however, a long time in coming. 

‘The perfection which the modern post office system has attain 
ed is a comparatively recent fact, ‘There is no need for dwelling 
at length upon the days of the mail carrier and the mail coach, 
when letters were few and postage high, but the insertion of 
some of the prices prevailing in 1820, for the carriage of letters, 
may be of interest. With York as the starting-point, the postage 
to Dundas was Sd.: Grimsby, St. Catharines, Niagara, Queenston 
and Chippawa, 10d. each: Vittoria, Is; Amherstburg, 1s. 4d. 
‘The rate from England to Halifax was 1s. 84.; from Halifax to 
York, 2s. 9d.; Montreal to York, Is. 2d.; Kingston to York, 10d. 
Jn 1821 there were only thirty-five post offices in the provinces 
as against 2,954 to-day. 

‘The House of that year, as the result of a special committ. 
decided that the charges then prevalent for the conveyance of 
letters was in excess of the charges authorized by law. ‘The sur- 
plus postal revenne of the early days were sent to England and 
formed a mite in making up the British budget. 

Lengthy reference might be made to the early social life of 
York—of the State balls given by the Governars and Presidents, 
of others under the patronage of the officers of the garrison ; of 

al dinners always given at four p.m. ; of the “carroling 
or sleigh-riding ou the bay or up Yonge-street. Shortly before 
the war scattered the inhabitants of the town, a rift in the social 
lute occurred, when the party divisions in the Legislature caused 
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the stoppage of the general hops or assemblies, each party thei 
after holding its own social functions in private houses, 

The first military balls were held in the large canvas tent 
which belonged to Simeoe, and which had been made for and 
used by Captain Cook, the famous traveller. If its walls could 
have spoken, what a variety of scenes it could have described — 
natives in far-off lands, settlers in New South Wales and Aus- 
tralia, negroes in Hayti and Hawaii (the unfortunate voyageur 
receiving his death wound from a Hawaiian native), and at last 
the society of a new settlement in a new country in the gayety 
of the dance or the dinner. 

In conclusion, we haye but to contrast 1792 with 1892 to be 
vividly impressed with the degree of growth and development 
of the provinee on all the lines that go to make a successful 
and prosperous state. During the period covered by her four 
parliament buildings, Ontario has made mighty strides, Ednca- 
tionally, the old log school-houses seattered through the sparsely 
populated country have been supplanted and supplemented by 
thousands of schools, Instead of a few hundred pupils in at- 
tendanee as then, now half million young Canadians are being 
taught, practically free. Then, the lumbering stage coach or the 
slow and uncertain sailing vessels were the only means of con- 
veyanee. Even the peregrinating governors of the good old 
days, when making a sort of royal tour through the new eoun- 
try, made comparatively slow progress over the rough roads, 
Now, the steel arteries cover the land like a network, until 15,000 
miles of railway now serve the Dominion as a whole. Then, the 
administration of justice was cumbersome and slow compared 
with to-day. Then, the centres of population were few and far 
between—peopled oases in the midst of forests. Now, Ontario 
is the banner provinee of Confederation, with nearly two mil- 
lion of its five million people, Since sixty years ago, the bound- 
aries of the provinee have been enlarged, adding to its wealth of 
forest and stream and minerals a stretch of territory almost a 
Province in itself, Toronto, as the capital city, has emerged from 
her infantile stage of 1796 to the stature of a metropolitan 
city, the seat of learning and the centre from which radiates 
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much of the life of Ontario. 
old structures could speak, 
Canada of their early day: 
would tell a story of expansion 
history of new countries 

‘The year 1892 was 
portance. It was the 
ation, the 50th anniversa 
Government in the Prov 


If the bricks, therefore, of the 
they could picture the Upper 
‘5 with the Ontario of to-day, they 
‘and growth unequalled in the 





year of anniversaries of Canadian im- 
‘25th anniversary of Canadian Confeder- 

of the establishment of Responsible 
nee, the 250th anniversary of the found- 
anniversary of the discovery of 

But the fact that it was the 100th an- 
‘ccation of the first Parliament of Upper 
tant to the citizens of Ontario. 











ing of Montreal, and the 400th 
‘America hy Columbus. 

niversary of the Conv 
Canada is the most import 


THE END. 
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APPENDIX. 


BERS OF THE PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE AND OF THE. 
ITED PARLIAMENT FROM 1792 To 1892, WITH 
CONSTITUENCIES REPI ED, 


‘Tue destruction by fire of the first two Parliament buildings, 
through which so many of the official records were lost, renders 


the work of compiling a 


ist of the members of the early parlia- 


ments, with their constituencies, difficult, and, in some cases, ime 
possible. From division lists and gasual mention in those jour- 
nals of the House that were preserved, some information ean be 
gleaned, but it is necessarily incomplete, 
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